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and the leading thoughts of the Bible have been factors

in the

history of all European nations. I claim most positively that no one
can form an accurate opinion of European culture without having
studied the Bible as a whole, and in most of its details. To exclude
the Bible from our schools is a serious mistake which is excusable
only through the sectarian attitude of our churches, and the opposition

to teaching the Bible in schools should disappear with the

evidence.
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seen from the article of Rabbi Kornfeld who, though a leader in an

orthodox religious congregation, insists on a scientific treatment of
the Bible, and would do away with all the antiquated, sentimental

and pious methods which, with the best intention of increasing the
glory of God, distort both the text and the sense of Biblical stories.
At the same time it is remarkable how impartially and how appreciatively Rabbi Kornfeld speaks of the New Testament and the
teachings of Jesus.
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Though

the Bible
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merely a fragment of the religious develop-

ment of mankind, we must grant that it is that fragment which leads
up to the laying of the foundation of our present civilization.
Whether or not we believe in Christianity we must understand how
it developed and through what stage it passed before it became what
it was in the beginning of the Christian era, and the documents of
this history are laid down in the Old and New Testaments.
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must learn that older beliefs of mankind exhibit a lower conception
of the deity than in more advanced times, and there is no harm in
To
telling the truth, or setting forth the facts in Sunday schools.
conceal the truth through interpretations of the Bible which are
scientifically untenable is a grievous mistake, and we are glad that
Rabbi Kornfeld points it out.
Some time ago a very serious Christian clergyman of orthodox
faith wrote a pamphlet in which he demanded an expurgated Bible.
He pointed out the many improprieties and indecencies which are
contained in the Bible, and no one can deny that in this he is right.
Nevertheless his appeal was ignored. He was like a voice crying in
the wilderness and for good reasons. The subject was very unwel-
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which are symptoms of an antiquated morahty. From the scientific
standpoint we can understand that in olden times the sense for decency was different than it is at present, and accordingly, without
being untrue to facts, we can dispose of passages of an equivocal
nature by simply branding them as exhibiting a lower view of pro-

No harm

priety.

is

done by

telling the truth, but if Bible readers

afterwards discover these passages by themselves, they will naturally
turn away from the Bible and condemn the use of it altogether.
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I do not deny that
sole purpose for which the Bible was taught.
innumerable passages in the Bible can fittingly serve this purpose.
There are the Psalms and Proverbs of the Old Testament and many
parables, and a great many passages in the Epistles which are very
useful for purposes of edification. But upon the whole the Bible is,

we must repeat, a record of religious documents. It is historical,
and we must never leave its historical significance out of sight. We
must understand the Bible, and all edificational lessons which can be
drawn from it are and ought to be secondary. At any rate it is not
advisable to distort the text or the stories or the meaning of any
Biblical quotations for the purpose of edification.
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miracle or to eliminate the supernatural from the text of the Bible
in teaching its contents

would be

as false as to rationalize fairytales.

This method (the method of the rationalist) has been repeatedly
applied, but it distorts the Bible just as much, if not more, than the

method of adapting it to the ends of a pious edification.
Think of it, what would become of Greek myth if we would
treat it in the same way? Should we let the labors of Heracles come
within the range of plausibility and explain his deeds in a similar
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not join that large portion of reformers who would cut out the Bible
entirely from our education, for I do insist most vigorously on the
far
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necessity of teaching
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do not deem
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the Bible indispensable for the purpose of edifi-

cation or for the development of religious feelings, but I believe that
a knowledge of it is absolutely needed for our general culture, and
for this purpose it is as indispensable as the knowledge of the outlines of the world's history, for the Bible contains the key to a com-

prehension of the development of the European races.

