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Call for Submissions for Volume 23: Resilience and Progress 

In addition to general submissions, the editor encourages the submission 
of scholarship that emphasizes both resilience and progress. On their own, 
both terms are contested. Among other definitions, resilience has been 
defined as coping, continuing to exist, remaining entirely unchanged, and as 
the ability to return to status quo (McAslan, 2010; Richardson, 2002). Progress 
has been theorized as inevitable and predetermined, subjective, and 
as decided by specific benchmark metrics (Palmer, 2017). However 
contested, together, these concepts can move in important ways between 
and among theoretical and lived, instructional and survival. This call seeks 
research demonstrating an interplay of resilience and progress. 

This special call asks authors to consider the concepts, strategies, and 
impacts of resilience and progress at the personal or community levels. As 
you are preparing your manuscript, consider the following guiding questions: 
How are the concepts of resilience and progress theorized in communication 
scholarship? How are the two terms intertwined? How do we communicate 
resilience and progress? Who has the authority to declare the existence of 
resilience or progress? Who has the power to decide which resilience or 
progress strategies to pursue? What do these concepts look like when enacted 
at the personal or community levels? What ethical obligations need to be 
considered when enacting resilience and progress? 

The editor welcomes submissions from a variety of qualitative 
methodologies and mixed- methodological approaches, including 
critical/cultural analysis, web-based and new media research, autoethnography, 
poetic and arts-based inquiry, performance scripts, as well as other qualitative 
methods. Authors should identify in their cover letter whether their submissions 
address the special call. All submissions, including those for the special call, 
should follow regular submission guidelines. All authors must be graduate 
students at the time of submission. 

To submit a manuscript, please visit opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/kaleidoscope. 

For additional information and questions, contact Sean Maulding at 
kalscopejrnl@gmail.com. 
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ED I T O R ’ S  N O T E

It’s that time, once again, when we release the new volume of 
Kaleidoscope. Volume 23, with its special call of Resilience and Progress, 
adds five new manuscripts to the incredible trove of scholarship from 
Kaleidoscope’s twenty-five years of communication studies research. In 
honor of our quarter century, I’d like to highlight a few points from our 
readership data. Papers from Kaleidoscope have been downloaded over 
100,000 times from nearly 7,000 institutions around the world. Kaleidoscope 
is a wonderful journal in terms of the reach and breadth of its publications, 
which span a variety of methodologies and numerous research interests. The 
graduate student contributors to this journal have truly helped to shape an 
expanding discipline in an ever-changing world.  

However, to echo some of our past editors, the beauty of Kaleidoscope is 
also found in its contributions to the education and careers of the graduate 
students, the authors, the editors, and the graduate student reviewers. 
Kaleidoscope is often an entry into the publication process. I’d like to thank 
my advising editor, Janine Armstrong, for stressing the importance of an ethic 
of care and our faculty advisor, Dr. Craig Gingrich-Philbrook, for ensuring 
that patience, demystification, and desire to serve starts from the top. During 
every stage of the process, from submission to reviews, revisions to 
publication, Kaleidoscope is a place that nurtures the skills graduate students 
in our discipline will need in their academic careers. I’m proud to be part of 
continuing this tradition, now 25 years in the making, with the publication of 
volume 23. 

Of course, this would not be possible without that proverbial village. I 
would like to thank our associate editors India Hagen-Gates, Mario Sanders, 
and T Brown, for taking the time out of their doctoral studies to review 
submissions and assist authors during the revise and resubmit stages. I would 
also like to thank Alicia Utecht for serving as a doctoral student reviewer, as 
well as our entire editorial review board for lending their unmatched 
expertise to our journal. In addition, I would like to thank Dr. Tsatsoulis, the 
Vice Chancellor for Research & Dean of the Graduate School; Dr. Joddy 
Murry, the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts; and the SIU School of 
Communication Studies for your financial and institutional support. Please 
know that we are truly grateful for your contributions, without which we very 
well could have ceased to exist twenty-four years ago. 

The first essay, written by Nicole Tanquary, is an insightful analysis of 
Guillermo del Toro’s Cronos and the North American Free Trade Agreement. 
In a critique of neoliberalism and its focus on the individual’s need for 
resilience, Tanquary highlights the power in the collective resilience of 
family. 
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In the next essay, Sheyla Finkelshteyn and Kate Nimako investigate the 
resilience of the American immigrant, while problematizing the term new 
American. Through interviews with American immigrants, Finkelshteyn and 
Nimako display a diversity of immigrant identities and varying attitudes 
toward the hegemonic new American. 

In Becoming the Protagonist, Clara N. Barnhardt uses autoethnography 
to process the experience of traveling abroad. Using a creative blend of 
theory, personal narratives, and elements of anime, Barnhardt takes the reader 
through her journey of self-discovery and transformation as an American 
student traveling abroad in Japan. 

In our fourth essay, Blake Harms displays the ongoing nature of decision 
making by proposing a narrative approach to the decision-making process of 
Mormon adoptive parents. Through conducting and analyzing interviews with 
Mormon adoptive parents, Harms argues the need to recognize the resilience 
of narratives as an important element of how we make sense of our decision-
making. 

In our final essay, India Hagen-Gates examines the television series 
Abbott Elementary, as a text for showcasing elements of critical 
communication pedagogy (CCP). Hagen-Gates explains how Abbott 
Elementary is useful for recognizing CCP’s commitments of culture as 
central, language as constitutive, and reflexivity, in an ongoing effort to 
improve one’s pedagogy. 

Again, thank you all for supporting and engaging with Kaleidoscope. We 
can be here for you, because of you. On behalf of Kaleidoscope, I hope you 
enjoy volume 23. 

-Sean Maulding, Editor
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