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Skyward
Darlene St. Georges

Abstract

Skyward illustrates the embodiment of creation-centred research (St. Georges, 2018; 2019; 2022b/c; 2023; St. 
Georges & Bickel, 2022), which relies on creative-experiential-engagement and interaction. Creation-centred 
research is uniquely rooted in métissage (Hasebe-Ludt et al, 2009), poetic inquiry (Fidyk & St. Georges, 2022; 
inpress) and storying (Archibald, 2009; 2019), and leans into arts-based practices (Leavy 2015; 2018; Sinner 
et al., 2018). The term “creation-centred” reflects the ontological and cyclical nature of artistic practices and 
supports its creative intention and integrity. Situated in an aesthetic and creation-centred paradigm, it resists 
privileged discourse while generating and weaving threads of our stories through the mystery that unfolds 
within moments of creative insight, somatic knowledge, intuition, memory, dreams, visions, and ancestral 
connections. 

Skyward is in-process. It is a creation story in the making that is emerging through an assemblage of 
memories, experiences, dreams, and visions, gaps, and silences, what is lost and found. It is a story of living 
and surviving, of evolving with, though, and as a result of trauma. It is creation-centred métissage that weaves 
my experiences, my sense of un)belonging and dis)connection, my longing and wonderment, my dreams and 
my visions of existing in a relational pluriverse. 

By symbolically manifesting complexity of being, in being, multi-texturally, creation-centred research offers 
a way for researchers and those that encounter an aesthetic creation like Skyward, to reclaim and recognize 
the centrality of agency in transforming the personal, and political, by reclaiming and performing our unique 
stories, our intra-connected subjectivity—to remember our Self into the world.
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Darlene St. Georges
		  Reaching Distances on Winds

I used to dream 
that I could fly
down the street
to the corner store
	
	 above the trees

I noticed people 
walking down 
the street below
eating ice cream
pushing baby carriages
sleeping on lawns
in front of the liquor store
waiting for it to open
locked in by grass
	
	 and shards of class	

when I woke
in the morning
to the spectacle
of words
spewed out
on my bed
the night before
to recount
the events
	
	 I witnessed 

the radio
was playing
a melody
about a guy
who lost his dog
and was dreaming

I remember
 woven deep in the throat
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about dying

because
he was
his only friend

It was a lovely
high-pitched 
romanticized
love song

	 leaving me to

wonder 
why 

someone would 
want to die
on a sunny 
summer day?

I guessed
it was a parable
about liminality

	 living and not living 

or what was worth living for
if you were alone
separated from
your people

	 in my experience

as I flew
down my street
I was shouting out
to my friends
but 
they didn’t hear me
or see me

	 alone on this journey,
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seeing like Hawk
what everyone was doing

	 I would recount

to my friends
in the following days
to see about

	 the truth

of my
experience(s)
only to have
them look
at me

	 queerly

and then
after long
moments
of silence outlasting doubt
they’d ask
if I could teach them

	 to fly too 

so, we took out
our Ouija boards
called on the spirits
together
like a bunch of girls
in a remote 
northern town 
would do

by the time
our parents 
came around	
we had already freaked 
each other out
and by the time 
we reached
high school 
they were
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past that stage
	 as I continued to dream

I lost my friends
to the reality of living
as wives and mothers 
before 
or just after 
finishing
high school

I converted myself 
from christianity
after sitting 
week after week
on polished church pews
searching 
for something 
I felt I had lost
something 

	 deeper inside of me

It wasn’t too long 
before I realized
it was not there
had never been there
will never be there  
in those goblets and hosts
stained-glass windows

	 expected silences

leaving it all behind
I returned to my trails and tales

	 trees    woods    ponds   rocks

reminding me 
that

	 losing things and getting lost

invites strangeness
in 
that expands the parameters	 of being|becoming
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dismantling lies
telling truths

in bits and pieces
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		  Skyward
	

Boston streaming from car stereos
thinking about my grandmothers 
over boys and beers
at Morgan “lake”
the only watering hole
in five miles

	 skyward

down gravel roads
lit up by Orion’s arrow 
where we gathered 
to fulfill 
some kind of urgent fantasy 
of escaping
our homes 
our families
our selves
where I was 
	
	  fire keeper

gathering twigs and branches
carefully traversing brushes
filled with lovers
caught in the chase
of whiskey and wine

	 winds pick up

chimes  
only I could hear
faint murmurations 
of meticulous sustaining
clear chords

manifested

survival
cultural
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weaving my
dreams
attention 
elements
and 
understandings of my heterogeneity
with crimson root
 
	 pearls of light

and breath of memory
into something 

	 enduring

	

V  a t s



Volume VII/Issue 1 December 2022 94

rtizein: Arts and Teaching 

https://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/atj/vol7/iss1/1 



rtizein: Arts and Teaching 

95Volume VII/Issue 1 December 2022https://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/atj/vol7/iss1/1

References

Archibald, J. (2008). Indigenous Storywork. Educating the heart, mind, body, and spirit. University of  
	 British Columbia Press. 
Archibald, J. [Q’um Q’um Xiiem], Lee-Morgan, J., DeSantolo, J. (2019). Decolonizing research:  
	 Indigenous storywork as methodology. Zed Books.
Bickel, B., & St. Georges, D. (2020). Curating as Compassion [Editorial]. Artizien: Arts and Teaching  
	 Journal. V(1). (pp 6-11). Retrieve: https://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/atj/vol5/iss1/3/
Hasebe-Ludt, E., Chambers, C., & Leggo, C. (2009). Life writing and literary métissage as an ethos for our  
	 times. Peter Lang. 
Fidyk, A., &  St. Georges, D. (in press) (Eds.). Poetic Inquiry for Synchrony and Love: A new order of gravity.  
	 Common Ground Press.
Fidyk, A., &  St. Georges, D. (2023). (Eds.). Poetic Inquiry for Synchrony and Love: A new order of  
	 gravity. Art/Research International: A Transdisciplinary Journal. V 7(1) Special Summer Issue. 
Fidyk, A & St. Georges, D. (2022). The Gifting of Feather: A kaleidoscopic visioning to reanimate  
	 learning. In E. Lyle (Ed.), Re/centring lives and lived experience; Re/humanizing education.  
	 (pp. 13- 41). Brill.  
Leavy, P. (2015). Where method meets art (2nd ed.). New York, NY: Guildford Press.
Leavy, P. (2018). Handbook of arts-based research. (Ed.).New York, NY: Guilford Press.
Sinner, A., Irwin R. L. & Jokela, T. (Eds.). Visually provoking: Dissertations in  art education. Lapland  
	 University Press.
St. Georges, D. (in press). Maeve. Holistic Education Review. 
St. Georges, D. (2023). Embodied Landscapes. In J. Markies & D. St. Georges (Eds.), Artistic Creation:  
	 A Curriculum of relationality, resurgence, and renewal. DIO Press.
St. Georges, D. (2022). Visual and Poetic Storying: Threads of Creation-Centred Research. [Invited confer 
	 ence presenter]. Meditative Inquiry. [Video begin: 54:33]. 
St. Georges, D. (2019). Relational poetic encounters:  Opening spaces at the Tate Liverpool. International  
	  journal of art and design education. 38(3), 710-722. doi:10.1111/jade.12249.
St. Georges, D.  (2018). Reflections of the tide: The adventure of the woman and the sea. In A. Sinner,  
	 R. L. Irwin, & T. Jokela (Eds.), Visually provoking: Dissertations in  art education (pp. 201–215).  
	 Lapland University  Press.
St. Georges, D., & Bickel, B. (2022). An inspirited artistic co-inquiry with raw energy. In Art/Research  
	 International: A Transdisciplinary Journal.
	 https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/ari/index.php/ari/article/view/29624/22053
St. Georges, D., & Fidyk, A. (in press). Sisters of the Protectress. Finishing Line Press.

Note

Poems and images © GAIAStudio | Darlene St. Georges

	 Image 1— Kiyam [photo-digital collage] 
	 Image 2— Raven [photo-digital collage]


	Skyward

