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Contributors

SONJA GELIN graduated from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, in May 
2020 with a B.A. in Art History and minors in French and History. She wrote 
her paper “Finding Refuge in Reason and Religion: Understanding Pombaline-
era Architecture and Reform through 18th Century Azulejo” in Dr. José Najar’s 
History 392: Historical Research and Writing class. She intends to pursue graduate 
studies in art history and history, focusing on Lusophone and Francophone art 
and material cultures. She received the history program’s Edward J. O’Day Paper 
Award for the best undergraduate student paper in 2021-2022.

ETHAN BROWN is a senior in Technical Resource Management. He wrote, 
“Whiteness and an Immigrant’s Attainment of the “American Dream”: Chinese 
and Polish Immigrants in the United States” for Dr. Jose Najar’s History 392 class 
in Spring 2021 under the direction of Dr. Najar, Joshua Cannon, and Antonio 
Salazar. 

WILLIAM “JACOB” DUNNING graduated in May 2021 with a B.A. in History and 
minors in Political Science and Economics. He wrote “Coffeehouse Capitalism: 
From London to America” in the Fall of 2020 for Dr. Bean’s course, History 464 
American Capitalism. Jacob was awarded the Caldwell-Jones Scholarship for 
holding the highest GPA in the History Department during his time at SIU. He 
had another essay published in SIU’s Grassroots literary magazine. He currently 
lives in Austin, TX, where he works for Concordia University Texas, and plans to 
enroll in a master’s degree program in 2022.

GABRIELLA SALEMI is a senior in History Education. She wrote “Ideology and 
Intervention: The Case of Afghanistan’s Opium Economy From the Cold War to 
the War on Terror” for Dr. Najar’s History 392 Historical Research and Writing 
course. She hopes to inform the public on lesser-known histories and bring 
attention to current events. 

JUNIPER OXFORD graduated from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, 
in May 2021 with a B.A. in History and a minor in Political Science. Currently, 
she is working on her M.A. in History at the University of Vermont. She wrote 
“Teddy and Fighting Bob: Progressive Presidential Candidates of the Early 
Twentieth Century United States” for Dr. Joseph Sramek’s History 392 class in 
Fall 2020. She intends to pursue a Ph.D. in History and is keenly interested in the 
research of twentieth-century American political history and the history of social 
movements.
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