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Sheffield faces pressures
in pursuit of triple crown

Los Angeles Times

SAN DIEGO — Gary Shefficld
sits in his living room, surrounded
by barren walls, two suitcases, a
storage trunk, a crumbled bag of
potato chips and a baseball cap.

His two daughters and girlfriend
have left town. The moving van
has started hauling his two
Mercedes-Benzes to Florida. The
rental fumsiture will be retrieved
Monday.

He's alone now, secluded in his
home with the lights dimmed, a
cellular phone his only means of
communication with the outside
world.

The cameras aren’t flashing in his
face here. Reporters aren’t talking
about Ducky Medwick or any other
players in baseball history he’s
never heard of. Teammates aren’t
badgering him for autographs,
trying 1o get last-minute souvenirs
of their piece of history.

Sheffield lies back and tries to
relax. He came to the San Diego
Padre organization six months ago
with the label of being a troubled
malcontent from Milwaukee. He
leaves town Monday as San
Dicgo’s greatest attraction since
Sea Worid.

“I think I've shocked everyone,”
Sheffield said. “No one thought I
could do this. No one dreamed I
could put together a year like this.

“Really, 1 don’t know what more
they could want.”

Shefficld abruptly stops and
closes nis eyes, and a tormented
look stretches across his face.

Speaking almost in a whisper,
Sheffield says: “Well, I do know
there’s one more thing they want.
It’s all anybody’s talking about.
Man, this mplc crown stuff has got
people crazy.

It wasn’t until Angust lhll
Sheffield was even apprised of
definition of a triple crown. He
thought Ducky Medwick, the
Nationai League’s last triple crown
winner in 1937, was a cartoon
character.

How was he supposed to know?
Gary Antoine Sheffield is only 23
years old. The only basebali history
he had ever concerred himself with
was uncle Dwight’s trading

cards— the man known to the rest

of the world as New York Mets
pitcher Doc Gooden.

Now, after a grueling six wecks

in which he has been hounded by

, dazed by TV lights and

gotten hoarse from interviews,

Sheffield is beginning 1o
understand the significance of his
uiL.

Sheffield, the Padres’ All-Star
third baseman, still lurks in the
hunt for bascball infamy with one
week remaining in the season.
After Sunday’s games, he was
batting a National League-leading
.330 with 33 home runs and 99
RBI. He trails teammate Fred
McGriff, league leader in home
runs, by one, and Darren Daulton
of the Philadelphia Phillies, league
leader in RBI, hy seven.

There have been only 19 players
to finish in the top three in every
triple-crown category. New York
Yankee first baseman Don
Mattingly is th~ only active player
who has won the batting titic and
RBI title, and he did it in different

years.

Sheffield tries to shrug off the
stress that encompasses such an
achievement, but it's impossible 10
escape. If reporters aren’t
reminding him, it's teammates. If
nct teammates, it’s friends. If not
friends, family.

While on the road, he has
instructed hotel operators to block
all calls. The distractions have been
unbearable a' times, and in
Cincinnati last weekend he even

10 switcl ing rooms with a
friend so no one could find him.

“You try not to put too much
stress on your mind,” Sheffield
said, “but you can’t kelp it. I lay in
bed at night thinking about it. It
wears you down so much, I wonder
hcw I'm standing.

“You walk to the plate, and it’s
l.kxe you're trying to do three
different things at once. You're
trying to hit a home run, drive in a
run and get a hit all at once.

“To get the triple crown, one hit
doesn’t do me any good. One hit in
a game means I’'m struggling.

“I've got to gel two hits every
night, and one of them has got to
drive in runs.”

GIANTS, from page 12

and Santa Clara, referendums to
build a new stadium were rejected.
So Lurie, having given up trying to
sell baseball in a setting more
nviting for ice boating, agreed to
sell the tcam, to Tampa-St.
Petersburg investors for $115
million.

It echoed Stoneham’s moving
announcement on Aug. 19, 1957
(despite one dissident on his nine-
member board of directors, M.
Donald Grant). “The kids? I feel
sorry for the kids. But I haven't
seen too many of their fathers at
the Polo Grounds lately,” Stoncham
said at the éime.

San Francisco, though, isn’t
about to open its Golden Gate as an
exit. The city has staged a last-
minute attempt to persuade
baseball owners to reject the
Florida shift. A group led by
Charlotte Hornets owner George
Shinn has offered to buy the team
and keep it in San Francisco.
Mayor Frank Jordan earler this
month presented that proposal 10
National League president Bill
White, and White promised it
would be considered on equal
terms with the Florida group’s
plan. That gambit capped a
vigorous campaign. It was the only
bascbali rac< in San Francisco this
spmmer.

The city filed suit against Lurie,
~Juiming he violated his lease by
roliating 10 move. Sports agent
h  Steinberg  lobbied
wective investors. A Save Our

1 800. number. was .advertised. .

on banners over the doors to City
Hall. Skeichcs of a proposed new
stadium surfaced in city offices.
Weekday raliies were held
regularly in public squares,
although one reporiedly drew only
250 pecple. The Chamber of
~ommerce took season ticket
orders. Oakland-based Safeway
and other corporations made Six-
figure pledges. Fans fired off
thousands of postcards to then-
commissioner Fay Vincent (as if he
didn’t have his own problems).

“We’re in the bottom of the ninth
with two out and people are
rallying,” said Frank Jordan Jr.,
son of the mayor and director of a
perhaps not-quite-grassroots
organization called the Giants
Alliance. “ I feei we Giants are
going to he here next year.”

Where have we heard that
before? Among the 11th-hour
pitches from New York City
officials in 1957 were proposals for
a stadium on stilts above a West
Side railroad yard or a curiously
novel plan for a ballpark in
Flushing Meadcw in Queens.

Neither could prevent a poignant
Polo Grounds farewell 35 years
ago Tucsday, before a crowd of
11,606 itat included three
musicians who piayed one last
chorus cf the New \ork Giants’
theme song. One ¢f the last to
leave was manager John McGraw’s
widow, who said, “I still can’t
believe it. This would have broken
John’s hmn Ncw York will never
be the same.”

Zapnews

Kevin Young and Tom Prince
drove in two runs each in a
four-run fourth inning and Gary
Varsho added a three-run homer
in the seventh to lift the
National League Eastern
Division champion Pittsburgh
Pirates to a 10-3 rout of the
Chicago Cubs Monday.

Young singled in Andy van
Slyke and Orlando Merced to
tie the game at 2-2 and Prince
doubled home Albert Martin
and Young. The Pirates
continued the assault in the fifth
as Orlando Merced singled in

Pirates beat Cubs 10-3

Carlos Garcia, Martin's sacnfice
fly scored van Slyke and Young
singled in Merced for a 7-2
lead. Varsho's fourth homer in
the seventh scored John Wehner
and Young for a 10-3
advantage.

Young drove in three runs and
Merced went 3-for<4 to lead the
Pirates’ 13-hit attack. Rookie
Tim Wakefield and two
relievers combined on a five-
hitter for Pittsburgh. Wakefie!ld,
who raised his record to 7-1,
gave up two runs in the first on
Rynec Sandberg’s 26th homer
and another run in the sixth on a
sacrifice fly by Mark Grace.

Hall expects

Newsday

NEW YORK — Mel Hall,
ninhappy that New York Yankees
management has ignored his
contract situation, paraded around
the clubhouse before Sunday’s
home finale talking about how he
expects and wants to leave. Hall,
removing the nameplate from
above his locker, shouted to anyone
who would listen: “I'm collecting
memorabilia to remember my time
with the Yankees.”

Hall o0k zverything clse out,
100, and asked other teammates for
more souvenirs. “Whea I get old, 1
went to be able to show e that
l played for the Yankees,” Hall

said.

The Yankees are not saying
whether they will offer Hall
arbitration, but Hali is taking their
refusal to negotiate during the

to leave NY

scason as a sign they won't
negotiate after it. Hurt and bitter,
Hall said he does not care if they
offer him arbitration.

“They had two years to talk 0
me,” Hall said before Sunday's
rain-plagued 12-2 loss to the
Toronto Blue Jays. “If they talk to
me now, I'll tell them to trade me.
U'll 1ake less to go elsewhere. |
haven't had any fun this year.”

Hall did scem to be enjoying
himself immensely Sunday, loudly
touring the locker room. In a mock
ceremony he awarded his
nameplate to Danny Tartabull.
Tartabuli, feigning sadness,
replaced Hall’s nameplate above
the locker. Ha!! then ook 2 cap that
said, “Not!" on it, and placed it
over the nameplate.

Hall, the Yankees' MVP in 3991,
is hitting .278 with 14 home runz
and 76 RBI this year.

LASORDA,
from page 12

last place.™
O’Malley said part of his
discussions with Lasorda wili

concern Vince Prazza, Lasoada’s
longtime friend who 1s a leading

member of a group atempting ©
purchase the San Francisco Giants
and move them o St Petersbury,
Fla.

If Piazza's group gains the
approval of baseball owners, and
if Piazza 1s in control of the
baseball operation, Lasorda would
probably join him ncxt season as
the Giants® generai manager and
manager.

“There has been a lot of
speculation  about Tommy's
longtime friend perhaps owning a
team. We have not discussed i,”
O'Malley sad. “We v all discuss it
after the season is over.”

O'Malley, whose permission
would be needed before Lasorda
joins Piazza, did not appeat
inclined to stand in Lasorda’s way

“It doesn’t make any sensc o
keep someone here who would
prefer lu bc clsewhere,” O'Malley
said. anyone in  the
nrg.mix on thinks lh.n change is
for the beuer ... I can't lxlnn we
would stand in anyone's way.

Lasorda did not seem concerned
about O'Malley's comments.

“I'm surc  with all

-

the

speculation that is out there, Peter
just wants 1o cnow what 1s gomy
on, and wants wrong with that”

Lasorda said

'H' prob 4?;: ,u,x

Lasorda emphizsized that b
wants no change in hi

“Surc, I want 1o still manage
here,” Lasorda said. “I've got a

contract.”

Zapnews

MARTINSVILLE, Va.—
Geoff Bodine took the lead
from his brother, Brett, over
the final 100 laps and ueld
off Rusty Wallace to win the
rain-delayed Goody's 500
NASCAR stock car race
Monday.

Bodine, driving a Ford
Thunderoird, won for the
first time this year and ended
a 27-race winless streak. He

Bodine wins NASCAR
after holding off Wallace

hac last won in October,
1991.

Wallace, in a Pontiac
Grand Prix, led carly before
falling back. He made a late
charge over the last 50 laps
but w2< unable to overiake
Bodine. Brett Bodine, who
led with about 100 laps to go,
held on for third and pole
sitter Kyle Petty ook fourth.
Alan Kulwicki finished fifth.

The race was postponed
because of rain Sunday.

TENNIS, from page 12

Creighton 8-5, lost to lowa State
in the second round and then had
to forfeit in the third round
because Merchant became
extremely fatigueZ. Merchant
lost a three and a half hour match
10 a player from Southwest
Missouri in the third round of

singles play.
All in all, the Towa State
Invitational was a tough

tournament, freshman Andre
Goransson said.

“We should have done a lot
betier. I don’t think we have
encugh confidence yet,” he said,
“I hope we do better this
weekend.”

The Salukis next play at the
Husker Invitational in Lincoln,
Neb. Oct.2-3.

‘! Sports Brief:

TENNIS INSTRUCTION will be offeres
Recreation Center Registzation and fe

jpayment are required at the SRC Informauon
by Wednesday. Fordan.k call 536-5531

11 POINT RIVER TRIP in the Missour: O:
will be offered by the Recreation Center Oct
Registration is required at the SRC Inform
Desk by Wednesday. For details call 453-1285

GARDEN OF THE GODS TRiP is being
offered by the Recreation Cenier the weekerd of
Oct. 10-11. Registration is required at *he SRC
Information Desk by Oct. 6. For details call 253
1285.

RACQUETBALL L ESSONS are being of!
by the Recreation Center. Sign up at the
Iafunnstion deak for 3 lesson tme and date. For
details call $3-5531

BRIEFS POLICY  The deadline for Sports
Briefs is noon two days before publication. The
brief should be typewriti=n, and must include
time, date, place and sponsor of the event.
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nm.nir:ny DEALS

SMALL
WONDER
Small deep pan or
thin crust pizza with
1 toppingand 1 - 16 oz.
bottle of Pepsi.

zZ Z A

REAL
MEAL DEAL
Medium decp pan or
thin crust pizza with 1
topping and 2 - 160z.
botties of Pepei.

s 7.79

THE BIG ONE

Large deep pan or thin

crust pizza with 1 topping

and 4 - 16 oz. bottles of



