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Students prepare to
enter weak job market

Fewer jobs result in more prepared graduates

Madeleine Leroux
DAILY EGYPTIAN
MLEROUX@SIU.EDU

With the nation still in a reces-
sion, many students are concerned
about their post-graduation options
and whether or not they will be able
to find a job.

Cindy Jenkins, assistant director
of career services, said while there
has been a decrease in job fair par-
ticipation, students should not be
too concerned about the economic
situation of the nation.

“Employers are still very much
engaged in the recruitment pro-
cess,” Jenkins said.

But the way they are involved
may be changing, Jenkins said.

Jenkins said this fall’s all-majors’

job fair saw a 25 percent reduction
in employer participation.

‘I was not at all surprised by
that,” Jenkins said. “I still thought
it was a very healthy fair for these
times that we're living through.”

Jenkins said she believes em-
ployers will still recruit, but they
may move toward a virtual field.
Technology might need to be used
to bring employers and students to-
gether, she said.

“It’s a sign of the times, I think,”
Jenkins said.

Jenkins said she has seen many
students concerned about the job
market, which may have led to a
greater influx of students coming
into the career services center.

“I think we're seeing more stu-
dents coming in earlier,” Jenkins
said.

Jenkins said she has seen more
students, from seniors to fresh-
man, coming in to begin working
on their résumés and start the job
placement process in anticipation
of the difficulties in the job market.

Robert Wiggins, a sophomore
from Chicago studying adminis-
tration of justice, said he is not too
concerned because law enforcement
will always be needed and can't be

cut to a certain extent.

“People don't really lose jobs in
law enforcement,” Wiggins said.
“I'm not really too worried about
my job in particular.”

Jason Jacobs, a senior from
Westmont studying automotive
technology, said he’s worried about
finding a job after graduation be-
cause he aspires to work at the cor-
porate level. Jacobs said with the
economy in such a bad position,
looking for jobs is especially diffi-
cult and people may need to settle
for less.

“It’s rough,” Jacobs said. “I'm
definitely concerned about it.”

Jenkins said regardless of the
economy, students could still pre-
pare for graduation and have some-
thing worthy to present to employ-
ers to increase their chances of
finding a job.

“(Employers) are still collecting
résumés with the anticipation that
they are going to be hiring in the
near future,” Jenkins said.

Madeleine Leroux can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254.
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College of Business ranked
among best in Princeton Review

Deon Price
DAILY EGYPTIAN
PRINCE@SIU.EDU

The SIUC College of Business
stock is going up.

The Princeton Review recently
placed the College of Business
into its list of the top 300 business
schools in the world.

Though the exact ranking was
not given, it is still a great accom-
plishment for the college and uni-
versity, said Meredith A. Rhoads,
the chief marketing officer for the
College of Business.

“Our focus on student service,
our world-class faculty with de-
grees from some of the best schools
in the country helped make this
possible,” Rhoads said.

Rhoads said the college seeks to
provide the latest innovations and
technologies for its students. The
new online master’s degree pro-
gram also provides real-world ex-
periences, Rhoads said, and makes
the college stand out.

Jill Gebke, director of enroll-
ment management for the college,
said in a press release that the col-
lege’s recently opened academic
success center also helps provide
students with extra resources.
Gebke said the center chooses tu-

ou put the right people on the bus all moving toward
the same goal, you can make things happen.

— Donna Margolis

assistant dean of the College of Business

tors on the basis of recommenda-
tions from both the math and ac-
counting departments.

“Our students are very impor-
tant to us, and we believe the aca-
demic success center is an impor-
tant tool in helping them do well in
their classes, stay in school, gradu-
ate and succeed,” Gebke said.

The center has also imple-
mented a “Grades First” program
that monitors student’s grades and
keeps track of attendance in classes
so that members of the program
may notify students when prob-
lems arise.

Matthew Vittitoe, a junior from
Peoria studying management in-
formation systems, said the col-
lege’s placement official, Matt
Purdy, has also helped students
succeed.

“Matt Purdy definitely con-
tributed to the progress of the col-
lege by providing real-world work
experience: internships along with
resume workshops,” Vittitoe said.

Cole Miller, a junior from Dan-
ville studying marketing, said past
graduates and cutting edge technol-
ogies bring prestige to the college.

“New technologies that come
through the college, as well as the
alumni that give back, make the
college look good,” Miller said.

Donna Margolis, assistant dean
of the college of business, said the
college needs to continue to focus
on students and provide innovative
online programming to stay on top.

“You put the right people on
the bus all moving toward the same
goal, you can make things happen,”
Margolis said.

Though the College of Business
has made a great stride in providing
as many resources to its business
students as possible, both Vittitoe
and Miller said the college should
host more business-oriented career
fairs and events.

Deon Price can be reached
at 536-3311 ext. 255.

US belief in global warming is cooling

Dina Cappiello
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Ameri-
cans seem to be cooling toward
global warming.

Just 57 percent think there is
solid evidence the world is getting
warmer, down 20 points in just three
years, a new poll says. And the share
of people who believe pollution
caused by humans is causing tem-
peratures to rise has also taken a dip
even as the U.S. and world forums
gear up for possible action against
climate change.

In a poll of 1,500 adults by the
Pew Research Center for the People
& the Press, released Thursday, the
number of people saying there is
strong scientific evidence that the
Earth has gotten warmer over the
past few decades is down from 71
percent in April of last year and from
77 percent when Pew started asking
the question in 2006. The number of
people who see the situation as a se-
rious problem also has declined.

The steepest drop has occurred
during the past year, as Congress
and the Obama administration have
taken steps to control heat-trapping

emissions for the first time and in-
ternational negotiations for a new
treaty to slow global warming have
been under way. At the same time,
there has been mounting scien-
tific evidence of climate change —
from melting ice caps to the world’s
oceans hitting the highest monthly
recorded temperatures this summer.

The poll was released a day af-
ter 18 scientific organizations wrote
Congress to reaffirm the consensus
behind global warming. A federal
government report Thursday found
that global warming is upsetting the
Arctic’s thermostat.
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