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Our WORD

Next Tuesday, the people of Carbondale will weigh in
at the voting booth regarding the Suture city government
and what form that government will take. On the April 3
ballot, two referendums will be voted on, one dividing
Carbondale into districts, or wards, with one council
member elected from each; and the other combining the
ward structurs with members elected at-large. Either sys-
tem could bring about the kind of diversity and represen-
tation that members of the community have been asking
for.

However, we feel that the system with the best oppor-
tunity to create a positive change for the citizens of

rid ward system the
%’s@m choice for Ca

fold. First, it means that each section of the city would be

represented on the council. Second, the inclusion of two

at-large members would ensure that the citizens of each

district have more than just one voice representing their
 interests at council meetings.

For students at SIUC, the hybrid system would make
certain that students’ voices are heard at council meetings.
Since the districts would be drawn according to popula-
tion, the predominantly student-populated arcas would
finally have a member of the council devoted to students’
needs. This would necessarily be so because that member
would be from the same area, if not the same neighbor-

ndale

" and an institution in which
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COLUMNIST

Application fee may

jeopardize STUC’s
ethnic diversity

BY ToMMY CURRY
kyta_swan@hotmail.com

_ The environment of STUC is a crucial aspect of main-
a diverse ethnic population. But what can we say for
a school thatis seeking to charpe 2 non-waivable $30 appli-
cation fee? An: we lookmg at dass based pm:ncnocs being
joning out” specific
middle-class gmups m a p:ﬁhc mshmnon
One must the jon involved in
this decision. It will most certainly decrease the influx and
intercst of Africans and olhcx vxsxble cthnic and racial
on the campus,
% isa clear mmplc of how the socio-economic con-
dition of on-majority peoples in America are affectec by
the most local expenences in sceming “objective and neu-
tral” standards, even the university. So haw are we to see
Multi-Color Day?
‘This past weekend was Mulsi-Color Dayat STUC

" where many non-majomy peoples were invited to come to

SIUC to see the many benefits that this campus offers. It
was a celebration cXacademic diversity on the campusand
the acknowledgment that “that diversity” on campus will
draw more diverse groups and increase ethnic enrollment
and future cthnic group retention. This s an indication of
the future of the % E:]cncm university. If the student
lauons will be more cthnically diverse with Africans, .K:
Hﬂnmcsthenwcmmlbcmllmgtoch:ngethcﬁm
ofthc mvmxtyhme. and acyoss the country as a whole.
Africans in Jeadership positions, Afficans teaching in all
departments, and African full-professors all send the signal
to members of that group that the University is serious
about diversity, and more lgommi ly the Univessity is just
eir group can succeed. Just as
it would be for Asians, Hispanics or any other ethnic group.
Faculty members and administrators have a sense of the
history that the students bring with them to the campus.

- Thcy can identify some of the social problcms that translate

into academic woes, and student-p issues.

Astican professors are means by which cthnic students can

C:xrb'onda!c is the hybrid system of district and at-lzrge hood, as students. make a reach to the University and see the true benefits of -

elections. The hybrid system would further benefit students by higher education, bit that ony happens if one has the pro-
Opponents to any system that involves wards claim credting a closer tie between the University and the city. fessors to reach out to.. :

that such a structure would lead to “divisiveness.” What By having a council member from a district clominated by Universities must make 2 commitment to understand-

really leads to divisiveness is a system where whole sec- students, the council would be able to more effectively ing and structyrally changing themselves to be more repre-

tions of the community feel they are not being represent-
ed, where streets and homes are falling into disrepair in
some parts of the city while other sections are more con-
sistently maintained. It scems that the hybrid system
would have the opposite effect, since all citizens could
then feel that their neighborhoods are being represented,
in turn bringing about a less hostile and more cooperative
atmosphere to city governance, .

The hybrid system would split Carbondale into four
districts, based on population, with two members being
elected from the city at-large. The benefits here are two-

handle issucs affecting both the city and SIUC.
The current at-large system has not been without its
“successes, However, there has been a growing concern in
this community with the fact that all present council

members are from the sare part of town. Local citizens, .

especially members of the Northeast section of
Carbondale, have spoken out about a perceived lack of .
representation on the council. The core issuc is that there
needs to be a change, and of the tw) referendums, we feel
that the hybrid system would bring about the kind of
results this city and this University need.

sentative of the people that make up their classes. We have -
to bc critically aware that the recruiting of Africans, Asians,

- 25d other ethnic groups docs not compensate for the class-
based that i

the interest
and financial reach of ethnic minorities in America.
Universities policies that could conceivably change the poj
ulation of the classroom and Jimit che “ethnic diversity” olr
any campus should be looked on with suspicion and eritical
cyes. . .

My NOMMO appears on Wednesday. Témmy is a senior
in philosophy and political science. His views do not
necessarily reflect those of the DAILY EGYPTIAN.

LETTERS

READER COMMENTARY

© LETTERS AND COLUMNS nuust be typewritten, :

Mayor calls for ‘no’ vote on
ward referendums

Dear EpITOR:

1 am remaining ncutral on the clection of
council members. However, I am being asked by
the public about my view on the referendumm ques-
tions. I sincerely believe that thé present at-large
sy$tem of clecting council members scrves the
community the best. Lvery counci} membee must
and does consider what is best for the entire com-
munity and citizens. 1 you vote “no” on both
questions the total city councit will continuc to
work for you and the entirc community.

Neil Dillard
mayor of Carborudale

Reader questions need for
‘sensationalism’in
coverage of local crime

DEAR EDITOR:

As student jounalists, I realize that most of those
wha sit on the editorial board have not matured into
their would-be profession. Considering that may I
comment on the lead article on Monday, “Hostage,
gun.rmn dead in pawn shop heist™

was appalizd at the choice of witness sclected to
be qumcd on page two. Wis such crass sensationalism
as “guts coming out of his hcad" required? Three Ives
were taken that afternocn; v =i
reverence? As to Mr. W:lkcfi quaLﬁamns to cm~
cized the police: “Brutal fights” may be a sodietal reac-

_tion to our culure that demands death and dismem-

berment to a waiting and ready movie audience.

As a graduate of SIUC, a lind owner and a proud
resident of Jackson County, I enjoy keeping involved
with our student population. I was once very liberal bue
I have come to realize the increasing importance of
civility i in 1 socicty. 1 bcﬁzvt zh: Carbondale police did an

of

g job in g the
thumgvd) lcywxlhthe Eailies that lost loved
ones in such a senseless act. T believe the editorial boand
should offer an apology to the police for failing to rec-
ognize their courageous and gallant effort to avert the
potential for further bloodshed. If we hope to
the witness's pcm:md situation in Carbondale we :!1
need to take an active part. This is why I write this
note. That is why a concemed bystander foliowed the
white BMW, Ifwe nieed 2 seapegoat let’s ook to our-
selves to blamne, not the Carbondale police,
Ron Kiser
Murphyshora

double- spoced and submitted with author's phoro ID. All
Ietters are limited 10 300 wonds and guest columns to 500
words. Any topics are accepted. All are subject to editing.

* We reszrve the right ta noc publish any letter or
column.

« LETTERS taken by e-mail (editor@siu.edu) and fax (453-
8244).

 Phone number needed (not for publication) to verify
authorship. STUDENTS must include year and major.
FACULTY must inclule rank and deparment, NOoN-ACAD-
£AGC STAFF include :

pesition and department. OTHIRS inchade author's hamne-
town,

® Bring letters and guest columns to the DALY EGYITIAN
newstonn, Communications Builling Room 1247,
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A private dance
with the girls of the
Players Club, no
dollar bills necessary

STORY BY
ALEXA AGUILAR & KATE McCAaNN
PHOTOS BY EULALIE FRYE

he struts confidently onto stage, her flimsy

fime-green negligee flowing seductively as

. R&B music pounds from the DJs boath.

Her hips slowly, methodically begin to sway; her

hands play with her short brown hair as she grins at

the men who are now smitten with the curvy perfor-
mance.

Unstrapping her bra, she targets two imnen near
the styge. She yanks a,stout young man from his
chair, pushes her top down and pulls his face to her
chest. When she shoves his head away playfully, she’s
nabbed 2 dollar bill between her breasts.

And so her night begins.

For the past year, Blake" has danced at the Players
Club, 2355 U.S. Route 45 in Muddy. She started

" dancing 10 years ago in Denver when a stripper
friend suggested she try it. Saddled with the respon-
sibility of an infant son, Blake figured it was a sure
way to make fast cash, and lots of it

“T was so scared the first time, I just aied and
cried. 1 was wiping away my.tears and taking tips at

the same time,” Blake says, “On stage 1 was

7= fine untl 1 had to take my dress off and
1 then — ugh!”

7 M Blake’s feelings of disgust eventually

vanished when she realized how much

cash she had scored. So she kept dancing,

night after night, raking in two thoucand

dollars each week. Yet she dreaded letting

her parents in on her newfound career choice. Blake

remembers: ‘I said, Mom, you will never guess what

1 am doing. I'm dancing — topless.’ And she said,

‘All T ask is that you not be a whore and take care of

my grandbaby.”

Now, the savings accounts of Blake's two children
justify the arduous evenings spent at various clubs in
different states. In 2lmost a decade of dancing, she
- has secured enough to put her nine-year old son and'
four-year old daughter through college.

And while Blake and the other dancers admit the
litde club doesn't bring in as big a crowd.as the
flashier joints, the girls can stll net up to §500 a
night. Sure, there are nights when they leave witha
measly $80 bucks, but the good nights make up for
i
+ Sdill, stripping isn't all strobe lights and fast cash.
Dealing with stalkers and groping customers, dodg-
ing beer bottles and insults — all can tum a routine
performanse into a frightening ordeal.

“No way would T recommend this to someone,”
Blake said. “You have to have a certain mentality. You
have to be strong. You have to be mentally tough.”

Surprisingly, the girls’ most frustrating customers
can be women. One stripper said she was physically
attacked by one who accused the dancer of trying to
- seduce her boyfiend, .

“Remember we're here to work. We don't want
* your man,” said Skye, a 28-year-old mother of four.

* All of the dancers’ names are stage
names, as requested.
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