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OUR WORD
No excuse for
football-rugby brawl

- The questions regarding a night of ofi-campus vio-
lence that included several members of the SIU football
team have not all been answered, but two things are
alrzady evident: the incident should have never hap-
pened, and the Satuki players better take this as a lesson
not to be forgotten.

The trouble stasted two weekends ago at a party
thrown by a group of rugby players. Accounts of what
took place at that party vary, but the main antagonists
appear to have been onc football player who attended
the party and rugby player Michacl Leahy. The real
drama did not unfold until later in the night, though,
when Leahy was nailed in the face with a rock by an
unknown person and an estimated 40 people returned to
the scene of the party and allegedly kicked, punched and
shoved the mixed crowd of men and wonien who
remained until police arrived.

No arrests were made because police could not piiz-
point the individuais who were involved, and while
numerous rugby players contend that many of the peo-
ple who returned were football players, they have offered
no concrete evidence to suggest how many SIU players
contributed to the melee.

The DAILY EGYPTIAN recognizes that alcohol was
flowing frecly that night, and that it mignt be mission
impossible to make a precise assessment of where the
fault belongs. But that does not preclude a firm con-
demnation of everyone who participated in what has to
be one of the most disturbing incidents of the semester.

Foothall coach Jerry Kill has made a strong carly
impression on SIU, and he has vowed to make his plzy-
ers better both on and off the field. While the incident
is not sufficient reason to suddenly doubt Kill, it is
something of a disappointment that a portion of his
players appurently did not know better than to muddy
the program’s reputation with such thoughtless behavior.

Some have questioned why so much of the focus has
been directed at the football players involved in the inci-
dent, when there were other parties who contributed to
the mayhem. But athletes who are having their educations
paid for by SIU — and especially in a high-prefile pro-
gram such ds the foczpall team — need to be mindful that
they are always visible representatives - the University.

The footbali team's win-loss 1=cord probably should
not play into this, but the fact is: it does. The Salukis
have not had a winning season in the past 10 years, mak-
ing it hard enough for them to drum up any support on
campus without an added ingredient of being viewed as
a bunch of bullies. The bottom line: if you want your fel-
low students to go to games and be enthusiastic about
Saluki football, don't give them another reason not to.

Other students who conducted themselves in a dis-
graceful way that night al<o need to realize that fighting
with fellow students is juvenile and dangerous. Just
because rugby players or other students are not a‘iliated
with the Athletic Department provides no excuse for
them to behave like hooligans on weekends.

Come the fali, the Saluki football team will be back
in the public eye for their performances on the ficld.
People in Southern Illinois want to be able to pull for
the guys wearing Saluki helme:s. However, another inci-
dent or two like what happencd at that party might
make community members decide they have better ways
to spend their Saturday aftemoons than to root for play-

ers who scem to have forgotten their real opponents do

not reside in Carbondale.

GUEST COLUMNIST

~ Vote for seat at Yale table
ruffles establishment

ER. Shipp
New York Daily News
.eshipp2002@hstmail.com

In the world according to Yale University, le see
him and think: black preacher. People se¢ her and think:
Vietnam Memorial, that black wall so many people
hated way back when but now find a moving tribute to
the fallen of a gencration.

The Rev. David Lee and Maya Lin are vying for the
same trustee’s seat on the board of the Yale rp.,x.hc
policy-making for the New Haven university and
overseer of its $10 billion-plus endowment. Each year
the alumni, 120,000 strong, are permitted to elect one of
their own to 2 seat on the board. They usually choose
from a slate of nominecs, somewhere between two and
five candidates, put on the ballot by a committee of
alumni and Y:Ic officials. But this year, the L:wnumnng

one eand|

Lee had by then :hunlx}ilylzundwd 2 grass-ronts cam-
paign and forced his way onto the ballot through a sel- .
dom-used petition process. He collected 4,500 signa-

* tures. So Yale, the 300-)ur—old institution that helps
define F_mbh.shmcnt. is in a dither because it has 2 full-
fledged campaign on its hands with ads and imass mail-
mgs. Yale officials, while doing their best to

Lin's candidacy; are officially opposed to such politick-
ing. It ain't gentec), they say. But it is rather funny, in a
weird sort of way. Yale feels tl'uutcma{\!I de someone
who says he represents the people of Now Haven, where
the school has been a dmmpx:;x’t’pmcnm for a couple of
centusies, and who has the support of labor unions there,
might actually sit at the same table a5 the board mem-

bers who represent the Establishment.

"There is a blind spot at Yale —no one is ible
for the community interests,” Lez zays, while :’Emu
the case that he would change all that.

Not that the gown part of the classically tense town-

n relationship hasn't been reaching cut to New
aven, Lielping to vmhze that di mz through its pmgr.um
inart, amo

oth.lx‘ whogrvw upin the pmpcts in the Naw

- a3 Sen. Joseph I.a:

Haven area and now serves as pastor of a New Haven

- church, says he just wants the university to do more with

and for the sty

"The one thing that arigers me the most — makes
me so angry — is that people hz\t the audmly to think
I don'e lavc h!:, he told tie YaIchly lews.

Lin has said very little since her nomination, prefer-
ring d}::l;{:lc way; \vhxch includes heavy pohndung on

bel

1 think it prrcﬁ:r.L‘)lc to rely on my background,
accomplishments and affection for Yale rather than some

* new comments thar might be interpreted as trying to

gamer votes,” she said in a statement to alumni.

Lin has the Establishment behind her. Lec has the
unions, She's ( the Yale Graduates for Responsible
Trusteeship. He's got the state’s attomcy general as welt
But none of these endorse-
ments says a thing abeat what cither candidate would
do ford Y:Lk:i or, God forbid, the world beyond. This is
"sound and fury, signifying nothing.” What this is not is
clear. Itis noﬁl:xymﬂcg:‘gutg t’cmlz!!\::"i Yale has had
women on its overwhelmingly male board before, This is
not about choosing a favored “minority” and, thus, mak-
mgsomc sort of statement. Yale has been there, done

For Yalies, who can be found in all w:lh of life all
over the world, this is a big deal. The feroity of the bat-
de confirms how nsistant institutions #-¢ to that which
is unorthodax. Ard that's why this £ nt is important
b?vnd Yale. The issues being fought out — the struggle

rmxgmahzcdpooplc(obeh the conflict between

and the M:m\md it—
are repeated throughout ilre nation. of the dcba!c
over whether the in charge of reds

- lower Manhattan shqu!d include a representative of:hc

vxcu.ms familics.
Fiven non-Yalies can watch the outcome in New
Hav:n as a mmirror of the cunrent state of the nation.

Ms Sbl%ﬂ columnist for the New Ymi’Dm{y News. She
won the Pulitzer Prizz for ommentary in 1996. Her viewis

" donot mrwanly rglm those gﬁk Dany Eovprun.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

€ ¢ Never hate your cnemies, it affects
your judgment.??

d'"ﬁodlathe(]lr" .

O R

. WORDS OVERHEARD.
‘ ‘ I'm embnmsscd for our football tcam and vur program. Our players should have had

S ieie s eals e e aa A a YN st e b kAt s ey

more sensc than to get themseives involved in something like this. They should have -
been smarter than to put thcmselves |nt0 a sntunnon where they can be accused 29
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_your group,

What’s in a name?

In a world of changing racial loyal-
ties, it becomes very easy to advocate
racial positions that may not be your
own. In recent months, we have seen
African people in America celebrate the
role of Denzel Washington and Halle
Berry in glorifying their acting successes
for all Black people; we have seen

* Africans be questioned about their loy-

alties to America and its war on terror-
ismi, even my Zambian girlfriend has
decided to question the ultimate truth
behiad the term “African” as 1 apply it to
“Black Americans.” All this makes me
think about what we chose to advocate
as our identities. : .
Should 1 understand myself only as a

X black male, an identity that is defined in

isolation to black women, and continen~

tal Africans? If I chose to define myself -

as this “black male” who or what do I
exclude? Am I oppositionally construct~
ses of individ

DA 1Y E(;YPTIAN

COLUMNISTS

kyta_swan@hotmail.com . .

ual, becomes the advocate for the exten-
sion of culture. This may not scem to be

-that important, but think about it. How

would a triumph for all African people
in America be interpreted if the triumph
itself was based in a denigrated identity?
‘What extension of culture would that
be? Halle won an Oscar for a role that
fed into the stercotype of a black woman
and her lust for a white man —who . -
dered her Black husband. We can

ed against certain categy o
als? Do black women
become contlicted by

. Should I understand  the nature of the
myself only as a black
male, an identity that mysc Whatand

terms by which 1
chose to define

who do I exclude?

is defined in isolation Berter yet, who
to black women, and - excludes me because I

* am a "black male?”

continental Africans? Lets see. Black

women would have

to becauss the term
“male” would traditionally imply some
power dynamic that traditionally exists
in European culture. White women
would find it hard to sympathize as well
with my patriarchal tendendies, and
white tnen ... well we all know of the
traditionally erotic nature of a “black”
man’s lynching,

So, if all this is constructed on the
mere terms of my “existence.” then how
can we not exclude all and any people
we are surrounded by? That’s a pretry .
profound qucstion, but I don't think that
it is necessary. The obligation is only to
c sharing of power and
identity {culture) only becomes impor-
tant in terms of what that culture
accepts and whom shall that culture
protect, hence identity, group or individ-

_of her

say. this is still a “black” accomplishment,
but ths nature of the accomplishment
should be questioned.
The: position of the [
to the benefit of African women and
African people really need to be ques-
tioned for what it is. Just because she is
a black person who happens to be a
woman, is it also the upsp:that her life is
symbolic of black women? Just because
she adopts a term, is it 2 necessary part
t she is able to claim all “black
women?” Do we celebrate all accom-
plishments of black people even when
they are not ing from us or to our
benefit> We chose to celebrate and
advocate these identities. Black womes
claim they are oppressed by all men, and
black men claim that they are victims of
a racist system, but these ideas are oppo-
sitionally constructed. So, to be a black
woman or black man excludes the inter-
ests of the group that fundamentally
constructed the experience of the gender
identity. Let’s lhtexni next time when we
say what we are without knowing “what
we are.

1 ek

My Nommo appears on Wednesday. Temmy
i3 & senior in pbilesophy and political sci-
ence. His views do not necessarily reflect
those of the DAILY EGYPTUAN.

BY TOMMY CURRY

A new home, a new closet

It's funny, but while I myself have
moved five or six times throughout col-
lege, I've always called the same place
“hone.” However, that changed this
week as my father pounded a large
Century 21 sign into the lawn outside
my parents’ house of 23 years. I know
change is inevitable, and I consider
myself lucky. To this point, I have never
had to experience a giant family move.
I've never had to leave behind secret
hiding places or beloved pets’ graves
before. But at the same time, I think
that means I've missed out on an
important part of growing up, and now
I'm not really sure how to deal with
this, There are a lot of memorics
wrapped up in 23 years. It also means a
Iot of, well, accumulation. I've spent the

- last few days sorting through decades of

grade school art projects, little league
.

F an sale won-
dering where to draw the linc at keep-
sake or trash pile.

To be honest, I've never had to really

" say “goodbye” to anything before. Any

time I wanted to clear up some space
from my own living quarters, the excess

" items were always boxed up and moved
_to a storage resting place at Mom and

Dad’s house. In a way, 1 feel like I am

prioritizing my life. And the scary part

is, I don't sce many priorities left. At

first, I thought it would be hard to part

with any of my life’s “work.” I sat for
three hours on my bedroom floor,
pulling 11 years’ worth of old school
newspapers out of boxes. I stared into
my closet mirror, piles of my childhood
scattered around me in the reflection.
Re-reading each of my bylines, the nos-
talgia overwhelmed me. This was me.
This is who I am, where I came from,
and what I belicve in as a journalist. I
stared at my reflection.

How could I part with any of these
and still keep my integrity? Butas 1
began to reluctantly fill one Hefty sack
after another, something slowly came

. over me, I couldn’t help but get carried

away in the spirirual, cleansing feeling
of it all. To begin with, I've never seen
my bedroom so clean before. And the
closct space — it's almost orgasmic. I'd

Not Just

Another

Priddy
x- L Face
"~BY GRACE PRIDDY

vulcanlogic81@hotmail.com

forgotten you can actually hang clothes
in there when there aren't stacks of
newsprint headlines blocking the way. 1
stared at the blank white walls as if for
the first time, mesmerized by the sheer
tidiness of it all. In a truly transcenden-
talist moment, I beamed at the four
empty comers. ©

Carrying armloads of Grace Ellen
Priddy to the curb, I breathed in the
spring air and sighed. I finally felt like a
grown-up. It was true — I wasn'ta
child anymore, 2nd I was finally free of
all those juvenile remnants cluttering
my path to adulthood. It wasn't until
hours later as I heard the garbage truck
pull away from the sidewalk with my
whole life in tow that I realized the
impact of my whirlwind cleaning tour. I
climbed the stairs back to my bedroom
and stared in at the cold, sterile remains
of my upbringing. I threw open the
closet door, and held back tears as 1
stared into the tidy void. How could I
have been so careless?

I didn't even make a scrapbook. It
was gone, all of it, and my whole life
with it. So, having no choice but to
begin anew, I start fresh this morning
with an empty bedroom in unfamiliar

dings, but a little ger sense
of self. I open'my closet door and stare
into the mirror. I watch the same
reflection as yesterday flip through
these pages. I sct today’s DE on the
bare floor and close the door, realizing I .
still have the best scrapbook money.can
buy. .

Not Just Anotber Priddy Face appears en
Wednesday. Grace is a senior in architec-
tural studies, Her views do not necessarily
reflect those of the DAILY EGYPTUAN.

Wendler, Sunset Concerts
are more important
than you know

DEAR EDITOR: -

In response to the Aprl 16 *Our Word” article
regarding Sunset Concerts, although I graduated in
2000, I still check up on STU via the DE's website.
Thank you for the information! I was saddened ro
hear about what might happen to Sunset Conet-ts
and thrilled with the DE's perspective. It scems noth-

» ing hos changed as far as tryins to bring SIU and the
ity of Carbondale togethez. Is Wendler trying to kil
one of the few events that does just that? Ive been to
numerous cor.certs and can definitely say they are one
of the few things summer school students look for-
ward to. Pechaps a ptition frum students (current and
past) and residents would help him realize how
important they are to S[U and the community. This is
one thing that should not be given up without a fight!

Alisha J Schitfli
Irdianapols, Ind

DE editoiial unfair to Archer

DEAR EDITOR . ;

1 am writing this letter in response to the “Our
Word,"“In Clark We Trust,” from Monday The
kading sentence is an outright Lie. Bill Archer CAN

 theimageof STUThe

LETTERS

shake the bad-boy image, and that is what he is cur-

rently doing. Archer has sincerely done everything he
can to shake this image. The image only Lies in the
biased minds of the DAILY EGYPTIAN editorial
board. Besides getting involved in politics again,

. Archer is currently serving as the president of Phi

Sigma Kz

ﬁenpt:PhiSigmaKappzdmhnb«n receiv-
ing praise for the positive things they are doing
mz SIU J:pus and IJE: community. Archer
is working hard to be the voice of the students while
comveniently only his alleged past is mentioned. It is
the DALY EGYFTIAN that deserves “only chuckles”
for their comments while Archer’s hard work and
commitment tu students deserves him the spot of
student trustee. : - .

Robart Gene or
3 mm

v pomure, public
riember of Pbi Sigma Kappa fraternity

Wanna a new image -
for SIU, start with a
campus makeover
DEeAR EDITOR: -
I am writing in response to Chano-llor Viendler's
uﬂdemxdoﬂnnt:nﬁamdnmpumdwg:

has spent countless dal-

lars on giving STU this great rew image. They
ing to get rid of the party school black eye that STU-
has curried for 30 yearz. Chancellor, take a Jook
around. Don't you think there are bigger problems
around this phice? The campus has become embarrass-
ing, The buildings are falling down and the ones that
are not falling doren are 50 out of style you wish they
would. I think best of all is the grass all around cam-
pus (it actually has dandelions growing out of it). The
grass fooks 5o tad | cannat believe thar people can stll
call the campus pretey.

Instead of paying someone $300,000 to change
our party school imagy, why don't we invest some of
that money in a awn mower, some fertilizer, or cven
better yet, we could update some of the buildings
around here. I think the city and STU should go back
to the way things were. Open up the Strip, allow
Carbondale Crawd, 2nd ket this town be the way it
was. Maybe if you do this chancellor, the school and
the town would not look 0 run down. Maybe we
could actually make this place ook  little better;
enrollment might go back up. .

Joseph 1. Battistoni
- febman, polisical

What is student leadership?

DEAR EDITOR: .
Contrusy to the beliefs of some sclf- i
student leaders on this campus recently, is about

oy

far more than onc person. The organization goes far
beyond the president or even the 58 elected senators.
USG is about the appradmate 16,000 students who
count on their student leaders w work as a team to
ensure that their issucs are addressed aad their voices
are heard. Leadership is not about "5 it is about us
and what we are going to do to improve our
Univessity.

Student leadership is about standing up for what
your constituents believe despite being called “bel-
Tigerent and childish” by the misinformed media.
Leadentip is about what you did and not whz? you
“could have easily gamered.” Leaders make their fives
a continual mission in which adversity cannot hinder
because true leaders do not quir. Nor do we thought-
lessly fold to the bureaucracy we call “the administra-

tion.

On tshalf of the Freedom Pasty, 1 would ke to
thank the Daily Egyptian for supporting our actions
this year regarding prayer at graduation, our stance
against encroachmer:* stopping the use of the
Student Organization Activity Fee to pay for admin-
istrative salaries and supporting more diverse efiter-

* ninment in Carbondale, Although the Freedom -

A

Party has taken a strong stance agaist any tuition
hike above the already approved 5 percent and refuse
to homogenize the student body or USG, I conclude
this as an arca where the Daily Egyptian and the -
Freedom Party will have to “agree to disagree.”

sepomers, prychology
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Living legen
celebrates 100
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James Neckers has accomplished much

for SIUC and will not be forgotten

Mark Lambird
Daily Egyplian

There was no Neckers as most people know it today, a
four-story brick building that houses SIUC’ science
departments. But in 1928, the man for whom the build-
ing would eventually be named first set foot on the small
teacher’s coliege that would grow to become a major
University before he left.

James Neckers celebrated his 100th birthday Tuesday
in Carbondale, a long way from New York, where he was

. born in 1902. The route he took to get here included

stops at Hope College in Holland, Mich., and the
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, where he
received his doctorate in chemistry: When his journey
concluded, he was in Carbondale and became one of the
first teachers with a doctoral degree at SIUC.

When Neckers arrived in the small town of
Carbondale, the University served a meager 2,000 stu-
dents. That was in 1928, 20 years before another giant in
the University’s history, Delyte Moris, took over the
helm. When Neckers retired 40 years later, the University
had increased enrollment to more than 20,000 students,

A lasting tribute was paid to this giant after his retire-
ment. The $6 million Physical Science building was
renamed after its completion in 1970 for the person who
was the most influential in developing the chemistry pro-
gram the building would house.

During his tenure at SIUC, Neckers witnessed many

g the acereditation of the chem-
mry pmgnm in masters and doctoral degrecs. Gerard
Smith, chairman of chemistry and biochemistry, said
Neckers is still a figure who is looked up to and revered
in the science program.

“In the study lounge [in Neckers] we have a picture of
the four horsemen — those 05¢ guys sent students to places
such as Harvard and Cal Tech,” Smith said.

James Neckers celebrated his 100th birthday yesterday. Dunng Neckers' time. at SIU, the
University made enormous strides in several areas of expertise:

‘The four h were all chemistry, profe who
helped turn STUC’s program into a ‘Tenowned center of

leamning and higher education. The quartet. included -

Neckers, Kenneth VanLente, Talbert Abbott and Robcn
Scott.

Neckers not only played a role in the dcv:lopmcnt of
SIUC's chemistry program, but also a state-wide retire-
ment plan for those in hxghcr education.

"chusc of cverything he aocompbshed, Twould sy
his are quite di mith said.

While compliments paid by fellow fm:uhy are nice, a
professor’s real reward comes from the accomplishment
of students. Ed Burger, director of the Alumni

ALSO SPONSORED BY:

CLAIROQ

USARKY S

HINTERDO
EAMEBLBE

Encare

SPRIN

Vi

Spunsured hy the

FREEl I. UCKY BOYS CONFUSION @ 2:30 PM:
sit the Activity Fau' 1PM-6PM |
at SIU Arena Parkmg Lot 18 for fun, games; and tons of FREE Stuffl

ol Farmare mfurmatmn call SPC ats3 3393; 3

Association, said the first thing that comes to his mmd
was Neckers' dedication to teaching. - Burger was a student
of Neckers and remembered the unique toich he had
with students.
“He never lost touch of being an educator,” Bu:gc:

said: “That is one of the strengths of this University.”

He said ‘alumni still call to see how Neckers is doing,
30 years after his retirement.

“He has probably touched more lives than just about
anyone at this college,” Burger said.

Rgpar.rr;- Mark Lambird can be reached at
mlambird@dailyegyptian.com
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