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Do you have
something
to say?

Bring letters and
guest columns o

the Dany EGyrnan
newsroom, Room
1247, Commuuicazions
Building.

® Lettersand
oulumnns nust be type-
uritten, double-spaced
and submitted with
author's phot 1D. All
Letters are limited to
300 words and
columns to 500
words. All are subject
w0 editng.

* Letters also are
accepted by e-mail
(edizor@siu.cdu) and
Jax (453-8244).

< Please inclule a
Phone number (not for
publicarion. ) Suudenzs

include year and major,
Faculsy members
include rank and
department. .Non-acn-
demic staff indude posi.
tiom and department
Al others include
author's hometoun.

* The EGriAN
reserves the right o not

publish any letter or
column.
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—THEYRE ALWAYS
SO WILING

difference in a'etention

It’s an old story: Jane Student misses the deadline
to pay her tuition because she didn't reccive the bill
at her new address on time. All of her classes are
then dropped by the University, and after taking
closed class cards to four professors,
the fifth says there just isn’t any room
left.

Every time a student

the future.

These scrvices do more than bring convenience
to time-strapped students. They do some small
things, like reduce panic-stricken outbursts in acade-
mic advisors’ offices and deter some
awkward moments for professors with
full classrooms — but those are not the

The story varies at this point, from g .. most important effects.
the student having to suffer a minor feet.-}l? jilted by a quirk n The most significant effect of mak-
shuffle of plans to a delayed gradua- e system or poor ing it easier for students to pay their
tion date. customer service, it bursar bills and stay registered for

It’s an old story, but STUC's Bursar b;z%“;sms‘}g‘ggeﬁ:jt classes is the larger message those

Office is working for happier endings.

October 1, 2 new link was added to  cOmplete a degree here.

students’ choices on Salukinet, SIUC's

interactive website. The link will take students to a
webpage where they can pay their bursar bill from
anywhere in the world, at any time of the day.

This change follows an adjustment made last fall
that has University employees call students who are
in danger of having their classes dropped. Now stu~
dents are reminded that the deadline is approaching
or advised to make arrangements with the
University.

Another change is in the works to accept credit
card payments with touch-tone phone capability in

processes help convey: STUC is here for
the students.

This University has a unique appeal
that combines the draw of a large school with the
personal attention that helps students succeed.
Every time a student feels jilted by a quirk in the
system or poor customer service, it becomes less
likely that student will decide to complete their
degree here. ) : ‘

The changes made to the Bursar’s Office in the
last year contribute to an overall climate that helps
SIUC meet one of its highest goals — retention of
students. The fewer bureaucratic horror stories that
feature SIUC departments,the better.

Help some fellow humans, for your cwn good

Last February, I wrote a column thanking some of
my neighbors and fellow students for random acts of
kindness. This Fall, however, is a different story. I do not
even feel like T am on the same campus I remember
from last winter,

These days it scems no onc
notices cach other. How many of us
have seen a student in front of us
drop a chn on the ground, and

T Ty
qf herPriddy;Face,

Sty F R

students in front of me walked toward Pulliam Hall in
the rain. They were not together, but kept the same
quick pace through the downpour. One carried a large
umbrella, casily big cnough for two, The other didn't
even have a jacket, and shivered as
she hurried along. The girl with the
umbrella cast an amused glance at the
freezing student and continued down
the sidewalk, never cven seeming to

dyFace;

ignored it simply to avoid having to _aRAIN Notlust Another consider the possibility that she could

mlktoa :mngcx:?"rhey.pmhahly h Priddy Foce appears  share her dry surmur_ldin%s.. .

have another one in their bag any- - ia,  Thursdays. ‘What is wrong with this picture?

way. Likewise, how many of us have AW Graceisajuniorin  Are we really impervious to others
hed ly to dpyy architeaural studies.  peeds? The girl in the rain didn't

pull into a lin of cars at an interscc- : Heropinion does  seem to have leprosy or any other

tion, but v d the bu; i £44] not necessarily scary visible problems. She was just

fm!r]\'t olll‘usv ;ucs(lot‘lvl: sa;c? W :c;xg\lm: N Yaiey ;,";dm the ;3:[} and w:l? So why.was- she !

the person behind us will surely let 3 'ed' p idwestnet ignored by the other student? Because

ksies, but . Jedimstr@mi n we don't care. We don't have time to

them in. We will give b
no fronts, right? T‘;;ﬁ: is not the cafe- .
teria line, after ull. We've all got somewhere to be, and
little time to get there. That other car will understand.
But the problem is becoming more and more univer-
sal, Majoring in architecture, I have grown accustomed
to toting large projects on foot while hiking across cam-
pus. Since the beginning of school in August, I can
count on one hand the number of times a fellow student

“has noticed my load and held a door open for me. If you

are one of those few, I thank you a hundred tiracs over.
If you are not, you probably don't even ber slam-
ming that door in my face. Why the heck should you?

I'm not saying I'm flawless, cither. I'm sure there have '

been times when I have been oblivious o a student's
needs around me. But i
my generation's lack of breeding when it comes to this
sort of kindaess.

A couple weeks ago, I remember watching as two

Iam truly dat |

i carc. We aren'’t in the mood to care,
We won't be graded on the amount of kind acts we initi~
ate during our time here. We can do something nice
)

*. have got the word from.

False fire alarms could be
cure with age-old remedy

DEeAR EDITOR:

It is with growing concem that I read about
the Else fire alarms and real fires accurring in
the student dormitosies. Appeals to the resid,
have not worked.

Installing cameras to oversee fire alzems will
not happen soon. Because of the gravity of the
situation, I propose that the residents of the halls

iment with the time-honored militay tra-
dition of *fire watch.”

Any veteran on campus is familiar with the
drill. Here is how it works.

Beginning at 11 p.m. each night, seven
nights per week, one resident of each floor
remains awake, sitting in the hallway, watching
the fire alarm.

someone from pulling the fire alarm unnecessar-
ly, it will reduce incidents of theft and miscon-
duct and it will allow everyone to sleep soundly
through the night.

1fan alarm IS pulled, someonc will be there
to account for it. Evesyone who lives in the
dorm participates, from the Head Resident to
the resident assistant to the residents, them-
selves. Problem solved. .

Ieis not collective punishment but a form of
community policing and it works. It is a simple
solution, cost free and of very little consequence
to those residents who just want a good night's

sk
u%'hc_qu:sdun remains if residents will acrual-
)

Joe Zimny
M.BA candidate in political science

Discrimination goes both
ways between races
DEAR EDITOR:
ﬁislemrisinmgudmdwmmmennm-
rounding last week’s article, where a DE wuiter
used *black” instead of African-American.
hupscsm:t}utpoo‘lalcwmld:m:ka .
writer, when the usage of “black” is used by black
organizations, on campus and off.
's look at'a few. .
+ - The socety for black engineers — this orga-
nization offends me in every way; not because

" they use “black” in their name, and no one else |

seems to be offended. I'am not an engincerin,
student, but I am a white student. Oh, excuse
me European-American Student. They take
contributions, for an assodiation that helps to
promote ONLY black students. Now, does my
maj, administration of justice, have a group
that promotes white students? No. Why?
Because that would be radst.

Let us name another, BET, Black
Eatertainment Television. Now, no one is
attacking a prominent tele sision station for using
“black” instead of Aftican-Amesican. Why? I
just don’t know. But what I do know is if some-
one would start a White Entertainment )
“Television, it would be deemed radist.

How about a Black Ameriean Scholarship
Fund? Oh, they call me all the time, asking for
donations, but I refuse to give to a discriminato-
1y organization. I never once received 2 aall from
the white American college fund, and I never
got offered free money just for being white. But
Thave nover voiced my epinion until now.

So to all the people who want to atrack a
writer for using “black” in 2 article, look at the «
discriminatory organizations where he/she could

Stzpilen Conrad
Junior in administrasion of justice

I raised the question in my head
then that I'am raising out loud
now: what was their agenda then,

- and what is their agenda now?

Tom BRITTON

later to make up for four years of being inc

*y  Come on, people, Think about how many times you

have been ignored in your hour of need. It's just like
Paul McCartney once said: the love you take is equal to
the love you make. So reach out and help somebody. I

romise it won't kill you to let that old man carrying one
item go ahead of your heaped shopping cart in the gro- .
cery line. It won't kill you to give up your seat on the bus
so the girl with crutches can rest for 2 moment before
she has to get back out on the sidewalk. And.who
knows? You might just feel good about it.

Give it a try. Satisfaction guaranteed. If you don't feel
like a better person, you can slam the door in front of
my face extra hard next time for good measure. But don’t
knock it till you've tried it.

P in reference to the Faculry
Assodiaton’s motives ir, the stalled negotistions.

This offer wil only widen the

" (salary) gap betWien SIUC and our
.- peer institutions, Wechallenge the

board to put on the table an offer
that will satisfy both faculty and
civil service.
« . MormEa DANTSHDOOST
- Faculty Association presidir:, in reference to the
administation's initial offers to Faculty and civil service
employees fo- their next union contracts.




RUTY I

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2000 * PAGE 5

Simon promotes
freedom in Ghana

Teray L. DEAN
DaiLy EGYPTIAN

Paut Simon belicves " “But particularly in
the Afiican country of Africa/Ghana rer  sountrics.
Ghana §s becoming a just cantt pay
freer sodiety, but still joumalists that much
necds d \ and that can make it
improvements, follow- very difficult to put
ing his trip to the coun- out quahly publica-
try last week. tions.”
Simon, director of Peter Amponsah,
the Public Policy an SIUC graduate
Institute, was part of a student in joumal-
small delegation of edu- ism, is very familiar
cators and political lead- with Ghana’s media.
e ers that visited the Amponsahisa native
Ziwiti em democra of Ghana and stud-
S AP 4”“%=“' 'ﬂx:rgxmpg“m orgznn?d ied joumnlism there
" Ky MaLoney ~ Dany Egveman by the Freedom Forum, a US. based orga-  beft g to STUC three years ago. He
FIRE IN THE HOLE F'refghter Dana MacCiimmon prepares the miniz*ure living room of the ‘nization that pmmoﬂs democratic prac- slldﬂbfdﬂf-gﬂdmchmlﬁﬂ printand
bondale Fire Dep h for the next fire safety demonstration in front of Lowe's tiocs in dev broadcast media outlets bocame privatt
Wednesday af MacCri led children through the trailer full of fire hazards to show children Heand mdd%"‘m oxplored sever- Before then, the media were less likely
first-hand what they can do to prevent dangers in their homes. The firehouse will be at the Carbondale d m of lift in Ghan, '-“d“‘i“g to aiticze the govermment and military;
Fire Department on Oakland from 1-4 on Saturday for National Fire Prevention Week. incresed froedoms within the countrys  fearing harssment from govemment sup-
j . media establishment. porters, but much of that has changed
- - smd"?\cy'mnminghhﬁght&maiom“ now, Amponsah said. widof
) - id Simon, who has visited the count “They are more outspoken,” he said of
zggmrofli:ING :lIf:ppmvnd, dicpmposz]would result in fees reaching | nwr times, both asa US. a:g ﬂxcnéyz.'Asw:bcmntachJbﬁc,lhe
- or 00, specifically in art and equestrian pro- since his retirement in 1996. ncwspapasmxrmdnmmpow:rbcnusc
- . . grams. Campus officals would then have one year o of Ghana’s press restrictionswere  we have l protection. The pri-
University was unable to raise fees to keep up with the cost  appraise students of the increased fees, lified in 1993 foll ing reforms  vate newspapers became more vibrant.”
of class als because of the i ‘The board mecting, which will take place in Ballroom throughout the country that resulted in less One of greater freedom is
‘The IBHE decided to lift the moratorium this year  “B” of the Student Center at 10:30 a.m., will be the first govemnmznt control of the media. the risk that comes with that freedora.
and allow the University to proceed with the fee propos-  meeting since STU President James Walker took office. Pat of the goal was to goin and offer  Africa has had several past inddents of
asismm:mdxcmmn'y,hn}w!pﬁcm violence directed against journalists and
_ . p— viewsdwithskep-  political activists who questioned the gov-
Supreme Court hears disability case | snpoymi=iv =,
p own institutions, Simon said. The 1987 film “Cry Freedom” chroni-
: “You have to handle these things deli-  cled the life and subsequent 1977 murder
CAarYN Rousszau ADA lawsuits accusing states of unfair treatment of aately. You don't want to go over thercand  of South African political activist Stephen
TMS CAMPUS the disabled. The Court's decision, which boils down say, 'Wete the good guys, and we want to  Biko, played by actor Denzel Washington.
to a states’ rights issue, is expected by next summer. tell you how to do things,” he said. Simon recalled incidents of journalists
e case pits the university against two former Despite recent changes, the mediacon=  in Africa and other countrics who were
WASHINGTON — Attorneys for the employees, Patricia Garrett and Milton Ash. Garret tinues to struggde in part because much of  killed or harassed because of their stories
University of Alabama-Birmingham asked the says the university demoted her from her job as head the counuy is poor, which can affect how '!pmn., corrupt eaders. He said that risk
Supreme Court chncsday to prevent two former maternity nurse after she took a four-month leave to print and broadcast outlets conduct busi-  becomes an unfortunate part of the
employees from suing the university under the scck chemotherapy for breast cancer. Ash, a security ness, Simon said. rocess.
Americans with Disabilities Act. guard who suffers from severe asthma, says that con- “African publications arc like American “Tt does happen occasionally,” he said.
The Supreme Court's decision could affect col- - tinued iznorance of a no-smoking policy aggravated publications, some of them are good and ~ “There are some risks in developing
lege campuses if it rules broadly enough to include all  his condition, some of them arc not so good,” he said.  nations. There’s no question about it

3 52
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DULY PETPTHY

News

Historic home swinging with g’hoqtlv actrvxtv

Carbu ndale legend says Hundley
House murder victims haunt residence

MARLEEN TROUTT
. DALY EcvPTian

Editor’s note: This story is the second in a four-part series of local places
with hawnted bistories. The stories will run each Thursday leading up to
Halloween.

make them rest. Or so goes the legend of the Hundley
House.

Hialking touxrd the bouse, I could feel the breath of the past warming
the cool might. The bistory of the home was ctched in cvery stately brick, in
ecery stained-glass flower. The slain Hundley’s were telling their story on
cach reaking step of the staircase. They wicldrt rest — not 72 years afer
their insoboed murder; and not when they could be a Carbondal legend

The eaormous brick home is still as impressive as jt must have
becn to then-Carbondale Mayor J. Chas. Hundley when it was built
in 1915,

"The Hundley house, €01 W. Ma'n St is now a posh shop boast-

You can bury bodies in Oakland Cemetery, but you can't

ing lovely gifis and interiors, but its history is spellbound in mvth and -

mystery.

At 11:45 p.m. Dec. 12, 1928, the former mayor, then 75, and his
philanthropist wife, Luclla Hundley; 57, were shiot dead by 45-caliber
revolver bullers,

Beside the main staircase in the house, the Dec. 13,1928 edition
of the Carbondale Free Press is framed.
“Hundley crime most shocking in generation,” reads the domi-

nating headline. “No clue seems left behind. Bloodhounds hampered - *

and tmil weakened by rain.” A sign above the article shows a finger
pointing up that reads, “To Mayor Hundley’s Knock Off Room.”

Other aricles in the antiquated paper like, “Cuiro sheriff pleads
guilty to liquor plot,” portray the rowdy times. Though the Hundley
murder was never solved, speculation abounds with tales of prohibi-
tion and mobsters.

The only suspect was J.C. Hundley’s son from « previous mar-
riage, who was allegedly involved in a bootlegging ring. Some
belicved the stepson shot the pair for inheritance money. He was
never charged, got the monzy and still lived in the area until his recent
death.

"The bullet that rocketed Luella out of the 1920s and into Jocal
mythology has still left its mark. Though covered by paint, the bullet
hole 1emains by the private, back staircase leading from the kitchen.

Victoria Sprehe, the current owner of the gift shop, says thatwhen
she is alonz in the house, lights turn on.

“It could just be the 2ir,” she said motioning to the doonway close
to where Luella checked out. "But that deor will pop open and you
can hear creaking on the steps.

Sprehe belizves that Ludlas ghost has followed her home from
\mrLAﬁu"cnmunghomcshe has heard pots 2l pans clanging and
light= have tumed on in her own kitchen.

“It’s not like a scary presence,” Sprehe said. “It’ a very pcm:ﬁ.'l
vibe.”

Sprehe said one day the store’s compact-disc chz.ngcr got stuck

TED ScHURTER = Daily EGYRTIAN

Nina Bucdarelli lives at the Hundley. House in Carbondale. The house was the sma of-an unsolved double murder in-1928
and some say the spirits of the slain Hund!eys sull occupy the house:

ina

“We kept forwarding it to the next song and 1tkzptmc]<m§
Sprehe said: “Finally ] told Laura [rmiy employee] just to take the CD:
out because 1 was tired of listening to it. She opened itard theie was-
ntaCDin the CD playec”. -

There was no eerie feeling, no tiling spine, and no bairs standing on
lbeba&lfrrynm{'_??xrtfm Irving out my childhood ° Doo”fan-
tasies and my adult "X-Files” obsessicn. I was Agent Midder without a
phantom in sight.

"OKHuﬂqus,'Irbrd:dlbcnImtporr}; T here to see you.” The porch
suring began to rock as if a gertle wind bad stroked its chains. ‘Bt what
«nnd?']ﬂ»ﬂd:m!mtbemﬂdzﬂy'lbe October night.

“Ar night if you dnvebyﬁlcpormmmg,xtspxstmvmgmgzwa)
said Sprehe’s daughter, Nina Bucuanlh. “I think Mt and Mrs.
Hundley still like to swing at nij

Sprehe said her husband hadalso Toticed the porch swmgsway-
ing when thiere scemed to be no wind.

Bucdarelli, a soph in: speech from
Carbondale, said she went to the store one night and walked down
dxcsmusnmrwlxmLudh\msshxn"Ihcnmdzysheﬁ’lIﬂL

"Iwasmbedforzwodaysundcrmedune. said Bucciarelli; “T
hadafcwd:mnudlztlwaswa]lngduwnthemzsmdl\’[r.and
Mrs. Hundley walked by and called me by name.” -

Bucdarelli said strange sounds from the back stai
_ James Moustakas, a tenant in one of the upstairs apartments, has
huxd"crw.king on the steps, but believes it could be the house set-

" ¥t a Bide creepy,” Moustakas, 2 senior in clothing and textiles
from New]r:sc} said of living in the house; “but the rent’s sight”

Sprehe is working with-a local radio station to arrange a
Halloween sleepover in the Hundley House.

“Ifyou dare,” Sprehe said jokingly.

Those who lm: or work in the elegant home are not feacfial of
sharing jt with: apparitions of Carbondale. pioneers. When they
speak of the: haunting, their eyes wistfully twinkle, showing their
enchentment with the mystery:

Nmmbmdnungdaum}llam&'mef, my eyes drift to that porch
swing. I envision the Hundleys rocking as they watdh their hometown
progeess into the 215t centuury. I admire their. resobve. Even though they-

- ummbbtdy'.b:zrliva, mtmmdealbwn:tealtbnrbvma

intermet meets Green Acres |

Online agribusinesses
change the way
farmers do business

Jason Coxer
DaiLy. EGYPTIAN

SIUC and universities are changing the way they
educate agriculture students to reflect the latest tech~
nologicl developments now used in the agribusiness
industry.

Agribusinesses are getting onlific at a rapid pace,
and more than two-thirds now access the Intemet.
More than 600,000 farms currently have acoess. Of
that, 15 pere=nt have actively engaged in e-com-.

merce, according tv the United States Department of -
dculture,

'pm-tofﬁmn

healthcare and' supplements, while 25 percent of
farmess have sold fivestock on the Intemner.

USDA ﬁgums state that computer-literate farm= ‘

ers are in ly youzger and college educated;

although, older mers are also entering the realm of * |

e-commerce.

Bob Maulding, a senior in agnbusm& econom-
ics from Casey, said he has scen more Internet sites
devoted to farming, including <rooster.com>,
swwwagrinews-pubs.com>, and' the Illinois Farm

Burczu site, <fb.com/ilfb>. He: said the Intemmiet is .

P g 2 mulitude of ities for famers.
“Theres a lot more mformznon for farmers on
there,” Maulding said: “There are some options

whﬂr:ﬁ.rmersmngnan]memmdofbuymgﬁvm -l

local retailers”

" Satellites, gmu.nd«pomnonmg sysn:ms that mom- -

tor ficld produ and- 2

bc cﬁuml if it can be profitabile, which is why

Steve Kraft, of the Departr of

Agribusiness Ecom)mis, said farmers are accessing
the Intemet t2 do business at an extremely fast rate.
He said c-co:nmerce was not even an issue two years
ago. This summer he saw commodxry prices being
queted for the first time.

“In the last couple of years there has been an. |

explosion in the number of farmers who have
Intemnet access,” Kraft said. “At the same time, there
has been a real growth in the number of URLS asso-

* . cated with agriculture and associated‘ with  vendors

trying to provide agricultural services via a computer.”

Farmers are looking for all sorts of things on the
Intemet. Commodity prices, weather information,
sales of products and services to producers are a few
reasons for farmers to go enline:

Other causes inchude the buying of fertilizers,
chemicals and: seeds. According to the USDA, 32
percent of online purchases have been for livestock

help.

“Likewise, Kraft said agricultural students need to
know how o use high-tech equipment if they expect
to compete in the modem, global economy. At pre-
sent, SIUC does not offer classes on e-commerce, but

Kraft said the Intcemet is being incorporated in some - |

classes and this trend wili grow in the coming years..

"\’chmmngwtuchaboutmumou:dzs
es,” Kraft said. “Our students are becoming aware of
the vast amount of information and vendors that are
out there on the Intemet.”

Kraft said siall farmers can sﬁllrpmspcrm thc
modemn economy, but they will have to grow special=
ty crops that need attention large farms usually can-
not provide. He said certzin types of soybern crops
dutamusedtomzk:mﬁx,uwdlaspeppmmng
‘whichis b i in Indiana; are moze

often banggm\mbysnullﬁnm:s ’

‘must tum to 2ll sorts of w:hnology for.

‘. two yweeks to

Flu Vaccme supply yet to ava

NicoLE OHRT,
. DALY EGYPTIAN *

SIUC Student Health Services will have
no fear this flu season. Problems in manu-
ﬁcmnng the mﬂumvam.m: for the 2000~
01 flu season have caused It delays in’
nationwide distiibution. Luckly, STUC wﬂl
riot be burdened By the delays; -

" The vaixine, which is normally available. - pus

in €arly October, will not arrive on CAmpUS,
until Nov. 17; the day before
" break. Sue Chzncy,

unt:.
- The mﬂucnm vacdine is 2 oombmauun

i ofdm dxﬁ'utntmms ofdmmﬂucnu‘-
M:\uld.mgsa.\dagnclﬂnuehasm. 2|7 virus t

e had
gmmngd:eAPammzsmmofmevmxs
‘and: during. the summer the Center for

-, Disease Control wamned of a possible short-

ag‘:‘Or. Oct. 6 the Center: for. Disease:
Control released’a. statement saying there
would not he a shortage, but a substantial
d:laym distribution;

““Thic later you immunize peopl, the less

kel they will ave the artibody ters bult
up,” said’ Rollin: Pcrkms medical’ chief of .

smff for STUC Student Halth Scmos “It

phanmacy Sor of
SIUC Student Healthi Services, says STUC
wﬂl'xuﬁv:ilsﬁxﬂmdoscordanf&xevz'e-' -

takes up to,two months to bm.[dup the max-

imum iinmanity.” '
The: minimum levels ohmmmury take
grow after immuhnizztion.
 Perdins said Health Services likes to have
" the vaccine in stock for 1t feast s:xwu\s
before the flu season begiiis.
According to the Center for Disease

f

-The teams are in close g
. would spread like \ildfire, Perkins said:

Comml, the opum;xl time to vacdinate high-
tisk persons is svally from Ocrober through

Mid-] November, -because -the " influénza

actiity in: the United' States. usually peaks -

* between late December and eady March.

The Center for Disease Control’ estirnates.
more thaii 20 percent of ifs 75-million doses
may not be available until December.

“Our worry is ‘really for the pesple in-,
here in health care and the athletes on cam-
who travel- nauonwxdc, like the swim'
team or baskitball team,” Perkins said:

Perkins wants to eliminate the pom'bdzry

of athletes bringing thé virus with them to

campus upon retuming Eom away, gamts
and ‘the fiu

The shipment SJUC: Student Health
Services will receive is intended for thevtu- ;

. “deats and campus health-care staff. I past -

Yedrs; campus faculty and staff received thie -
vaceine during clinics in the Student Center.

. Perkins does not know if faculty and staff;
will have dlesnmcamtssdusyurbeuuscof

the delays,
Thcmﬂummvuusxsnma&talﬂhssm
rost of the population. Perkins encourages
highzrisk persons, including the eldexly, dia- -
betics, severe asthmatics or pcnplc stricken

with Bronchitis to get the vacdine'as soon as

it becomes available. These high-risk people
‘are most susceptible toinfluenza progressing
into a serious, possibly fatal, tal, illness, -

Peckins said Nov, 27\he first day of
classes after iving break; students
cn make appointments. with. Student
Health Services and receive the: vaccine,
Influenza vaccinations will-be offered undil .

“the supply runs out, vsually early it the
‘spring semester. '
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Route to success doesn’t always wind through a college campus

Ross WERLANP
CHicAGO TRIBUNE

CHICAGO — Tony Metealf basically is
bypassing college, and his mother couldn'’t be
prouder.

A’graduate of Zion-Benton High School
this year at 17, Tony has begun a machinist
apprenticeship that in four years will launch
him into a profession that, according to jobs-
market observer J. Michael Farr, has increasing
difficulty finding qualified workers.

“This is something he really likes,” Mary
Metcalf said. “I'm glad he found something he
enjoys. There’s a lot of call for it now. The aver-
age age of a machinist is in the '50s.” .

She had seen this coming since he was a
mechanically inclined youngster, and she saw no
reason to fight him about going to college. Well
spoken and with an obvious sense of direction,
he will be doing some college work, he said, but
only what is necessary to get his machinist cer-
tificate in four years, time during which he is
being paid by his employer to leam.

“I'm not stupid. I've been in accelenated

classes since my freshman year,” he said. “But |

just because you have a degree doesn’t mean you
getajob,

“I got into the trade because I'm 2 real gear-

head. T wanted to.build my own car parts and
get into the custom car field.” - .

" ation of

day. With more schooling later in life, “I

could slide right into mechanical engincering,”
he explained. :

Tony Metcalf would scem to represent
something of an anomaly in today’s educational
climate of college first, college last, college for-
ever.

Yet he certainly is not alone among
Americans who cither do not attend college,
postpone it or pick and choose from what it has
to offer. -

Only about one-fourth of students who
began post-secondary education in the 1989-90
academic year received a bachelor’s degree or
higher by 1994, according to a survey by the
College Board, a national, not-for-profit associ-

ities and other ed ] orga-

nizations.
More . broadly, only 24.4 percent of
Americans 25 and older had completed a bach-

clor’s degree or more by 1998, according to the

U.S. Census Bureau,

Few people will argue that education is a bad
idea, but there are those who assert that there
arc many ways to achieve it. Among them are
two_authors espousing the idea that college is
not an automatic rotite to a better life.

“The importance of college from the per-
spective of the quality of a whole life is vasdy
overrated,” writes Herbert Kohl, a University of
San ‘Francisco educator and author of “The

. Question is College,” originally- published in
B

That’s not to say he won't change di

1989 and reprinted b /Cook in 1998.

“Sending children directly to college after high
school may be an expensive and unwise invest-
ment if they do not have the slightest idea of
what they want to make of their lives.

“Colleges do not provide the experience or
the breadth of vision that allows young people
to get a feel for what they might love to do with
their lives. In fact, for many youngsters college is
a distraction, a delaying tactic, a way of putting
off deciding upon a life’s work for another four
years after high school. Unfortunately, that
delay can become extended throughout life, and
many people live cither without having discov-
ered what they would like to make their life’s
work or discover it too late to do it.”

Koh! addresses the high anxiety among par-
ents of non-college children this way: “This
often requires rethinking one’s own priorities, of
backing away from the foolish propaganda
about the importance of a college cducation and
looking closcly, and with love, into the hearts of
your children.”

Kohl, 62, a Harvard University alumnus and
longtime educator from elementary school
through high school and college, could be a soul
mate of another San Francisco-area author and
fellow Harvard alumnus, Danielle Wood, 27.

*I graduated from college having no clue
what I wanted to do,” said Wood, author of
“The Uncollege Alternative,” printed this year

ReganBooks. “You have hundreds of thou-

to do is get away from home, so they go off to
college. But there are other ways to do that.”

Wood's approach is that college may be a
means to an end, but it's not an end. She touts a
menu of options for clearing out mental cob-
webs, from volunteer work, internships, overseas
travel, even working at one of Club Med's vaca-
tion villages. (Of course, military recruiters
would love to point out that time in the service
can help a person sort things out, then have col-
lege money on the other side.)

She said she decided to write the book after
interviewing many perplexed bigh school stu-
dents as one of Harvard’s alumni counselors.
“The kids kept saying, ‘Can I take time off?’
And they didn't know their options.”

Harvard, in fact, not only has n> problem
with its ircoming students taking a year off, the
university actually encourages it if the students
are so inclined, said Dan Drummond, senior
admissions officer.

“One of the things we put in our letters of
admission is the deferral option,” he said. “If
you're interested in taking a year off, we encour-
age it. We have found that without fail, students
who have taken a year off come into the college
experience with a refreshed attitude, a better
sense of why they're here. They are slightly more
mature than their peers.”

Despite the school’s openness, only 50 to 70

Y g
sands of bored-out-nf-their-minds kids sitting
together in high school rooms, and all they want

And for good reasons:
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dents out of 1,650 admitted over each of the
last few years have taken the school up on the
offer, he added.
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