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NEWS, page 3: If I don’t get the shot, can I take a sick day?
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Fire set
Police investigating 3 sexual
in former assaults reported in Schneider
junior high
Alicia Wade
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Man arrested in
connection with incident
Brandon Augsburg
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIUC police department has issued a
campus safety alert after three sexual assaults
were reported in Schneider Hall on Saturday.
The first incident occurred between 1:45
and 2:30 a.m. According to a police report,
an 18-year-old female student was allegedly
sexually assaulted. Two male students have

been identified as suspects, according to the
police report, and the investigation continues.
No further details were available.
An unrelated incident occurred between
3:20 and 4 a.m. According to the campus
safety alert, two 18-year-old female students
told police they were sleeping in their room in
Schneider Hall when they heard a noise in the
hallway. One of the victims reportedly said she
thought it may have been friends and opened

the door. She told police she saw three males
standing in the hallway, closed the door and
returned to her room. The two suspects then
opened the door, entered the room, sexually
assaulted both women and left.
The first suspect, who goes by the name
“Jay,” is described in the police report as a
black male, 5-feet-10-inches tall, with black,
See INVESTIGATION, Page 13

A Crystal Lake man was arrested early
Wednesday morning after a Carbondale police
officer spotted a fire burning in one of the
classrooms of the old Lincoln Junior High
building.
Officers found Kevin D. Pempek, 28, of
Crystal Lake at the building, located at 501 S.
Washington St., around 1:45 a.m., and he was
arrested after a short investigation.
Pempek was charged with two felonies
— criminal damage to government property
and arson of person/real/property — and one
misdemeanor — criminal trespassing. He was
transported to the Jackson County Jail in
Murphysboro where he remains. A Nov. 2
preliminary hearing is scheduled.
The Carbondale Fire Department responded to the scene and extinguished the fire.
Carbondale Police Chief John Michalesko said
the fire was most likely started using books,
paper or furniture already in the building.
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See FIRE, Page 13

Friday hearing
set for student
in pork prank
Brandon Weisenberger
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The student accused of putting a cooked
pig’s head on the hood of Chancellor Walter
Wendler’s car is due to appear before Student
Judicial Affairs on Friday.
Garth Kiser, a 28-year-old senior from
Murphysboro, faces disorderly conduct and
harassment charges, along with the possibility of suspension or expulsion, after the May
11 incident.
His hearing with the university’s courtlike Student Judicial Affairs begins at 10
a.m. in Woody Hall A-302.
SIUC authorities accused Kiser of placing the head on Wendler’s Crown Victoria,
which was parked in the chancellor’s spot
near Anthony Hall. Kiser is also accused
of taping a poster board with the words
“Wendler, stop pigging out on tuition $$!!”
to the car and sending a mass e-mail that
See PRANK, Page 13

Fall is in the air in southern Illinois. A chill in the weather, changing colors on the trees and preparations for the coming
winter are all signs of the season. Dail y Egyptian photographers captured some scenes of fall around Carbondale, see page 8.

USG looking to recoup lost money
President Akeem
Mustapha speaks
with SIUC senior
Garth Kiser during
the USG meeting
Wednesday evening
at the Student
Health Center
Auditorium. Kiser
brought a wrapped
box which he said
was a ‘surprise’ for
Chancellor Walter
Wendler.

Wayne Utterback
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Undergraduate Student Government is
looking at the options it may have to take
back money the Graduate and Professional
Student Council has in reserve.
The reserves, which total around
$109,000, have been considered a result of
misappropriation based on population and
not based on average credit hours. An audit
by the SIU president’s office discovered the
error and corrected it, resulting in $30,000
being stripped from GPSC.
Demetrious White, a senator representing the College of Liberal Arts, said
student groups have been asking about
getting money back from what Graduate
and Professional Student Council has in
reserves.
“Research is being done to see how far
back this goes,” White said. “We’re going to
request money from GPSC. We think that
we should get the reserve.”
White said vice chancellor for student
affairs Larry Dietz and student development director Katie Sermersheim is working with USG to see if anything can be
done to recoup lost funds. Sermersheim

KELI B ILLINGSLEY
D AILY E GYPTIAN

said it was fair to look into the excess funds
GPSC has if it was done so in a fair manner.
Ed Ford, vice president of administrative affairs for GPSC, said he was not surprised that USG asked for the money back.
He said it was one of the concerns he had
with following the numbers the university
has given for GPSC’s total revenue over
the years.
“I don’t think we should assume that it’s
fixed,” Ford said. “We don’t know what’s

going to happen.”
Senators also voted to continue supporting the university’s definition of plagiarism,
which is “representing the work of another
as one’s own work.”
Matthew Picchietti, representing the
College of Liberal Arts, was one of the
senators who co-wrote the bill and said
passing the resolution would be favorable
for the university.
See USG, Page 13
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CALENDAR

NEWS BRIEFS

Board of Trustees meeting at SIUC

Intervarsity Christian
Fellowship: The Well

SIU’s Board of Trustees will have a meeting on the Carbondale campus today starting at 9
a.m. in Student Center Ballroom B.
A presentation on designs for a core curriculum building in the long-range plan Saluki Way
will be given by assistant professors of architecture Michael Brazley and Craig Anz, along with
associate provost Thomas Calhoun. SIUC architecture students have worked up plans for the
building, which is intended to be the primary base for core curriculum classes.
Also on the trustees’ agenda is a motion to award a contract to a Virginia firm for a major
renovation project in the Student Center’s Bowling and Billiards Area. The nearly $280,000
project aims to bring new lanes, electronic scoring and a number of other additions.
The board will also discusses matters regarding SIU-Edwardsville and the School of
Medicine in Springfield.

• 7 p.m. today at the Life Science III
Auditorium
• Visit www.ivsouth.org

Bare Bones One

• 6 p.m. today at the Student Center in the
Video Lounge
• Sophomore, Junior, Senior and undecided
students wanting to learn about graduate
school

POLICE REPORTS

Visiting artist Kelley
Baker

University

18. An SIUC parking decal was reported stolen. There are no suspects at this time.

Criminal damage to state supported
property occurred at 6:13 p.m. Sunday at
Boomer I. Gang markings were found outside
the main entrance to one of the residence
halls. There are no suspects at this time.

• 7 p.m. today at the Communications
Building in the Dean’s Conference Room,
1032
• “Sound Design on Independent Features,”
sound designer on Gus Van Sant’s films and
animated features will discuss how to budget an independent feature

A criminal sexual assault occurred
between 3:20 and 4:00 a.m. Saturday at
Schneider Hall. Two 18-year-old female SIUC
students reported to the police they were
sexually assaulted by two suspects. A campus safety alert has been issued.

SIUC student Christopher N. Barnes, 18,
of Nachesney Park was cited with underage
consumption of alcohol at 9:10 a.m. Saturday
at East Mill Street at South Washington Street.
Barnes was issued a Carbondale pay-by-mail
citation and released.

Study Abroad Fair

• 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesday at Grinnell Hall in the
Lower Level of Brush Towers
• Talk to SIUC students who have been
abroad, SIU program faculty about specific
programs and exchange students about
their experiences

Criminal damage to property occurred
between 1:30 p.m. and 1:50 p.m. on Monday
at lot 52. A vehicle was reported damaged.
There are no suspects at this time.

SIUC student Stephanie P. Jensen, 18, of
Chicago, SIUC student Daniel R. Lyons, 19,
of Westmont and SIUC student Matthew J.
Pasnacht, 19, of Columbia were cited with
underage consumption of alcohol at 9:41
a.m. Saturday at Lincoln Drive. Jensen, Lyons
and Pasnacht were issued Carbondale payby-mail citations and released.

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.

A theft of lost or mislaid property
occurred between 3:20 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday at the Student Center McDonald’s.
A backpack was reported stolen. There are
no suspects.
Criminal damage to property occurred
between 10 p.m. on Oct. 5 and 2:30 p.m. on
Monday at lot 59. A vehicle was reported
damaged. There are no suspects at this time.

SIUC student Andrew W. Fuhr, 20, of
Effingham was cited with underage consumption of alcohol at 1:56 a.m. Saturday
at 405 W. Grand Ave. Fuhr was issued a
Carbondale pay-by-mail citation and
released.

Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

A theft over $300 occurred between 3:30
p.m. on Friday and 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday at
the Agriculture Building. A Dell Inspiron computer valued at $1,600 was reported stolen.
There are no suspects at this time.

A theft of lost or mislaid property
occurred between 2:20 and 5 p.m. Saturday
at Trueblood Hall. A wallet was reported stolen but was later recovered with $40 missing.
There are no suspects at this time

CORRECTIONS
In Wednesday’s issue of the D AILY
E GYPTIAN , the page 15 story, “Men’s golf
second, women take eighth,” should have
stated that Matt Ellis led the Salukis with a
third place finish at 3-under-par. The D AILY
E GYPTIAN regrets this error.

A theft from a motor vehicle occurred
between 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday
at the upper level of lot 112. A tire and wheel
were reported stolen. There are no suspects
at this time.

A burglary occurred between 5 p.m.
Friday and 10:28 a.m. Saturday at the
Agriculture Building. Books were reported
stolen. There are no suspects at this time.

If you spot an error, please contact the
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311,
ext. 253.

A theft of lost or mislaid property
occurred between 3:20 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday at the Student Center McDonald’s.
A backpack was reported stolen. There are
no suspects.

A theft from a motor vehicle occurred
between 1:30 and 3:30 p.m. Saturday at Lot

AccuWeather 5-Day Forecast for Carbondale
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TODAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

Partly sunny and
colder

Mostly sunny and
warmer

Partly sunny

A p.m. shower
possible

A thunderstorm
possible

34°
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63°

Illinois Weather
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69°
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68°

National Cities
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47/29

High/low yesterday .................... 68°/61°
Normal high/low ........................ 71°/45°
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Normal month to date ................... 0.90”
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Anchorage
Anchorage
48/35
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Regional Cities
City
Bloomington
Cape Girardeau
Champaign
Chicago
Danville
Edwardsville
Moline
Mt. Vernon
Paducah
Peoria
Quincy
Rockford
Springfield

Oct 22

Hi
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49
64
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47
53
84
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69
88
90
73
65
71

Legend: W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

National Weather Today

Carbondale
49/34

Today

City
Atlanta
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Cincinnati
Dallas
Denver
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Kansas City
Las Vegas
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New Orleans
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Orlando
Phoenix
San Francisco
Seattle
Washington, DC

Temperature:
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42/30
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T-storms
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Flurries
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Jesse Ruiz: Race should not
impede learning opportunities
Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Jesse Ruiz said he is
determined to give all students in the state of Illinois,
regardless of race, a chance at
greatness.
Ruiz, chairman of the
Illinois State Board of
Education, spoke on Latinos’
contributions to America’s
future at the Student Center
Auditorium on Wednesday
night as a part of Latino
Heritage Month, which
runs from Sept. 15 to Oct.
15.
“I’m Mexican-American.
Every time I look in the mirror, I can’t forget that, and I
don’t want to forget that,”
Ruiz said.
Gov. Rod Blagojevich
appointed the Chicago-born
attorney to the top of the
education board in 2004.
As chairman, he oversees
the education of every student in Illinois from preschool to 12th grade and
administers an $8.4 billion
annual budget.
“The goal is to make sure
that, regardless, everybody
gets a high-quality education. That’s where you guys
will help,” Ruiz said.

“
“The
goal is to make sure that, regardless,
everybody gets a high-quality education.
That’s where you guys will help.
— Jesse Ruiz
Illinois Education Chariman

Ruiz has helped to implement several changes in the
Illinois education system,
including starting universal preschool programs and
handing out harsher punishments for schools that
break the law by refusing to
educate children of illegal
immigrants.
Ruiz said his parents, who
came to the United States as
migrant workers in the early
1940s, helped inspire him to
make these changes.
“It’s a very wonderful
country. They believed in it,
and that kind of made me
believe in it as well and also
want to honor their efforts
by, I can’t pay them back, but
I can show them I respect
what they did and that I try
to do it for others as well,”
Ruiz said.
Jose Rodriguez, a senior
from Chicago studying communication design, said he
found Ruiz’s words very edu-

cational.
“I think it’s a lot harder
to go up to higher education
and get a better education if
you don’t have role models.
He did inspire me. I have to
be here in college for myself,
but I should also help my
people in my community,”
Rodriguez said.
Coordinator for diversity
and equity Carmen Suarez
said she invited Ruiz in
hopes of inspiring not only
Latino students, but also
all individuals who came to
hear him speak.
“Here is a fellow citizen. Here is someone who
helps direct the direction, at
least for now, of our state
and maybe someday of our
nation. This is a fellow
American that we all ought
to be proud of,” Suarez said.
Sean McGahan can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or
sean_mcgahan@dailyegyptian.com.
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How to beat the flu
Student Health Center
will offer vaccinations
beginning Oct. 30
Liz Choate
DAILY EGYPTIAN

With winter just around the corner, the flu
season inches closer and closer.
According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, each year the influenza virus
leads to 36,000 deaths and causes 200,000 hospitalizations nationally.
Kathy O’Laughlin, a registered nurse for the
Jackson County Health Department, said there
is no fool-proof way of avoiding the virus and
urges everyone, especially people over the age of
65, to get a flu vaccine.
The flu is a respiratory virus spread through
coughing, sneezing or any discharge or exchange
of fluid from the eyes, nose or mouth.
She said the flu could lead to pneumonia as
well as other illnesses, though it is not very likely
for those under the age of 65.
Even though the typical flu season starts in
November and December, O’Laughlin said the
best thing one can do in preparation is to get a
flu shot early.
“We recommend the vaccination now
because it does take a couple of weeks for your
immune system to build up once you receive the
vaccination,” she said.
Barb Bigogno, an administrative nurse at
the SIUC Student Health Center, agrees with
O’Laughlin about the urgency of getting a
vaccination. She said the best one way to avoid
getting the virus is hand washing.
Because the virus is so easily spread, she
said to exercise caution around those displaying

www.siude.com

Around the county
Jackson County Health Department
Flu Clinic 2006 schedule
• Elkville Civic Center: Tuesday, 9 a.m. to noon
• DeSoto Village Hall: Tuesday, 1:30 to 4 p.m.
• Vergennes Community Center: Wednesday, 1
to 3 p.m.
• Gorham Village Hall: Oct. 20, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
• Jackson County Health Department
(back building): Oct. 24, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Ava-Buck Bower Park Community Buliding:
Oct. 25, 8:30 a.m. to noon.
• Campbell Hill Community Center: Oct. 25, 1:30
to 3:30 p.m.

symptoms such as fever, headache, body ache,
sore throat, runny nose and dry cough.
“If people are sick, they need to stay home or
in their dorm rooms,” she said.
Bigogno said the Health Center will offer flu
and pneumonia vaccines for students, faculty and
staff starting Oct. 30.
The student fee for flu vaccines is $14, and
the pneumonia vaccine is $27.50, along with
a $6 door fee that covers the cost of any basic
appointment made at the Health Center, she
said.
Bigogno said anyone interested could call the
Health Center to schedule an appointment.
The JCHD is also offering flu and pneumonia vaccinations to anyone interested at various
locations around Jackson County for a fee of
$30 per flu vaccine and $45 for a pneumonia
vaccine.
O’Laughlin said the JCHD would be at the
Student Health Center on Dec. 6 and 7.
Liz Choate can be reached at 536 3311 ext. 258
or liz_choate@dailyegyptian.com.
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W O R L D & N AT I O N

Yankees pitcher killed in New York plane crash
Colleen Long
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NE W YO R K — A small plane
carrying New York Yankee Cory
Lidle slammed into a 50-story skyscraper Wednesday, apparently killing
the pitcher and a second person in a
crash that rained flaming debris onto
the sidewalks and briefly raised fears
of another terrorist attack.
A law enforcement official in
Washington said Lidle — an avid
pilot who got his flying license during
last year’s offseason — was aboard the
single-engine aircraft when it crashed
into the 30th and 31st floors of the

high-rise on Manhattan’s Upper East
Side. Mayor Michael Bloomberg said
both people aboard were killed.
It was not immediately clear who
was at the controls and who was the
second person aboard. Law enforcement officials, speaking on condition
of anonymity, said Lidle’s passport
was found on the street.
Federal Aviation Administration
records showed the plane was registered to Lidle, who had repeatedly
assured reporters in recent months
that flying was safe and that the
Yankees — who were traumatized in
1979 when catcher Thurman Munson
was killed in the crash of a plane he

was piloting — had no reason to
worry.
“The flying?” the 34-year-old
Lidle, who had a home near Los
Angeles, told The Philadelphia
Inquirer this summer. “I’m not worried about it. I’m safe up there. I feel
very comfortable with my abilities
flying an airplane.”
The crash came just four days
after the Yankees’ embarrassingly
quick elimination from the playoffs,
during which Lidle had been relegated to the bullpen. In recent days,
Lidle had taken abuse from fans on
sports talk radio for saying the team
was unprepared.

The law enforcement official said
the plane had issued a distress call
before the crash. The FAA said it was
too early to determine what might
have caused the crash. The National
Transportation Safety Board sent
investigators.
“This is a terrible and shocking
tragedy that has stunned the entire
Yankees organization,” Yankees owner
George Steinbrenner said in a statement. He offered his condolences to
Lidle’s wife and son.
The crash rattled New Yorkers’
nerves five years after the Sept.
11 attacks, but the FBI and the
Homeland Security quickly said there

was no evidence it was anything but
an accident. Nevertheless, within 10
minutes of the crash, fighter jets were
sent aloft over several cities, including
New York, Washington, Los Angeles
and Seattle, Pentagon officials said.
The plane came through a hazy,
cloudy sky and hit The Belaire — a
red-brick tower overlooking the East
River, about five miles from the World
Trade Center — with a loud bang. It
touched off a raging fire that cast a
pillar of black smoke over the city and
sent flames shooting from four windows on two adjoining floors.
Firefighters put the blaze out in
less than an hour.

U.S. to introduce U.N. resolution House ethics panel to
question page supervisors
aimed to punish North Korea
Larry Margasak
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

C HUCK KENNEDY ~ MCT

President George W. Bush walks from a news conference in the Rose Garden of the White House in
Washington. Bush on Wednesday urged “serious repercussions” for North Korea’s apparent nuclear test
but said the United States remained committed to diplomacy and had no intention of attacking.

Nick Wadhams
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

U N I T ED NAT I O N S —
The United States hopes to pass a
new draft U.N. Security Council
resolution Friday to punish North
Korea over its claimed nuclear test,
U.S. Ambassador John Bolton said.
The new draft, which the United
States will formally introduce on
Thursday, is part of American and
Japanese efforts for a quick Security
Council rebuke to the North for its
alleged test Monday, which raised
tension surrounding Pyongyang’s
clandestine nuclear program and
drew near-universal condemnation
from around the world.
“There are still a lot of comments
that have been made and areas

of disagreement, but as we’ve said
repeatedly, we think this requires a
strong and swift response,” Bolton
said Wednesday after a meeting
with the ambassadors of Britain,
France and Japan.
“Now, we’re certainly prepared
for further discussion, but today is
late Wednesday and to have a vote
by the end of the week, we need
to move expeditiously tomorrow,
which we’re going to try to do,”
he said.
Earlier Wednesday, SecretaryGeneral Kofi Annan urged the
United States to hold bilateral talks
with North Korea and called on
the communist nation not to escalate
an “extremely difficult” situation.
“I have always argued that
we should talk to parties whose

behavior we want to change, whose
behavior we want to influence, and
from that point of view, I believe
that . . . (the) U.S. and North Korea
should talk,” Annan said.
The United States has refused to
talk one-on-one with North Korea
except on the margins of six-party
talks aimed at persuading the North
to abandon its nuclear program.
Bolton was quick to dismiss Annan’s
remarks, saying only: “I think we’ve
expressed our view on that.”
The Americans’ new offering
introduces significant changes to a
previous draft resolution, circulated
by the United States on Tuesday.
The latest draft was expected to
be circulated later Wednesday,
when details were likely to be
made known.

WA S H I N GTO N — House
officials who directly supervise
teenage congressional pages were
questioned Wednesday by ethics
committee investigators probing
the handling of former Rep. Mark
Foley’s inappropriate messages to
pages.
The internal investigators spoke
privately with Peggy Sampson, who
supervises House pages sponsored
by Republican lawmakers, and her
Democratic counterpart, Wren
Ivester.
The high schoolers attend classes at Congress’ page school and
perform errands for lawmakers.
By starting with those closest to
the pages, investigators can learn
what the youngsters might have
told the supervisors about Foley,
R-Fla., and whether they reported
any inappropriate conduct to higher
House officials.
Until now, there has been no
evidence that any Democratic lawmaker or employee knew about
Foley’s conduct.
Investigators planned to question
Foley’s former chief of staff, Kirk
Fordham, on Thursday. He says he
took action in 2002 or 2003 when
he learned of Foley’s inappropriate
approaches to pages.
Fordham has emerged as a key
figure because he said he brought
the allegations to Speaker Dennis
Hastert’s chief of staff, Scott Palmer.
Fordham has said he subsequently
learned that Palmer spoke with
Foley.
Palmer has denied speaking with
Fordham at that time, and Hastert’s
office said the speaker’s staff first
learned about Foley’s conduct in the
fall of 2005.
An internal review by Hastert’s
office said the information passed
on last fall concerned Foley’s overly

friendly — but not sexually explicit
— computer messages to a former
page from Louisiana.
The page was sponsored by Rep.
Rodney Alexander, R-La. His office
said the lawmaker and his top aide
will appear before the ethics panel
next week.
Hastert, R-Ill., said he did not
learn of Foley’s conduct until the
end of September. If that is correct, his staff will have to explain
to investigators why they did not
tell the speaker what they knew
last fall.
Hastert said he believes his staff
acted appropriately when the information was passed on to the House
clerk and Rep. John Shimkus, R-Ill.,
the chairman of the board that oversees the page program. Shimkus and
the clerk met with Foley and made
it clear he should stop communicating with the former page to avoid
even the appearance of impropriety.
The speaker said this week that
if he finds that anyone on his staff
covered up the problem, they would
be fired.
President Bush has expressed
confidence in Hastert’s handling of
the Foley matter several times, the
latest on Wednesday.
He said Hastert’s “strong statements have made it clear to not
only the party members, but to the
country, that he wants to find out
the facts,” Bush told a White House
news conference.
“I mean, this is disgusting behavior when a member of Congress
betrays the trust of the Congress
and a family that sent a young page
up to serve in the Congress.”
The president called the speaker
“very credible as far as I’m concerned,” and said Hastert has “done
a fine job as speaker.”
Bush planned to speak at a fundraiser in Chicago on Thursday that
Hastert was hosting to help two
Illinois Republicans in tough races.

WIRE REPORTS

LOS ANGELES

JUPITER
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American appearing in al-Qaida
propaganda video charged with treason

Jupiter’s smaller spot has changed color

Anna Nicole Smith’s attorney quits

WA S H I N G TO N (AP) — Just a little more than a year ago, the small
spot on Jupiter was a pale white; now it matches the reddish hue of its
bigger sibling, the Great Red Spot, and boasts 400 mph winds, according to new data from the Hubble Space Telescope.
Both spots are actually fierce storms in Jupiter’s atmosphere. While
the red spot — at three times the size of Earth — is much more noticeable, strange things are happening to the smaller spot.
Scientists aren’t quite sure what’s happening to the smaller storm,
nicknamed the Little Red Spot or Red Spot Jr. but officially called “Oval
BA.” It probably gained strength as it shrunk slightly, the same way
spinning ice skaters go faster when they move their arms closer, said
NASA planetary scientist Amy Simon-Miller. Her findings from the
Hubble data were published in the astronomical journal Icarus. As the
storm has grown stronger it’s probably picked up red material from
lower in the Jupiter atmosphere, most likely some form of sulfur which
turns red as part of a chemical reaction, she said.

AT L A N TA (AP) — Anna Nicole Smith’s lead attorney in the
Bahamas said Wednesday he has withdrawn as counsel for the reality TV star, citing disagreements on matters of strategy and concerns
about her conduct.
Michael Scott said he was unsettled by Smith’s decision to
exchange vows with her boyfriend even before she made funeral
arrangements for Daniel Smith, her 20-year-old son who died Sept.
10. People magazine bought photos of the ceremony, which was not a
legal wedding and was held aboard a catamaran on Sept. 28 in waters
off Nassau, Bahamas.
“A disagreement on a commercial transaction made it difficult
for us to remain as counsel,” Scott told The Associated Press over
the phone. A Nassau funeral home has been holding Daniel Smith’s
embalmed body while awaiting further instructions from the family.
He died while visiting Smith in a Bahamas hospital where she had
given birth to a daughter three days earlier.

LO S A N G E L E S (AP) — The charge of treason was used for the first
time in the United States’ war on terrorism Wednesday, filed against a
California man who appeared in propaganda videos for al-Qaida.
Adam Yehiye Gadahn, 28, could be sentenced to death if convicted
of the charge, which has been used only a few dozen times in U.S. history and not at all since the World War II era. He also was indicted on a
charge of providing material support to terrorists.
Gadahn “knowingly adhered to an enemy of the United States,
namely al-Qaida, and gave al-Qaida aid and comfort . . . with intent to
betray the United States,” according to the indictment, handed up by
an Orange County grand jury.
The suspected al-Qaida operative has been sought by the FBI since
2004. Based on the indictment, the FBI added Gadahn to its list of most
wanted terrorists and offered a $1 million reward for information leading to his arrest or conviction.
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Enforcement groups receive money to fight meth
Brandon Augsburg
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Drug enforcement groups across
the state will receive $5.3 million in
federal grants to fight methamphetamine and other drugs this year.
The
Southern
Illinois
Enforcement Group, which polices
Jackson, Williamson and Union
counties, will receive a $142,498
grant. Rob Fierstein, the director of
SIEG, said the extra funding helps
the group keep a satisfactory number of agents on duty.
“These funds are vital for our
effort,” he said. “Without them,
we’re looking at reducing our workforce and overtaxing our agents.”
He said the grant essentially
employs four agents for the group,
making up 40 percent of SIEG’s
workforce.
He said the federal government
doles out grants every year as part
of the Edward Byrne Memorial
State and Local Law Enforcement

Assistance Program, which is part
of the federal Anti-Drug Abuse
Act. He said the grant is used primarily to fight meth use, but the
agents also deal with cocaine, crack
cocaine and cannabis.
“Those agents that are employed
deal with meth but also other
drugs,” Fierstein said.
Gov. Rod Blagojevich also
announced the Illinois Criminal
Justice Information Authority will
use $50,000 of the grant to create the Clandestine Laboratory
Reporting Information System.
CLARIS will be a Web site and
online database that will allow all
law enforcement agencies in Illinois
to report meth lab seizures.
The reports will then be sent
to the El Paso Intelligence Center,
the federal government’s meth data
clearinghouse.
Cristin Monti-Evans, spokeswoman for the state’s criminal justice information agency, said the
new system would allow for all

meth-related data to be tracked,
whereas in the past only partial
data was compiled. EPIC requires
a membership fee through regional
data compilers that did not allow
smaller law enforcement agencies to
submit their data.
“The reason it’s so important is
because by getting all the data and
all the law enforcement agencies
having access, they can get us the
data to really measure the meth
problem,” she said.
Monti-Evans said tracking meth
data helps agencies when applying
for federal grant money. She said
the agency hopes meth numbers
are not high, but if they are, the
agency must know so they can get
the proper funding to battle the
problem.
CLARIS should be operational
early next year.
Brandon Augsburg can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 262 or
brandon_augsburg@dailyegyptian.com.
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Justice Department approves Federal deficit falls to
AT&T-BellSouth merger plan lowest level in four years
John Dunbar
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N GTO N
— The Justice Department
gave its unconditional approval to AT&T Inc.’s buyout of
BellSouth Corp. on Wednesday,
a coast-to-coast behemoth that
would be the largest U.S. provider of telephone, wireless and
broadband Internet services.
The decision cheered
company executives but outraged consumer advocates and
two members of the Federal
Communications Commission.
The five members scheduled a
vote Thursday on whether the
$78.5 billion deal should go forward, but that could be pushed

back and one commissioner
may sit out because of a conflict
of interest.
Despite the scale of the purchase, the Justice Department
found no potentially adverse
effects on competition.
The decision was immediately criticized by FCC member Jonathan S. Adelstein,
a Democrat who called it “a
reckless abandonment of DoJ’s
responsibility to protect competition and consumers.”
Michael Copps, the commission’s other Democrat, said
the “Justice Department has
packed its bags and walked out
on consumers and small businesses by refusing to impose
even a single condition in the

largest telecom merger the
nation has ever seen.”
If the deal wins final government approval, the merger
would give San Antonio-based
AT&T Inc. total control over
the nation’s largest cellular provider, Cingular Wireless, a joint
venture of the two companies
that serves 57.3 million customers.
“After thoroughly investigating AT&T’s proposed acquisition of BellSouth, the antitrust
division determined that the
proposed transaction is not likely
to reduce competition substantially,” said Assistant Attorney
General Thomas O. Barnett. He
heads the section that examines
proposed mergers.

Deb Riechmann
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N GT O N —
The federal deficit fell to a fouryear low in the budget year that
just ended, a result President
Bush pointed to Wednesday
in claiming Republicans are
better stewards of the economy
than are Democrats.
The administration said
the deficit dropped to $247.7
billion — welcome news for
Republicans struggling to keep
control of Congress. Bush
boasted he had made good
on a 2004 campaign promise
to cut the deficit in half over
five years.
“These budget numbers

are proof that pro-growth economic policies work,” Bush
said.
Democrats said the
improvement in the 2006 federal deficit was a temporary
blip. They predicted rising deficits for years to come unless
policies are changed.
“Only a president with
such a historically bad economic record would be this
excited about a $248 billion
deficit,” said Rep. Carolyn
Maloney, D-N.Y. “Under his
watch . . . record surpluses
turned into record deficits as
far as the eye can see.”
Republicans are trying
to convince voters that the
GOP champions tax cuts

while Democrats will raise
taxes if they gain control of
Congress. Democrats contend
the administration’s tax cuts
have primarily benefited the
wealthy.
“There’s a difference of
opinion in the campaign about
taxes,” Bush said, predicting
that the GOP still will lead the
House and Senate after Nov. 7.
“I would like to . . . make the
tax cuts permanent. And the
Democrats will raise taxes.”
The administration credits
its tax cuts for the improving economy, contending they
helped the nation withstand
the 2001 recession, the terrorist
attacks and corporate accounting scandals.
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OUR WORD

Remember to serve the graduate students
OK, graduate students, you’ve
cut the calories, now trim the
fat.
Last year, Graduate and
Professional Student Council had
more than $100,000 in its rollover fund. A lot of things come
to mind for how that $100,000
of student activfee money
Don’t make ity
could be used.
the students Namely, gradustudents’
suffer because ate
professional
the money was d e v e l o p m e n t
and activities.
taken away. When a summertime audit
found that $30,000 had been
misappropriated to the graduate students for the past several
years, the hand-wringing began.
Since then, several ideas have
been bounced around about what
the council could stand to lose.
Shockingly, those ideas included
first cutting, then eliminating,
money given to support graduate
student groups and eventually
phasing out reimbursements for
conferences that graduate students attend.
Even though the council consists of graduate students, perhaps
we need to remind its leaders that
those who attend graduate school
must, and should, attend conferences and seminars to further
their education. They also rep-

resent the university when they
travel to present their research.
Jean Porter, vice president
of Black Graduate Students
Association and a first-year
member on the council, said the
hefty sum in the rollover account
began about five years ago. She
said the council had decided to
protest the student activity fee
raise and to show the administration that the increase was
unnecessary.
If this is true, that sure was
some protest, huh? Were there
really no graduate students who
needed funding for conferences?
Were there no student groups
who wanted to sponsor a speaker? The best way to protest was
to horde the money?
While we can appreciate fiscal responsibility, $100,000 in
unspent money should be used to
balance the $30,000 loss. Don’t
make the students suffer because
the money was taken away.
The budget shows that these
two expenditures result in much
of the council’s money, but cut
a salary, shred the office needs;
just don’t hurt graduate students’
opportunities — its adverse to
the council’s mission.
We implore that the council,
in particular the leadership offering these options, to remember
why the graduate students are
here and trim the fat elsewhere.

A LEX AYALA ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

THEIR WORD

In this election, ethics will matter
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Voters do care whether Congress is
dirty, despite what incumbents would
have you believe.
At the beginning of the year,
Washington was abuzz with one of the
foulest corruption scandals in decades.
Lobbyist Jack Abramoff admitted bribing members of Congress with free
meals, trips, sports tickets and other
goodies in exchange for their official
actions favorable to his clients.
Congressional leaders such as
Speaker J. Dennis Hastert, R-Ill.,
promised to crack down on lobbying abuses. But as the months passed,
the House and Senate put forward

weak versions of ethics legislation, then
adjourned this month without even
agreeing on a puny bill.
The reason, Republican leaders
explained, was that the public wasn’t
clamoring for a new ethics law.
Incumbents were fond of explaining that, whenever they returned to
the sensible fresh air of their home
districts, constituents rarely raised the
issue of corruption with them. Could
it be because voters just considered the
incumbents a lost cause on ethics?
But now, in the aftermath of the
congressional page scandal, a new poll
by the Associated Press has found that
ethics has risen to one of the top issues
on voters’ minds. In the survey, 75

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois
University Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news,
information, commentary and public discourse, while helping readers
understand the issues affecting their lives.

percent of likely voters said political
corruption was extremely important or
very important to them. The issue drew
a higher response than taxes, gas prices
or immigration.
Ethics is certainly playing a role in
New Jersey’s Senate race. Democratic
Sen. Bob Menendez has the advantage of incumbency and a heavily
Democratic electorate. But he has been
dogged by his association with many
New Jersey Democrats hit by scandal,
plus questions about his role as a landlord who rented to an agency receiving
federal funds.
That partly explains the closeness
of his race with Republican state Sen.
Tom Kean Jr. In turn, the Menendez

“

campaign accuses Kean of hypocrisy
for taking federal campaign donations
from government contractors whom
Kean tried to ban from making “payto-play” donations to state candidates.
Don’t tell anyone connected to this race
that voters don’t care about ethics.
“Ethics will have a component” in
this year’s election, says former congressman Bob Edgar, now general
secretary of the National Council of
Churches. It might be a bigger issue
if Democrats had made a stronger
case that they would actually clean up
Capitol Hill and not succumb to the
temptations of power. But ethics issues
could be decisive in some races. It’s
about time.

WORDS OVERHEARD
Your sexual orientation is such a small part of who you
are. There are things about me that are so much more
important that I deal with every day.

”

Felicia Cunningham
co-director of the Saluki Rainbow Network
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Seeing Maroon
Photo Column by Jake Lockard

W

hen I walked onto the
field Saturday afternoon
at McAndrew Stadium,
I expected to see a larger crowd than
usual, but I did not expect to see the
bleachers on both sides of the field
completely blanketed in maroon and
white. This was my first Homecoming
at SIUC, and I have to say, I got a bit
anxious when I saw a crowd of more
than 13,000.
I couldn’t wait for the game to
begin, even though I am not usually too
enthused about sports. I had been to
the Homecoming parade and tailgating
earlier in the day. This must have somehow managed to awaken the sports fan
within me because by the time I made
my way onto the field, I found myself
desperately longing to see the Salukis
ravage their opponents.
After the Salukis first touchdown,
the SIU fans at McAndrew Stadium
unleashed a tremendous roar that made

the hair on my neck and arms stand
straight up and probably set off car
alarms in the parking lot. In fact, every
time the Salukis did something good,
the crowd’s response was deafening.
Throughout the game, I could see
the fans and players feeding off each
other’s energy. Watching the fans react
to the players and the players react to
the fans was the highlight of the game
for me. I think that this interaction
between the players and the fans is what
will make the Homecoming game stand
out among a season of great games.
This photo never made its way onto
the sports page, nor did it accompany
someone’s story, but it does a nice job
of summing up my experience at the
Homecoming game.
In the photo, senior defensive ends
Micah King and Lorenzo Wims and
freshman linebacker Chauncey Mixon,
from left, look into a crowd of cheering fans.
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Falling
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into
the

The colors and activities that come with the fall
season are too numerous to capture in one frame. Here
at the DAILY EGYPTIAN, fall has many meanings for us
as photographers. We just wish these things could happen all year:
“Hoodies, bonfires and hayrides.”

Melissa Barr

D U VALE R ILEY ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

“The piles of leaves on the side of the road.”

DuVale Riley

“Playing football and eating a lot of soup
and chili.”

“That extra effort to stay warm . . .”

“Brisk days and pumpkin spice lattes at
Starbucks.”

“Cooler weather and the pretty trees
everywhere.”

Brett Nadal

Lane Christiansen

M ELISSA B ARR ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Keli Billingsley

Jake Lockard
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Enrollment increases at
Eurma C. Hayes Center
Liz Choate
DAILY EGYPTIAN

In her two years as director of the
Eurma C. Hayes Child Care Center,
Jill Johnson has seen increased
enrollment, started a parent group
and added an additional room to
the facility.
The center has 49 children
enrolled, which is 13 more than
it had at this time last year, and
with the addition of a fourth room,
enrollment may increase again,
Johnson said.
The new room was created for
children 6 weeks to 12 months old,
whereas in the past, children from 6
weeks to 23 months old were all in
the same room, she said.
The four rooms separate the
children by age, therefore allowing
them to participate in age appropriate activities, she said. The facility
cares for children ranging from 6
weeks to 4 years old, along with a
few 5-year-olds who will start kindergarten next fall, Johnson said.
Unlike most childcare facilities, the center has two large playgrounds, which separate the older
kids from the younger ones. And
on rainy or cold days, children still

get to exercise, thanks to a large
gymnasium inside of the center,
Johnson said.
Stacey Massie said she has been
bringing her son, Chance, to the
center for two weeks and is extremely satisfied with the service.
She said she chose the center
after the suggestion of friends, who
also take their children there.
“When we visited, it was open,
and the kids were all playing,” she
said. “It seemed happy, and we like
the workers here, too.”
Johnson said the center has made
many positive changes in the last
two years, including remodeling.
“My goal is to get all of
Carbondale aware of what a great
facility we have here,” she said.
“We’ve changed, and people need to
come and see the center.”
City Manager Jeff Doherty attributes the increase in enrollment
to the improvements of the center,
along with other things.
“We had done significant remodeling at the facility, and it’s just
become an attractive daycare center
for parents to have their kids at,” he
said. “I think a lot of it is word of
mouth.”
In addition to increased enroll-

ment and the extra room, Johnson
formed a parent group in May.
The group consists of a volunteer
group of parents whose children
attend the center, she said. Johnson
said the parent group helps coordinate activities for the children
and collects donations for the center. The most recent event was a
scholastic book fair that was held
Monday.
Neil Young of Murphysboro has
been bringing his 10-month-old
daughter, Sofia, to the center for
seven months and said the center is
fantastic.
He lives in Murphysboro and
teaches in Carbondale and said a
major attraction the center was the
fact the city supports it and believes
in it.
Young said his daughter is different than most children at the center
because she wears cloth diapers and
is a vegan.
“The people here have treated
her very well,” he said. “I would
absolutely recommend this place to
any and everyone.”
Liz Choate can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 258 or
liz_choate@dailyegyptian.com.

U.N. Security Council agrees on
the need for sanctions against Iran
George Jahn
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

VIENNA, Austria — The five
permanent members of the U.N.
Security Council agreed Tuesday to
start working on U.N. sanctions against
Iran next week but failed to bridge
differences on how harsh the penalties
should be, diplomats and officials said.
They told The Associated Press that
while the U.S. called for broad sanctions
to punish Iran’s defiance in pursuing its
nuclear program, Russian and Chinese
representatives at a top-level Vienna
meeting favored less severe measures.
The diplomats and government officials demanded anonymity in exchange
for discussing the confidential meeting
of the five Security Council countries
and Germany — the six powers whose
repeated attempts to entice Iran to
enter negotiations finally broke down
last week over Tehran’s refusal to give
up uranium enrichment.
Reflecting the importance of the
meeting, Russia, Britain, France and
Germany sent top negotiators directly
answerable to their foreign ministers,

while the United States and China
were represented by their chief representatives to the Vienna-based
International Atomic Energy Agency.
U.S. Undersecretary of State Nicholas
Burns participated via video hookup.
One of the diplomats, who had been
briefed on the substance of the meeting,
said that while Burns had urged broad
sanctions — such as a total ban on missile and nuclear technology sales — the
Russians and Chinese backed prohibitions of selected items as a first step.
As well, he said, the Chinese and
Russian envoys called for renewed
negotiations with the Iranians in parallel to working on sanctions to punish
Tehran for defying a Security Council
demand that it freeze enrichment, a
possible pathway to nuclear arms.
Burns “acknowledged the request”
but did not say whether the Americans
favored a renewed attempt to engage
Iran in negotiations following repeated
failures to coax it into agreeing to stop
its enrichment activities, he said.
The differences reflected continued
divisions over how harshly to penalize the Islamic republic for ignoring

a Security Council deadline to stop
all enrichment activities by the end
of August. Russia and China, which
have strategic and economic interests
in Iran, have recently swung behind the
Americans and Europeans in agreeing
to the need for sanctions but have publicly opposed attempts to make them
too severe.
“All agree for the need for sanctions,
but there are problems with how harsh
they should be,” said one of the diplomats, whose country is accredited to the
International Atomic Energy Agency,
or IAEA.
He said the meeting did not discuss
North Korea and its claim to have
tested a nuclear bomb, but all participants agreed juggling two nuclear crises
complicated international nonproliferation efforts.
Iran, OPEC’s No. 2 producer of
crude, is apparently ready to face the
threat of sanctions because it is confident they will be more symbolic than
damaging because of international concerns any tough penalties could prompt
Tehran to retaliate by cutting off oil
exports.

OPEC agrees to trim production
of oil by 1 million barrels a day
BASHIR ADIGUN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ABUJA, Nigeria — OPEC has
agreed to trim global oil production by 1 million barrels a day to
boost prices, and its members were
discussing how to share the cut, the
cartel’s president said Wednesday.
“The cut itself is agreed,” said
Nigerian oil minister and OPEC
president Edmund Daukoru.
Oil prices barely changed after
his comments.
Daukoru told reporters after a
Cabinet meeting in the Nigerian
capital that the cuts would begin
at the end of the month and said

members of the producing cartel
were “nearing consensus” on how to
share the cuts.
Daukoru’s comments followed a
slew of reports attributed to anonymous sources from member countries who said the cartel plans to
trim its daily production of 28 million barrels by 1 million barrels.
Some analysts had been skeptical
that members of the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries
were willing to voluntarily sell less
oil right now given that prices are
twice as high as they were three
years ago even after a recent 25 percent decline.
OPEC is not scheduled to meet

until December, though Daukoru
had said last week that the cartel was
considering holding an emergency
meeting before then to discuss what
to do about falling prices.
The last time OPEC trimmed its
output was December 2004 when oil
traded slightly above $40 a barrel.
Oil prices have fallen sharply
in recent weeks from their midJuly high of $78.40 on the New
York Mercantile Exchange. By
Wednesday afternoon in Europe,
light, sweet crude for November
delivery was up 2 cents to $58.54 a
barrel, and brent crude was down 5
cents to $59.29 on the ICE Futures
exchange in London.
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Police arrested a suspected arsonist after responding to a fire at the old Lincoln Junior High building,
located at 501 S. Washington St., early Wednesday morning.

FIRE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

1

According to a release from the
police department, no one was injured
because of the fire. No information
was available regarding the cost of the
damage to the building.
The site of the building has been
suggested as the possible location of the
new Carbondale Police Department.

PRANK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

City Manager Jeff Doherty previously
said the city wanted to demolish the
vacant building and had no plans of
revamping the existing structure.
In October 2005, a committee
from the Carbondale Preservation
Commission recommended the building be demolished but asked the city
to somehow commemorate the site’s
historical significance if a new police
department is built there. The site has

been home to numerous educational
facilities, including SIUC’s first campus in the 1860s.
No funding for a new building has
been allocated, and definite construction or demolition plans have not
been determined.
Brandon Augsburg can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 262 or
brandon_augsburg@dailyegyptian.com.
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contained a picture of the pig’s head on the car and the typed
message, “Next time it won’t be cooked!!!!!”
Department of Public Safety officials Sgt. Kenneth
Sneed, Cpl. David Stewart and officer Kevin Cox are scheduled to testify as witnesses. SIUC graduate Kevin Haldeman
and current student Gary Griffith, a senior studying geology,
are also on the witness list, according to a letter from Student
Judicial Affairs.
At the Undergraduate Student Government meeting
Wednesday, Kiser said all witnesses are testifying against him.
He also said he was attempting to have an attorney accompany him to Friday’s hearing.
The Student Conduct Code states that Kiser will be notified of the Student Judicial Affairs decision within five days
after the hearing.
Kiser has neither confirmed nor denied his involvement.
He has recently begun selling T-shirts with a photograph of
the pig’s head on the car gracing the front and the phrase
“Wendler Sucks! SIU’s Resources Dry” on the back.
According to Kiser’s Web site, a portion of the profits
from shirt sales will be donated to the university sometime
in November or when orders slow down. As of Wednesday,
Kiser had made two sales.
Several comments have been posted in online forums
regarding the pig head incident. Some have called Kiser “my
hero” while others called him a “moron.”
Kiser has claimed someone hacked his personal blog and
added potentially incriminating information that he said is
false.
Kiser has said two plainclothes SIUC police detectives
apprehended him at his residence in Ambassador Hall on
Sept. 8. He said the officers likely linked him to the incident
because someone at his residence accessed the anonymous
account used to send the mass e-mail.
Kiser has yet to hear word on whether a disorderly conduct charge in Jackson County court is dropped.

braided hair and brown eyes. The second suspect
goes by the name of “Chris.” He is described as a
black male, 5-feet-8-inches tall, with short, black
hair and brown eyes, according to the police report.
SIUC Police Chief Todd Sigler said Schneider
Hall is an open residence hall with sign-in procedures for guests that begin at 7 p.m., but it is not
clear when the suspects entered the building. He
also said police have not yet made any significant
advances in their investigation. No further details
were available.
Another sexual assault was reported Sept. 8
in Mae Smith. SIUC freshman Rodney Lamont
Freeman Jr. was arrested shortly after the incident
and has been charged with criminal sexual assault.
According to court documents, Freeman allegedly
assaulted a female victim.
Freeman is scheduled to appear in Jackson County
Court on Nov. 21 for a jury pre-trial.
Sigler recommended several safety tips to students, such as letting people know when they are
leaving and returning, going out in groups and, if at
all possible, carrying a functional cell phone. He also
stressed the importance of locking doors.
“While it’s a residence hall and people get comfortable, it is always a good practice to lock doors,”
Sigler said. “Always check to see who is outside of
your door before you open it as well.”
Sigler also said because most sexual assaults stem
from acquaintance situations, people need to be
rational when starting relationships.
“You need to give a period of time to see what
their true colors are before developing a relationship,” he said. “It seems like common sense, but in
over 20 years, I have found there is no surefire way
to keep everybody safe.”

Brandon Weisenberger can be reached at 536-3311 ext. 254 or
brandon_weisenberger@dailyegyptian.com.

Alicia Wade can be reached at 536-3311 ext. 274 or
alicia_wade@dailyegyptian.com.

USG
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“It’s the responsibility of us senators
to inform students of what’s going on,”
Picchietti said.
While most senators support the
definition, he said there has been discussion about changing the Student

Conduct Code and where that definition is located. Picchietti said the
plagiarism section should be moved
to its own category as opposed to
being one of six violations of academic
dishonesty.
Senators also assembled nominees
for a new task force that will observe
how student groups allocate the student activity fee. Former USG presi-

dent and current undergraduate assistant to Chancellor Walter Wendler,
Nate Brown was one of the nominees.
Vice President Paul Ogwal said the
senators would vote on the nominees at
the next USG meeting Oct. 25.
Wayne Utterback can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 268 or
wayne_utterback@dailyegyptian.com.
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Saluki volleyball needs win tonight
to stay in MVC tournament running
Brian Feldt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The Saluki volleyball team has
played more than half of its season and
is on the outside looking in.
The Salukis (8-10, 3-5 MVC) will
play a rare weekday match against conference rival University of Evansville
(10-9, 4-4 MVC) on the road tonight.
The Salukis have lost five of their
last seven matches and need a win
if they want to stay in the hunt for
their first Missouri Valley Conference
Tournament appearance since 2002.
SIU sits in seventh place after a poor
Homecoming weekend, one spot shy
of sixth place — the cut line for teams
making the postseason.
“This is a big match,” head coach
Brenda Winkeler said. “It’s a match that
we need to win if we want to stay in
contention to go to the tournament.”
The Salukis will try to end the threegame losing skid, which dates back to
Sept. 30.
A win for SIU would force a tie
for fifth or sixth place with the Purple
Aces, depending on the outcome of the
Illinois State vs. Bradley game tonight.
Illinois State sits in sixth place.
“It would be huge to move into fifth
place,” Winkeler said.
Evansville enters tonight’s meeting
as losers of three of its last four matches,
being swept by both Missouri State and
Wichita State.
Winkeler said SIU and Evansville
are evenly matched in terms of how
the MVC is panning out but thinks
SIU’s powerful outside positions could
overcome the home court advantage
Evansville has.
“It’s pretty much going to come
down to ball control again,” she said.
Senior outside hitter Sarah Treadway
leads the Aces in kills and is the go-to
player for Evansville. Her 203 kills lead
the Aces so far this season.
Junior right side hitter Megan

SHOWDOWN
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the other way around.
“Their receivers are good, but that
quarterback is the guy now, and he’s
playing as good as anybody in the league,
bar none,” Kill said. “There ain’t a coach
in the league that won’t tell you that.”
Hill agreed with his coach and took
it a step further.
“He’s a playmaker, he really is,” Hill
said. “He showed that last year.”
Drone torched the Salukis in 2005,
completing 23 of 29 passes for 319 yards
and three touchdowns. The Redbirds
knocked off the then No. 1 Salukis 6135 in Carbondale.
And when Drone lines up, he can
look across the sidelines and see a good
buddy who happens to play the same

Erika Bartruff
watches as
Monica Laird
sets the ball
Sunday during
the game against
Missouri State.
The Salukis lost
3-0.
KELI B ILLINGSLEY
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Spurlock and sophomore Kerry
Sylvester, though, are also consistent
offensive threats for the Aces. On
defense, junior libero Julie Walroth controls the court with 375 digs.
Winkeler said the Aces are tough
to play against when playing on system
but a very beatable team when playing
poorly, as they are now.
Winkeler outlined three keys to
beating the Aces tonight.
One, SIU needs to serve aggressively.
Two, the Salukis have to get their
back-sets to either their middles or to
right side hitter Haley Hann to improve

offensive production that ranks eighth
in the MVC in kills.
And three, the team’s left side players
must hit line shots over the net, which
would reduce the amount of unforced
errors committed by SIU, something that
has hindered the Salukis this season.
“Technically, it’s a pretty basic game
plan for what we need to do for us
to get a victory,” Winkeler said. “But
those are things we need to do to beat
them.”

position in SIU’s junior quarterback
Nick Hill.
Drone and Hill have known each
other since grade school, and Johnson
said, “They both kind of have a winding, twisting trail to get where they are
now. It’s a pretty good storyline, I think,
to this game.”
The two quarterbacks met when
they were young, back when Hill would
visit his mother’s family in Mt. Carmel.
Neither Drone nor Hill played football
when they first attended college. Hill
played basketball at Western Kentucky,
and Drone played baseball for the
Redbirds. Now they meet on the field
in a game that does not need any extra
storyline to make it the biggest contest
in the state, if not all of I-AA football.
While Drone and Hill met on the
hardwood in high school and played in

the same stadium as seniors competing
for state football championships, their
teams never clashed on the field.
Drone led Mt. Carmel to the Class
4A title game — a game his team lost
— just after Hill’s Class 3A Du Quoin
Indians fell in their 2002 championship
game.
Now they have a chance to test each
other in pads. But for Drone, the showdown is secondary.
“I don’t think it matters,” Drone said.
“We’re both going to come out and play
our games. I don’t think we’re going to
be worried about each other’s offense.
We’re just going to be worried about executing and doing what we have to do.”

Brian Feldt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 269 or
brian_feldt@dailyegyptian.com.

Jordan Wilson contributed to this report.
D.W. Norris can be reached at 536-331
ext. 282 or dale_norris@dailyegyptian.com.

15

DAILY EGYPTIAN

Sports

Thursday, October 12, 2006

Saluki Insider
NFL rookies Matt Leinart (Arizona Cardinals), Vince Young (Tennessee Titans)
and Reggie Bush (New Orleans Saints) are all officially NFL starters for their respective teams. As the three most popular rookies this year, which one do you think will
have the best season and why?

JORDAN WILSON
jordan_wilson@
dailyegyptian.com

“Vince Young. He’s only started two
games, so it might take a while for him to
get his groove back. He takes losses hard,
but once he can adjust to that, Young will
be scary good.”

“I think Leinart will have the best season of all the rookies. He has a veteran Kurt
Warner to give him some advice, a Hallof-Fame running back in Edgerrin James,
who he can give the ball to when lacking
protection, and two quality receivers to
throw to.”

D.W. NORRIS
dw_norris@
dailyegyptian.com

BRIAN FELDT
brian_feldt@
dailyegyptian.com

“Bush could have the biggest season of
all. His ability to run, catch and return kicks
and punts makes him ready-made for a
huge season for yardage totals. The guy has
a little Barry Sanders in him when it comes
to making guys miss, though nobody is
Barry.”

STATS OF THE WEEK

0.333 5:36.06.08 16’8.43” 17363 3/7

Saluki Banter

SIU FOOTBALL

Streaking Salukis
The Salukis have won five-straight
games — two in the Gateway Football
Conference — to open the 2006 season. While the team’s start is notable,
several players will enter SIU’s 2:30 p.m.
game at Illinois State with their own
streaks.
Arkee Whitlock, a senior running
back, has rushed for 100 yards or more
in five straight games. He has also
had 193 consecutive carries without
a fumble.
Alan Turner, a senior wide
receiver, has at least one reception in
19 straight games. Senior tight end
Braden Jones has caught a pass in 10
straight games.
Nick Hill, a junior quarterback,
has not thrown an interception in 94
attempts.
Craig Coffin, a senior kicker, has
connected on 33 consecutive PATs and
eight straight field goals.

Do you have questions for the
Saluki Banter that you want
answered?
E-mail de_editor@dailyegyptian.com

Men’s tennis prepares for Marquette
Matt Hartwig
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The Saluki men’s tennis team
needs a strong performance at this
weekend’s Marquette Invitational to
prepare for the ITA fall regionals.
The Salukis will take on
Marquette University and the
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
at the tournament.
Head coach Dann Nelson said
Marquette will be the best team at
the tournament.
Nelson said he has worked on
two things this week to get his
team ready for the indoor tournament. He said the team has tried
to improve doubles play and its
conditioning.
Freshmen Lucas Waked and

Karl Nilsson are looking to improve
in their second college matchups.
Waked was the only player on the
team with a victory Sept. 23 at the
Middle Tennessee State University
Fall Invitational.
Waked said the team has been
working double-time all week to
prepare for the tournament.
“We have been practicing indoors
and have been playing a lot of doubles matches to get better at that,”
Waked said.
In their second go-around, the
freshmen should have better results.
Nelson said the team heads into this
tournament more relaxed.
“The freshmen have less pressure
on them, but expectations are higher
for this tournament.” Nelson said.
The Salukis won’t need the fresh-

men to carry the team if Rodrigo
Lama plays as well in the tournament as in practice. At the MTSU
fall invitational, Lama lost his individual match as well as his doubles
match with Waked.
Lama is the lone upperclassman
on the team. Nelson said Lama
looks to rebound from his match at
MTSU. With Sergio Sanchez and
Felipe Villasenor out with minor
injuries, Nelson said the team looks
for his leadership.
“Rodrigo has worked hard in
practice all week,” Nelson said. “It’s
time for him to take it to the next
level.”
Matt Hartwig can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 238 or
matt_hartwig@dailyegyptian.com

SPORTS BRIEF

PRACTICE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

16

NCAA rules limit his contact
with his team, and only four players
could work out at the same time.
All that changes Friday.
“We’re looking forward to it —
getting to coach them,” Lowery said.
“Obviously they hate conditioning, and
they don’t want to do that, but we have
to make them do it. We’d rather be
coaching them than running them.”
That’s a sentiment shared by coaches and players alike.
“It’s a relief,” senior guard Jamaal

Tatum said. “Everybody’s excited that
conditioning is over and not looking
forward to doing it next year.”
Aside from putting away the dismal
days in the weight room and on the
track, the beginning of practice marks
the start of excitement and anticipation
for the upcoming season.
“You’ve got to see if everyone’s going
to bring it,” Falker said. “See if everyone’s going to bring it for just the first
day. Or if they can bring it (the) first
week, first month.”
Jordan Wilson can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 256 or jordan_wilson@dailyegyptian.com.

Deal calls for White Sox to
begin games at 7:11 p.m.
Nathaniel Hernandez
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

C H I CAG O ( A P ) — The
Chicago White Sox will start weeknight home games at 7:11 p.m. under
a sponsorship deal struck with the
convenience store chain known for
its Slurpee frozen drinks, the team
announced Wednesday.
White Sox spokesman Scott Reifert
would not disclose the value of the
three-year deal with Dallas-based 7Eleven Inc. but said the revenue it
generates will probably be reinvested in
the team or its ballpark.
The new 7:11 p.m. start time does
not represent a drastic change since
many weeknight games at U.S. Cellular
Field currently start at 7:07 p.m., Reifert
said.
“We’re just talking about four minutes, so it’s not much of an inconvenience for the fans,” he said.

The White Sox played 55 weekday
games at home this year, 46 of them
at night.
Margaret Chabris, a 7-Eleven
spokeswoman, said the deal is a chance
to promote the company to fans and
will sometimes give out coupons and
other promotional items. She said a
recent study conducted by the company
showed that many of its customers are
sports fans.
“The White Sox have offered us
a tremendous opportunity to get in
front of a demographic that we like to
attract,” Chabris said. “We want to be
able to interact with them in an entertaining, fun arena.”
She said the company has been
working to develop sponsorship deals
with other sports teams and entertainment venues.
The Chicago area was targeted for
such a deal because of its high concentration of 7-Eleven stores, she added.

Men’s golfer Ellis named
Golfer of the Week
Matt Ellis was named the Missouri Valley
Conference Men’s Golfer of the Week on
Wednesday after his
third place finish at
the Rex Chaney Eagle
Classic.
The junior from
Madison, Miss., led
the Salukis with tournament totals of
72-71-70—213.
He finished 3under-par, eight
strokes behind
the leader.
Ellis is the second men’s golfer to win
this award.

FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
(Home games listed in bold)
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28
Nov. 4
Nov. 11
Nov. 18

Illinois State
Western Kentucky
Missouri State
Youngstown State
Northern Iowa
Southern Utah

2:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
noon
3 p.m.
3 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
(Home games listed in bold)
Oct . 12
Oct . 20
Oct . 21
Oct . 27
Oct . 28
Nov. 3
Nov. 4
Nov. 10
Nov. 17
Nov. 18
Nov. 24
Nov. 25

Evansville
Illinois State
Indiana State
Northern Iowa
Bradley
Wichita State
Missouri State
Evansville
Creighton
Drake
MVC Tournament
MVC Tournament

7
7
6
7
7
7
7
7
7
7

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
TBA
TBA

CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE
Date
Opponent
Time
Oct. 14
Pre-Nationals
All Day
Oct. 28
MVC Championship
All Day
Nov. 11NCAA Regional ChampionshipAll Day
Nov. 20
NCAA Championship
All Day

Sports
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Staying in the running:
Saluki volleyball plays an unusual weekday
game against Evansville tonight , see page 14
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

The wait is over, practice starts Friday
Jordan Wilson
DAILY EGYPTIAN

There was a time when Randal
Falker couldn’t sleep the night before
SIU’s first basketball practice of the
season. He would be antsy and nervous about the year ahead.
But when the Salukis have their
first official practice of the season
Friday night, the junior forward said
he would be plenty rested.
Falker — along with the majority
of SIU’s men’s basketball team — is
no longer a novice.
Falker’s new demeanor exemplifies this year’s Salukis — a group
of players who have already gotten

FOOTBALL

their feet wet and are ready to move
on past last year’s jitters. The 20052006 Salukis entered the season as
an inexperienced team. Even though
they ended the year with a Missouri
Valley Conference Tournament
championship and their fifth straight
berth to the NCAA Tournament,
they left with a 22-11 mark.
That record is one the Salukis
hope to improve on, starting with
their season-opening practice
Friday.
The Salukis begin exhibition play
at home Nov. 2 against Quincy before
their regular-season opener against
Washington (Mo.), which will be
played Nov. 10 in Carbondale.

Even though practice starts Friday,
the Salukis have been hard at work
for weeks. Since early September,
they have gone through tough days
packed full of individual workouts,
conditioning and weight training.
“Individuals, weights and conditioning makes for a long day, along
with school,” sophomore forward
Tony Boyle said. “I’m happy it’s over.
I’m ready to get practice going.”
Head coach Chris Lowery, entering his third season as the Salukis’
front-man, said he is excited for the
opportunity to do what his job detail
describes — to actually coach.
See PRACTICE, Page 15
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Jamaal Tatum and Tony Young laugh at photos taken of them during
Media Day on Wednesday in the Arena.

A showdown at last
Gateway Conference’s top-ranked
passer Luke Drone poses a serious
threat to the undefeated Salukis
D.W. Norris
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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Luke Drone, ISU’s quarterback, is the Gateway Football
Conference’s top passer.

Illinois State quarterback
Luke Drone is the man.
Those are not Drone’s
words or his head coach
Denver Johnson’s — those
words come straight from SIU
head coach Jerry Kill.
“The key to Illinois State is
Luke Drone,” Kill said. “That’s
the guy, that’s the man.”
Illinois State (4-1, 1-0
Gateway) hosts the Salukis
(5-0, 2-0) as the No. 5 team in
Division I-AA. SIU enters the
contest ranked seventh. Both
coaches
have
called Saturday’s
game the biggest
in the state, and
its result will most likely be
felt on a national level.
“I’ve been taken aback
some, quite frankly, by some
of the attention that it’s getting on a national scale, but
that’s what we’re all hoping
for,” Johnson said.
The winner of Saturday’s

2:30 p.m. game will have an
early advantage in the conference standings.
Statistically, Drone looks
impressive.
He leads the Gateway in
completions (79), attempts
(139) and yards per game,
with 226.4. His 10 touchdowns also lead the conference, and Drone has thrown
every pass in Illinois State’s
2006 campaign. His top two
targets — wide receivers
Laurent Robinson and Pierre
Jackson — both average 82
yards a game for an offense
that produces nearly 30 points
a game.
Drone has
targets on the
outside, even
with Robinson — last season’s
Gateway offensive player of
the year — banged up with
an ankle injury. Kill said the
person who catches Drone’s
passes does not matter — he
makes his receivers better, not
See SHOWDOWN, Page 14
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Nick Hill makes a pass during the SIU vs. Indiana State
University game Sept. 30 at McAndrew Stadium.

Whitlock faces stiff competition on Payton Award watch list
Jordan Wilson
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The updated list of the Walter
Payton Award watch was released
Wednesday with four players being
replaced on the list. Arkee Whitlock,
though, has a stranglehold on his
spot and is still in the running to win
the award.
Matt Dougherty, the executive
director for Division I-AA football at

the Sports Network, said Whitlock’s
candidacy was never in question.
Dougherty said Whitlock’s numbers, coupled with the Salukis’ 5-0
mark, make Whitlock a “top-five
guy.”
“Right now, he’s certainly one of
the top contenders,” Dougherty said.
Whitlock, SIU’s senior running
back, has plenty of other eager players vying for the top award in I-AA
football.

How Arkee stacks up
Here’s a look at the top competition for the Walter Payton Award, which is given to
the best player in Division I-AA football.
Name
Year
Josh Johnson
Jr.
Ricky Santos
Jr.
Tyler Thigpen
Sr.
Jerome Felton Jr.
Clifton Dawson Sr.
Arkee Whitlock Sr.

Pos.
School
QB
San Diego
QB New Hampshire
QB Coastal Carolina
FB
Furman
RB
Harvard
RB Southern Illinois

Yards
Total touchdowns
1,654 total
21
1,074 passing
19
1,988 total
17
514 rushing
16
542 rushing
11
696 rushing
9

Tyler Thigpen, a senior quarterback from Coastal Carolina who was
added to the list Wednesday, has
racked up 1,668 passing yards and 14
touchdowns. Jerome Felton, a junior
fullback from Furman, has totaled 16
touchdowns on 514 yards.
The Payton Award goes to the
top player in I-AA and is similar to
I-A’s Heisman Trophy. The list goes
through three revisions before the
winner is named.
The next cut will be Nov. 1 and
then Nov. 22 before the winner is
announced Dec. 14.
Whitlock’s in-conference competition for the Payton Award dropped
after the first cut. While University
of Northern Iowa quarterback Eric
Sanders is still on the list, Illinois
State receiver Laurent Robinson was
booted. Robinson did not play in
two games this season because of an
injury and ranks second on his team

in receiving yards.
That doesn’t mean Whitlock
won’t have any other Gateway players pushing him, because there is still
another revision to go, and any player
could be tossed back into the mix.
But for the time being, Whitlock
is letting his feet do the campaigning.
In his last two games alone,
Whitlock has rushed for 319 yards
and six touchdowns. Whitlock leads
the Gateway Football Conference in
rushing yards per game, and his nine
touchdowns put him in a first-place
tie with two other running backs.
Whitlock said he’s a big fan of
Payton and said he uses the nomination to motivate him on a daily basis.
Winning the award, Whitlock said,
doesn’t compare to winning on the
field.
“I’m pretty sure everybody’s working hard trying to win it,” Whitlock

said. “Right now, I’m more focused
on team goals — trying to win.”
Playing under the national spotlight isn’t new to the Saluki program.
In 2004 and 2005, former quarterback Joel Sambursky was on the
Payton watch list.
The heightened attention isn’t
something that should have an
adverse effect on Whitlock.
SIU head coach Jerry Kill said
Whitlock is at his best when under
pressure. With SIU in the thick of its
tough Gateway schedule, that may
bode well for the Salukis.
“He prepares well and plays hard
and plays good in the big games,” Kill
said. “The bigger the game, the better he plays. I think (awards are) great
for him, great for the program.”
Jordan Wilson can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
jordan_wilson@dailyegyptian.com.

