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KARACHI, Pakistan Ñ AfghanistanÕs Tal-
iban complained Wednesday that Pakistan 
has yet to release their No. 2 commander 
despite saying it had done so on Sept. 21.

Pakistani o!cials had said they hoped 
that the release of Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar, who had been in Pakistani custody 
since 2010, would help persuade Pakistani 
insurgents to enter peace talks with the 
government.

But a spokesman for the Afghan Taliban 
said that Baradar, the deputy to Afghan 
Taliban chief Mullah Mohammed Omar, 
remained in custody.

ÒUnfortunately, he still spends his days 
and nights in prison, and his health condi-
tion is worrying. It is deteriorating day by 
day,Ó the spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid, 
said in a statement released in Afghanistan.

"e Pakistani government made no com-
ment on the Taliban assertion. If itÕs true, 
it would suggest that the Pakistani govern-
ment may be unable to act as a go-between 
in proposed peace talks between the United 
States and Taliban leaders.

"e Pakistani militaryÕs Inter-Services 
Intelligence Directorate captured Baradar in 
January 2010 in Karachi, in a joint opera-
tion with the CIA.

Taliban militants in Karachi who are 
organizing the in#ltration of #ghters into 
Afghanistan, speaking only on the condi-
tion of anonymity because they didnÕt want 
to come to the attention of authorities, said 
Baradar had been freed from the Karachi jail 
where heÕd been held and had been allowed 
to spend time with his family. After that, 
however, the ISI took him back into custody 
and moved him to an unknown location.

Pakistan news reports suggested that he 
was being held in the northwest city of 
Peshawar or in the insurgent tribal area of 
North Waziristan.

Sartaj Aziz, Prime Minister Nawaz 
SharifÕs foreign policy adviser, had expressed 
optimism that Baradar would help push 
PakistanÕs militant insurgents, known as the 
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, into peace talks 
with the government.

Instead, confusion surrounds PakistanÕs 
attempts to parley with its insurgents. A 
spokesman for the chief minister of the 
northwest Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, 
Shiraz Paracha, told Pakistani cable news 
channels Wednesday that a delegation of 
religious scholars, acting on behalf of the 
government, had started negotiations with 
the Pakistani Taliban. "e government 
is keeping the scholarsÕ identities secret 
because of the sensitivity of the situation, 
he said.

But the Tehrik-i-Taliban PakistanÕs nomi-
nal chief, Hakimullah Mehsud, denied that 
any talks were being held, and he accused 
the government of falsely building public 
hopes for peace.

Last month, Sharif canceled peace talks 
with the Pakistani Taliban after they claimed 
responsibility for the twin suicide bombings 
of a church congregation Sept. 23 in Pe-
shawar, which killed more than 80 people. 
Since then, however, theyÕve disavowed any 
involvement in the church attack or one 
Sept. 30 that killed 40 people in PeshawarÕs 
busy Qissa Khwani Bazaar. On Oct. 1, a 
council of militant leaders announced that 
it would hold peace talks with the govern-
ment.

"e next day, however, Mehsud added a 
spoiler by conditioning the talks on an end 
to CIA drone strikes against militants in 
PakistanÕs tribal areas bordering Afghanistan.
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Leaving the only place you called home can 
cause mixed emotions. Even walking across 
campus for the !rst time has an e"ect on some 
students. 

However, four freshmen on the women’s 
basketball team have transitioned from high 
school not only becoming college freshmen, 
but also Saluki athletes.

#e freshmen have been adjusting parts of 
their game to prepare themselves for college 
basketball and have been working with 
upperclassmen since July.

Freshman forward Kim Nebo from Katy, 
Texas said she is enjoying her freshman 
experience.  Nebo has been playing basketball 
since childhood where she would shoot 
around with the boys; as she got older, she 
went on to play four years of varsity basketball 
at Cypress Lakes High School.  

“#is is my !rst year being in Illinois,” she 
said.  “ Some people have a big problem with 
being away from family, but I actually like it.”

Although Nebo enjoys her space, she 
continues to speak with her family daily.  
Nebo said her family has pushed her to 
continue playing sports, helping her work 
hard on the court. 

“I just want to learn the things that are 
[required] and get better,” Nebo said.  “I want 
to be able to listen to what coach wants me to 
do and actually do it.”

Newcomers Kiley Gorski, Brandi 
Harrington and Carlie Corrigan have been 
preparing themselves for college basketball 
as well.

Corrigan is a shooting guard from Plain!eld 
who averaged nearly 19 points per game.  As 
a senior, she scored a school-record 43 points 
in a game.

Since she has been working out with the 

Salukis, Corrigan has been focusing on getting 
stronger and improving her shot release.

“Our team is very strong and they can lift a 
lot of weight,” she said.  “In order to run with 
them I have to strengthen myself.”

Junior guard Cartaesha Macklin has been 
helping the freshmen in any way she can.  
For the last two years, Macklin has been  an 
Honorable Mention All-Missouri Valley 
Conference team and last season she averaged 
15 points per game.  

Macklin said the newcomers are always 
ready to work.

“Nebo is very strong,” she said.  “Carlie 
is doing a great job of moving around and 
knowing the o"ense.”

Although sometimes college freshman may 
be considered the outsiders of a team made 
up of members who have worked together, 
Macklin said they are meshing well with the 
older players.

“Freshmen always have their own bond 
within each other since they live together,” 
Macklin said. “But we always try and get 
them involved in everything we do.” 

Macklin said team members laugh and joke 
together o" the court, but they can easily 
change to a serious professional attitude when 
it is time to work.  #e freshmen are not the 
only addition to the women’s basketball team 
this year — the Salukis have also welcomed 
new head coach Cindy Stein. 

“Coach does a good job of keeping us in 
line on the court,” Macklin said.  “She expects 
nothing but the best from us and I just love 
that.”

Stein was o$cially named head coach in 
April 2013 ending her coaching career at 
Illinois Central College, where her Cougars 
went 32-4 last season.  

As this is her !rst time working with the 
team, Stein said the players have been a 
pleasure.  Stein has coached at other schools 

for nearly two decades, but she is ready for 
this year and excited about what the 2013-
2014 season will bring.  

“#ese are just a good group of kids,” Stein 
said.  “I try to put the best defenders out there 
who have the ability to score.”

Stein places her freshmen players 
with upperclassmen as guidance.  #e 
upperclassmen have been helping the 
freshman adapt to the way Saluki basketball 
is played.

 “#e biggest thing right now is just making 
sure that I’m putting them with older people 
that are experienced and know what they’re 
doing,” she said.

Last season the Salukis went 5-26 overall, 
but Stein hopes to lift the Salukis to a well-
played season this year.  Stein’s focus is to help 
the team progress on the essential tools that 
lead to wins, she said.

“You’re trying to outscore your opponent 
and take care of the ball because those things 
are what lead to success during the year,” Stein 
said.

#e Salukis open with their !rst game 
against Maryville on Friday, Oct. 25.

Symone Woolridge can be reached at 
swoolridge@dailyegyptian.com 

or ext. 536-3311 ext. 269 

Newcomers bring hard work to Saluki basketball

Freshman forward Kim Nebo, center, runs drills against freshman guard Carlie Corrigan, 

right, as junior guard Cartaesha Macklin looks on Wednesday during practice at SIU 

Arena. Macklin said she and the other upperclassmen have been working to make sure 

Nebo, Corrigan and the two other freshmen feel welcome to the team by involving them in 

everything they do on and off the court. 

Chris Zoeller   |THE WEEKENDER

SYMONE WOOLRIDGE
The Weekender 

BASKETBALL

WEBQ 102.3 FM in Eldorado/Harrisburg
KYRX 97.3 FM in Cape Girardeau, Mo.

KATZ 1600 AM in St. Louis
WVMC 1360 AM and 99.1 FM in Mt. Carmel

Saturday, the Salukis will travel to Cedar Falls, Iowa as they clash head-to-head against conference foe Northern Iowa at the UNI-Dome. 
Kicko! is slated for 4 p.m. To listen live, tune into Saluki Sports Network or follow @TPeacock_DE for live updates.

WVZA 105.1 FM in Carbondale (Flagship)
WMOK 920 AM in Metropolis/Paducah, Ky.

WRXX 95.3 FM in Centralia
WRUL 97.3 FM in Carmi


