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WIRE REPORTS

News Wednesday, January 23, 2008 WORLD & NATION4

  Beth Fouhy
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON  — Democrat 
Hillary Rodham Clinton argued 
on Tuesday that Barack Obama’s 
frustration with losing prompted 
him to look for a fight in their 
latest debate. Obama said his rival 
and her husband, former President 
Clinton, were distorting his record.

“I think it’s very clear that 
Senator Clinton ... and the presi-
dent have been spending the last 
month attacking me in ways that 
are not accurate,” Obama told 
reporters in a conference call short-
ly after she lashed out at him in a 
bitter exchange that carried over 
from Monday night’s debate.

Speaking to reporters in 
Washington, Hillary Clinton 
belittled Obama’s line of debate 
criticism against her as “rehearsed 
points.”

“I think what we saw last night 
was that he’s very frustrated,” she 
said. “I believe that the events of 
the last 10 or so days, the outcome 
of New Hampshire and Nevada, 
have apparently convinced him to 
adopt a different strategy.”

Former President Clinton said 
Tuesday he enjoyed the bickering.

“I know you think it’s crazy, but 
I kind of like to see Barack and 
Hillary fight,” Bill Clinton told a 
mostly white crowd of about 300 at 
a black church in Greenville, S.C. 
“They’re flesh and blood people 
and they have their differences — 
let them have it.”

Asked whether he thought his 
legacy among blacks would be 
harmed by challenging Obama, 
Clinton said he wasn’t standing in 
Obama’s way but rather advocating 
for his wife.

“I think it would be just as much 
a change, some people think more, 
to have the first woman president 
than to have the first African-
American president,” Bill Clinton 
said.

In the debate in Myrtle Beach, 
S.C., the two leading Democrats 
argued bitterly and in personal 
terms over issues such as Iraq and 
Bill Clinton’s role in the cam-
paign.

“He clearly came last night 
looking for a fight. He was 
determined and launched right 
in,” Hillary Clinton said. “And I 
thought it was important to set the 

record straight.”
She restated her argument 

that Obama was unwilling to 
answer hard questions about his 
record, including his opposition 
to the Iraq war, his support for 
military budgets and his “present” 
votes as a member of the Illinois 
Legislature.

Obama countered that this was 
all part of Clinton’s strategy.

“Senator Clinton announced 
while we were still in Iowa that this 
was going to be her strategy and 
called it the fun part of campaign-
ing. And, you know, I don’t think 
it’s the fun part to fudge the truth,” 
he said. “The necessary part of 
this campaign is to make sure that 
we’re getting accurate information 
to voters about people’s respective 
records.”

GARY O’BRIEN ~ MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

Democratic presidential candidate U.S. Sen. Barack Obama greets supporters during a campaign 
rally at Lander University in Greenwood, S.C., on Tuesday.

Clinton, Obama clash at debate

 Jamey Keaten
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PARIS — Pervez Musharraf 
says he still gets the question a 
lot: When will Osama bin Laden 
and his top deputy be caught? The 
Pakistani president 
insists it’s more impor-
tant for his 100,000 
troops on the Afghan 
border to root out the 
Taliban than search for 
al-Qaida leaders.

That bin Laden and 
Ayman al-Zawahri are 
still at large “doesn’t 
mean much,” the 
former general said 
Tuesday on the second 
day of a swing through 
Europe. He suggested 
they are far less a threat 
to his regime than 
Taliban-linked mili-
tants entrenched in Pakistan’s west.

Bin Laden and al-Zawahri 
are believed to be hiding some-
where in the lawless tribal areas 
along Afghanistan’s frontier with 
Pakistan.

“The 100,000 troops that 
we are using ... are not going 
around trying to locate Osama 
bin Laden and Zawahri, frankly,” 
Musharraf told a conference at the 
French Institute for International 
Relations. “They are operating 
against terrorists, and in the pro-
cess, if we get them, we will deal 

with them certainly.”
A U.S. ally in its war on extrem-

ist groups, Musharraf has come 
under increasing pressure follow-
ing the assassination of opposition 
leader Benazir Bhutto last month 
and for his brief declaration of 

emergency rule in 
early November.

Musharraf, who 
as commander of 
Pakistan’s mili-
tary seized power 
in a bloodless 
coup in 1999, said 
the remnants of 
Afghanistan’s for-
mer Taliban regime 
and its Pakistani 
sympathizers are 
the “more seri-
ous issue” for both 
countries.

But he said 
there was “zero 

percent chance” that al-Qaida, the 
Taliban and their Pakistani allies 
could defeat his 500,000-strong 
army or that Islamic militants 
could win control of the govern-
ment in Feb. 18 parliamentary 
elections.

As part of the “multi-pronged 
strategy” against terrorists, Pakistan 
has erected fences “selectively” and 
set up 1,000 checkpoints along the 
Afghan border in an effort to stop 
militants from using the areas to 
launch attacks inside the neighbor-
ing nation, he said.

 Angela Charlton
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PARIS — The U.N. Security 
Council’s five permanent members 
and Germany are expected to agree 
Tuesday on a new resolution to 
pressure Iran over its nuclear pro-
gram, a French diplomat said. But 
a U.S. official said differences over 
the issue remain.

The senior French diplomat, 
who briefed reporters Monday on 
condition that he not be identified 
by name, said an agreement was 
very close and should be finalized 
by the six nation’s foreign ministers 
at a meeting in Berlin, Germany.

However, others were more 
cautious about what the talks could 
produce. Momentum for a third 
resolution has slowed since a U.S. 
intelligence assessment last month 
indicated Tehran had stopped 
active work on a nuclear weapons 
program in 2003.

A senior US official said 
Monday that the six nations had 
made some progress in negotiat-
ing a new resolution in a flurry 
of weekend conference calls but 
that “substantial” differences still 
existed.

The official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity due to the sen-
sitivity of the ongoing talks, told 
reporters it was not clear if agree-
ment could be reached at Tuesday’s 
meeting.

The official said senior negotia-

tors from all six nations would have 
another conference call ahead of 
the ministerial meeting in Berlin.

The French diplomat would 
not give details on the resolution 
but said it would be “very balanced, 
very firm” and likely be presented 
to the U.N. Security Council at the 
end of the month.

“We are really very close,” said 
the diplomat, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because the talks 
are ongoing and sensitive.

Any new agreement would 
need Security Council approval. 
It already has issued two resolu-
tions on Iran imposing interna-
tional sanctions over its defiance 
of international demands that it 
suspend uranium enrichment. The 
United States, Britain, France, 
Russia, China and Germany have 
been discussing for months a third 
U.N. resolution.

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said last week that nego-
tiations on a third sanctions reso-
lution have been “slowed down 
a little bit” as a result of the U.S. 
National Intelligence Estimate.

Opposition from Russia and 
China to quick and harsh new 
sanctions has increased since the 
U.S. report, but Western nations 
have stressed the need to keep up 
the pressure.

Iran insists it never had a weap-
ons program and that its uranium 
enrichment is aimed at energy pro-
duction.

Musharraf: We’re not 
looking for bin Laden

‘‘They are 
operating 

against terrorists, 
and in the 
process, if we get 
them, we will 
deal with them 
certainly. 
 

— Pervez Musharraf
Pakistani president

Six foreign ministers to 
agree on Iran resolution

W         , D. C .

Emergency Fed rate 
cut stabilizes stocks; 
Bush, Congress pledge 
urgent action 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Jolted by global 
recession fears, the Federal Reserve slashed 
interest rates Tuesday, and President Bush 
and leaders of Congress joined in a rare 
show of cooperation in promising urgent 
action to pump up the economy with 
upwards of $150 billion in tax cuts and 
government spending.

Market meltdowns overnight around 
the globe and growing anxiety at home 
stirred lawmakers and the administration 
toward swift action, possibly within a few 
weeks. Wall Street plummeted as the day 
began, following Asian stocks, then warily 
eased its sell-off after the Fed ordered the 
biggest cut on record in a key interest 
rate. The Dow Jones industrials, down 465 
points at one point, closed the day off 128.

The Fed, announcing its action after 
an emergency video conference Monday 
night, indicated further rate reductions 
were likely, aimed at encouraging people 
and companies to start spending again.

“The urgency that we feel at home 
is now even more urgent as we see the 
impact of our markets on others,” House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said after both 
Democratic and Republican lawmakers 
met with Bush at the White House.

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
said the goal was to get a deal through 
Congress and on Bush’s desk within 
roughly three weeks — lightning speed 
compared with the usual snail’s pace on 
Capitol Hill. Bush expressed confidence 
that he and the Democratic-led Congress 
could put aside bitter differences that have 
marked his presidency.

 

I   

U.S. soldier in Iraq 
first to die in bomb 
attack on new, heavily 
armored MRAP vehicle

WASHINGTON (AP) — A soldier killed 
over the weekend south of Baghdad was 
the first American casualty in a roadside 
bomb attack on a newly introduced, heav-
ily armored vehicle, military officials said 
Tuesday.

The death, however, has not changed 
the Pentagon’s mind about its plans to 
spend more than $22 billion to buy thou-
sands of the mine-resistant, ambush-pro-
tected vehicles, known by the acronym 
MRAP, for the Army and Marine Corps to 
use in Iraq and Afghanistan, said Pentagon 
Press Secretary Geoff Morrell.

“That attack has not ... caused anyone 
to question the vehicle’s lifesaving capac-
ity,” Morrell said. “To the contrary, the attack 
reaffirms their survivability.”

The soldier who died Saturday was the 
gunner who sits atop the MRAP vehicle. 
Morrell said it is still not clear whether he 
died as a result of the explosion or the roll-
over. And Maj. Alayne P. Conway, deputy 
spokeswoman for the 3rd Infantry Division, 
said the attack and the death are under 
investigation.

Morrell said the MRAP hit a “very large, 
deep-buried IED” and that the “force of 
the explosion blew the MRAP into the air 
and caused it to overturn.” Despite the size 
of the explosion, he said, the crew com-
partment “was not compromised” and the 
three soldiers inside escaped with cuts and 
broken bones in their feet.

F    

Republican Fred 
Thompson quits 
presidential race 

NAPLES, Fla. (AP) — Republican Fred 
Thompson, the actor-politician who attract-
ed more attention as a potential presiden-
tial candidate than as a real one, quit the 
race for the White House on Tuesday after a 
string of poor finishes in early primary and 
caucus states.

“Today, I have withdrawn my candidacy 
for president of the United States. I hope that 
my country and my party have benefited 
from our having made this effort,” the former 
Tennessee senator said in a brief statement.

 In the statement, Thompson did not 
say whether he would endorse any of his 
former rivals. He was one of a handful 
of members of Congress who supported 
Arizona Sen. John McCain in 2000 in his 
unsuccessful race against George W. Bush 
for the party nomination.

Thompson, best known as the gruff 
district attorney on NBC’s “Law & Order,” 
placed third in Iowa and South Carolina, 
two states seemingly in line with his right-
leaning pitch and laid-back style, and fared 
even worse in the four other states that 
have held contests thus far. Money already 
tight, he ran out of it altogether as the 
losses piled up.
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 When considering fee increases that 
would affect all students next year, the 
Graduate and Professional Student Council 
supports every cause but one: athletics.

The organization voted against a $54 
increase in the Intercollegiate Athletic fee, 
which would raise the fee from $221 to 
$275 per semester, beginning fall 2008. 
Members voted in support of five proposed 
fee increases at a meeting Tuesday.

Though the GPSC votes are nonbinding, 
the organization was the first to voice its 
opinion on the proposed increases to man-
datory student fees, which total $102.60 per 
semester. That figure does not include hous-
ing fees, which only apply to students who 
use those facilities. Undergraduate Student 
Government is scheduled to vote on the 
proposed increases Wednesday.

GPSC President Steven Middleton said 
he was surprised and did not think graduate 
students would be happy with the results of 
the vote.

“All the graduate students that I talked 
to really expressed that they were tired of 
fees going up,” Middleton said.

Middleton said he expected the organi-
zation to vote against the campus recreation 
fee increase, which would take the fee from 
$6 to $31.60 per semester. Willie Ehling, 
director of recreational sports and services, 
said the increase would pay to keep facili-
ties that would be lost to relocation during 

Saluki Way, as well as add new elements, 
such as restrooms, adaptive fitness trails and 
a band shelter.

The Board of Trustees must vote to 
affirm fee increases before they become 
effective. The board will hear the proposals 
in April, though they were originally sched-
uled to do so in February, Middleton said.

The board’s vote on the increases, origi-
nally scheduled for April, has been pushed 
back to June.

Student fees approved by the organiza-
tion included student medi-
cal benefit primary care, 
Student Center, student 
recreation, mass transit and 
campus recreation.

The organization also 
voted against three pro-
posed fee increases for uni-
versity housing.

Rent per month at 
Evergreen Terrace housing, 
which accommodates married and domestic 
partner students as well as students with 
children, would rise from $493 to $533. 
Monthly rent for Elizabeth Apartments, 
which accommodate single graduate stu-
dents, would rise from $518 to $557. Annual 
housing fees for other on-campus residences 
would increase from $6,636 to $7,164.

Chancellor Fernando Treviño also spoke 
for about half an hour at the meeting.

Middleton said the chancellor typically 
meets with the organization each fall, but 
was unable to attend a meeting until January 
because of scheduling conflicts.

Treviño said administrators viewed the 
rising price of higher education as a top 
concern, but found operating costs increas-
ingly difficult to manage because of a lack 

of state funding.
He also spoke about administrators’ goals 

for the university as a research institution.
“I see our university as a flagship for the 

working class,” Treviño said. “We have got 
to lead the advancements in our disciplines. 
Graduate students play a vital role in that.”

The organization also unanimously voted 
to pass a resolution imploring the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services to 
include college health centers on a list of 
providers who could receive lower prices for 

contraceptive drugs.
The D E 

reported Dec. 11 that hun-
dreds of health centers at col-
leges and universities across 
the country have been forced 
to raise their contraceptive 
prices due to a provision in 
the Deficit Reduction Act of 
2005. The prices of some con-
traceptives at SIUC’s Student 

Health Center have increased by as much as 
five and a half times.

Kristina Dzara, who presented the res-
olution, said she believed the issue was 
important not only to women, but to all 
students.

Dzara, a doctoral student from Florida 
representing the department of sociology, 
said she hoped to forward the resolution to 
lawmakers who could effect change.

“This is just another piece of evidence 
that we support the ability of students to 
afford birth control,” Dzara said. 

Allison Petty can be reached at 
536-3311 ext. 259 or 

allison.petty@siude.com.

GPSC votes down higher prices 
Council considers fee 
increase proposals

Some of the survey questions are catered 
specifically to SIUC. 

“How much have you read or heard (from 
any sources) about the recent high-profile 
accusations of plagiarism against President 
Poshard, former Chancellor Wendler, others 
at SIU-Edwardsville?” reads one question.

Greg Budzban, a mathematics profes-
sor, said he teaches mostly classes of 30 or 
fewer students and does not often witness 
problems with cheating. When he has taught 
larger classes in the past, Budzban said he has 
taken measures, such as handing out mul-
tiple versions of exams, to prevent academic 
misconduct.

“In small classes it’s generally fairly sim-
ple,” he said. “If you have any interest at all, 
you just keep an eye on things and it’s not 
hard to make sure there’s no cheating.”

Joe Crawford can be reached at 
536-3311 ext. 254 or jcrawford@siude.com.

SURVEY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I live in Allen and there aren’t any 
paper towel dispensers in the bathroom 
and I think that’s ridiculous and a health 
hazard, especially during flu season,” she 
said.

Kirchmeier said housing administration 
listened to the students and is trying to give 
them the choices they want and need.

“I think when the administration gives 
you permission to advertise it, it means they 
think it’s a good idea, but it’s all still subject 
to board approval in April,” Kirchmeier 
said.

Brandy Oxford can be reached at 
536-3311 ext. 255 or 

brandy_oxford@siude.com.

HOUSING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

‘‘I see our 
university as a 

flagship for the 
working class. 

— Fernando Treviño 
SIUC Chancellor


