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Wednesday: See the semester in photos
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SIUC residing
spokeswoman
takes new job
Andrea Zimmermann
DAILY EGYPTIAN

John and Pamela
Loyd pick out a
Christmas tree
with their family Sunday afternoon in the Big
Lots parking lot.
The Carbondale
Community High
School Marching
Terriers are selling
trees in the lot to
raise money for
future trips and
competitions.
J AKE L OCKARD
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Race for city council off to rapid start
Simon issues ethical
challenge to other
mayoral candidates

See COMMUNICATION, Page 10

Brandon Augsburg

New interim
provost in place

DAILY EGYPTIAN

Before filing her mayoral nominating petition at City Hall early Monday, Councilwoman
and SIUC Law Professor Sheila Simon gave
her supporters a first glimpse at what she
called a “working platform.”
Simon set three basic principles for her
campaign: integrity, responsibility and opportunity.
She said ethics in government is a concern
for many people, so she made her personal
financial information available to the public to
answer any questions voters might have about
her income. She also said the city needs to
practice fiscal responsibility with its resources
and become a leader on environmental issues.
In addition, Simon noted many opportunities for the city, including making neighborhoods safer, developing the local economy,
taking advantage of educational opportunities
and improving intergovernmental cooperation.
“I think the three words at the top —
integrity, responsibility and opportunity — do
the best to summarize that I want people to
be able to look for themselves and see whether
they should be able to trust me,” she said.
Simon was the last of the three announced
mayoral candidates to present her platform.
Carbondale Mayor Brad Cole and Jessica
Davis, director of student development at
SIUC’s School of Law, had already announced
their platforms.
Davis released a seven-point covenant
shortly after announcing her election bid in
September. Her platform includes topics such
as education from early childhood to college,
health care and well-being, economic and
business development, Carbondale land-use,
housing development, environmental integrity
and a community-centered justice system.
Davis has elaborated on each topic through
a series of town hall meetings the past few
months. She has already discussed education, health care and economic development,
and the next meeting is tonight at 7 p.m. at
See ETHICS, Page 10

After roughly 15 years as spokeswoman for
SIUC, Sue Davis is shifting her efforts into
cyberspace — specifically onto the popular social
networking sites MySpace and Facebook.
On Monday, Davis, who has served as executive director for Media and Communication
Resources since 2002, will assume the newly
created role of executive director of strategic
communications.
In this capacity, Davis said she will research
new ways to help the university communicate with different segments of the community.
Similar to her previous role, Davis will report her
findings directly to the chancellor.
“As technology changes, you have to look at
what you are using to communicate with new
groups. For kids in high school and middle
school, e-mail is old — now they text,” she said.
“The idea is to sit back and take some time and
look at different ways we communicate with
different groups.
“Gray Dawg having a profile? Hey, that
might be terrific.”
Recently, Davis’ office has been the subject of
much criticism surrounding the university’s lack
of a strategic marketing plan. In the spring, she
was also embroiled in scandal after a portion of
a 2005 speech she wrote for former Chancellor
Walter Wendler was lifted from another author.

Wayne Utterback
DAILY EGYPTIAN

tion so that she could be held accountable
and so voters had the option of reviewing
her financial statements instead of simply
trusting her.
Carbondale Mayor Brad Cole, who also
submitted his paperwork with about 60
signatures on Monday, said he was glad
Simon made her financial information
available.
“I’m glad she’s following my lead,” he
said. “I’ve released my tax returns every
year that I’ve been on the council.”
Cole said there isn’t much for him to
disclose because he is “just a working-class
boy from a working-class family,” but he
said making the information available is
still important to ease the voters’ minds.

An interim provost is Don Rice
now in place nearly a month
after Interim Chancellor
John Dunn assumed the
campus helm.
Associate Provost Don
Rice is now provost while
Dunn, who held the position since 2002, sits in the • Takes John
top spot.
Dunn’s previous
Dunn, who announced position as inRice’s temporary pro- terim provost
motion Monday, took •Came to SIUC
over Nov. 16 after for- in 1991
mer Chancellor Walter
Wendler was demoted to professor of architecture.
Although Rice said he is ready for the gain
in responsibility, he is a bit worried about a
gain elsewhere.
“Every time I’ve taken a new administrative position, I’ve gained a lot of weight, so I’m
not looking forward to gaining another 20 to
30 pounds,” Rice said with a laugh.
Rice came to SIUC in 1991 to work with
the Center for Archaeological Investigations
and then became associate dean in the College
of Liberal Arts in 1999 before his promotion
to associate provost for academic administration in 2004.
“I’m on one hand pleased and on the other
hand nervous,” Rice said. “I enjoy working
with Interim Chancellor Dunn.”
Dunn said the selection was affirmed
after conversations with the Faculty Senate,
Graduate Council, Faculty Association and
members of the dean’s council.

See CANDIDATES, Page 10

See INTERIM, Page 10
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Carbondale mayoral candidate Sheila Simon announces her platform to supporters before filing her official mayoral petition Monday morning at City Hall.

Petition filing begins for local candidates
Brandon Augsburg
“ is a really exciting day if
D
E
“Today
AILY

GYPTIAN

City Hall saw a flurry of activity
Monday, the first day for those eyeing the
mayor’s office or seeking to grab a spot on
the Carbondale City Council to submit
nominating petitions.
As she intended, Councilwoman Sheila
Simon, also a law professor at SIUC, was
the first to file her petitions for the mayoral
race. Simon said she gathered almost 10
times more signatures than the 36 required
to get on the ballot.
“Today is a really exciting day if you’re
into this kind of stuff,” she said.
Candidates have until monday to file
petitions and must gather at least 32 signatures of registered Carbondale voters to
get on the April election ballot.
Simon also issued an ethical challenge
to the other mayoral candidates, calling
on them to disclose their tax statements
and financial records as she did Monday.
Simon said she disclosed the informa-

you’re into this kind of stuff.
— Sheila Simon
councilwoman, SIUC law professor
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8th Annual Saluki finals Shimkus says he wishes he did more to
investigate Foley’s sexual internet messaging
finish

• 6 p.m. to midnight today at the Student
Recreation Center
• SIUC faculty and staff will be serving free
food and beverages each evening

Law School admission
test (LSAT) preparation
program

• 8 to 3:30 p.m. Jan. 27 and 28, Feb. 3 and 4
• Cost for this program is $325, and all
materials are included
• For more information contact the SIUCDivision of Continuing Education at (618)
536-7751

POLICE REPORTS

University
A theft of more than $300 and credit card
fraud occurred between 8:45 and 11:30 a.m.
Dec. 5 at Rehn Hall. A wallet was reported
stolen. There are no suspects at this time.
A burglary occurred between 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 5 and 9:04 a.m. Dec. 6 at the softball
stadium. Damage to a door and frame on
a storage shed as well as damage to a John
Deere gator utility vehicle were reported.
There are no suspects at this time.
A residential burglary occurred between
9:30 p.m. Wednesday and 1:12 a.m. Thursday
at Schneider Hall. A Toshiba laptop computer, speakers, iPod, Xbox and games, a cellular
telephone and textbooks were reported stolen. There are no suspects at this time.
Criminal damage to state supported property occurred at 3:04 a.m. Thursday at the
courtyard in front of Allen II and the Grinnell
loading dock. And estimated $6,000 in damage to light poles was reported. There are no
suspects at this time.
A residential burglary occurred between 10
and 10:47 p.m. Thursday at University Hall. A
Dell Inspiron E1505 laptop computer and a
Toshiba laptop computer were reported stolen. There are no suspects at this time.

SPRINGFIELD, (AP) — U.S. Rep. John Shimkus said Monday he wishes he’d done more
to investigate sexual come-ons to male pages by former Rep. Mark Foley and accepts criticism
over how he handled the matter.
But the southern Illinois Republican said he and fellow GOP leaders were vindicated by a
House ethics committee’s report released Friday that found they broke no rules and should
not be punished.
“For those points that they said I probably could have done a better job, I accept that criticism,” Shimkus said after an unrelated appearance in Springfield. “But they also say early in the
report (that) hindsight’s 20-20, and even their conclusions could be jaded based upon knowing
a lot more than all of us knew.”
Shimkus also said he does not expect to continue serving on the supervisory page board
when Democrats take control of Congress next month.
“I think it’s time for me to give up this additional duty, which I’ve really enjoyed except for
this experience,” Shimkus said.
Shimkus has been a key player in the page saga. Foley, a Florida Republican, resigned after
evidence was made public that he sent salacious Internet messages to male pages.

Governor loses one deputy, adds two new ones

SPRINGFIELD, (AP) — Gov. Rod Blagojevich on Monday announced the departure of
his deputy governor, Bradley Tusk, and named two top advisers to take his place.
Sheila Nix and Louanner Peters will be Blagojevich’s new deputy governors as he begins
his second term.
Nix, who recently handled public relations and policy for Blagojevich’s successful re-election campaign, will be based in Chicago and oversee policy, legislative affairs and communications. She joined the administration in September 2004 as senior adviser before leaving for the
campaign in April.
Peters, who has served as deputy chief of staff for social services, will work in Springfield and
coordinate public safety, social service programs and operations.
“I feel very fortunate to have such bright and talented people eager to help me move the
state of Illinois in the right direction,” Blagojevich said in a statement.
Tusk, 33, joined Blagojevich in early 2003 after the abrupt departure of Doug Scofield. Tusk
had worked for New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg and, before that, Democratic U.S. Rep.
Charles Schumer. He will return to New York for a private-sector job.
Blagojevich credited him with helping direct three major policy initiatives: the All Kids
health insurance program; “Preschool for All,” which aims to provide schooling for all 3- and
4-year-olds within five years; and open-road tolling on state toll highways.

Judge warns Blagojevich about legal fee payment

SPRINGFIELD, (AP) — Warning that “the time for waffling has passed,” a federal judge
on Monday ordered Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s administration to tell him next week how it plans to
pay legal fees in a video-game lawsuit it lost.
U.S. District Judge Matthew Kennelly is giving the governor’s office and Attorney General
Lisa Madigan until Monday to say how they will pay $510,250 in legal fees to the video-game
industry.
Game representatives sued Blagojevich and Madigan over a 2005 law that barred the sale
of violent or sexually explicit video games to minors.
Kennelly threw out the law as unconstitutional a year ago and ruled in August that the state
should pay the legal costs. The video industry’s lawyers last month asked the judge to intervene
because they said the state wasn’t cooperating.
Kennelly agreed.
“They have answered the plaintiffs’ entreaties with what amounts to shoulder-shrugging
and finger-pointing,” Kennelly wrote in an opinion. “Specifically, they have made no real suggestion about what the plaintiffs need to do to collect what they are entitled to, largely leaving
that up to one’s imagination.”
Concluding that state officials “intend to give the plaintiffs the run-around,” Kennelly
ordered a payment plan in writing be filed by Monday with a status hearing on Dec. 20.
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Legend: W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Shown is today’s
weather. Temperatures
are today’s highs
and tonight’s lows.
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The science of civility
Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Sitting in his nearly empty
office in the Neckers Building on
Monday, Jack Parker found himself
contemplating a question common
to retiring professionals.
What, he wondered, would be
his legacy?
On Friday, 61-year-old Parker
is set to end his career as dean of
SIUC’s College of Science after
13 years.
He said he is proud to have
been affiliated with the college.
“This college really works,”
Parker said. “Other deans, you
hear about all these grievances and
things. I just don’t have grievances. We have problems, sure, I
don’t want to sound Pollyanna-ish
— just a bunch of happy scientists
— but we work them out.”
Parker has been a part of the
college since he came to SIUC in
1977 as an assistant professor. He
climbed up the ranks and became
dean in December 1993.
He said his long-lasting tenure as dean has allowed him to
curb many potentially problematic
issues.
“I try to spend as much time
as possible talking to my faculty,”
Parker said. “I know everybody in
the college, and that kind of helps
because you kind of understand,
and you can talk to people and
work with problems.”
He said the fact that he has
been in the position so long has
also been a handicap — he has

started to run out of fresh ideas.
“I think everything works OK
in the college, but I’m not saying
this is a perfect place, and I’m not
saying that we’re doing it the best
way it can be done,” Parker said.
“It’s probably time for somebody
else with some new and different
ideas, so I’m just sort of in the
way.”
He said he would continue to
live in the Carbondale area and
maintain a desk at Lindegren Hall
in an unspecified role.
As far as his legacy is concerned, he said, that is still to be
determined.
“Talking about my legacy, deans
don’t do that much,” Parker said.
“You’ve just got to try to make sure
no problems happen, and every
once in a while you have a bright
idea that tends to work.”
Zoology Department Chairman
William Muhlach, who has known
Parker for 19 years, said the dean
has performed well.
“He’s had to deal with some
really difficult fiscal situations with
the budgets, and because of the
kind of person he is, he communicates with people and explains
the reasons he has to do things
sometimes when they’re difficult,”
Muhlach said.
“He has found ways to keep
the staffing within the departments fairly constant even though
money has been lost for some of
the essential positions,” Haddock
said. “Exactly how he’s done it, I
don’t know, but he’s helped us to

China says North
Korea nuclear talks
to resume Monday
Joe Mcdonald
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIJING — Disarmament talks
on North Korea’s nuclear weapons
program will resume next week,
China said Monday, announcing an
apparent end to Pyongyang’s 13month-old boycott of the negotiations over U.S. financial sanctions.
Diplomats have been trying to
set a date since North Korean leader
Kim Jong Il’s government agreed
to return to the six-nation talks,
a breakthrough that followed the
communist regime’s Oct. 9 test of a
nuclear bomb.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Qin Gang said in a
one-sentence statement on his ministry’s Web site that the talks, which
include the United States, would
resume in Beijing on Monday.
Japan’s prime minister said in
Tokyo that North Korea must be
urged “to take concrete steps” to
disarm.
“At the six-party talks, we must
push for North Korea to abandon
its nuclear weapons a step at a time,”
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said.
Russia and South Korea also are
participating in the talks.
Tokyo plans to bring up the
lingering issue of North Korea’s
abduction of Japanese nationals
in the 1970s and ‘80s, said Japan’s
chief Cabinet secretary, Yasuhisa
Shiozaki.
North Korea’s main official newspaper said Tokyo shouldn’t return to
the talks, criticizing a crackdown on

a pro-Pyongyang group of ethnic
Koreans in Japan over its suspected
role in the North’s weapons programs.
“Japan is nothing but an impostor, not qualified to take part in
the six-party talks,” the newspaper
Rodong Sinmun said.
“Even if they do come to the
six-party talks, there will be nothing useful, with them making it
difficult to solve the issue and wasting time by bringing to the table
irrelevant issues.”
The crackdown on the Korean
group, Chongryon, “is a tactic to
cast a shadow on resuming the sixparty talks by intentionally provoking us,” the newspaper said.
North Korea frequently issues
bellicose statements about Japan
and other countries, and Monday’s
criticism of Tokyo was not expected
to have any bearing on the negotiations.
Tokyo already has angered
Pyongyang by barring North
Korean citizens, goods and ships
from Japanese ports following the
nuclear test.
The South Korean government
welcomed Monday’s announcement of renewed talks and said it
expects progress.
“The government expects substantial progress will be made at
this round of talks for a resolution
of the North Korea nuclear issue
and will continue to closely cooperate with related countries for this,”
South Korea’s Foreign Ministry
said in a statement.

M ELISSA B ARR ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Jack Parker will be stepping down from his role as dean for the College of Science on Friday. Parker has
served in that position since 1993.

“I“know everybody in the college, and that kind of
helps because you kind of understand and you can talk
to people and work with problem.
— Jim Parker
dean of College of Science

stay pretty much even, I would say,
even though things in the university have been shrinking.”

Parker said dealing with these
fiscal concerns is part of the job.
“Everybody’s had budgetary

struggles,” he said. “Since I’ve been
dean, there have only been a couple
of years when we didn’t have what
looked like an insoluble crisis, but
those things got solved. The budget’s been a terrific struggle, but
we’ve managed.”
Sean McGahan can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or
sean_mcgahan@dailyegyptian.com.

U.N. secretary-general critical of Bush
administration in farewell speech
Margaret Stafford
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

INDEPENDENCE,
Mo. — In his farewell address
Monday, U.N. SecretaryGeneral Kofi Annan criticized the Bush administration’s
leadership on the global stage,
warning that America must not
sacrifice its democratic ideals
while waging war against terrorism.
“Human rights and the rule
of law are vital to global security and prosperity,” Annan
told a packed audience at the
Truman Presidential Museum
and Library.
When the United States
“appears to abandon its own
ideals and objectives, its friends
abroad are naturally troubled
and confused,” he said.
Annan, an increasingly vocal
critic of the war in Iraq, also
said the U.N. Security Council
should be expanded to better
reflect today’s world. He leaves
the United Nations on Dec.
31 after 10 years as secretarygeneral.
In response to a question
after his remarks Monday,
Annan said he wasn’t criticizing the United States. “What I
am saying here is that when the
U.S. works with other countries
in a multilateral system, we do
extremely well,” Annan said.
“Our world is in a sorry state,
we have lots of problems around
the world, we require that natural leadership role that the U.S.
has played in the past and can
play today,” he said.
“To appeal for cooperation
and leadership should never be

“ rights and the rule of law are vital to global
“Human
security and prosperity.
— Kofi Annan
U.N. secretary-general

seen as an attack.”
In Washington, the State
Department was reserved in its
reaction to Annan’s remarks.
“He is entitled to his opinion,”
spokesman Sean McCormack said.
“There’s no secretary-general of
the United Nations that’s going
to be in lockstep with the United
States or any other country with
regard to its policies,” McCormack
said. “It’s not that person’s job.”
In response to a question from
Democratic Rep. Emanuel Cleaver
of Missouri about the recently
released Iraq Study Group report,
Annan said the report clarified
many issues, but the world first
needs to find a way to get the Iraqis
to reconcile with one another.
“We need to be as active on the
political front as we are on the military front,” he said. “We need to
find a way to get the Iraqis to come
together and settle their differences
and renew their constitution.”
Annan said it was also important
to get nearby countries, including
Iran and Syria, involved in finding
a solution to regional problems.
He said the United States
has a special responsibility to the
world because it continues to have
extraordinary power.
Annan summed up five principles he considers essential: collective responsibility, global solidarity,
rule of law, mutual accountability
and multilateralism.
He chose the Truman museum
for his final major speech in part

because it is dedicated to a president who was instrumental in the
founding of the United Nations.
Annan’s speech repeatedly
praised the Truman administration.
He never mentioned President
Bush by name but made clear parallels.
“As President Truman said, ‘The
responsibility of the great states
is to serve and not dominate the
peoples of the world,’ Annan said.
“He believed strongly that
henceforth security must be collective and indivisible. That was why,
for instance, that he insisted when
faced with aggression by North
Korea against the South in 1950,
on bringing the issue to the United
Nations,” Annan said.
“Against such threats as these,
no nation can make itself secure by
seeking supremacy over all others.”
Annan also called for a reform
of the Security Council, saying its
membership “still reflects the reality of 1945.”
He suggested adding new members to represent parts of the world
with less of a voice and said the
permanent members, the world
powers, “must accept the special
responsibility that comes with their
privilege.”
“The Security Council is not
just another stage on which to act
out national interests,” he said.
Annan has had a strained relationship with the Bush administration and with outgoing U.S.
Ambassador John Bolton.
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W O R L D & N AT I O N

Bush seeks advice on new course in Iraq
“ most Americans, this administration wants to
“Like
succeed in Iraq

C HUCK K ENNEDY ~ MCT

President Bush, accompanied by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and Vice President Dick Cheney,
meets with the media following a meeting at the State Department in Washington, D.C. on Monday.

Ben Feller
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N G T O N
—
President Bush on Monday opened
three days of intensive consultations on Iraq, saying the United
States and countries across the

Middle East have a vital stake in
helping the fragile government in
Baghdad succeed.
Bush went to the State
Department to review diplomatic
and political options — the latest
in a series of consultations that
dominate his agenda as he seeks a

new course in Iraq.
“Like most Americans, this
administration wants to succeed
in Iraq,” the president said after 90
minutes of discussions and a briefing from Baghdad. “We understand
success in Iraq will help protect the
United States in the long run.

Hundreds pay respects to Chilean
ex-dictator at military ceremony
Eduardo Gallardo
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

S A N T I A G O,
Chile
—
Hundreds of supporters of Gen.
Augusto Pinochet, many in tears,
filed Monday past the brown wooden coffin for the ex-dictator, who
was denied a state funeral normally
granted to former presidents.
While Pinochet’s relatives
mourned his death Sunday from
heart failure at age 91, his many
opponents celebrated with champagne and lamented that he escaped
justice for the torture and killings
that marked his 17 years in power
after a bloody 1973 coup.
Police surrounded key buildings
and intersections Monday to prevent more of the violent protests
that spread past midnight to several

working class districts.
Deputy Interior Minister Felipe
said 43 police officers were injured
and 99 demonstrators were arrested
in the clashes, which were blamed
on a small contingent of the thousands of demonstrators who jammed
streets to denounce Pinochet’s legacy.
In lieu of a state funeral, Pinochet
was granted only military honors at
the Santiago Military Academy, and
he will be cremated Tuesday to avoid
desecration of his tomb by “people
who always hated him,” said his son,
Marco Antonio.
Flags were lowered to half-staff at
military facilities only, and President
Michelle Bachelet, who was jailed as
a young woman and lost her father
during Pinochet’s takeover, said it
would be “a violation of my con-

science” to attend a state funeral.
It was unclear whether any diplomats would attend the military
ceremony. “We do not consider it
appropriate to send a representative,” Britain’s Foreign Office said
Monday, despite Pinochet’s support
for Britain in past years.
Roman Catholic Cardinal
Francisco Javier Errazuriz led the
first of several religious ceremonies
at the academy. The Chilean flag
was placed on top of the coffin,
along with Pinochet’s blue military
hat and gala uniform jacket. Visitors
kissed the glass of the coffin, crying
openly.
“Our beloved captain general has
gone. It’s a great pain for all of
Chile,” said one mourner, Sergio
Erazo. “There is much pain, we are
all crying.”

British investigators in Moscow question
key Russian witness in Litvinenko case
Judith Ingram
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MOSCOW — A key witness
in the poisoning death of a former
Russian security agent was questioned
Monday by British investigators at
the Moscow hospital where he was
undergoing tests for radiation contamination.
The witness, Andrei Lugovoi, a
former security agent turned businessman, met with Alexander Litvinenko
at a London hotel on Nov. 1, the day
Litvinenko was believed poisoned with
the radioactive isotope polonium-210.
Another former officer who took
part in the meeting, Dmitry Kovtun,
has been diagnosed with radiation poisoning and is believed to be at the same

hospital, which once treated victims of
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. Traces
of polonium-210 have been found in
Hamburg, Germany, which Kovtun
visited ahead of the meeting, but it
remained unknown whether he was
involved in the poisoning or a victim
of it.
Lugovoi told the ITAR-Tass and
Interfax news agencies that his questioning by British and Russian investigators lasted three hours.
“I gave testimony exclusively as a
witness. I was officially informed of
that before the interrogation,” ITARTass quoted him as saying. “They
made no charges against me.”
Lugovoi said the results of his
medical tests would be known later
this week but added he was unlikely to

make them public.
Lugovoi told the RIA Novosti
news agency that Kovtun, who was
interviewed by British and Russian
investigators last week, was “feeling
normal.”
Traces of polonium-210 have now
been confirmed in a Hamburg apartment of Kovtun’s ex-wife, where he
spent two nights, and the car that
picked him up from the Hamburg airport when he arrived from Moscow.
On Monday, police said that the
ex-wife, her partner and two small
children showed no signs of external contamination but would undergo
further tests. They might have been
contaminated, for instance, by eating
with the same cutlery or drinking from
the same glass.

“We also talked about the
neighborhood, the countries that
surround Iraq and the responsibilies that they have to help this
young Iraqi democracy survive,”
Bush said. “We believe that most
of the countries understand that a
mainstream society, a society that is
a functioning democracy is in their
interest. And its up to us to help
focus their attentions and focus
their efforts on helping the Iraqis
succeed.”
The president was joined in the
State Department’s Treaty Room
by Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice and Vice President Dick
Cheney.
Bush is under intense pressure
to come up with a new approach
in Iraq, particularly after the
Republicans’ loss of Congress was
blamed on the president’s handling
of the war.
Bush’s remarks echoed his previous statements and gave no indication of any change of strategy.
He defined succeess in Iraq as “a
country that governs, defends itself,
that is a free society, that serves as
an ally in this war on terror.”
“And the reason why that’s
vital,” he said, “is because Iraq is a
central component of defeating the

— George W. Bush
United States President

extremists who want to establish
safe haven in the Middle East,
extremists who would use their safe
haven from which to attack the
United States ...”
Later, in the Oval Office, he
was to seek advice from a handful of experts, including Stephen
Biddle of the Council of Foreign
Relations, Eliot Cohen of the
School of Advanced International
Studies and three retired Army
generals: Wayne Downing, Jack
Keane and Barry McCaffrey.
White House press secretary
Tony Snow said Bush hoped to
be able to announce his decisions
by Christmas but that the timing
could slip. “It’s something that we
would like to see, but I’m not going
to promise it,” Snow said.
Administration officials are
weighing options, including a
short-term buildup of troops and a
revamped approach to dealing with
Iraq’s warring factions.
Whatever the choice, Bush is
out to show he isn’t acting alone.
He is seeking advice at home and
abroad — brought on by a humbling
election in which voters handed
control of Congress to Democrats
and made clear their dissatisfaction
with progress in Iraq.

WIRE REPORTS

JERUSALEM

Internal Palestinian violence in Gaza threatens
to torpedo Israeli peace efforts

J ER USALEM (AP) — By threatening to ignite a Palestinian civil war, the
killing of three children in the Gaza Strip on Monday has jeopardized Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert’s efforts to restart long-stalled peace talks. As the
violence intensified, Palestinians moved further away from their hoped-for
national unity government — seen as a precondition for renewed negotiations
with Israel. Olmert is offering the Palestinians far-reaching concessions and a
state of their own if they choose the path of peace talks.
“It’s one of those situations where all Israel can do is wait it out,” said Shmuel
Sandler, a professor of political science at Bar Ilan University outside Tel Aviv.
The apparent target of the drive-by shooting in Gaza City was Baha
Balousheh, a top Palestinian security officer and Fatah loyalist. He blamed
the rival Hamas, although the Islamic movement denied responsibility and
denounced the killings.

HOLOCAUST

Holocaust deniers gather in Iran for conference
examining whether Nazi genocide took place

T EH R A N , Iran (AP) — Iran hosted Holocaust deniers from around the world
Monday at a conference examining whether the Nazi genocide took place, a
meeting Israel’s prime minister condemned as a “sick phenomenon.”
The 67 participants from 30 countries included former Ku Klux Klan leader
David Duke and Holocaust skeptics who have been prosecuted in Europe for
questioning whether 6 million Jews were killed by the Nazis or whether gas
chambers were ever used.
“The number of victims at the Auschwitz concentration camp could be
about 2,007,” Australian Frederick Toben told the conference, according to a
Farsi translation of his remarks. “The railroad to the camp did not have enough
capacity to transfer large numbers of Jews,” said Toben, who was jailed in 1999
in Germany for casting doubt on the Holocaust.
The two-day conference was initiated by President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
in an apparent attempt to burnish his status as a tough opponent of Israel.
The hard-line president has described the Holocaust as a “myth” and called
for Israel to be wiped off the map. Earlier this year, his government backed an
exhibition of anti-Israel cartoons in a show of defiance after Danish cartoons
caricaturing Islam’s Prophet Muhammad were published in Europe, raising an
outcry among Muslims.

NEW YORK

War protester ‘peace mom’ Cindy Sheehan,
three others convicted of trespassing in NYC

N E W YO R K (AP) — Peace activist Cindy Sheehan and three other women
were convicted of trespassing Monday for trying to deliver an anti-Iraq war
petition to the U.S. Mission to the United Nations.
A Manhattan Criminal Court judge sentenced them immediately to
conditional discharge, which means they could face some form of penalty if
they are arrested in the next six months, and ordered them to pay $95 in court
surcharges.
Sheehan and about 100 other members of a group called Global Exchange
were rebuffed last March when they attempted to take a petition with some
72,000 signatures to the U.S. Mission’s headquarters across a street from the
United Nations.
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SIUC maintains strong ties with NASA
David Lopez
DAILY EGYPTIAN

SIUC
alumna
Joan
Higginbotham isn’t the only connection between the university and
the nation’s space program.
While Higginbotham, who
earned a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering in 1987, became the
first Saluki in space aboard the space
shuttle Discovery on Saturday, several SIUC graduates assist NASA
on the ground.
Brad Regez, who earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in science
at SIUC as well as a doctorate in
engineering science, works at the
Kennedy Space Center in Florida as
a project engineer.
Regez works on technology
meant to allow NASA to inspect
the space shuttles’ reinforced carbon-carbon wing panels and nose
caps. The components are crucial
in protecting the spacecraft from

the extreme heat as it re-enters the
earth’s atmosphere.
The program Regez is involved
in centers on nondestructive evaluation techniques — better known
as NDEs — to determine structural
flaws by using a technique called
thermography.
“A high-intensity light is used
to heat up areas of the panels, and
the panels are then scanned with
an infrared camera. As the panels
cool, internal flaws and cracks are
revealed,” Regez said.
Also working at NASA is Jeff
Spaulding, who graduated in 1987
with a degree in mechanical and
thermal engineering. He is one of
two shuttle test directors responsible
for all launch countdowns.
Norm Tokarz, a 1987 graduate with an electrical engineering degree, runs processing on the
ground for the International Space
Station where Higginbotham’s crew
has been sent for rewiring work and

to replace an astronaut living in the
station for the past several months.
SIUC’s
Associate
Vice
Chancellor for Alumni Services has
said more than 20 alumni work for
NASA.
At the university, the College
of Engineering is working with
NASA to develop new technologies to improve safety inspections of
NASA vehicles.
The program is meant to help
prevent catastrophes such as the
space shuttle Columbia disaster that
killed seven astronauts in 2003.
The Department of Electrical
and Computer Engineering is
also working closely with NASA
to develop “smart” sensors. The
department received a grant in 2004
to develop sensors that give themselves evaluations to determine the
reliability of their readings.
These sensors are meant to allow
NASA technicians to better perform their evaluation operations,

said Ajay Mahajan, a professor in
SIUC’s Department of Mechanical
Engineering and Energy Processes,
who is coordinating the work with
NASA.
Mahajan and several graduate
students are working on ways to get
the sensors to perform self-diagnostics to determine their health and
reliability.
“It’s so you can trust or not trust
the information coming from the
sensors,” Mahajan said.
In addition to self-evaluations,
the sensors are also being developed
to “learn” from their experiences.
Using information input from
the user, the sensors identify a problem. The sensors then store the
data from the problem, “remembering” to identify that problem in
the future without any user input,
Mahajan said.
“Every time it sees a problem, it
stores it,” Mahajan said. “The next
time they see that problem, they

know what to do.”
Mahajan said engineers eventually hope to develop sensors that can
explore several possible solutions.
Chris Oesch, a graduate student
from Noble studying mechanical
engineering, is one of the graduate
students working with Mahajan on
the project.
“I helped lay some of the groundwork by writing the algorithm for
the program,” Oesch said.
So far, the research has proved
successful, Oesch said. The team
recently applied actual rocket test
data to its research, and the sensors
caught the anomalies.
Mahajan said he hopes the next
group of students can take the work
he and Oesch have done and apply
it to the real-time health monitoring of NASA vehicles.
David Lopez can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 273 or
david_lopez@dailyegyptian.com.
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OUR WORD

Warm thoughts for the holidays
A

s you transition your way into
winter break, forget about the
daily grind of SIUC, and fill
yourself with the optimism that only
the dead of winter can bring. It will
become easy to shed your knowledge
of the issues that have
gripped the school this
semester and will continue to as the snow
melts and Morris
Library is still seethrough.
There’s too much
at stake to let that
happen. So here’s
some stocking stuffers
of information made
ready for weird conversations around the Christmas tree
or whatever dark corners of society
you might find yourself in the next
month.
• The Student Conduct Code.
The last we heard, three of the
nine freshmen whose suspensions
catapulted the cryptic document into
everyone’s consciousness have seen
their suspensions reduced. It’s been
awhile since we’ve heard news on this
subject, but it’s beginning to pick up

It’s been an
intriguing
semester with
many twists,
turns and
unfinished
chapters.

again. Several groups have mentioned
efforts to study the code and call for
revisions. Hopefully, next semester
we can see considerable progress in
that discussion.
• Walter Wendler. Many issues
involving the former chancellor will
continue to develop throughout 2007,
namely how he will adjust to being a
regular faculty member on this campus. How will the university function
with John Dunn at the helm? How
long will it be before a new chancellor is named? And what exactly
does plagiarism mean at SIUC?
Committees have been formed, but
will they make any difference?
• Enrollment. It continues to fall.
How will SIUC market itself to the
high school class of 2007? Will rising student fees and ongoing projects
that leave student service lacking in
vital areas (again, the see-through
library) make the overall enrollment
dip deeper?
• USG. What has been the most
productive semester we’ve seen lately
from this organization ended on a
sour note with their misguided call
for free propaganda in this newspaper. USG has allowed for inventive

thinking to occur within its senate,
though —the best example of this
being Fight Club — and has made
strides in appealing directly to its
constituents. As for the constituents
themselves, let’s hope students continue to populate Fight Club meetings and make better showings in the
spring election.
• Sports. Football gave us another
exciting season, and basketball has
made a strong start. Starting with
Sunday’s game at Indiana, the Salukis
have a chance to put a special season
in motion. On the lesser-publicized
fields, we have a chance to see stark
improvement from swimming and
diving, and baseball, among others.
Last but not least, expect another
top-25-worthy season from softball
despite a tough schedule filled with
major conference opponents.
• Contract negotiations.
Conflicting schedules have kept the
Board of Trustees from meeting
with the faculty union, but the two
sides hope to get together before the
break. Take your time if you must,
but there hasn’t been a salary contract
since June 30. Also, know everything
involving the issues above hinges on

progress made in your talks.
• The city. Carbondale’s City
Council will continue to convene
over the issue of what to do with
Halloween celebrations in town.
The ordinance calling for a smokefree Carbondale failed to pass last
month, but anti-smoking advocates
are expected to continue to push the
council toward the ordinance again.
Also, how much longer will
Carbondale residents have to fork
over more money for electricity as the
10-year rate freeze comes to an end?
Mayor Brad Cole said he’s looking
into having Carbondale possess its
own power source. Will he ride an
issue such as this through his re-election campaign, or will a change of
the guard occur as Cole and fellow
mayoral hopefuls Sheila Simon and
Jessica Davis ready their platforms?
Without a doubt, it’s been an
intriguing semester with many twists,
turns and unfinished chapters.
Enjoy the breather this break, and
join us next semester as we see how
all of these lingering stories — and
those inevitably set to pop up — pan
out.

‘Tis the season for family
COLLEEN LINDSAY
celind@
siu.edu

Family is an important part of the
holidays and everyday life. A lot of
us would not be in college right now
unless a parent told us we could do
it. Family is the best part about the
holidays and the reason that I decided
to commute to school every day, wear
hand-me-downs from my younger
brothers and decorate every square
inch of living room with Christmas
décor.
Family is the reason I watch
Veggie Tales, Rescue Heroes and

Bob the Builder on a regular basis. It’s
the reason I know the lyrics to every
nursery rhyme and children’s tune
and sing them regularly. Family is the
reason I pick up 10 copies of the DE
every time my article is in it. It’s the
reason I am okay reading a copy of my
brother’s English paper, knowing that
it is better than mine was.
Family is laughing at jokes that
don’t make sense and listening to
Tigger’s line several times in a row.
It’s loving the fact that a ride in
“sissy’s” car is special and learning
that cat is spelled “c-a-t” all over
again.
During the holiday season, fam-

MISSION STATEMENT

ily plays a big part in my life. The
tree inside has to go up, strung with
lights and decorated with nonbreakable ornaments.
Mom has to wrap the presents.
Because there are now four of us, she
developed this clever number routine.
All the packages are numbered, with
no names on them. Her “master list”
will let us know which present goes
to whom. If the list dares to get lost,
then we will have to open random
packages and practice a gigantic gift
exchange — this Lego set for that
book and so on.
Another great thing about
Christmas is believing in Santa Claus

The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois
University Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news,
information, commentary and public discourse, while helping readers
understand the issues affecting their lives.

again and putting out a plate with
goodies on it. One of these days, I
hope to graduate to “head elf” status
and be able to consume some of
Santa’s goodies.
One final tradition is the live
Nativity scene. Each member of the
family dresses up like a character
from the Nativity. Every year, my
dad and two brothers play alternate
shepherds and wise men, and I play
an angel. For all the years we did
a Nativity scene with our church, I
would wear an angel costume. Every
year, the pastor’s wife would serve
hot chocolate, and I would always
spill it down my heavenly white robe.

The next year, we would reverse the
costume to cover the stain, and the
following year, my mom would make
a new costume because both sides of
the old one were stained. I still have
those costumes. I wore one this year,
in fact.
I claim to be too young for memories, so those are some of the traditions in our house. I am sure you have
memories of your own.
This Christmas, remember to
appreciate traditions and family and
have a merry Christmas!
Lindsay is a junior
studying journalism.

WORDS OVERHEARD
Hiring a new chancellor is probably the single
“ most
important thing we will do on this campus.

”

Susan Ford
anthropology department chairwoman
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Alex Ayala
STUDENT COLUMNIST

I recently purchased a wristwatch I
didn’t need.
To make matters worse, I did so
while waiting three hours in a line
during the early bird special frenzy that
was Black Friday.
I mention the watch because I knew
this device would aid me in keeping
better track of time as I returned from
giving thanks.
To tell you the truth, I probably
would rather not look at the time and
hope that finals week will end, like
instantly waking up from a nightmare.
I am accustomed to the challenges
finals week brings, and I knew times
would be difficult, and the sheet on
which I lay out my activities for the
week would receive multiple slashings
from my marker as I cross off things
leading me a step closer to graduation.
I enjoy the challenges my courses
bring and how last-minute assignments have me going back and forth
like a speed bag in a boxing gymnasium.
With this being my ninth finals
week, I wanted to take some time to
reflect on the semester. I didn’t want
to skip the opportunity to write this
because it’s something I’ve been considering for quite a while.
Having seen some of my friends
go from the university — some with
a degree, some unwillingly — has
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allowed me to get a glimpse of their
thought processes while they write the
usual curtain-call piece most of my
journalism friends tend to write before
graduation, thanking their peers and
delivering that last goodbye message
to the masses.
To be honest, this is not my curtain
call by any means but just a piece that
allows me to reflect on how fortunate
I’ve been to be able to get my studies
without interruption.
There are students around me who
have been deployed to war, others who
have made mistakes and been expelled
from the university. In situations like
these, I’ve seen the best come and go.
I’ve realized my friend list has
diminished after knowing many
who have entered the university in
fall of 2002 — when I first came to
Carbondale — are probably working
somewhere else. As I attempt to finish
this semester strongly, making new
friends has not been of my utmost
interest.

Personally, as an artist and a person,
this semester has gone down as my best
and most productive. I finally managed
to execute an idea I had many semesters ago, back when my eyes had less
prominent bags under them.
My idea was to write a column
that would be accompanied by an
illustration, which amounted to twice
the pressure and twice the deadlines.
It’s evolved into what you are reading
now, and I have Zack Quaintance and
Kyle Means to thank for this.
Having balanced a design curriculum with my hobby as a cartoonist for a
few years now has kept me on a steady
commute from the Communications
Building to the Blue Barracks on the
east side of campus.
Now, with this semester coming
to an end, I find myself as sharp and
ready as I’ve ever been. After five years
at SIU, I’ve reached my second wind,
knowing that I will soon be in the
same situation these outgoing seniors
are in now.

It’s almost as if I am attempting to
get into a stable mindset that will allow
me to approach my last semester without panicking about going out to what
some call “the real world.”
Many of my friends have left during past semesters, and this week, more
are preparing to walk the stage and
write off the last page of a chapter in
their lives.
Many of these people I will never
see again. Some will return someday.
To those graduating, congratulations, and to those returning, I want to
wish you a safe trip home. From me, I
want you to know I will continue my
commitment to filling this newsprint
with the best I have to offer.
I’m not looking forward to coming
across “The Hawk” that is Chicago’s
cold weather. That’s why I’ve made a
commitment to get to Puebla, Mexico,
where some of my family await me.
But I’ve earned this upcoming vacation. I’ve worked hard — now it’s time
to play hard.

‘Ethics’ test
DEAR EDITOR:
the ethics of ordinary employees, a new level of
hypocrisy has been reached.
The hypocrisy, however, may have been
exceeded by the sheer stupidity of presuming to
measure ethics with a 10-item standardized test.
And, hey, how about that “spokesman” for
the Office of the Inspector General? Apparently
the actual Inspector General is too busy to speak
for himself, so he has to spend tax dollars on a
mouthpiece. No ethical question there. No ethical question, either, apparently, when you accuse
someone of cheating because they answered the
questions fast. (They had to have been “holding

on to a cheat sheet.”)
Hey, Gonzales! Here’s a news flash: That test
wasn’t exactly quantum physics. Most professors
got where they are because they are pretty good
at taking tests.
Anyway, speaking of ethics, I think we all
have a new ethical (or maybe moral) imperative. It’s time to show a lot more disrespect for
authority. Our so-called “leaders” have worked
hard to earn it.

individuals an apology. However, that being said,
it was stated clearly in the exam’s instructions
that it would be timed and there was a minimum
time limit.
I understand how someone could easily
bypass these instructions and simply begin the
exam. Regardless of motive, the rules were not
followed. I wonder how well it would go over
if I failed an exam from one of these instructors
because I did not read a vital piece of information in the instructions. Would I be allowed

to register my outrage afterwards, saying that I
participated in the exam and deserved to pass
despite not following the rules?
Somehow I don’t think so.
The bottom line is that the stated instructions were not followed and for that reason these
individuals were noncompliant. I don’t see why
this is so hard to admit.

Jim Glover
associate professor of recreation

Ethics exams
DEAR EDITOR:
As an employee of SIU, I took the ethics
exam earlier this semester. From my experience,
I can safely say that the questions were not difficult and could easily be completed in under
10 minutes by someone who simply went from
question to question without spending time
reading the scenarios.
Because of this, I think it is ludicrous for
Gilbert Jimenez, spokesman for the Attorney
General, to suggest that there was cheating
going on. I also think that Jimenez owes these
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I’d like to be the first to congratulate the 65
SIU professors who “failed” their state-required
ethics test by filling it out too fast. It’s good to
know there are 65 people out there whose spirit
has not yet been entirely broken by the sheer
lunacy of state bureaucracy. Special props should
go to English professor Beth Lordan, who
refused to sign the “non-compliance statement.”
We live in an age in which corruption and
dishonesty at high levels of all large institutions
seem to have reached a kind of critical mass. But
when politicians and high-level bureaucrats in
the state of Illinois presume to train and question

NEWS EDITOR:
B RENT J ONES

Peter Lucas
freshman from Lake Zurich studying physiology
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ETHICS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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City Hall. She is set to present
her ideas on land-use and preserving historic sections of the city.
“We’re going to look at how we
can continue celebrating the past
as we move forward looking at the
future,” Davis said. “So, I’m really
looking for feedback and a conversation as much as we can.”
Cole announced his mayoral
re-election bid during his Nov.
14 State of the City address and
released his position paper shortly
after the speech. One of Cole’s
focal points is expanding the community through economic devel-

CANDIDATES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

1

“There’s always somebody who
wants to make on open-ended comment that will make other people wonder, so you just release it and go,” Cole
said.
Jessica Davis, the director of law
school student development at SIUC,
who announced her mayoral bid in
September, said she has been committed to the state’s ethical philosophy from the get-go.
“I don’t think it’s necessary for me,
as a candidate, to be challenged in
that area because I’m committed to
that, and that was my initial commitment as well,” she said.
Davis said she plans to file her
nominating petitions at the end of
the week.
As far as disclosing her personal
financial information, Davis said she
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“I think it’s a very good choice,”
Dunn said. “I think our philosophies
and approaches are consistent. I think
people across campus respect him.”
Rice said he would continue to
work on issues such as enrollment at
SIUC alongside Associate Provost for
Academic Affairs Thomas Calhoun.
He said he is prepared for the
position.
“That’s what I’ve been doing for
the last two years, so it’s not changing
much really,” Rice said.
Rice will also continue to work on

News

opment, limiting taxes, spending
responsibly and offering quality,
affordable housing.
Investing in the future and
working together are the other key
components of Cole’s platform.
According to his position paper,
the city needs to establish regional
leadership, solidify the relationship
between the city and SIUC, and
invest more in virtual technology
such as wireless Internet.
“I’m focusing on a clear record
the last four years, and a clear vision
to move the community forward,”
Cole said.
Brandon Augsburg can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 262 or
brandon_augsburg@dailyegyptian.com.

would release any information that
would be important to the campaign
and the election. She said she did
not see a problem with Simon’s challenge.
Simon said she felt the call for
financial disclosure was reasonable
— even though law does not require
it — and said other people would
probably find the request reasonable.
“It’s just general,” she said. “I don’t
have anything I’m fishing for.”
If more than two candidates file
petitions for the mayoral race — at
least three have stated their intent
to run or have filed — and if more
than seven candidates file for City
Council seats, a primary election will
take place in February to narrow the
list of candidates for each position
down to two.
Brandon Augsburg can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 262 or
brandon_augsburg@dailyegyptian.com.

negotiations for a new contract with
the faculty union.
Bargaining began over the summer
and is currently at a standstill while
the SIU Board of Trustees negotiations team and Faculty Association
await their next meeting.
Faculty Association President
Marvin Zeman said Rice fits the
provost position well.
“We’re very pleased he was chosen as interim provost,” Zeman said.
“He always cared about the faculty.”
Wayne Utterback can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 268 or
wayne_utterback@dailyegyptian.com.

DUVALE RILEY ~ Daily Egyptian

Seagulls gather in a vacant parking lot of the old Kmart store of East Main Street in Carbondale on
Saturday afternoon.
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Davis, who has worked for
SIUC since 1985, said she will
also do special projects for the
chancellor, as well as continue her
speechwriting duties.
“After a long time of taking
phone calls all hours of the day
and night, it will be a way that I
can still help the university but
maybe take a different focus,”

she said.
The change will also allow the
roles and duties of the Media and
Communication Resources office
to be examined.
Mike Ruiz, communications
director for the Office of the
President, said he will temporarily take over all of Davis’ duties
except as spokesperson. He said
someone will be appointed later to
take on those responsibilities.
Ruiz said he plans in the near
future to begin soliciting feedback

about the office, how it functions
and how it is perceived. He said
he will also examine its organizational structure and begin looking
at ways to incorporate marketing
into the office.
“If anyone within the university community has an idea or a
suggestion, they shouldn’t hesitate
to contact me,” Ruiz said.
Andrea Zimmermann can be reached
536-3311 ext. 252 or andrea_
zimmermann@dailyegyptian.com.

Discovery set to dock with space station
Mike Schneider
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CAP E CA NAVERAL, Fla.
— Space shuttle Discovery did
a slow back flip Monday so that
crew members at the international
space station could photograph
its belly for any signs of liftoff
damage.
Discovery commander Mark
Polansky executed the maneuver
as the shuttle flew about 600 feet
beneath the orbiting lab, about
an hour before the two spacecraft were set to dock. The digital images will be transmitted to
Mission Control for analysis.
Six of Discovery’s seven astronauts planned to spend a week
at the space station, rewiring its
electrical system and delivering a
2-ton addition. The seventh astronaut, Sunita “Suni” Williams, will
live for six months at the space
lab, replacing German astronaut
Thomas Reiter of the European
Space Agency.
“You’ve got a resident and six

houseguests that are ready to come
aboard,” Discovery commander
Mark Polansky radioed the space
station.
The space station’s commander,
U.S. astronaut Michael LopezAlegria responded: “You guys
won’t even have to wipe your feet
when you come in.”
The space agency has been
especially alert to damage to the
shuttle’s heat shield since the
Columbia tragedy in 2003. A
piece of foam broke off Columbia’s
external fuel tank during liftoff
and gashed a wing, allowing hot
gases to penetrate the spacecraft
during its return to Earth. All
seven astronauts died.
NASA on Sunday said the
shuttle’s heat shield appeared to
be in good shape, but it will be a
few days before engineers can rule
out any damage from Saturday’s
liftoff, the first nighttime shuttle
launch in four years.
As the space station came into
view of Discovery, Williams told
Mission Control: “It’s beautiful.”

Mission Control responded: “I
don’t know what kind of creature
comforts you’re going to have, but
you’re going to have a room with
a view.”
In the hours before the docking, set for Monday evening,
Discovery made a series of jet
firings to put it on course with the
space station.
Discovery’s crew members
grinned as they waved down to
Mission Control via TV camera.
Five of Discovery’s astronauts are
first-time spacefliers.
Polansky told Mission Control:
“We’re just a little bit happy
today.”
Discovery was also carrying a
2-ton addition to the space station.
The $11 million component
will be put into place on Tuesday
during the first of the mission’s
three spacewalks. Astronauts plan
to rewire the space lab, switching
it from a temporary source to a
permanent one, during the two
other spacewalks.
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Shooting victim’s relatives upset by comments on shooter’s motive
Michael Tarm
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CH I CAG O — Relatives of one
victim in a deadly downtown shooting
accused some of the gunman’s friends
and family on Monday of trying to
justify the attack by talking about
how the shooter felt cheated over an
invention.
Joe Jackson had a four-year patent
dispute with one of the lawyers killed
and felt cheated in the years leading
up to the Friday attack during which
he killed three people at a 38th floor
law firm, Jackson’s pastor, his friends
and family said.
But relatives of patent attorney
Michael R. McKenna criticized what
they called comments “intended to
justify ( Jackson’s) actions by suggest-

ing he was cheated.”
“These comments are not based
in fact or knowledge,” a statement
from the McKenna family said. “The
only people who were cheated are the
survivors of the victims.”
Authorities say Jackson, 59, forced a
security guard at gunpoint to take him
to the law office Wood, Phillips, Katz,
Clark & Mortimer, where McKenna
rented office space. Jackson chained
the door, then killed McKenna and
two other men, and also shot a woman
in the foot before he was killed by a
police sharpshooter.
The Rev. C.L. Sparks, Jackson’s
pastor for nearly 20 years, said
Monday he also believed Jackson had
been cheated. But he denied he was in
any way condoning the killing.
“In no way do I justify a man

walking into a law firm and shooting
four people,” he said. “The family also
really feels sympathy for the pain their
brother caused when he went into a
rage.”
Sparks said he accompanied
Jackson to meet McKenna in 2002,
when Jackson was seeking a patent for
a disposable toilet he had invented for
truck drivers.
The toilet, which would be placed
under the seat of a truck’s cab, was
designed to save drivers’ time. Jackson
came up with the idea while driving a
truck himself and believed the invention would make him rich, Sparks
said.
Sparks said Jackson gave McKenna
a $5,000 cash retainer during the
meeting.
The McKenna family statement

disputed that, saying Jackson actually only paid a standard $825 fee for
McKenna to conduct a patent search
for the proposed invention.
“The search showed that a patent
already existed for his device,” the
statement said.
McKenna, 58, was cleared by the
state board that monitors the legal
profession after Jackson filed a complaint against the lawyer, the statement said.
But Jackson became convinced
McKenna had tried to deceive him,
Sparks said, costing him a patent and
his opportunity to become wealthy.
Jackson became increasingly obsessed
with the invention — and McKenna.
“Joe would talk to me about it
every Sunday,” Sparks recalled. “Then
he snapped. ... Friday was lawyer

doomsday in his mind.”
Wood Phillips says it knew nothing about any contact between Jackson
and McKenna.
“The first our firm knew of Joe
Jackson was when he so violently
entered our offices on Friday, taking
the lives of three innocent people,”
said a Monday statement from the
law firm’s managing partner, John S.
Mortimer.
McKenna and Paul Goodson, 78,
a retired teacher who worked part
time in the office, both died from a
gunshot wound to the head, the Cook
County medical examiner’s office said
Sunday.
Allen J. Hoover, 65, a partner
at the firm, died from a gunshot
wound to the neck, the medical
examiner’s office said.

St. Clair County judge steps down over DUI case
Jim Suhr
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BELLEV I LLE — St. Clair
County’s chief judge has temporarily stepped down pending the
outcome of charges against another
judge who allegedly was driving
drunk when the two were involved
in a wreck that injured another
motorist.
Chief Judge Jan Fiss was a passenger Dec. 3 in newly elected
Circuit Judge Patrick Young’s sport
utility vehicle when it collided with
pickup truck as the judges were
returning home from a St. Louis
Rams game, police said.
Young, 58, was charged with
driving under the influence after
refusing a sobriety test. Fiss, who

police say was seen dumping out
an open beer and trying to hide a
beer can after the wreck, was not
charged.
On Friday, Fiss, 64, said in a
written statement that he would
step down temporarily as chief
judge “so that the matter concerning the tickets issued on Dec. 3,
2006, is resolved without my participation.”
Fiss did not return a message
seeking additional comment left
Monday at his office.
St. Clair County judges will vote
Wednesday on an interim chief
judge, who then will appoint a special prosecutor in Young’s DUI case.
St. Clair County State’s Attorney
Robert Haida filed a request for the
outside prosecutor Monday, calling

it necessary because he has a murder
case pending before both Fiss and
Young.
“We have to do everything we
can to protect the integrity of all of
the cases involved,” Haida told The
Associated Press.
St. Clair County Circuit Judge
Michael O’Malley said he will act as
chief judge until Wednesday’s vote.
Young’s attorney, Clyde Kuehn,
has said his client was “absolutely
within his rights” to refuse fieldsobriety and Breathalyzer tests,
saying such mechanical tests have
proven unreliable.
Refusing a blood-alcohol test
leads to a six-month license suspension in Illinois, but the suspension doesn’t begin for 45 days. The
misdemeanor DUI count carries a

maximum punishment of a year in
jail and $1,000 fine, Kuehn said.
In his report, Belleville police
Patrolman Shane Brown said
Young turned his SUV left into the
path of a pickup truck driven by
Abel Muhammad, 39, of Swansea.
Muhammad was treated at St.
Louis’ Barnes-Jewish Hospital for
injuries not considered life-threatening.
Brown reported that he detected
“a strong odor of an alcoholic beverage” on Young’s breath, and “the suspect also had glassy, red bloodshot
eyes.” Another officer, Patrolman
Brian Dowdy, said Young’s speech
appeared soft and slurred.
Young told officers he was
returning from the Rams game in
St. Louis and refused to say whether

he had been drinking, Brown said.
Young was unstable on his feet,
“swaying forward and backwards,”
Brown reported.
Another officer, Jeffrey Sheary,
said he saw Fiss pull an open can
of Bud Light beer from the front
passenger seat of the vehicle and
pour it on the ground, then try to
hide the can in an inside pocket in
his coat.
Sheary wrote that before he was
dispatched to another call, he told
Brown about seeing Fiss with the
beer can. Brown searched for the
can but failed to find it, Brown
wrote.
After being handcuffed and
arrested, Young was released after
posting his driver’s license and $100
as bond.
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by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Girls and Sports

By Linda Black
Today’s Birthday (12-12-06). You’ll need to have your facts
straight this year, ongoing. As long as you know what you’re talking about, you’ll continue to pass the tests.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest
day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is a 6 - Your position
requires that you know everything that’s going on. Don’t be distracted by outside events. Acknowledge them, and move on.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is an 8 - You’re in a good
mood but don’t let that persuade you to act foolishly. It’s not a
particularly good time to gamble, for example.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is a 6 - Controversy arises,
causing you to second-guess an agreement or purchase you
recently made. This will take some getting used to.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is a 7 - You’d better already
know what you’re doing, or you’ll be in trouble. There isn’t time
to learn it now. Yes, this is a test.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is an 8 - Continue to be very
careful when shopping, and hold off on lottery tickets. Do more
research before you buy and you’ll get a much better deal.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is an 8 - You’ve done a good
job, which is obvious to everybody around. Let the others do
more of the regular chores and take a delicious break.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is a 7 - You’re running into
a barrier in your investigation. It is OK to take a break. Let your
brain rest for a while.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21 - Today is an 8 - The next part of
your adventure looks like it could be quite expensive. Pay off
what you owe, but don’t throw your money around to impress
your friends. Well, not very much, anyway.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 7 - You’re facing a
difficult situation, so be careful what you say. Show the validity of
your position; don’t talk any more about it.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is an 8 - The possibility
of error is too high. Don’t venture forth. Conditions are better for
staying put, and finishing what you’ve started.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is a 6 - Bookwork interferes with a social invitation. Better take care of business or you
could end up in the red.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is an 8 - Everybody needs
to get practical, even including you. Don’t give up your dream;
figure out how to pay for it.

“The Daily Egyptian is the
key to any great civilization!”
— Gusimus Maximus

(c) 2006, TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES INC.
Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

Sudoku

By Michael Mepham

VICLI
Level: 1

2

3

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit 1 to
9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

©2006 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

HIKKA

y p puzzle
Solution to Monday’s

ROGDEC
www.jumble.com

IBINIK
Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Print answer here:
Yesterday’s
Yesterday’s
Sudoku on your cell phone. Enter 783658.com in your mobile Web browser. Get a free game!
© 2006 Michael Mepham. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

12/12/06

(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles: TANGY
CLEFT WEARY
PIVOT
WEASEL
OPENLY
Jumbles:
KOWTOW
BRAZEN
shared
with thetovet
— a nap —
Answer: AWhat
goodshe
place
for boaters
take
Answer:
PEEVES
AHER
“NO“PET”
WAKE”
ZONE
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SOFTBALL

Salukis release
spring schedule
Matt Hartwig
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Before taking a step onto Charlotte
West field, the Salukis have already
received respect via their nonconference scheduling.
Much like the men’s basketball
team, the SIU softball team has been
struggling to earn respect from the
bigger conferences around the nation
— a string of four straight NCAA
tournament appearances rivals only
the Saluki men’s basketball team.
If the 2007 spring schedule is any
indication, the Salukis are starting
to garner national attention — SIU
has been invited to play in two major
tournaments.
The Crown Plaza Classic on Feb.
16 to 18 should prepare the team to
take on some of the highest-ranked
softball teams in the nation. At the
tournament, the Salukis will take on
Louisiana State University, Indiana
University and the University of
Houston.
SIU will also play the University
of North Carolina, Auburn
University and the University of
Michigan at the NFCA Leadoff
Classic on Feb. 23 to 25.
In the final poll of the 2006 season,
the Wolverines were ranked 12th in
the nation while Auburn narrowly
missed a spot in the top 25.
SIU head softball coach Kerri
Blaylock said the tournaments are a
result of earned respect.
“We’re getting to play some of the
top teams in the nation, even though

SALUKIS
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Drake University and Wichita
State University — picked to finish
first and second in the MVC this
season — haven’t been too impressive
in nonconference play. Drake is 4-3
while Wichita State is 3-4.
To overcome the MVC competition, SIU will need strong performances from its defense, which
Eikenberg said she emphasizes during
practice.
The Saluki defense has allowed
66.9 points per game, trailing only
Drake in the MVC at 57.9.
Senior forward Carlai Moore is
third in the MVC with 18 points per
game, while SIU has also received
strong play from newcomers Debbie
Burris and Dana Olsen. Burris, a
junior guard, leads the team and is
fourth in the conference in 3-point
percentage(.500), and Olsen, a freshman forward, is third on the Salukis
with 7.8 points per game.
Olsen, though, has played inconsistently, and Eikenberg has said she

it’s on a neutral field,” Blaylock said.
“Games against LSU, Michigan and
so forth will help us down the line
with our RPI numbers.”
Close losses to highly regarded
teams can be helpful based on SIU’s
2006 season.
The Salukis were narrowly defeated by 10th ranked Arizona State
University, 2-0, last season. Despite
the loss, the Salukis took a 34-9
regular season record toward a fourth
consecutive postseason berth.
Senior pitcher Cassidy Scoggins
said teams around the nation have
been respecting SIU more and more
each year.
“It’s unbelievable to take on teams
like LSU and Michigan because of
their national recognition,” Scoggins
said. “I think they’re nervous about
playing us because they have more
to lose.”
In their final nonconference
game before their Missouri Valley
Conference schedule begins, the
Salukis stop at the University of
Alabama-Birmingham to play the
Blazers, a game Blaylock said will
be the final tune-up for the Valley
season.
“Games like that will really help us
get ready for the conference season,”
Blaylock said. “It’s not a home-andhome deal, but playing our tough
nonconference schedule gets us ready
for our conference play.”
Matt Hartwig can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 238 or
matt_hartwig@dailyegyptian.com

is looking for better play from post
players other than Moore, as well as
more intensity and execution from the
point guard position.
“(We have) to go a different direction with our point guard and got
to continue to work at it and find
poise,” Eikenberg said. “We’ve got to
work Erica Smith, Debbie Burris and
Courtney Grant at the one.”
Eikenberg said she has been
impressed with Smith’s recent performances — the sophomore forward
is averaging 3.8 rebounds per game,
which is second on the Saluki team.
SIU has struggled to finish games
and has been held scoreless in the last
six minutes of its past two outings
— both losses.
Eikenberg said the Salukis would
play better once they begin to follow
the game plan and play within their
roles.
“I’m very confident in what we’re
capable of doing,” Eikenberg said.
Scott Mieszala can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 282 or
scott_mieszala@dailyegyptian.com.
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Saluki tight end Braden Jones breaks a tackle from a Western Illinois defender during the Saluki football game against Western Illinois University Oct. 7.
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He threw for 132.4 yards per
game for 15 touchdowns and added
substantial rushing abilities while
scoring six rushing touchdowns.
With another year under his belt,
Hill’s numbers figure to improve next
season.
Kill said the year could only help
Hill and his abilities.
“The year helps tremendously, I
mean, we wish we had four years,”
Kill said. “The only way you can get
better is to play games,” Kill said.
“The great thing about us is that we
have played 26 games in the last two
years. That is two long seasons. But
that is the only way you’re going to
get better.”

LIFE
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After he receives his master’s,
Justice said he plans to move to the
Chicago area to land a career. Justice
said he plans to use coaches as well
as family friends to link him with
the right job.
Justice said although he is sad
to see his career at SIU come to a
close, he felt like he left it all on the
table and has no regrets about his
time as a Saluki.
“I have no regrets about anything
I’ve done in my football career,”
Justice said. “You can’t have regrets.
We are sad we aren’t playing next
year, but I think it’s time to move on.
I won’t be working out for any NFL
teams, though.”
The same cannot be said for
some of Justice’s teammates.
Tight end Braden Jones, fullback
J.T. Wise, defensive end Lorenzo
Wims, kicker Craig Coffin and
Whitlock are all expected to work
out for NFL scouts when Pro Day

A main reason for Hill’s success
in 2006 was running back Arkee
Whitlock, who shouldered a bulk of
the offensive burdens.
With Whitlock out of the picture
in 2007, Hill and junior running
back John Randle will have to take
on more offensive responsibility.
Hill said replacing Whitlock is
an impossible task, and Randle just
needs to play his own style in for the
Salukis to be successful in 2007.
“There is no replacing Arkee
Whitlock, you just can’t do it,” Hill
said. “But we will have John Randle.
And if we can have John Randle be
John Randle, I think we will be fine.
He brings something totally different to the team than what Arkee
brought.”
Defensively, the Salukis should be

sound as well.
SIU will return three starting
linebackers from last season. After
senior Patrick Jordan was lost to
injury, a slew of freshmen, including Chauncey Mixon and Brandin
Jordan, stepped in to fill the gap.
Both Mixon and Jordan will return
to anchor what should be a solid
linebacker corps.
“We have a young defense that was
good this year and should get better
next season,” Hill said. “We are certainly going to miss P.J (Patrick Jordan)
and Marlon, but we have a bunch of
young guys that can come in there and
fill in. We are young and good.”

rolls around in mid-to late-March.
Pro Day is an event in which NFL
scouts evaluate players’ pro potential.
Expected to make the biggest
splash in Pro Day will be Whitlock,
who could be SIU’s first NFL draft
pick since the New York Giants
acquired Brandon Jacobs in the fourth
round of the 2005 NFL Draft.
Should Whitlock go undrafted,
chances are he would sign with an
NFL team as a free agent. In May,
former Saluki wide receiver Brent
Little signed a free agent contract
with the Cleveland Browns.
Whitlock, who graduates this
semester, will continue to work
out in preparation for Pro Day.
However, scouts will probably get
a good look at him earlier if they
haven’t done so already.
Whitlock, who gained 1,829
yards in 2006 with 25 touchdowns,
will play in the 2007 Cornerstone
Bancard Hula Bowl on Jan. 14 in
Honolulu, a game similar to the
NFL’s Pro Bowl.
Scouts from nearly all 32 NFL

teams will be on hand to see
Whitlock.
SIU head football coach said
Whitlock has a chance to do something special with his talents and
expects him to play in the next
level.
“Right now, certainly, Arkee has a
great chance at it,” Kill said. “He will
be playing in the Hula Bowl and has
a chance to be Player of the Year in
I-AA, which I think he has an excellent shot at doing.”
Junior quarterback Nick Hill,
who undoubtedly benefited from
Whitlock’s season, said he would be
surprised if Whitlock didn’t play in
the NFL.
“I think Arkee really has a great
shot at going to the next level,” Hill
said. “It is just how hard he works
and his work ethic that makes him so
successful, and I think he really has a
chance to do something special.”

Brian Feldt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 269 or
brian_feldt@dailyegyptian.com.

Brian Feldt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 269 or
brian_feldt@dailyegyptian.com.
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Saluki Insider
Saluki Banter
LaDainian Tomlinson set the NFL touchdown record Sunday with his 29th score this
season. With three weeks remaining on the schedule, is LT’s season the best individual
NFL season of all-time?

JORDAN WILSON
jordan_wilson@
dailyegyptian.com

“Pundits argue Tomlinson’s year isn’t the
best season of all-time because of the natural
shifts that occur in sports — it’s easier to get a
touchdown now then, say, 20 years ago. That’s
a worthless argument. Given he doesn’t fade
out after No. 29, LT’s season will undoubtedly
be the single greatest.”

“It might not be the best individual season
of all-time, but LT’s last three seasons are the
best consecutive season’s of all-time, maybe in
any sport. He is without a doubt the best NFL
player I have ever watched in my life to this
point. The guy can do anything and scores at
will. Much love to LT.”

BRIAN FELDT
brian_feldt@
dailyegyptian.com

SALUKI TRACKER
NEW YORK GIANTS

Brandon Jacobs
Brandon Jacobs
had his secondworst performance
in terms of yards
per rush Sunday,
averaging 1.6
yards per carry
in the New York
Giants 27-13 win
over the Carolina
Panthers. Jacobs
also fumbled for the first time this season.
The fumble was Jacobs’ first since Oct.
16, 2005. Overall, Jacobs ran 10 times
for 16 yards Sunday, putting his season
totals at 87 carries for 385 yards and eight
touchdowns. The 7-6 Giants play at home
next week against the Philadelphia Eagles,
who also boast a 7-6 record.

“Some seasons come close — a couple

SCOTT MIESZALA from Jerry Rice, Barry Sanders in 1997, Peyton
scott_mieszala@
dailyegyptian.com

Manning in 1994 and Dan Marino in 1984 —
but nobody matches LDT’s all-around numbers.
And there’s still three weeks left, so there’s an
outside chance at 40.”

Do you have questions for the
Saluki Banter that you want
answered?
E-mail de_editor@dailyegyptian.com

NBA to go back to old ball
Brian Mahoney
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YO R K —The NBA will
scrap its new microfiber composite
ball and bring back the old leather
one beginning Jan. 1, an official told
The Associated Press on Monday.
The official spoke on condition
of anonymity because the announcement of the switch was not due until
at least Tuesday.
The swap was first reported by
espn.com.

Players have complained about
the new ball since training camp,
saying that it bounced differently
than the old one — off the floor and
the rim. They also said the synthetic
material cut their hands.
NBA commissioner David Stern
told the New York Times last week
the league should have sought more
input from players before introducing the new ball. He also said he
would address the players’ criticisms
with Spalding, the manufacturer.
The lack of player input about

the new ball prompted one of the
two unfair labor practice charges the
union filed with the National Labor
Relations Board on Dec. 1.
Two-time league MVP Steve
Nash has said the ball cut up his
hands but wasn’t looking for a return
to the old ball.
“There’s some things about it
that are still difficult,” Nash said
last week. “It kind of beats up my
fingers. Now, I’m used to the ball,
and it would be difficult to change
back.”

Smith triumphantly returns to St. Louis
R.b. Fallstrom
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ST. LO UI S — Lovie Smith’s
loaf charts are gone but far from
forgotten for his old St. Louis Rams
defensive players.
Smith parlayed the relentless, hustling ethic he instilled as the Rams’
defensive coordinator from 2001-03
to become the Chicago Bears head
coach in 2004. Playing to the whistle
has become something of a cliche, but
it was a minimum requirement.
His detailed list of those who
sometimes coasted, updated weekly,
kept them honest.
End Leonard Little is the Rams’
top defensive player, leading the team
in sacks and requiring almost constant double-teaming. He learned
the ropes under Smith, who has furthered his defensive reputation with
the Chicago Bears.
“I showed up every week on it
because I was young,” Little recalled.
“It was my first time playing in regular-season games, and he just wanted
me to run to the ball.
“If I wasn’t running and doing the
things I wasn’t supposed to do, he put
me on that loaf chart, and called me
out in front of everybody.”
No hard feelings, though. They
knew Smith, who otherwise rarely
raises his voice, was just trying to
help. Those who remain from his
St. Louis years — including Little,
outside linebacker Pisa Tinoisamoa,

tackle Jimmy Kennedy — figured
that, out of Mike Martz’ shadow, he’d
make a name for himself.
Monday night’s game was Smith’s
first in St. Louis as a head coach and
he came to town tied for the best
record in the NFL at 10-2, the top
turnover-producing machine in the
league by a wide margin and the No.
2 overall defense.
“He’s not a real rah-rah coach
where he really gets on you or he really
yells at you or anything like that,”
Little said. “He has his own way of
getting people to listen to him.
“He’s great at doing that, and those
guys are going to be really motivated
to come down here and play.”
Rams offensive players remember
Smith fondly, too, even though he
had nothing to do with that side of
the ball. There are plenty of holdovers
from his time in St. Louis, including
wide receivers Torry Holt and Isaac
Bruce, quarterback Marc Bulger, and
linemen Orlando Pace and Adam
Timmerman.
They’re proud of the man who’s
one of two coaches in Bears history,
joining Mike Ditka, to win consecutive division titles. In his third season in Chicago, where he relocated
the loaf chart and remains just as
demanding, he’s 26-18.
“I’m a big fan of Lovie Smith,”
Holt said. “Everybody liked Lovie.
They liked the way he coached, they
liked the way he went over the details,
they liked his defense, and they liked

his personality.
“He’s smooth, he’s calm, he’s lowkey, but he’s very, very demanding.”
Bears middle linebacker Brian
Urlacher can attest to that. But he
notes that Smith knows when to back
off, too.
“We work hard on the field, but
we definitely don’t get overworked,
and he gives us time to stay off of our
feet,” Urlacher said. “As long as we’re
doing the right things, he’ll take care
of us, and for the most part we’ve
done that.”
Smith views the game as something of a homecoming because
this is where he made his mark.
He considers Martz family and
remembers the administration as
“super” to deal with.
“Mike Martz, first off, was just
great for me with my growth,” Smith
said. “He put me out in front a lot and
as much as anything he let me coach,
he let me take control of the defense.
That’s all you can ever ask for.”
Smith’s vision has quickly fallen
into place with the Bears. He said he
had the raw material to do the job,
and credits the players for helping to
make it happen so fast.
“You do have a plan, and you
hope it turns out this way,” he said.
“Coming to Chicago, we had some
pieces in place to build around, Brian
Urlacher, guys like that, but you still
have to come together as a team.
“We have a super group of guys,
but I can’t say I’m totally surprised.”
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Saluki Softball:
Recently released schedule reflects
much-earned respect, page 14

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

P AG E 16

D ECEMBER 12, 2006

FOOTBALL

Fresh
start
Saluki football looking
forward to bright future
Brian Feldt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The popular Chicago slogan — “There’s
always next year” — could easily be applied to
the SIU football program these days.
Head coach Jerry Kill said it is never too early
to start thinking about next season — even when
it sits nearly nine months away.
Kill has already held season wrap-up meetings and 2007 strategy meetings, while fitting a
month-long recruiting trip into his busy schedule.
The Saluki football office is now working toward the 2007 season — a season that
both players and coaches dub as a potentially
gratifying one — just nine days removed from
the Salukis’ Dec. 2 quarterfinals loss to the
University of Montana.
Junior quarterback Nick Hill said looking to
next season started the day after the defeat by
the Grizzlies.
“I don’t think it is ever too early to look
forward to next season,” Hill said. “I am really
excited for next season to come, and I think we
have some really good talent coming back.”
Although SIU will graduate 17 seniors — 10
of them starters — before the start of the 2007
season, the future of the Saluki football squad
remains bright.
Senior center Will Justice, who ended his
football career at Montana, said SIU can and
should still be successful despite the turnover on
the team.
“We had a tight-knit group of seniors, but we
have a lot of youth coming back that should help
the team out a lot,” Justice said. “We got 24 guys

L ANE C HRISTIANSEN ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Saluki quarterback Nick Hill attempts to outrun University of Tennessee-Martin defense while making a pass during the Saluki firstround playoff game against Tennessee-Martin on Nov. 25 at McAndrew Stadium.
coming back so that will be key for them.”
Of the 24 returnees, 13 were starters in 2006.
SIU will return four starters from its already
solid offensive line — only Justice and tight end
Braden Jones will be leaving.
Hill said the return of the bulk of the offensive
line is encouraging when looking toward 2007.

“On offense, I think we are going to return
a lot of talent,” Hill said. “We are really going
to miss Will Justice on that front line, but we
got four guys returning, which makes it exciting.
I think we got guys that will work hard, and I
think we should be very good next season.”
2007 will also bring a factor that no coach

can teach — a year’s experience.
Hill, who led the Salukis to the playoffs
for a fourth consecutive season, could benefit
the most from his first year as the starting
signal caller.
See FRESH, Page 14

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

FOOTBALL

Salukis round up nonconference schedule

Life after football

Scott Mieszala

Brian Feldt

DAILY EGYPTIAN

DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIU women’s basketball team
could have its work cut out for it
this season in the Missouri Valley
Conference.
The Salukis, who are in the process
of finishing up their nonconference
schedule, have two games remaining
until their MVC opener Dec. 28 at
Wichita State University.
Head coach Dana Eikenberg said
this season’s nonconference schedule
offered an opportunity for SIU to compete against a variety of playing styles.
The Salukis are 3-6 thus far in
nonconference action and have games
remaining against Indiana University
on Saturday and Tennessee Tech
University on Dec. 19 before heading
into conference play.
“This is just the start of our season,”
Eikenberg said. “The most important
part for us has been the Missouri
Valley, and I felt all along that this
nonconference (schedule) would get
us ready for what I think is going to
be a great year in the Valley.”
SIU hasn’t finished with a winning
record against MVC teams since the
1995-96 season when the Salukis were
guided to a 15-3 conference record
under head coach Cindy Scott.
In the 2004-05 season — Eikenberg’s
first at SIU — the Salukis finished 1-17
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Saluki forward Gentry Dietz goes up for a shot against center Keri
Reese during the Saluki women’s basketball game against Austin Peay
State University on Nov. 29 in the SIU Arena.
in conference play and 3-24 overall. In
2006, SIU improved to a 6-12 record
in the MVC and 10-18 overall.
The trend could continue this sea-

son because of a drop off from other
MVC teams.
See SALUKIS, Page 14

Saluki football players Will
Justice and Arkee Whitlock will be
running opposite routes when they
leave SIU this year.
Justice, a center, and Whitlock,
a running back, will be among a
slew of seniors graduating before the
beginning of next season.
After the Dec. 2 quarterfinals
loss to the University of Montana,
the Salukis ended the season with
a respectable 9-4 record — and
with it came the end of the collegiate career for 17 seniors on the
SIU roster.
While a select few have a chance
to move onto the bigger stage — the
National Football League — most
are left to face the real world and life
after football.
Such is the case with Justice.
Justice, who many think could
make the transition from I-AA
football into the NFL, has retired
his jersey for good, he said.
Justice said after playing football
his entire life, he is ready to move
on, and he looks forward to life
beyond the pigskin.
“I am done with football,” Justice
said. “I’ve been doing it a long time,
and I am looking forward to doing

“I am done with football.
I’ve been doing it a
long time, and I am
looking forward to doing
something else now. I
am looking forward to
getting this little party
known as life going here.

— Will Justice
SIU center

something else now. I am looking
forward to getting this little party
known as life going here.”
With a bachelor’s degree in management completed, Justice is scheduled to earn his master’s in business administration in August 2007,
meaning his tenure on the Saluki
offensive line is complete.
In his four seasons with SIU,
Justice became one of the top I-AA
centers in the nation. Originally
a guard, Justice was named to the
2005 First-Team All-Gateway
Conference. In 2004, he helped the
Salukis to a third-ranked rushing
offense and third-ranked scoring
offense in all of I-AA football.
See LIFE, Page 14

