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Roommates: the good, the bad, and the lazy

!ere is a good chance that any student you 
talk to on campus will have a roommate tale 
to share.

Students consider price, utilities and 
location among several other factors when 
they choose a new place to live. However, the 
di"erence between living in a happy residence 
or a messy nightmare is just as important 
when choosing a potential roommate. 

!e choice can be di#cult enough that 
some students simply choose to live on their 
own.

Some attempt to live with their best friend 
as a roommate. Students should not be afraid 
to cross out close friends when seeking out a 
roommate. Friends may be the best people to 
go to when students need someone to talk to 
or go out with.

However, they may not be the most reliable 
for chores or responsibilities.

Roommates should establish amicable rules 
right away, create a chore chart that divides 
cleanup equally and be honest with their 

problems to establish a good relationship. 
Staying candid about one’s cleanliness, 
sleeping habits, and guest preferences are 
important to settle as soon as possible.

Friends and roommates Elizabeth Estrada, 
a sophomore from Grayslake studying 
elementary education, and Mercedes Alvear, 
a sophomore from Chicago studying social 
science education, knew each other before 
they moved in together. 

Alvear said one’s experience with a good 
friend could either be good or bad.

“It depends on the people,” she said. “For 
us, it worked.”

However, Alvear said she has had bad 
experiences with a roommate.

“She was rude, never respected my things 

and ate all of my food,” she said.
Estrada said having a roommate who 

leaves dirty dishes in the sink is her No. 1 pet 
peeve. She also named maintaining personal 
space and respect for others’ belongings as an 
essential roommate quality.

“!e key thing is to have limits and to make 
them clear to who else you are living with,” 
she said.

Students can also live alone, but many 
choose to share the rent because it is more 
a"ordable.

Chris Davies, a senior from Wheaton 
studying geography, said he chose to live alone 
because he had experience with roommates 
who did not pay their share of rent.

“Normally, if you are trying to pay utilities 

and all the rent by yourself, it is not going to 
happen,” he said. “I was able to a"ord a bigger 
place on my own.”

While roommates can make living much 
more a"ordable, not having dependable 
roommates can make life di#cult. Sometimes 
living alone can be a way to avoid friction 
between di"ering personalities or gross or 
obnoxious roommates.

Bryan Brown, a senior from Murphysboro 
studying history, said he is among the 
fortunate who are able to a"ord his own place.

“I got lucky (and) could a"ord it, so I 
thought ‘Why not,’” he said.

Higher rent is one downside of living alone, 
but those who choose to would save sanity 
they might lose living with a bad roommate. 
Brown said living alone cuts any con$ict that 
could occur from  living with other people.

“If there is something that needs to get 
done, I know I am going to do it and there is 
no worries,” he said.

Elizabeth Zinchuk can be reached at
 ezinchuk@dailyegyptian.com

 or 536-3311 ext. 268.

ELIZABETH ZINCHUK

Daily Egyptian ‘‘The key thing is to have limits and to make them clear to who else you are 
living with.”

— Elizabeth Estrada
sophomore studying social science education
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    If you’re looking to rent an apartment, 

WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�RSWLRQV�DYDLODEOH��%XW�ÀUVW��
you must answer two key questions: Where 

do you want to live? And what is your price 

range?

� � � � /RFDWLRQ� FRPHV� ÀUVW�� 7KH� YHU\� ÀUVW�
question is the beginning of your search. 

In which geographical area do you want to 

OLYH"�$IWHU�\RX·YH�ÀJXUH�RXW�WKH�ORFDOH��WKHQ�
you need to decide if you want to live in the 

city or a suburb?

    If you are looking in an area that is 

not within driving distance, you may 

want to begin by using a computer and 

ORRNLQJ�RQOLQH��7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�H[FHOOHQW�
resources on the Internet, including www.

DSDUWPHQWÀQGHU�FRP�� ZZZ�IRUUHQW�FRP��
and www.rent.com.

� � � � 7KHVH�:HE� VLWHV� DOORZ� \RX� WR� ORRN� DW�
apartments based on the area that you 

are interested in. Keep you eyes open 

for special offers. Sometimes these sites 

have incentives, such as $100 if you lease 

through them.

    What can you afford? After you have 

decided on an area, the amount you want to 

VSHQG�RQ�PRQWKO\�UHQW�LV�WKH�QH[W�LPSRUWDQW�
step. Based on what you can afford, links 

to apartment rentals will appear if you’re 

searching online.

    If you aren’t able to look online, there are 

other resources available to help you with 

the rental search. Print publications, such 

DV� QHZVSDSHUV�� W\SLFDOO\� KDYH� D� FODVVLÀHG�
section containing apartment rentals for 

your perusal.

����2WKHU�KHOSIXO�UHVRXUFHV�DUH�7KH�$SDUW��PHQW�
*XLGH�0DJD]LQH�DQG�7KH�$SDUWPHQW�)LQGHU�
Magazine. Just about every metropolitan 

area has these magazines, where you can 

VHH� DSDUWPHQW� ÁRRUSODQV� DQG� YLHZ� UHQWDO�
SURSHUW\� SKRWRV�� <RX� FDQ� W\SLFDOO\� ÀQG�
these magazines at the supermarket.

����<RX�FDQ�DOVR�FRQWDFW�D�UHDO�HVWDWH�FRP��SDQ\�
and ask if they deal with apartment rentals. If 

not, the real estate agent might at least be able 

to steer you in the right direction.

    Pet policies: Sometimes the apartment 

FRPSOH[·V� SROLFLHV� DUH� FULWLFDO� LQ� \RXU�
GHFLVLRQ� PDNLQJ� SURFHVV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� LI�
\RX�KDYH�D�SHW��PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�FRPSOH[�
will allow it. Some places have weight 

limits, so be certain that your furry or 

slithery friend meets their requirements.

    Furnished or not?:�$QRWKHU�PDNH�RU��
break deal while looking for the right rental 

is getting a furnished or unfurnished unit. 

If you don’t have anything but the clothes 

on your back, you might want to consider 

getting a furnished place. If you have at 

least the basics, then an unfurnished unit is 

what you’ll need. You will pay more for a 

furnished unit than an unfurnishedunit. 

    Apartment features:� 7KHUH� DUH� RWKHU�
things to consider, such as the apartment’s 

features. Does it have a dishwasher? 

Some people will only consider renting 

an apartment with a dishwasher, but some 

people don’t mind handwashing dishes. 

Is there a washer and dryer in the unit or 

a common laundry room? Again, some 

people insist on having their own washing 

machine, whereas others don’t mind using a 

shared laundry room. An alarm system may 

be another option that you can or can not 

live without.

    Community features: 7KH� FRPPXQLW\�
features may be equally as important to you. 

'RHV�LW�KDYH�D�FOXEKRXVH��ÀWQHVV�FHQWHU��DQG�

swimming pool? Some people can’t live 

without these amenities, while others aren’t 

as picky. It’s up to you to decide what is 

important.

    Perhaps the location is what’s most 

important to you before deciding on an 

DSDUWPHQW� FRPSOH[�� 6RPH� IRONV� QHHG�
to be within walking distance of public 

transportation. Others may need easy access 

to major highways.

    Apartment size: Number of bedrooms 

should also be a consideration. Apartment 

units are often available from the smallest 

VL]H�� DQ� HIÀFLHQF\�� ZKLFK� LV� RQH� ELJ� URRP��
up to three bedrooms.If cost is a factor, the 

smaller the unit, the lower the monthly rent 

will be.

    Lease options: Length of your lease may 

EH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�\RX��$OO�FRPSOH[HV�ZLOO�UHQW�
units for 12 months. But if you’re looking for 

VRPHWKLQJ�VKRUWHU��\RX�FDQ�ÀQG�RU�QHJRWLDWH�
D�VKRUW�WHUP�OHDVH�
7KH�PRQWKO\�SD\PHQWV�PD\�EH�VOLJKWO\�PRUH�
H[SHQVLYH� LI� \RX� UHQW� D� XQLW� IRU� VL[�PRQWKV�
as opposed to renting the same unit for 12 

months.

Choose an apartment complex

Finding the right apartment will depend on what is important to you and your 
personal budget. Amenities, such as tennis courts and a swimming pool, 
should be among your last considerations.

Cox News Service

How to
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� $V� :HE� VLWHV� JHW� PRUH� HODERUDWH�� ÀOOHG� ZLWK�
DQLPDWLRQ� DQG� PXVLF�� GLDO�XS� FRQQHFWLRQV�
MXVW� GRQ·W� FXW� LW�� 1HZ� WHFKQRORJLHV�� NQRZQ� DV�
EURDGEDQG��DOORZ�XVHUV�WR�VXUI�WKH�,QWHUQHW�ZLWKRXW�
KDYLQJ�WR�ZDLW�PLQXWHV�RU�KRXUV�IRU�D�SDJH�RU�ÀOH�
WR�GRZQORDG�
� � � �%URDGEDQG� LV�DOO� DERXW� VSHHG��1RW�RQO\�ZLOO�
:HE�VXUÀQJ�EH�IDVWHU�LQ�JHQHUDO��DOORZLQJ�\RX�WR�
KRS�IURP�:HE�SDJH�WR�:HE�SDJH�DOPRVW�DV�IDVW�
DV� \RX� FDQ� FOLFN� \RXU�PRXVH�� EXW� WKH� VSHHG� RI�
EURDGEDQG�RSHQV�XS�RWKHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��VXFK�DV�
YLGHRFRQIHUHQFLQJ�DQG�ZDWFKLQJ�VWUHDPLQJ�YLGHR�
����7KH�VHFRQG�DGYDQWDJH�RI�EURDGEDQG�LV�WKDW�LW�
JHQHUDOO\�DYRLGV�WKH�KDVVOHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�GLDO�
XS�FRQQHFWLRQV��:LWK�PRVW� IRUPV�RI�EURDGEDQG��
\RX� FDQ� VXUI� WKH� ·1HW� IUHHO\�� ZLWKRXW� ZRUU\LQJ�
DERXW� W\LQJ� XS� \RXU� SKRQH� OLQH� RU� XVLQJ� XS� D�
SUHFLRXV�DOORWPHQW�RI�KRXUV�
����7KH�PRQWKO\�IHH�IRU�PRVW�UHVLGHQWLDO�EURDGEDQG�
VHUYLFHV� KRYHUV� DURXQG� ����� ZKLFK� LVQ·W� PXFK�
PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�FRVW�RI�GLDO�XS�VHUYLFH�DQG�D�VHFRQG�
SKRQH�OLQH��7KH�PDLQ�´KLGGHQ�FRVWµ�RI�EURDGEDQG�
FRPHV� IURP� WKH� LQLWLDO� VHW�XS�� %X\LQJ� WKH�
QHFHVVDU\�KDUGZDUH�DQG�SD\LQJ�VRPHRQH�WR�JHW�LW�
ZRUNLQJ�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�DGG�XS�WR�VHYHUDO�KXQGUHG�
GROODUV�� +RZHYHU�� FRPSHWLWLRQ� LV� IRUFLQJ� PDQ\�
EURDGEDQG�SURYLGHUV�WR�RIIHU�DWWUDFWLYH�GLVFRXQWV�
DQG�SURPRWLRQV�
����7KHUH�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�ÀYH�PDMRU�W\SHV�RI�EURDGEDQG�
VHUYLFH�� (DFK� RQH� KDV� LWV� RZQ� DGYDQWDJHV� DQG�
GLVDGYDQWDJHV�� DQG� VRPH� DUH� QRWDEO\� EHWWHU�
RYHUDOO�WKDQ�RWKHUV�
    Cable modem: &XUUHQWO\� WKH�PRVW� SRSXODU�
IRUP�RI�EURDGEDQG��FDEOH�PRGHP�VHUYLFH�XVHV�WKH�
VDPH�FDEOHV�WKDW�FDUU\�FDEOH�79�VLJQDOV��<RX�FDQ�
JHW�FDEOH�PRGHP�VHUYLFH�DV�D�VWDQG�DORQH�VHUYLFH�
RU�DV�DQ�DGG�RQ�WR�\RXU�FXUUHQW�FDEOH�79�VHUYLFH��
<RX� FDQ� ZDWFK� FDEOH� 79� DQG� XVH� \RXU� FDEOH�
EURDGEDQG�FRQQHFWLRQ�DW� WKH�VDPH� WLPH�ZLWK�QR�
ORVV�RI�TXDOLW\�
����7KH�PDLQ�GLVDGYDQWDJH�RI�FDEOH�LV�WKDW�WKH�VSHHG�
RI�WKH�V\VWHP�GHSHQGV�XSRQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�

ZKR�DUH�RQOLQH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��LI�PDQ\�SHRSOH�LQ�
\RXU�QHLJKERUKRRG�DUH�XVLQJ�WKHLU�FDEOH�PRGHPV�DW�
RQFH��\RXU�FRQQHFWLRQ�VSHHG�PD\�GURS�FRQVLGHUDEO\��
&DEOH�PRGHP�SHUIRUPDQFH�FDQ�XQGHUJR�VLJQLÀFDQW�
ÁXFWXDWLRQV��DW�LWV�EHVW��LW·V�WKH�IDVWHVW�RI�DOO�FRQVXPHU�
OHYHO�EURDGEDQG�VHUYLFHV��EXW�DW�LWV�ZRUVW��LW·V�DOPRVW�
DV�VORZ�DV�D�GLDO�XS�VHUYLFH�
����&DEOH�PRGHP�VHUYLFH�LV�D�JRRG�FKRLFH�LI�WKHUH�
DUHQ·W�WRR�PDQ\�RWKHU�FDEOH�PRGHP�XVHUV�LQ�\RXU�
DUHD��DQG�\RX�ZDQW�D�V\VWHP�WKDW·V�HDV\�WR�VHW�XS�
DQG�PDLQWDLQ�
    DSL:�'6/�VWDQGV�IRU�'LJLWDO�6XEVFULEHU
/LQH�� ,W·V� IDVW� DQG� UHOLDEOH�� DQG� XVHV� VWDQGDUG�
FRSSHU�SKRQH�OLQHV�WR�FDUU\�GDWD��<RX�GRQ·W�QHHG�
D�VHFRQG�SKRQH�OLQH�WR�XVH�PRVW�FRQVXPHU�'6/�
VHUYLFHV��DQG�\RX�FDQ� WDON�RQ�\RXU�SKRQH�ZKLOH�
\RX·UH�XVLQJ�\RXU�'6/�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�DFFHVV�WKH�
,QWHUQHW�
����7KH�PDLQ�GLVDGYDQWDJH�RI�'6/�LV�WKDW�LWV�VSHHG�
LV�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�\RXU�SK\VLFDO�GLVWDQFH�IURP�WKH�
SKRQH� FRPSDQ\·V� QHDUHVW� FHQWUDO� VZLWFK�� WKH�
IDUWKHU�\RX�DUH�IURP�WKH�VZLWFK��WKH�VORZHU�\RXU�
DYHUDJH�FRQQHFWLRQ�VSHHG�ZLOO�EH�
��� �'6/�LV�D�JRRG�FKRLFH�LI�\RX�DUH�FORVH�WR�WKH�
SKRQH� FRPSDQ\·V� FHQWUDO� VZLWFK��:KLOH� LW·V� QRW�
\HW�DV�ZLGHO\�DYDLODEOH�DV�FDEOH�PRGHP�VHUYLFH��
'6/�LV�RIWHQ�D�YLDEOH�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�FDEOH�PRGHP�
� � � � 6DWHOOLWH�� 6DWHOOLWH� EURDGEDQG�XVHV� D� GLVK� RQ�
\RXU�KRXVH�RU�EXLOGLQJ�WR�VHQG�DQG�UHFHLYH�GDWD�
IURP�VDWHOOLWHV�RUELWLQJ�WKH�(DUWK��7KH�VDPH�GLVK�
PD\�EH� XVHG� IRU� VDWHOOLWH�79�� GHSHQGLQJ� RQ� WKH�
VHUYLFH�SURYLGHU·V�RIIHULQJ��7KH�PDLQ�DGYDQWDJH�
RI� VDWHOOLWH� ,QWHUQHW� DFFHVV� RYHU� WKH� RWKHU� IRUPV�
RI� EURDGEDQG� WHFKQRORJ\� LV� LWV� LPPHGLDWH�
DYDLODELOLW\��D�FOHDU�YLHZ�RI�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�VN\�LV�DOO�
WKDW·V�QHHGHG�
7KHUH�DUH�GRZQVLGHV��WKRXJK��%DG�ZHDWKHU��ORFDO�
LQWHUIHUHQFH��RU�D�PLVDOLJQHG�GLVK�FDQ�GHJUDGH�WKH�
SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�D�VDWHOOLWH�EURDGEDQG�FRQQHFWLRQ�
����6DWHOOLWH�LVQ·W�DV�IDVW�RU�UHOLDEOH�DV�'6/�RU�FDEOH��
EXW� LI� LW·V�\RXU�RQO\�FKRLFH�� LW·V�GHÀQLWHO\�EHWWHU�
WKDQ�GLDOXS�
    ISDN:� ,6'1�� ZKLFK� VWDQGV� IRU� ,QWHJUDWHG�
6HUYLFHV� 'LJLWDO� 1HWZRUN�� LV� UHODWLYHO\� ROG�

WHFKQRORJ\�
ZKRVH� PDLQ�
DGYDQWDJHV�DUH�
ZLGH� DYDLODELOLW\�
DQG�UHOLDELOLW\��,6'1�
XVHV� VWDQGDUG� FRSSHU�
SKRQH� OLQHV� WR� WUDQVPLW�
GDWD�� ,6'1� IRU� WKH� KRPH� XVHU�
HVVHQWLDOO\�VSOLWV�\RXU�H[LVWLQJ�SKRQH�
OLQH� LQWR� WZR�FKDQQHOV��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�XVHG�
WR�PDNH�D�SKRQH�FDOO�DQG�VXUI�WKH�,QWHUQHW��,6'1�
LV�VORZHU�WKDQ�WKH�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�EURDGEDQG��6WLOO��
,6'1�LV�RIWHQ
WKH�RQO\�FKRLFH�IRU�PDQ\�XVHUV�ZKRVH�FDEOH�DQG�
SKRQH�FRPSDQLHV�KDYHQ·W�\HW�LPSOHPHQWHG�ORFDO�
FDEOH� RU� '6/� VHUYLFH�� ,6'1� DOVR� RIIHUV� VRPH�
DGYDQWDJHV��VSHHG�GRHVQ·W�ÁXFWXDWH�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�
EDG�ZHDWKHU��ORFDWLRQ��RU�FDEOH�PRGHP�DFWLYLW\�LQ�
QHDUE\�EXLOGLQJV�
����,I�QHLWKHU�FDEOH�QRU�'6/�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�\RXU�
DUHD��,6'1�LV�D�YLDEOH��EXW�H[SHQVLYH�ZD\�WR�JHW�D�
EURDGEDQG�FRQQHFWLRQ�
    Wireless:�:LUHOHVV�EURDGEDQG�XVHV�DQ�DQWHQQD�
SODFHG�RQ�RU�LQ�\RXU�KRXVH�RU�EXLOGLQJ�WR�VHQG�DQG�
UHFHLYH�GDWD��7KH�GDWD�LV�WUDQVPLWWHG�WR�DQG�IURP�
\RXU� EXLOGLQJ� YLD� \RXU� FLW\·V� ZLUHOHVV� QHWZRUN��
ZKLFK�FRQVLVWV�RI�DQWHQQD�WRZHUV�SODFHG�WKUHH�WR�
ÀYH�PLOHV�DSDUW�� ,I�\RX�GRQ·W� OLYH� LQ�D�FLW\�ZLWK�
ZLUHOHVV� VHUYLFH��\RX�ZRQ·W�EH�DEOH� WR�JHW�À[HG�
ZLUHOHVV�EURDGEDQG�
� � � � &XUUHQWO\�� À[HG�ZLUHOHVV� EURDGEDQG� VHUYLFH�
LV� YHU\� OLPLWHG�� KRZHYHU�� WKH� VHU�� YLFH� DUHDV�

DUH� H[SDQGLQJ�
TXLFNO\�� ,I� \RX� FDQ� JHW�
ZLUHOHVV�� \RX·UH� JHWWLQJ� DQ� H[FHOOHQW� EURDGEDQG�
FRQQHFWLRQ��7KH�FRQQHFWLRQ�VSHHG� LV�QRW� OLPLWHG�
E\� \RXU� GLVWDQFH� IURP� WKH� ZLUHOHVV� DQWHQQD� RU�
E\� WKH� QXPEHU� RI� ZLUHOHVV� XVHUV� LQ� \RXU� DUHD��
:LUHOHVV� LV� DOVR� DQ� DOZD\V�RQ� FRQQHFWLRQ� WKDW�
GRHVQ·W� WLH� XS� \RXU� SKRQH� OLQH�� :LUHOHVV� LV� D�
OLWWOH�PRUH�H[SHQVLYH�WKDQ�'6/�RU�FDEOH��EXW�WKH�
DGYDQWDJHV�DUH�SUREDEO\�ZRUWK�LW��
� � � � 6RPH� EURDGEDQG� VHUYLFHV� DUHQ·W� \HW�ZLGHO\�
DYDLODEOH�� 6LQFH� PDQ\� EURDGEDQG� V\VWHPV� XVH�
QHZ� WHFKQRORJ\�� VRPH� SURYLGHUV� KDYHQ·W� JRWWHQ�
DURXQG� WR� LPSOHPHQWLQJ� VHUYLFH� LQ� VPDOO� WRZQV�
DQG�UXUDO�DUHDV��,I�\RX�OLYH�LQ�D�ODUJH�PHWURSROLV��
\RX�KDYH�D�JRRG�FKDQFH�RI�KDYLQJ�VHYHUDO�FKRLFHV�
IRU�EURDGEDQG�VHUYLFH��,Q�OHVVSRSXODWHG�DUHDV��\RX�
PD\� EH�PRUH� OLPLWHG�� EXW� HYHQ� LI� \RX·UH� DORQH�
RXW�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�D�GHVHUW��\RX�FDQ�VWLOO�JHW�D�
EURDGEDQG�FRQQHFWLRQ�YLD�VDWHOOLWH�

FIVE POINTS TO REMEMBER

���%URDGEDQG�VHUYLFH�PDNHV�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�:HE�IDVW��DQG�LW�IUHHV�
XS�\RXU�SKRQH�OLQH�
���)LYH�PDMRU�W\SHV�RI�EURDGEDQG�VHUYLFH�DUH�DYDLODEOH��LQFOXG�
LQJ��FDEOH�PRGHP��'6/��VDWHOOLWH��,6'1��DQG�ZLUHOHVV�
���%URDGEDQG�VHUYLFHV�PD\�QRW�EH�DYDLODEOH�ZKHUH�\RX�OLYH��VR�
ÀQG�RXW�ZKDW�\RXU�RSWLRQV�DUH�LQ�\RXU�DUHD�
���(DFK�VHUYLFH�KDV�DGYDQWDJHV�DQG�GLVDGYDQWDJHV�VR�\RX�QHHG�
WR�FRPSDUH�\RXU�RSWLRQV�
���:LUHOHVV�EURDGEDQG�LV�YHU\�OLPLWHG�ULJKW�QRZ��DQG�LW·V�D�OLWWOH�
PRUH�H[SHQVLYH�WKDQ�'6/�RU�FDEOH��EXW�LI�LW·V�VSHHG�\RX�QHHG��
WKH�DGYDQWDJHV�DUH�SUREDEO\�ZRUWK�LW�

Cox News Service

Choose a high-speed Internet provider
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Freshen the air in your home
Air fresheners smell great, but they 

only mask odors. To really rid the 
air of smells in your home, open the 
windows and let the fresh air in. Bring in 
houseplants, keep things clean, remove 
smelly shoes and empty trash daily. If 
you enjoy scents, you can combine a 
few drops of essential oil and water in 
a spray bottle and use as a room mist. 
Simmer natural items such as apple and 
citrus peels, cinnamon or fresh mint 
leaves and water in a slow cooker or on 
the stovetop, or soak a cotton ball with 
vanilla or essential oil. 

The following suggestions 
can help freshen the air, too: 
Clean and deodorize the microwave: 

Microwaves get dirty and smelly. They 
can be a pain to keep clean if you don’t 
clean them immediately after splatters or 
spills. To clean your microwave with ease, 
simply combine a couple of tablespoons 
of lemon juice and 1 cup water (or 1/2 
cup white distilled vinegar and 1/2 cup 
water) in a microwave-safe bowl. Add 
a wooden spoon to the bowl to prevent 
super-heating. Cook on high for three to 
five minutes or until steam condenses. 
Wipe down the interior of the microwave 
with a cloth. If any smell remains, repeat 
the lemon and water procedure, but add a 
couple of cloves to the mixture. 

Castile soap: Dilute and spray on 
counters or floors. Peppermint scent 
makes the kitchen smell fresh. 

Fireplace scent: Use dried citrus peels 
or dried herb bundles for added scent. 
Make the bundles using dry herbs and 

natural materials, such as rosemary, 
lavender, bay leaves, cinnamon sticks 
and eucalyptus. You can add raspberry 
canes and pine cones to various dried 
herbs, too. Cut them to about 10 inches 
and bundle them together (with the stems 
facing the center of the bundle) using 
raffia. Place them in the fireplace as fire 
starter, or add them to a smoldering fire 
for fragrance. 

Garbage disposal: Pour baking soda 
and vinegar into your garbage disposal. 
Cover the drain and let it sit for five 
minutes. Flush it with boiling water. 
Afterward, grind ice cubes, salt and citrus 
peels to give it a fresh scent. 

Try coffee grounds: Set coffee grounds 
(either unused or used and dried) in a bowl 
or Dixie cup in an inconspicuous area to 
add scent and absorb bad smells. Putting 
them in a sachet works best, but you can 
use a section of nylon pantyhose, too. If 
you don’t want to use coffee grounds, 
you can use baking soda and a few drops 
of essential oil instead. Place in a mason 
jar and cover the mouth of the jar with 
tulle, using the jar ring to hold it on. 

Closets: Hang a cedar block. Use crumpled 
newspaper or baking soda inside shoes, 
or pour kitty litter into a spare sock and 
place it in the shoes. Put the shoes outside 
periodically to air out. 

Use soap bars: Open up a few cakes of 
bath soap and put them in your drawers to add 
scent. Dryer sheets or free perfume samples 
from magazines will work, as well. Both can 
help your bathroom smell nice, too.

In your vacuum: If you have a central 
vacuum system, put several drops of 
essential oil on a cotton ball and put it in 
the vacuum receptacle to fill a room with 

essential oil scent. 
Trash cans: Sprinkle borax 

into your trash can to prevent 
it from smelling, or toss a 
dryer sheet into the bottom. 
Speaking of dryer sheets, 
put a sheet in a linen closet, 
a suitcase when traveling, 
sneakers, the trunk of 
your car, at the bottom 
of your clothes 
hamper, in your 
vacuum bag, tucked 
inside a toilet paper 
roll or around the 
holder, etc., to keep 
odors at bay. 

C a r p e t 
deodorizer: Borax 
is a good product 
to use on pet 
“ a c c i d e n t s ” 
and spilled 
milk on 
carpets. Blot 
the spill with 
a cloth. Pour 
borax onto it 
and let it absorb 
and deodorize, 
then vacuum. Test 
an inconspicuous 
area of your carpet 
beforehand. For simple carpet 
deodorizing, combine 1/2 cup 
borax and 1/2 cup baking soda in 
a bowl. Add 20 drops of essential 
oil and stir.  Transfer powder to an 
empty Parmesan cheese container. 
Shake the powder onto your carpet. 
Vacuum after 15 minutes.

Sara Noel
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    Have you been furniture shopping lately? The 
experience may leave your mind swirling with 
the many choices you can make such as solid 
wood and leather. Your style and lifestyle need 
to be considered when making your furniture 
choices.
    When it comes to decorating your home or 
apartment, furniture can be a major expense with 
longstanding impact. It pays to think about what 
you need, what you want and what your budget 
will allow.
    Getting started: Start with a list of your 
needs room by room. Perhaps you already have 
some pieces to coordinate with, or maybe you 
are starting from scratch. Or, are you replacing 
outdated, worn-out furniture?
    Evaluate what your needs truly are. Basic 
seating? A place to sleep? A large table for the 
family to gather? Or do you have stacks of books 
and nowhere to place them? Then, look at your 
space and your budget. Take an honest look at 
what your needs are and make a list. It is much 
easier to prioritize from that written list than to 
wonder aimlessly into a furniture store and have 
no earthly idea what you are looking for.
    After you’ve itemized your needs, browse 
through decorating magazines, catalogs and Web 
sites. Hone in on the style or styles you like. Again, 
advance consideration of the styles that appeal to 
you will greatly narrow your choices and aid you 
LQ�ÀQGLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�VW\OHV�IRU�\RXU�KRPH�
    Furniture style and fabric choices:
   Most furniture falls into one of two style 
categories, formal and informal or casual. 
Formal furniture includes such styles as Louis 
XIV, Chippendale and Queen Anne, originally 
created for royalty and the wealthy.
   Informal styles originated in the rural 

countryside, and were designed by local 
cabinetmakers. These would include provincial, 
early American and French country. Each of 
WKHVH�VW\OHV�FDQ�EH�IXUWKHU�UHÀQHG�LQWR�WUDGLWLRQDO�
or contemporary.
����7UDGLWLRQDO�VW\OHV�DUH�PRVW�LGHQWLÀDEOH�E\�WKH�
cabriole legs, claw and ball feet, lyre shaped 
backs and carved details. Woods tend to be 
walnut, cherry or teak, and fabrics 
usually include brocades, damask 
and silk. Oversized sofas and 
FKDLUV� ZLWK� GHHS�� ÁXII\� FXVKLRQV��
and durable easy-to-maintain fabrics 
exem- plify casual.
    Contemporary styles include 
Scandinavian, modern and 
Oriental, with wood or laminate. 
7KH\�DUH�LGHQWLÀDEOH�E\�WKHLU�VOHHN�
overall design elements. Style also 
LV�GHÀQHG�E\�VKDSH��FRORU�DQG�WH[WXUH�
DQG� LV� UHÁHFWHG� LQ� DFFHVVRULHV� DQG�
ÁRRU�DQG�ZLQGRZ�FRYHULQJV�
    Home furnishings should make 
a statement about your attitude and 
lifestyle. No one style is perfect for 
every room or everyone, so buy furniture that 
you like, whatever your style.
    Recliners are better than ever. There was a time 
when they were ugly, but not anymore. Today 
more than ever upholstered furniture is available 
in a wide range of styles and fabrics. To be a good 
buy for you, upholstery must be priced right, 
colored right and comfortable for the room and 
your family.
    There also is leather to be considered. Leather 
is a natural product. Good leather will rarely wear 
out, but it will change in appearance from week 
to week. Many people love the natural coverings 
that change with wear and tear.

    But be clear in your mind with what
you can live with when it comes to today’s leather. 
New methods of tanning and manufacturing also 
have brought leather into an affordable range for 
many pocketbooks.
    Shopping for furniture: After you decide 
what piece or pieces you want and have 
pinpointed some basic styles that feel right, it 
is time to target a budget and begin to furniture 
shop. Prices vary widely, and often are tied to the 
quality of the piece.
    Finding good furniture that works for you 
involves understanding how pieces are made 
and then deciding if the quality of the piece will 
bear up in day-to-day use. Whatever your style, 
furniture should be comfortable, practical and 
UHÁHFW�\RXU�WDVWHV�

    Furniture sources: The most obvious 
place to look is in your local furniture stores. 
However, don’t forget estate sales, auctions and 
consignment stores. Some furniture stores in 
your area offer complimentary in-home design 
services to aid you in your decorating choices.
    When you are ready to start out on your 
furniture hunt, remember to assess your needs, 
set your priorities, narrow down the styles you are 
looking for, target a budget and then enjoy your 
search for the perfect pieces to complement your 
home. Remember, when acquiring furniture, buy 
only what you love.

Shop for furniture
Cox News Service

How to
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Lessors offer advice on 
choosing the right rental

Paying several hundred dollars a month 
for a place to live isn’t an easy thing to do — 
especially for a college student.

Many things need to happen before a 
student decides to lease an apartment or a 
home, and several area apartment managers 
as well as home lessors said students ranked 
a!ordability and cleanliness as apartment and 
home priorities. 

However, students should consider several 
other factors.

“Students are looking for a high-quality 
product at a good price,” said Ben Craft, "e 
Reserve at Saluki Pointe community manager.

Amenities, location and overall value are also 
important, he said.

Keith Jackson, "e Pointe manager, said 
students look for a place they can call their 
own. Students also tend to desire their own 
bathroom, su#cient Internet and all their bills 
included in one rent check, he said.

Cheryl Bryant, owner and manager of 
Bryant Rentals, said cleanliness is an issue 
which can either make or break a deal. One 
deal in particular happened quickly because of 
one residence’s cleanliness, she said.

“I had a young man who I was showing an 
apartment to, he walked into the living room 
and he said, ‘I’ll take it,’” she said.

Bryant said she had not yet shown the man 
the rest of the apartment, but he decided to rent 
Bryant’s available apartment after he compared its 
cleanliness to others he saw. Bryant said she has 
had many occupants continue their lease with her 
because her buildings are maintained well.

However, Jackson said other issues may be 

more immediate than cleanliness.  He said 
students should survey the potential living 
area’s neighborhood and determine how safe it 
might be.

“Students really need to take a hard look 
at police reports,” he said. “"ey can call the 
police station themselves and ask what kind of 
incidents have been reported throughout an 
apartment complex.”

Students should also consider their potential 
home’s proximity to school and how much 
extra it might cost to have a car, he said.

Bryant said students should look out for 
parking and maintenance, as well as where 
the place is located and good landlord service. 
Being a family-owned business, Bryant said she 
gets to know her tenants very well.

“"ere’s more to this than just renting and 
getting the money,” she said.

Bryant said she still maintains a good 
relationship with many of her past tenants, and 
she will sometimes receive calls from them as 
they are passing through town.

Despite all the options students want 
in their apartment, they still need to have 
good time management. Spring semester is 
the busiest leasing time because people are 
looking for a place to live for the next school 
year, Craft said. 

According to Jackson, Craft and Bryant, with 
the exception of a few leases, apartments are 
usually $lled before summer starts. Apartments 
will be gone within the next couple of months, 
so if students haven’t chosen their space yet, 
there’s no time like the present.

Mitch Schafer can be reached at 
mschafer@dailyegyptian.com 

or 536-3311 ext. 254.

MITCH SCHAFER

Daily Egyptian 
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Design a room
    The room you have in mind needs a new look, 

and you don’t know where to start or how to 

develop a design plan. Getting started is the key to 

designing a room. It often takes only a suggestion 

to launch a whole new plan.

    You’ll need to consider your budget and the 

time period you want to make the changes. 

Rushing out to buy new furniture might be your 

ÀUVW�GHVLUH��EXW�WDNLQJ�D�OLWWOH�WLPH�DQG�WR�WKLQNLQJ�
about several factors will ensure that you enjoy 

WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�ÀQDO�SURGXFW�
    Use the room’s function to help you determine 

priorities. Think about how you will use the 

room and what pieces are essential for maximum 

comfort and function.

    After you’ve set your priorities, the most 

important element in designing a well-suited 

room is for you to view it—not as a chore — 

but as a developmental project that will give 

you pleasure for years to come. Here are some 

guidelines for helping you make decisions and 

coordinate a plan:

    6NHWFK� D� ÁRRU� SODQ� Include all windows, 

GRRUZD\V�� ÀUHSODFHV�� HOHFWULFDO� RXWOHWV� DQG�
architectural features. Measure every aspect of the 

room, including the ceiling height. Also measure 

any existing furniture that will be incorporated 

into the room.

����'UDZ�\RXU�ÁRRU�SODQ�RQ�JUDSK�SDSHU�WR�EH�VXUH�
your scale is correct. Cut out forms of the pieces 

RI�IXUQLWXUH�WR�PRYH�WKHP�DURXQG�WKH�ÁRRU�SODQ�
    )LQG�D� IRFDO�SRLQW� To suggest groupings or 

DUUDQJHPHQWV�RI�IXUQLWXUH��VXFK�DV�D�ÀUHSODFH�RU�D�VHW�
of built-in bookshelves. These might be immovable 

items, but also items that will facilitate the use of 

the room, such as for conversation or work.

    ,GHQWLI\�SUHIHUUHG�VW\OHV��FRORUV� This is where 

ideas begin to form and when you start looking at 

particular items that appeal to you. If you have 

a favorite piece of furniture or a rug that must 

remain in the room, that might be your color- 

and-style starting point. Having a key item from 

which to start does not mean that you are locked 

into its color or style for the rest of the room.

    Styles can be a mixture of simple and ornate, 

sleek and substantial, or traditional and modern. 

If styles are tied together by coordinated colors, 

the dramatic effect of mixed elements can be 

appealing.

    Wall colors are important in pulling all of the 

room’s statements together. This is particularly 

true of rooms that are large enough to allow for two 

or more groupings. Do not be afraid to incorporate 

more than one color into the room’s walls and 

woodwork. Lighter ceilings make the room feel 

taller and more expansive. Walls do not all need to 

be the same shade. Lighter colors might be chosen 

for window walls because window walls typically 

appear darker than other walls.

    Crown moldings and picture moldings in a 

different color give the space additional depth 

DQG�GHÀQLWLRQ�DQG�VRIWHQ�WKH�DEUXSW�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�
of the ceiling and walls. This also is true of 

choosing lighter or darker shades or contrasting 

hues for baseboards and woodwork around doors 

and windows. If colors for walls and woodwork 

are chosen to bring out colors in the fabric of the 

upholstered pieces, the effect can be subtle or

dramatic.

    Monochromatic schemes can be very interesting, 

but you should be careful about painting every 

surface in a room the same color. The same color 

surrounding a room makes the room seem to fall 

away from the furnishings rather than exist with 

them.

����8VH�D�VSHFLÀF�SLHFH�RI�IXUQLWXUH�DV�WKH�URRP·V�
anchor. For a bedroom, this might be the bed. 

A large bedroom might have a sitting area as 

the focal point, with a loveseat as the anchor. 

The bed becomes 

necessary but not the 

focus of the room. 

In many rooms, the 

largest piece is the 

anchor. The primary 

reason for changing 

a room’s design 

might be the desire to 

purchase a different 

anchor piece, 

thereby opening 

up everything else 

in the room for re-

evaluation.

    If you are hesitant 

about incorporating 

strong patterns or 

dramatic colors into 

your color scheme, 

you might let your 

anchor piece make 

the largest statement 

by being bold and 

uninhibited. The 

other furnishings in 

the room can play off 

of it without competing and establish a lively but 

restrained new environment.

    Leave enough space for the activities that will 

take place in the room, and consider the lifestyle 

of those who will be using it. Where you position 

furniture is crucial to creating a comfortable 

room. If the activities in the room are social, with 

tabletops being used for card games, board games 

or jigsaw puzzles, accessory choices might be 

minimized so that hosts are not always removing 

items and replacing them. Active pets such as 

FDWV�PLJKW�QHFHVVLWDWH�NHHSLQJ�GHOLFDWH�ÀJXULQHV�
behind glass, and rooms where the occupants are 

eating and relaxing might not suggest pale colors 

and delicate fabrics.

    Enjoy the process of transforming your room 

into a space that will give you pleasure for a 

long time. If you are discarding major items and 

purchasing new ones, start with the larger pieces 

ÀUVW�DQG�EH�VXUH�WR�WDNH�\RXU�PHDVXULQJ�WDSH�DQG�
\RXU� ÁRRU� SODQ� ZLWK� \RX�� %ULQJLQJ� \RXU� FRORU�
palette along also will help guide your choices.

    Whether you choose one primary style or prefer 

eclectic environments, the space you design will 

be a statement of who you are and what you like 

to do. Involve yourself totally in the process, and 

let your imagination go.

����$�ÀUHSODFH�FDQ�PDNH�D�VWURQJ�IRFDO�SRLQW�ZKHQ�GHVLJQLQJ�D
    room.

&R[�1HZV�6HUYLFH

You can create a !rst-aid kit for your home or vehicle, 
rather than buying one. Add items such as antibiotic 
ointment, adhesive bandages, cotton balls, antiseptic wipes, 
calamine lotion, ChapStick, eyedrops, sunscreen, instant cold 
compresses, hand-warmer packets, tweezers, a thermometer, 
gauze and pain-relieving medication. You can also make a 
power-outage kit for your home that holds items such as 
candles, a lighter or matches, batteries and "ashlights. Don't 
spend money on the containers for your homemade kits — 
reuse plastic co#ee canisters, baby-wipes containers, plastic 
ice-cream tubs, tackle boxes or old lunchboxes. 

$e !rst reader tip has another suggestion to hold your 
supplies:

Repurpose: I bought a multi-pocket bag at the thrift store. 
I'm going to use it to create a large !rst-aid kit for my truck.

— S.D., Minnesota
Salvage notions: When I've got used clothes that are 

so torn, worn or stained that they aren't worthy of even a 
donation to Goodwill, I glean buttons, elastic, hooks, snaps 
and zippers from them that I use later in my sewing projects. 
I cut up the rest of the fabric to use as rags or tear it into 
strips to make rag rugs.

 — C.L., Mississippi
Turn off power: If you have central air conditioning and 

you have a big unit outside, go switch o# the breaker on the 
outside unit to avoid using up "phantom power." Phantom 
power is electricity that is wasted on electrical appliances that 
are plugged in but not powered up. Many of these devices are 
designed to come on quickly with the use of a remote, which 
means that even while they are o#, they are drawing energy 
and running up your electric bill. 

— S.S., Indiana
Handy measurement: Whenever I !nd myself without a 

tape measure, I can still get a reasonably accurate measurement 
using currency. Bills are about six inches long, and I've used 
them more than once in a pinch to get a rough measurement. 

— S.D., Minnesota

Get a hobby job: My hubby and I are motorcycle 
enthusiasts, with two Harleys of our own. I got a part-time 
job at my favorite independent motorcycle shop about a year 
ago to earn a little extra money. I love it! Not only am I 
learning a lot about the care and maintenance of motorcycles, 
I also get an employee discount on parts and labor. We have 

a consignment shelf at the shop for people to sell used parts, 
and I've saved a lot of money buying from there. And I even 
have my own display in the shop where I sell key chains and 
headbands, adding even more to my income. $is part-time 
job is paying o# in many frugal ways! 

— Mary, Texas

3XW�WRJHWKHU�D�ÀUVW�DLG�NLW
6$5$�12(/
Cox News Service
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