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Dawgs claim road win in 72-69 thriller
Salukis rally to victory behind Lusk’s 25 points

By Dan Leahy
Sports Editor

The Salukis twmed around from
a hot-shoning performance
against Wictarz State o go ice-
cold n the first half of Monday
might’s clash with Indiana State.

The resubt was a scasor-low 27
first-half points and a five-point
halfume deficit.

But the Dawgs 1esponded b,
scoring 45 points in the second-
half. mostly behind Paul Lusk’s
25-pont cffort. to gan 2 hard-
fought 72-69 victory

SIUC head coach Rich Heirin
said his team deserves a lot of
credit for the comeback.

“It was a great effort.” he said.
“I think you've got to give our
players some cred't. The secret to
our basketball team is we know
how to win and that’s very
important.”

Things weren’t pretty for the
Dawgs. as they blew a nice 7-2
start thanks to 36 percent first-half
shooung and |2 umovers

Staff Photo by Jeff Garner
Saluki junior Racquel! “Rockey” Ransom perfects her jump
shot during practice on Tuesd=2y. Rancom is the floor
general of the women’s basketball team (10-4, 4-1).

The Sycamores took advantage
behind center Jim Cruse, who
came off the bench to score eight
first-half pomts.

Lusk was the oaly spark for the
Salukis, nailing a few tough
jumpers on his way to contributing
eight points before the half.

The Sycamores came out
quickly m the second-half to run
the lead to 11 at 3344 and 39-50.
Jumor guard Mario Clark hurt the
Dawgs with six quick points to

Bmen:Deady
Sperts Reporter

Cindy Scott has recruited many
players over her 16 years coaching
«t SIUC. however, few of them
drew her atiention as early as ninth
grade the way Saluki junior
R:xqut! “Rockey™ Ransom did.

“We knew about Rockey when
she was a mere babe,” Scott, Saiukl
women's basketball coach, saxl. *
recruited her as hard as anybody
I've ever recruited. We really
wanted her.”

Coming out of the baskethall hot
bed of East St. Lou!s. Ransom
guided her k'gh school team 10 a
25-2 record in her senior season
and a second- place finish at the
Class AA State

Her 19-point. 10-rebound
average helped her achieve
honorable mention or. the USA
Today All-Amenican team. along
with All-State. All-Mewo and Class
AA Player of the Year honor
junior and semor for Lincolt n
School

Such achievements are bound 0
get a player noticed. Ransom
snubbed offers from [llinois. lowa
State and South Alabama to weur
the Salukis” maoon and white.

Several factors entered into
Ransom’s decision to attend SIUC.
but the acceptance by the other
players acted as the deciding vote.

“I got along with the players
more here than at the other
schools.” Ramsom said. I just felt
at home here.”

Ransom improved her nur.oets
shightly in her first two years as a
Saluki. but has made some
dramatic ncreases in her totals this
season

After averiging 6.7 points as a

held Indiana State build its lead.
Down 39-50, SIUC went on a

17-6 run to grab the momentum.

Lusk hit a three and her

After the teams traded baskets,
Mirko Pavlovic aad Lusk hit
consecutive three pointers, plus
another jumper by Lusk, to give
SIUC a 68-67 iead.

While the Salulns heated up, so
did Matt B scored

jumper during the stretch, while
back-court partner Chris Lowery
chipped i with a lay-up and two
free-throws as the Dawgs tied it at
56 with seven minutes to go.
Marcus Timmons also

a big lift by scoring three
consecutive baskets to keep the
score tied at 58.

freshman and 7.6 as a s

Ransom has lit up the 1993- 94
competition for nearly 18 points per
game. Tack that on to her typical
seven rebounds and 72 percent
shooting from the foul line, and it's
easy to realize why Ransom 1-
turning the heads of coaches and
fans everywhere.

PR T ST R RN e
“Rockey will be suc-

cessful at whatever
she does, because
she'’s a very strong,
independsent, young
lady. She’s confident,
classy, and she’s
going to make it.”
—Cindy Scott
T, T L

“Rockey has just played
tremendously for us,” Scott saia.
“She’s probably piaying both
oifensively and defensively betier
than anyone ["ve ever coached.

“She’s become onc of the
premiere players in the confer-

Ransom has seen nothing but
success since coming to SIUC,
gowng 23-8 as a fresbman and 19-10
as a sophomare. Teas season’s team
has a slightly different chemistry
than in year’s past, but the Salukis
(104, 4-1) are once again on the
road 1o success.

“We get along better. and we
don’t have just one superstar,”
Ransom said. “Different players
can score, and | kind of like that.™

Stepping up and bring a leader is
something that Ransom has had to

10 consecutive pomts late in the
second-half 1o keep Indiana State
right in the thick of things.

Marcus Johnson sandwiched
five of six shooting from the free-
twow line around Burgess' streak
1o give the Sycamores a shim 69-

see FINISH, page 18

Player becomes leader, finds success at SIUC

do this year in the absence of ex-
Salcki standouts Anita Scott and

Kelly Firth. According to Scort,
though. her team hasn’t missed a
beat with Rzansom as the floor
general.

“She pretty much sets the tempo
for our ballciub.” Scott said
“Rocxey controls what goes on
with our team and we probably
depend on her too much.™

Ransom said her relationship
with Scott is a strong one. bur it
isn’t any diff :cnt than the bond
that the coach shares with all of her

yers.

“Our relationship goes beyond
the basketball court, but she has a
personai relationship with each of
her players,” Ransom said. “We
just have a certain respect for cach
ather.™

No particular athlete has
mfluenced Rockey and her athletic
success. despite coming from a
community that has chumed out
professional athletes for many
years.

Names like Kellen Winslow and
Bryan Cox from the NFL and
Laphonso Ellis of the NBA's
Denver Nuggets are just a few or a
long list of East St. Louis natives.

“1 don’t even rzally have a
favorite NBA player.” Ransom
said. “T still follow Cuanzo Martin
at Purdue, but I'm just me.”

That exact independent attitude
displayc1 by Ransom is the reason
why Scott knows her star forward’s
success will continue. even after
her days of playing basketbail for
the Salukis are over.

“Rockey will be s ~cessful at
whatever she does, because she’s a
very strong. indepeadent young
lady.” Scott said. “She’s confident.
classy and she’s going to make it.”

Women’s basketball finds way onto television

Advertisers keep
sports coverage
off programming

By James J. Fares

De pite the fact that most
women's basketball programs lack
a large followmg of fans. national
broadcasters have started o in-
crease thewr coverage of the sport.

The sports programming giant
ESPN has been a large factos in
helping women’s basketball pro-
gramming get of [ the groond

ESPN Spokesperson Curt Pires
siid you can't really compare the
women's games (o the men’s
gam.es, hecause there are a lot of
differzaces in the style of play.

R

“It’s very difficult to compare the
two because there isn't as much of
physical play in women's zames as
there is in men’s: the danks. the
screaming and the fast-paced type
game,” he said.

Although the two styles are
different 1o a certam extent, some of
the wom:n that compete can shoot,
pass arnd defend just as weil as
seme of the men.

The skiil factor of the women's
game has made companics such as
ESPN extend their

ESPN has scheduled a total of 21
women's games this season
compared 10 last seasons total of
16. That is an increass of five
games in a matter of o.c year. The
men's have a total of 200 televised

games.
Pires said they have not had
much m from viewsrs either

PO

way on whether there should be
mare o~ less coverage, which is the
main reasen win' ESPN is content
with the 21 games they are broad-

“It is 2 project for ESPN. It's
really don't cover the sport as much
as they should,” he said.

A big reason why relatively fow
games are iclevised on ESPN and
other networks is the lack of
advertising. Because of lower
ratings for women's games, it is
hard to sell advertisement time to
major companies.

Tt"s very difficult 10 put shows
on the air without lhc advertisers
sponsoring lhc game,” Pu'es said.
“State Fam babl

Mark Culperson agrees that it is
hard to find advertising for wo-
men’s basketball games.

“If the advertising isn't there, the
game 1sn'y there,” he said.

mation director Mitch Parkinson
sail fans don’t have a real appre-
ciztion for women's basketball,

because they don't take the 1 10
walch.
“At a school with 25.000
in, said v dance ai the

business from Alg
women's basketball games just
aren’t as exciting to watch as men’s
games are.

“There is no fan suppor:, not as
many highlights, and they use a
smaller baskethall,” Anderson said.

“It’s like watching a six-foot and
uncer basker pali game. There are
mhi_x"

ck said the highlight of

poor
games is the blggcsl disap-
pointment for us, said.
“The more fans see the quahity of
women's games, e rore they will
want 10 come back. They just have
10 take the time to do i.”

Mot many do 1zke the time 10
watch women's games, though, as
the SIUC women's average

dance over the course of a

the women™ ~me is the National
Collcgnlc A.nlcuc Association’s
Ch p Game because of

lhchgges(coqmydmadvcr
m..msula

l!cruiuanVuwuagemdxhc
good fan
Siuc
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's sports infor-

ol

season is about 600 i 800 peuple a
fune.

Feas can watch the Sidukis (104,
4-1)when they tzke on No. 5
Vanderhilt on Feb. 2. The game
gets underway A 7:05 pm.
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