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Private employees at SIU receive public pensions
KARSTEN BURGSTAHLER
Daily Egyptian
The only physical evidence of
Michael Jacoby on SIU’s campus is
a mailbox.
Technically, Jacoby and six other
university employees — Brent Clark,
Jason Leahy, Sara Boucek, Julie Weichert,
Alison Maley and Susan Bertrand —
share the same office: Pulliam 131,
within the main office for the university’s
Higher Education program.
The
seven
work
for
three
different
off-campus

organizations: Clark and Boucek
work for the Illinois Association
of School Administrators, Leahy,
Weichert and Maley work for
Illinois Principals Association,
and Jacoby and Bertrand work
for Illinois Association of School
Business Officials.
But while the seven are off
campus, their job is to work with the
university as outreach consultants
and bring students in to the College
of Education. Clark said the group
is excited to implement programs to
achieve that goal.

“We get to play a pretty significant
role in helping shape and direct
(SIU’s) administrative preparation
program. In fact, we have a meeting
there on campus ... to work on that,”
he said. “Most importantly coming
out of that piece, we get to help
develop whatever the future school
administrators are going to look like
coming out of that program.”
Because the seven have contracts
with the university as employees, they
are entitled to join the university’s
pension program through the State
University Retirement System,

according to the contracts between
the associations and the university.
The pension reform bill passed by
the Illinois Legislature Dec. 3 was partly
intended to keep private employees
from receiving public pensions.
The law specifically names the
three organizations involved in the
contract, among others, as unable
to create similar relationships with
universities after June 1.
The act does not affect SIU’s
agreement, as it was made months
before the legislation passed.
Beth
Spencer,
SURS

Piccolo performance

Jan Gippo performs a rendition of Robert Beaser’s “Souvenirs” on the piccolo Monday at the Old
Baptist Foundation Recital Hall. The School of Music organized the event that featured renditions
performed by both Gippo and his wife Jane Carl on clarinet. Gippo was a piccolo and flute player for
the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra from 1972 to 2008 and is the author of “The Complete Piccolo”, a
comprehensive guide to fingerings, repertoire, and history of the instrument.

Please see Flutes · 6

GPSC votes on student fee increases
ADIE APPLEGATE
Daily Egyptian
Graduate Professional Student
Council voted on proposed
student fee increases Tuesday
night in Lawson Hall.
Only four fee increases were
passed by the student body.
Facilities maintenance, night
transit, information technology
and the Student Health Center
fee increases we all approved.
Facilities maintenance passed

with an increase of 2.7 percent,
or $6, with 16 in favor, one
against and one abstention.
Night transit passed with an
increase of 2.4 percent, or $1.08,
with 15 in favor, two against
and one abstention. The Student
Health Center passed with an
increase of 1.9 percent, or $4,
with 14 in favor and four against.
Information technology passed
with an increase of 4.5 percent,
or $3.60, with 13 in favor, three
against and two abstentions.

Mississippi River research
See Pg 4

The committee raised a
discussion only when an increase
for student insurance was brought
up. Student Insurance would
increase by 7.9% and would raise
the fees by $32 a semester.
John Stewart, a member of the
executive board said the student
insurance proposal appears too often.
“It has appeared consistently and it
doesn’t increase or decrease benefits,”
he said.
Please see GPSC · 3

Piccolo master on campus
See Pg 6
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Budget woes
plague city
council
SETH RICHARDSON
Daily Egyptian

LEWIS MARIEN · DAILY EGYPTIAN

communications manager, said the
universities the system represents
will be grandfathered into the law.
However, SURS will have more
control over who a university can
contract with in the future.
“If the law is upheld, going
forward private or individual
associations like that will most
likely not be considered employees
of that employer, because it will be
up to SURS to make that decision,”
she said.

The Carbondale City Council
met Tuesday to discuss the city’s
upcoming budget problems.
City Manager Kevin Baity
read his preliminary budget
report to the council and said
the city is looking at a $731,000
budget shortfall.
Baity said the city is looking at
roughly the same revenue, but an
increase in expenditures through
pensions,
preexisting
labor
contracts and utility costs, among
others, left the city in a deficit.
Acting Mayor Don Monty
said solving the budget crisis was
going to take some sacrificing.
“This is a tough decision for
the city council to have to face,”
he said. “On the one hand, we
have to balance – I’m trying
to be careful with my choice of
words here – the evil of raising
taxes versus, on the other hand,
the very unpleasant situation of
reducing funding to our services.”
The council discussed several
options including raising the
sales tax, property tax, hotel
and motel tax and cutting some
community programs.
Councilman Fronaburger said
balancing the budget was only
one aspect the conversation
needed to address.
“First of all, this discussion
needs to encompass a much
larger issue,” he said. “Not only
do we need additional revenue
and funds to balance the yearly
operating budget, but we need
additional funds for community
investment projects.”

Fronaburger said without
investing in revenue-generating
community projects, Carbondale
will be in the same situation in a
matter of years.
Councilman
Lance
Jack
agreed with Fronaburger and
said the city needs to work
with the university to solve the
economic woes.
“It all boils down to we need
more money,” he said. “The
easiest way for us to do that is
to increase student involvement
and help the university increase
student involvement. I think
one of the ways we do that is
to continue to make this the
entertainment, arts and cultural
capital of southern Illinois.”
Jack said the council is not
doing enough to encourage
business and development in the
community. He said there were
several ordinances and laws the
council imposed over the last 10
years – such as the cap on liquor
licenses and number of operable
bars between Mill Street and
Walnut Avenue – which drive
away business and commerce.
“Frankly, I’m at a point that,
and I think a lot of people in
town are, where we just start
taking chance,” he said. “Because
if we don’t take a chance and try
to get something going, we’re
never going to get anywhere.
And I can guarantee if we keep
heading where we’ve been going
with city policy and university
policy for the last 20 years, we’re
going to continue down the same
exact path we’ve been on.”
Please see COUNCIL · 2

Women prepare for MVC
See Pg 12
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The crowd of over 40 applauded
after Jack’s impassioned speech.
The council also passed an
ordinance allowing them to
control the right-of-ways for cable
companies. The ordinance allows
the city to maintain how the rightof-ways are used and levy fines if
the company, identified in this
specific case as Mediacom, provides
substandard service repeatedly.

They also announced the release
of their review into the Brightfield’s
solar panel development at the
property located at 1555 N.
Marion St., commonly known
as the Koppers site. Brightfield’s
placed an application for a special
use permit to build a solar array
earlier in the year.
A group of community members
asked the council to postpone the
vote until further informational
meetings could be held. The council
released their review and responses

to the community’s questions at
Tuesday’s meeting. It is available
at city hall and at the Carbondale
Public Library.
The next city council meeting
is a closed session Feb. 18 to
discuss potential candidates for
the vacant seat.
Seth Richardson can be reached
at srichardson@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter at @EgyptianRich or at
536-3311 ext. 268.

Illinois lawsuit worries watchdog groups
SOPHIA TAREEN
Associated Press
CHICAGO (AP) —
While a federal lawsuit against
Illinois Treasurer Dan Rutherford
has publicized salacious sexual
harassment allegations, government
watchdog groups say the lawsuit’s
claims of political corruption are
just as worrisome as the Republican
campaigns for governor.
Rutherford, who has strongly
denied allegations leveled by a
former employee, is locked in a
four-way Republican primary. He
spent Tuesday — the day after the
lawsuit’s filing — countering the
claims in radio appearances. He
maintained the suit is a politically
motivated ploy meant to hurt his
campaign weeks ahead of the March
18 contest.
In
the
lawsuit,
Edmund
Michalowski, a former lawyer and
director in Rutherford’s office, alleges
a “long-standing pattern” of being
forced to engage in political activity
while working for the state.
Even the hint of such political

Question: Where should concealed
carry be allowed?
A- I support concealed carry everywhere
B- I support concealed carry except on government property
i.e. schools and parks
C- I support concealed carry except on government and
commercial property i.e. private businesses
D- I do not support concealed carry
Visit www.dailyegyptian.com to vote

corruption could taint Rutherford
ahead of the primary, and it raises
troubling questions, experts say,
especially in a state where two former
governors — George Ryan and Rod
Blagojevich — have gone to prison
for corruption.
“It’s the question or appearance
and it really wears on the voters,”
said Doug O’Brien, who was chief
aide to U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill.,
while he was an Illinois congressman.
“The voters of Illinois are just so tired
of having to put up with a lower
standard for ethics among their
elected officials.”
According to the lawsuit,
Rutherford allegedly demanded
Michalowski organize petition
drives
and
parades,
solicit
donations and constantly check
his political email account while at
work. Michalowski claims he was
berated for not meeting fundraising
goals and that employees active on
Rutherford’s campaign received
raises and promotions.
Rey Lopez-Calderon, executive
director Common Cause Illinois,
said the claims raise questions about

a culture of bullying.
“If he runs the treasurer’s office like
that, is he going to be pushing around
his (governor’s office) staff into doing
this that they are not supposed to?”
he said. “That’s a deeper question
that should be center to his ability to
be the next governor.”
Political experts say the issue could
hurt Rutherford with fundraising and
organizing. State Sen. Kirk Dillard,
one of his GOP primary rivals,
asked Rutherford on Monday at a
candidate forum about the potential
for more allegations. Rutherford
called the question “inappropriate.”
The other GOP candidates are Bruce
Rauner and state Sen. Bill Brady.
Rutherford called a news
conference hours after the lawsuit
was filed.
“No treasurer’s office employee
in this administration has been
pressured ... or otherwise coerced
into performing any political
activity,”
Rutherford
said.
“Employees such as Michalowski
have volunteered to perform
political activity on their own time
and using their own resources.”
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SIU debate team prepares for national tournament
The team meets every Tuesday and Thursday
for about seven hours to discuss topics. Before the
meetings are held, coaches meet to talk about what
assignments will be given to the debaters, he said.
“Our job is to try and predict what the topics
might be and then make sure we have done some
research for our team,” he said.
Assignments are given to the debaters to
research. This research can range anywhere from
economics, politics at a national and sometimes
local level and relevant worldwide news such as
what is going on in the Sudan or Ukraine, he said.
An important part of being a good debater is
being well versed on world affairs and being up to
date on news, Graham said.
Campbell, a senior from Springfield, Mo.
studying political science, said he hopes to do well
this weekend at Loyola University. To do this, the
team needs to prepare just as they would for any
other tournament, he said.
“We’re going to prepare in much the same way
that we would for a traditional debate tournament,
doing the necessary work, updating files, keeping
posted on what’s going on in the world and the
news,” Campbell said. “Whenever we have topics

KYLE SUTTON
Daily Egyptian
The SIU debate team and debate teams from
around the country are preparing for the biggest
tournament of the year, the National Parliamentary
Tournament of Excellence.
Like the BCS National Championship for
football, the NPTE is the national tournament for
collegiate debate teams where the best of the best
compete against each other for a national title.
The NPTE will be held from Saturday,
March 15 to Tuesday, March 18 at Northern
Arizona University.
Going into this weekend, the debate team
pairing of Benjamin Campbell and Joshua Rivera
are ranked first in the nation according to the 2014
NPTE rankings and have already accepted a bid
for this year’s NPTE.
Todd Graham, the director of debate for the
university, will lead his top-ranked team into the
weekend hoping to solidify their position as the
best in the nation.
Graham said there is a lot of work going into
preparation for each tournament.

GSPC
CONTINUED FROM
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“There’s either not enough people in
or too many people are using it.”
The vote tied and was not passed
because of two abstentions.
Other
potential
increases
included athletics, student media
and student housing.
Athletics had one in favor, 15 against
and one abstention. The amount asked
for was $9 a semester, a 2.9% increase.

The remaining fees were voted down
including mass transit, student center
and the student media fee.
Mass transit had five in favor, seven
against and six abstentions. The amount
asked for was a 5.2 percent increase, or
$2.50 a semester.
The student center amount had one
approval, 16 against and one abstention.
The amount asked for was a 5.7 percent
increase, or $8 per semester.
The student media amount had
five in favor, nine against and four
abstentions. The amount asked for was

during the weekend we have a base of information
that we can speak from.”
The debate team consists of three coaches,
including Graham and two graduate assistants and
three debaters.
Because the debate team at the university is
smaller than most, Graham said the debaters have
to do a lot of research, something he preaches to
new recruits.
“We put in a lot of hours,” he said. “I tell people
when I recruit for our team, you are going to work
harder on this debate team than if you debate for
anyone else.”
Graham said the key in having a good debate
team is to have a good support system starting with
the administration, the department and then the
debate team members themselves.
“Unfortunately I see a lot of programs that are
good for a year or two and not so good for the
next eight, nine or ten,” he said. “Often times
it is because they are not well supported at their
university or the support wanes a bit.”
A good debate team comes from the support
and the amount of research the team does, but it
also has to have a bit of luck, Graham said.

$9 per semester.
Daily Egyptian Editor-in-Chief
Kayli Plotner was present to answer
questions regarding the media fee but
no questions and no debate.
“I was happy to see that some
people voted for the fee. It shows there
are students who want to see the DE
reach it’s full potential,” Plotner said.
“It’s just disappointing to see votes
made on issues that people don’t fully
understand. I wish there had been more
of a discussion.”
Student housing is yet to be

“It has got to be set with the administration,
with the coaching, with the debaters and then you
still have to be fortunate,” he said.
Campbell said he approaches debate in his
senior year much like a collegiate football player in
his final season. He said he wants to be able to say
he threw everything out on the table and look back
with satisfaction.
“Leave everything out on the field and have no
regrets,” he said.
The team of Campbell and Rivera currently has
a total of 44.1 NPTE points and a win percentage
of 97.5 percent.
To put those numbers into perspective, the
number two ranked debate team in the nation is
Concordia University Irvine with a total of 38.35
NPTE points.
The debate team will travel to Loyola University
in Chicago this weekend to compete in its last
tournament before the NPTE.
Kyle Sutton can be reached at
ksutton@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter at @KyleSutton_DE or
at 536-3311 ext. 268.

passed because of an undetermined
dollar amount.
The GPSC was given an increase
on the number of research awards for
this year.
Chancellor Rita Chang approved 40
awards of $250 to further and support
GPSC student research during the
2014 calendar year.
Blaine Tisdale, GPSC president said
he is thankful for this opportunity.
“We are very thankful for this
increase,” he said. “This gives us
many opportunities.”

Awards can be used for travel,
equipment and supplies. Applications
for the award will be reviewed by
an independent panel of graduate
students. Final decisions will be made
by a faculty member in the college of
the applicant.

Adie Applegate can be reached at
aapplegate@dailyegyptian, on
twitter @adisonapple or
536-3311 ext.251
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Mighty Mississippi River threatens land loss
LUKE NOZICKA
Daily Egyptian
Louisiana is losing a football field worth of
wetland each hour.
Based on a U.S. Geological survey, coastal
Louisiana has lost 16.5 square miles a year for
the past 25 years, and one professor was chosen
to evaluate and recommend scientific advice to
save them.
Loretta Battaglia, an associate professor
of plant biology, was appointed to the Water
Institute of the Gulf ’s River Diversion Expert
Advisory Panel.
The panel reviews and evaluates plans for
freshwater and sediment diversions designed to
build new land and restore wetland habitat in
coastal Louisiana.
“Louisiana contains our nation’s largest
wetland,” she said. “It’s a beautiful, special
place that we are loosing rapidly.”
The panel will advise a project being partially
funded with $5 billion from the BP Oil spill
settlement. Other federal and state money is
being distributed to the project.
Battaglia said the overall cost of the 50-year
project is $50 billion, but the organization does
not yet have all the money. Various parts of the
project will carry out over time.
The expert team then provides scientific
advice about diversions and future planning
to policy makers and those implementing the
project on the ground.
“The Mississippi River has migrated around a
lot in her floodplain and particularly where the
river meets the sea,” Battaglia said. “The river
naturally moved around, seeking the closest
route to the sea, and abandoning previously
occupied lobes. Under natural conditions, this
building and abandonment of lobes occurs on
a several thousand-year cycle.”
Lobes are former deltas that were built and
when abandoned by the river, and no longer
replenish sediment.
Tom Minello, branch chief of fishery
ecology at National Oceanic Atmospheric
Administration Fisheries said the purpose of
the panel is to provide insight to potential
impacts of these diversions.
“In addition to what the stated objectives
are, there’s a potential for a variety of other
impacts that maybe need some looking into,”
Minello said.
There are 12 experts on the panel, including
ecologists, sociologists, marine biologists and
fishery and policy concerned specialists.
Battaglia said the river’s current course is held in
place by a system of levees and other water control
structures that largely prohibit overbank flooding.

‘‘T

here’s a shortage of sediment that is being moved down the river. The
river itself is sediment starved.
— Tom Minello
Branch chief of fishery ecology at
National Oceanic Atmosphere Administration Fisheries

This has reduced sediment inputs to the floodplain
and essentially stopped new land building.
“Upstream in the watershed along the
Missouri River, for example, there are a lot of
dams that trap sediment,” she said. “So there’s a
shortage of sediment that is being moved down
the river. The river itself is sediment starved.”
Without sediment, the chances of new land
building in the area are slim to none and the
whole coast is shifting downward.
“So not only is average sea level rising
globally, but in coastal Louisiana the relative
sea level rise is much more rapid because there’s
not as much sediment,” Battaglia said.
Another factor of the coastal land loss is oil
and gas exploration. Canals were dug into the
coastal marshes, which enables salt water to
intrude, Battaglia said. She said all of these
things add up to dramatic land losses in the area.
“So, you have salt water coming into
the system, conversion to open water, and
ultimately loss of all this habitat,” she said. “So
one of the approaches that has been suggested,
and there have been a couple of early projects
that have done this, is that we need to open
some holes essentially through the levees of the
Mississippi River and allow that fresh water to
permeate back into the floodplain.”
Battaglia said this is already happening in
Louisiana in Wax Lake and Caernarvon, an
unincorporated area in St. Bernard Parish.
These diversions offset saltwater intrusion by
pushing it back toward the ocean. She said the
issue with this is no sediment is being pushed
into the area.
“These other diversions, the newer ones are
being planned with the idea that not only will
we pump freshwater into the area but also there
will be sediment,” she said. “If you can get the
flow fast enough it can carry sediment into
these receiving bases. That’s the idea, to initiate
land building and offset ongoing land loss.”
Battaglia said some members of the public,
including commercial fishermen of the area,
are concerned because the nutrient rich water
from the river may alter habitats for many
plants and animal species, some of which are
economically valuable.
The local fisherman concerns are just a few of
the many matters discussed during panel meetings.
Milleno said the meetings are public, so

RESEARCHERS
1
CONTINUED FROM

The SURS board of directors would be able to determine
who can be considered an employee if the law stands;
however, Spencer said she could not comment on whether
the present arrangement at SIU is good or bad because it was
not SURS’ decision in the past.
Several of the employees, including Leahy and Clark, were
involved in a similar program at Illinois State University two years
ago. According to a Dec. 17, 2011 Chicago Tribune article, the
associations paid the salary and pension contributions required
by the state. But an independent actuary said the amount
required didn’t completely cover the benefits the employees.
Two of the employees — Jacoby and Clark — earned high
six-figure salaries for half a year’s work in 2013 — $180,672 and
$152, 781, resepectively. The other five earned from $36,804 to
$95,740 for half a year’s work.
Leahy said the organizations fully cover the employer SURS
contribution, per the associations’ contracts with the university.
A document detailing payments to the members, obtained by
the Daily Egyptian, confirms Leahy’s statement.
The associations give the members’ salaries to the university,
which in turn signs the paychecks. The organizations cover the
12.71 percent employer contribution, or a total of $102,263
from the contract’s inception on May 1 through Dec. 31,
according to the document. Leahy said the organizations did

anyone may acquire the recommendations.
“I assume that there will be some involvement
of the public and the people of the state of
Louisiana, and deciding on how this diversion
issue will proceed,” he said.
The panel had their inaugural meeting Jan. 8
and 9 in Baton Rouge, La. At the first meeting,
they identified and discussed the uncertainties
of the project.
Panel members are appointed for three years,
during which they meet three to four times
each year.
“Our charge is being an advisory panel,”
Battaglia said, “Meaning we don’t make any
decisions. All we can do is meet with the people
who are involved in the planning and the
implementation of the diversion. They present
their plans to us and we ask a lot of questions,
and we go into our panel meeting and discuss it.”
She said there are 12 freshwater diversions
in various stages of planning, implementation
and operation.
Minello said there are several specifications
to be appointed this position, and not living in
Louisiana was one.
Laurie Achenbach, interim dean of the
College of Science, said the panel is a handful
of experts around the country.
“This is a real honor for Loretta, and for the
institution as a whole, to be part of a process
that could result in policies for water use on the
Mississippi,” Achenbach said.
Battaglia said this is one of
the biggest hydrologic
restoration projects in the
world.
Luke Nozicka can be
reached at
lnozicka@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter @LukeNozicka,
or 536-3311 ext. 268.

not want the association to cost SIU.
“Basically, we’re funding all of (the retirement expenses)
upfront through the agreement,” he said. “The university doesn’t
spend anything, there’s no taxpayers dollars really associated
with that at all … we didn’t want this to be something that
would cost the university because we’re receiving some pretty
significant benefit in being able to have that footprint of
leadership and development of leaders in that particular part
of the state.”
University President Glenn Poshard said he was not aware of
the issues raised in the Tribune article or why the law targeted
the associations that have a relationship with SIU. But he said
the organizations approached the university and he and the
chancellor determined the benefits to the university, including
that the organizations were willing to pay their own way,
would be great.
“We took a hard look at it. We looked at what (the
organizations) were able to do and wanted to do, and decided
(the) balance that this would be a great benefit to SIU,” he said.
With the contract defined, Clark said he was excited to
work with the program, as it will benefit both the university
and his organization.
Enrollment in the College of Education remained steady between
fall 2010 and fall 2012, according to the university’s factbook;
however, enrollment dropped from fall 2013 to spring 2014.
Clark said the consultants plan to begin rolling out seminars

teaching students how to be effective school administrators.
“The reason that we partner with Higher Ed has a lot to do
with it gives the organizations a research institution to really rely
on when you’re dealing with emerging education trends, reform
ideas, which we have a lot of here in Illinois,” he said.
Contract executor Chancellor Rita Cheng referred questions
to University Spokesperson Rae Goldsmith, who referred
questions to College of Education Dean Keith Wilson. Wilson
said the contract is valuable for his department.
“The associations are involved with assisting us with recruiting
activities for our existing administration program, and also an
education administration program that we are going to propose
that would be off campus,” he said.
Several of the administrators have degrees from SIU, and
Leahy said it was rewarding to be able to help out his alma mater.
“I got my undergrad (at SIU), I’m an alumni of SIU, so I
want to see the university be successful,” he said.
As for the mailbox, Jacoby, whose association is located in
DeKalb, said the contract helps his program spread their word
throughout the state.
“Our headquarters is based in northern Illinois, and one of the
things that our members in southern Illinois and central Illinois
quite often say is that we don’t have as much programming in
that area for them,” he said. “This gives us an opportunity to
have a presence in southern Illinois that we didn’t initially have.”
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Editorial Policy

Notice

Our Word is the consensus of the Daily Egyptian Editorial Board on local, national
and global issues affecting the Southern Illinois University community. Viewpoints
expressed in columns and letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect those of the
Daily Egyptian.

The daily egyptian is a “designated public
forum.” Student editors have the authority to
make all content decisions without censorship
or advance approval. We reserve the right not to
publish any letter or guest column.

Football player in a league of his own
JACK ROBINSON
Daily Egyptian
For the first time in history, a future player in the National Football
League came out as an open gay man.
Since Michael Sam, University of Missouri defensive end shared his
sexual orientation it is questioned how teams will receive a gay player
and how different the locker room will be for Sam now. Is the NFL too
‘macho’ for an openly gay player? This has rendered mixed emotions
among athletes, journalists and other professionals who work in the
sport and media industries.
Sam is not just some random NCAA player. He is an All-American
defensive lineman from University of Missouri. He was named 2013
co-defensive player of the year in the Southeastern Football Conference,
which is no doubt the nation’s strongest Division I football conference.
Sam came out to his teammates in August, before the 2013
football season began. Missouri went on to post an 11-2 overall
record and went 7-1 in the SEC, which is a drastic improvement
from a 5-7 seasonal record and a 2-6 SEC record just a year prior.
Sam posted career-high statistics with 11.5 sacks, 19 tackles for
losses, two forced fumbles and 48 total tackles. He also played a major
role in helping the Tigers to the 2013 SEC Championship game,
where they lost to eventual NCAA runner-up, University of Auburn.
The Tigers went on to grab a win in the 2014 Cotton Bowl Classic over
former Big 12 conference rival Oklahoma State University.
If having an openly gay player in the locker is supposed to kill
camaraderie and team chemistry, why did the Missouri Tigers
not show that?
Sam’s skill set and determination would undoubtedly make
an impact on almost any NFL team. But NFL experts claim his
announcement might negatively affect his draft status, and some
NFL executives said that they believe he will not even be drafted
because of the potential problems.
That seems absolutely absurd. Numerous players in professional
sports have much bigger issues than Sam.
Aldon Smith, current San Francisco 49ers linebacker, and NFL All
Pro, was arrested in September 2013 for suspicion of driving under
the influence and possession of marijuana when he crashed his car into
another vehicle around 7 a.m. This was Smith’s second DUI offense
in two years; he was arrested in January for a DUI in Miami Beach.
A month after his September arrest, he was charged with three felony
counts of illegal possession of an assault weapon, related to a 2012
incident where he was stabbed at his house. The 49ers and Smith
are expected to negotiate a lengthy contract extension this offseason,
despite his legal troubles. To add another element, Smith, like Sam, was
also a Defensive Player of the year and an All-American at Missouri.
Even future lottery pick Marcus Smart, an Oklahoma State
University point guard, was suspended for getting involved in a verbal
altercation with a Texas Tech University fan and shoving him during a
game. He was issued a technical in the game, and suspended for three
games after the Big 12 reviewed the situation.
One would think the incident would provide a great deal of concern
for NBA executives when they consider drafting him. However,
according to Sporting News, the majority of NBA executives do not
feel it will be a problem upon draft consideration.
These are both unfortunate situations for extremely talented players,
however, if the executives say all that matters is whether these players
will contribute to the team despite their antics, why would an openly
gay player not be treated the same way?
It seems unfortunate an NFL team would rather take a risk on a player
who has seen trouble at college, high school or another professional team,
than draft one who has exhibited ideal leadership, good off-the-field
behavior and on-the-field playmaking ability.
When I first saw the headline “SEC Defensive POY is gay,” I
immediately thought C.J. Mosley, a linebacker at the University of
Alabama and SEC Co-Defensive Player of the year with Sam, had
made the announcment. If it had been him that had came out as gay,
would the analysts be talking about him dropping in the draft?
Mosley is supposed to be picked in the 2014 draft within the
first 15 overall picks. Would his superstar potential oversee the

‘‘M

ichael stated with great poise and
confidence who he is as a person and
football player and I have tremendous
respect for him in the way he conveyed his
thoughts and the courage it took to state
them publicly.”
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fact he was gay? Or would we, like with Sam, see a potential drop
in draft stock?
As of January 2014, gay marriage is legal 17 states and
there are openly gay athletes around the world in almost every
professional sport including softball, soccer, basketball, handball,
swimming and diving, tennis, track and field, boxing, baseball,
lacrosse, golf, ice hockey and rugby, which is arguably the most
comparable sport to football.
If all these sports can accept and tolerate openly gay players, why is
the NFL so insistent on straying away from it?
Back to the ‘macho’ question. On Sep. 20, 2011, the United
States Department of Defense repealed the 1993 “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” policy, which barred openly gay, lesbian or bisexual
soldiers from military service but tolerated closeted gays. If
openly gay men and women can fight alongside others in battle,
they should be able to participate on a sports team together for a
couple hours a day.
What could possibly be more ‘macho’ than fighting a war?
Football is not on the same level as fighting a war. However, a
football game is a battle, and there needs to be trust among soldiers as
there is with athletes.
If a player thinks he or she has to hide their true identity on a yearly,
monthly or even daily basis, where is the trust in that? Where is the
camaraderie among teammates when a player has to be uncomfortable
at all times just to avoid offending anyone?
Being gay is far from the other trials and tribulations he has had to
go through in his life. Players are not objectified in the media or locker
rooms for one’s political beliefs or religious preferences, and a rightminded individual would apply the same mentality to gay players.
Sam stresses he can make an impact on any NFL team with his skill
set, and his numbers clearly back up his statements. Sam saw his older
brother get shot and killed in front of his eyes, his second oldest brother
went missing in 1998 and he was the last one to see him, and later
identified his body.
Former NFL player Deion Sanders said in a tweet early Monday
there are gay players in the NFL, they simply are just not open about it.
Sanders is one of the best NFL analysts, and he has numerous
relationships with players on every team. If anyone was to know if a
player was gay, it is assumed Sanders would know.
There will hopefully come a day when players will not have to
make a big ordeal about sexual orientation. It will simply just be
a fact about them similar to their hometown or date of birth. It
will not be a concern.
The best sports stories are usually about a team or individual
overcoming adversity for a successful outcome. This truly is a
story about overcoming adversity. However, Michael Sam’s story
has just begun.
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Gippo rocks the piccolo
JAKE SAUNDERS
Daily Egyptian

$9.99 ea

The sounds of woodwinds flowed from the Old
Baptist Foundation Hall Monday when renowned
traveling piccolo artist Jan Gippo performed a duet
with his wife, clarinetist Jane Carl.
Gippo’s distinguished career includes 35 years with
the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, teaching at Webster
University and the book “The Complete Piccolo.”
Douglas Worthen, Southern Illinois Flute Choir artistic
director, and flute and music history assistant professor,
said Gippo has performed at SIU in the past.
“Jan Gippo is well known for his concert premieres
of new works and we are looking forward to his
program,” Worthen said prior to the concert.
The evening began with “Happy Face,” a flowing
piece with intermittent crescendos of spiraling
high notes and the low cadence of soft and pleasant
melodies, all encompassed within the ambiance of the
piano keys’ cyclical and hypnotic movements.
“The emotions are usually anywhere from really
happy to sad, but not ever angry and not ever dark, I
just don’t respond to that,” Gippo said.
“Happy Face” was a part of “Souvenirs,” the series
which drove Gippo’s next pieces, including “Lily
Monroe,” “Ground O” and “Cindy Redux,” all
entrancingly melodic and dramatic pieces with “Cindy”
serving as a foil and bringing the uplifting surge of fast
tempo to light in an altogether soulful endeavor.
The next set of pieces presented fluttering autumnalthemed rhythms. These songs were part of two sections
known as “Preludes, Volume III,” performed solely by
Gippo, and “Four Autumn Landscapes” performed by
Carl, accompanied by piano.

After a brief intermission, Carl performed solo on
“Soliloquies” with the intro “Fast, Aggressive, Driving,
Dramatic,” a song which certainly lives up to its name.
The next pieces followed suit: “Flowing, Singing,” “Fast,
Abrasive, Contentious “ and “Slow, Lyrical Expressive.”
Gippo took the stage again to perform the piece
“Spindrift” accompanied by piano. The harmonies built
and broke away in haunting and serene melodies. The
tempo began to race and roll into haunting dynamics
and finally into a graceful and playful characteristic.
The piccolo bounded through varying sounds and
escalated with ease around the keyed harmony.
As the evening concluded, the duo presented
their fullest composition “Wild Flowers,” comprised
of “Dense Blazing Star,” “Missouri Primrose” and
“Mexican Hat.” The polyphonic tempo sung as if
flowered petals were bird-broken and blown into the
wind. Gippo and Carl created a billowing harmony
of piccolo, clarinet and piano rhythms, intermingling
and changing notes with beautiful effortlessness. One
could imagine the piccolo and clarinet as the beautiful
and flowing flora while the background piano served as
the soothing and billowing wind.
The evening was an oasis of melodic waves, clean currents
of harmonic high notes with the occasional undertow from
key bass notes in a subtle breathing symphony.
“I just do it because I love it and I try to find the
music and present it,” Gippo said.
Carl said the duo will perform the program again in
a few weeks at Oklahoma University in Stillwater, Okla.
Jake Saunders can be reached at
jsaunders@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter @saundersfj or
536-3311 ext. 254.

Painting through perception

REMY ABROUGHT · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Kerra Taylor, a doctoral candidate in art and design from Warsaw, Mo., finishes a painting Monday at
the Glove Factory. Taylor said the painting is one of the art pieces she will present in the department’s
annual review Feb. 21 in the Surplus Gallery. The piece represents her personal life and childhood, she
said. “Whenever I finish a painting I am always my biggest critique,” she said. “Finding your comfort
zone in your work is important.”
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Street music welcome
ADIE APPLEGATE
Daily Egyptian
Carbondale sidewalks may soon
be filled with musical talent.
In a Feb. 2 press release, former Mayor
Joel Fritzler invited street musicians
to perform in public areas. Musicians
are allowed to play non-amplified
instruments and accept donations while
keeping the sidewalks clear.
Fritzler said in the press release he
wanted to support the arts as part of
reviving downtown Carbondale.
Carbondale Mayor Don Monty
said he welcomes those who wish
to display their musical talent on
Carbondale’s sidewalks.
“Someone who is on the public
right of way who is singing or playing
an unamplified instrument and not
disrupting businesses or the public is not
a problem,” he said. “It could be a good
thing for some businesses. This may
bring more consumers to businesses that
have street musicians outside of them.”
Businesses have the right to deny
the musicians if it interferes with
their customers or sales. Choak
Somkroot, manager of Carbondale

‘‘S

omeone who is
on the public
right of way who is
singing or playing
an unamplified
instrument and not
disrupting businesses
or the public is not
a problem.
— Don Monty
Carbondale Mayor

Cycle, said the musicians could be a
welcome addition for the store.
“As long as they do not interfere
with customers then they are
welcome around here,” he said. “I
think it could bring more customers,
which is always good.”
Monty said while musicians
can accept donations, they are not
allowed to solicit them.
“The city has tried to differentiate
between panhandling and street
musicians,” he said. “Street musicians
are seen as a cultural expression,

whereas panhandling can be seen as
a commercial enterprise. A musician
cannot outwardly ask for money or
other forms of donation. They can,
however, have a violin box open or a hat
with a ‘Please Donate’ sign. It’s tightly
constrained as to how you can do it.”
Panhandling is still prohibited
in Carbondale.
Monty said musicians will
create a vibrant atmosphere for
downtown Carbondale and show an
appreciation for artists.
“I’ve lived in Carbondale for over
40 years and street musicians have
always been a part of downtown,”
he said. “They bring atmosphere
to people and show art in different
cultural forms. It’s been welcome for
decades and is a historical part of
Carbondale. If people want to sing
while they’re walking down the street
and they’re not disturbing those
around them or traffic, then why not
let them share their talent.”
Adie Applegate can be reached at
aapplegate@dailyegyptian,
on twitter@adisonapple
or 536-3311 ext.251

Remembering Shirley Temple’s moments
SUSAN KING
Los Angeles Times
Shirley Temple Black, 85, who died Monday
at her home in Woodside, Calif., sang and danced
away Depression-era blues in a series of 1930s
heartwarming musicals.
Some of the top composers of the day including
Richard Whiting, Harry Revel, Mack Gordon and
Jimmy McHugh penned the songs for her uplifting
films. She worked alongside legendary performers such
as song-and-dance-man Bill “Bojangles” Robinson,
Alice Faye, Jack Haley, Bert Lahr, Joan Davis, Buddy
Ebsen and Frank Morgan.
Temple’s best known songs are “On the Good Ship
Lollipop” from 1934’s “Bright Eyes,” and “Animal
Crackers in My Soup” from 1935’s “Curly Top,” but
her films were filled with memorable tunes, including:
“Baby, Take a Bow”: Temple is at her most adorable
performing this tune from one of her earliest films,
1934’s “Stand Up and Cheer!”
“When I Grow Up”: This delightful little tune from
“Curly Temple” has been overshadowed by “Animal
Crackers,” but it’s one of the highlights of the film.
“Polly Wolly Doodle”: Temple’s best on-screen
musical partner was Robinson. A tap virtuoso, the
veteran star seemed to bring out the best in Temple
in the 1935 film “The Littlest Rebel,” which included
the traditional tune “Polly Wolly Doodle” and their

“Turkey in the Straw” tap-dance routine.
“My Old Kentucky Home”: Temple and Robinson are
at their best in this classic tap routine on the stairs set to
Stephen Foster’s standard in 1935’s “The Little Colonel.”
“At the Cod Fish Ball”: Though the 1936 movie
“Captain January” drips with sentimentality, the
movie is worth watching for this happy-go-lucky
number between the diminutive actress and the tall,
lanky Ebsen. The film also features Temple performing
the sweet ballad “The Right Somebody to Love.”
“When I’m With You”: The 1936 musical comedy
“Poor Little Rich Girl,” which also starred Haley and
Faye, is a treasure trove of songs and dance routines
including the show-stopping “Military Man.”
“Goodnight, My Love”: Temple and co-star Faye get
to sing this lovely ballad in 1936’s “Stowaway.”
“Come and Get Your Happiness”: Temple
performs this uplifting tune in 1938’s “Rebecca of
Sunnybrook Farm.”
“Swing Me an Old-Fashioned Tune”: Temple
performs this peppy song in the otherwise forgettable
1938 film “Little Miss Broadway.”
“I’d Love to Walk in the Rain”: Temple and
Robinson are reunited for this upbeat number from
1938’s “Just Around the Corner.”
“Fifth Avenue”: “Young People” was a box office failure in
1940, but the musical melodrama features this terrific song
performed by Temple and veterans Jack Oakie and Charlotte
Greenwood. The trio also shine in “Tra-La-La-La.”
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Workers prepare the course for the ladies’ ski slopestyle Tuesday at the Rosa Khutor Extreme Park
during the Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia.

Balmy winter weather forces
Sochi officials to tap snow reserve
WILLIAMDOUGLAS
BARBRA BARRETT
Associated Press
SOCHI, Russia — The motto
for the 2014 Winter Olympics is
“Hot. Cool. Yours.” Unfortunately,
it is getting a little too hot in
subtropical Sochi.
After Monday’s temperatures
reached the balmy upper 50s and
Tuesday’s temps appeared headed
toward that direction, Russian
officials went with Plan B and broke

out snow stored from last winter.
They applied it to courses that
needed it at the mountain venues in
Krasnaya Polyana.
“I cannot tell you how much. I
just don’t know,” said Aleksandra
Kosterina, spokeswoman for Sochi
2014 in an article from Olympic
News Service. “I mean, I don’t know
the specifics but I know that we did.”
Some athletes were appreciative.
“It’s nice out,” joked USA
snowboarder Shaun White. “The
sun’s out. I don’t know what the

temperature is.”
It was about 40 degrees Fahrenheit,
and fans were crunching by in slush.
White said the post-grooming
halfpipe was in much better condition
during official qualifying runs Tuesday
than it had been during the informal
training on previous days. “I’m so
thankful for that,” White said.
Temperatures dropped as night fell
on the halfpipe finals Tuesday, and
Seamus O’Connor of Ireland said the
snow was better because the bottom
of the pipe had re-frozen.
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37 Boxing match
38 __ Worth, TX
40 Weaving
frames
41 Elapse, as time
43 __ on; demand
44 West Point
students
46 Aviator

47
48
49
50
52
53
55
56
57
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Reach across
Unsullied
Crawling bugs
Competent
Zits
Mrs. Truman
Pork product
Tavern order
By way of
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SEYPLE
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TOBNUT
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DOWN
1 Grand __;
bridge coup
2 Residence
3 Generous
4 Pigsty
5 Keep bugging
6 Watchful
7 Food fish
8 Mischief maker
9 Part of a sock
10 Dim-__; stupid
11 Dope; lowdown
12 Astonish
13 Opening
19 Spanish port
21 Lubricates
24 Has debts
25 Sworn promise
26 Uninteresting
27 Transistor __
28 Uncle Ben’s
product
29 Stimulating
30 Actress Della
32 Cots and bunks
33 Fail to keep up
35 Unwanted
garden growth
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ACROSS
1 One of many in
a mall
5 Traditional
nun’s wear
10 “When you __
upon a star...”
14 Easy stride
15 Remembered
Texas mission
16 Ran __;
encountered
17 Final word of a
prayer
18 Wellmannered
20 Fellows
21 Crew members
22 Make amends
23 Lift with a
crane
25 Lyrical work
26 Noisy fights
28 Commando
31 Word in the
names of most
bowling alleys
32 Intensive aerial
bombing
34 Unused
36 Puts in
37 Miami __, FL
38 Get away
39 Go quickly
40 Henry Cabot
__
41 Self-assurance
42 Disgusting
44 Sculpted
45 Forget-me-__;
blue flower
46 Adhesive
47 Sudden muscle
contraction
50 Assists
51 Capture
54 Like an action
for which one
incurs a
penalty
57 Sinful habit
58 Linkletter and
Carney
59 Dole out
60 Hotels
61 Robin’s home
62 Track events
63 Grows old
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BUILD
ONION
SAVAGE
COWARD
Jumbles:
Jumbles:
PANTS
PURGE
BANISH
DEPICT
Tuesday’s
Saturday’s
Jumbles: PANTS
PURGE
BANISH
DEPICT
Yesterday’s
Yesterday’s
Before
deciding
on a new
stereo system, he
Answer: After
the
rope
broke,
he
—
Answer:
Answers:
Answer: After the rope broke, he —
wanted to get this — SOUND ADVICE
SNAPPED
SNAPPED

Aries — Today is a 5 — Postpone
a financial discussion. Wait for a
quiet, peaceful moment. Spend
more time on love today and
tomorrow. There’s no need to buy
toys. Have fun with what’s at hand.

Cancer — Today is an 8 — It’s
not a good time to argue, but do
stand firm. Rules simplify things.
You’re entering a potentially quite
profitable two-day phase. Work
smart, and turn on the self-discipline.

Libra — Today is a 6 — People
depend on you. You’re focused on
generating money. Don’t throw it
around blindly. Home could get
uncomfortable. An emotional
reaction could arise.

Capricorn — Today is a 7—Costs
overruns could throw some surprises.
Stick to your budget, and finish the
work. Make big changes today and
tomorrow, without spending money.
Entertain creative suggestions.

Taurus — Today is a 7 —
Handle disagreements in private.
Enforce household rules today and
tomorrow. Choose solid directions
over ephemeral. Study with
quiet discipline. Check out a new
neighborhood establishment.
Gemini — Today is an 8 — You
can be easily exploited now. A
competitor’s impressed by the skills
you’ve acquired. Think things out
carefully before taking action. Stay
persistent, despite breakdowns.

Leo — Today is a 6 — Prioritize
responsibilities, and get into action.
You’re stronger, but the inspection
continues. Exceptional patience is
required. If one door closes, do more
planning and research.

Scorpio — Today is a 7 —
Choose love over money to increase
satisfaction. Figure out how to make
it happen. You’ll have to report on
your activities over the next few days.
Discipline is required.

Virgo — Today is a 6 —Work
interferes with a fun diversion.
Finish up what you’ve promised
today and tomorrow. Advise
frugality and simplicity.

Sagittarius — Today is a 6 — Today
and tomorrow are good for financial
planning. Find a new option to high
costs. Add to your savings instead.
Postpone expansion, distracted by a
beneficial development. Don’t gamble.

Aquarius — Today is an 8 —
Review tactics and find out what you’re
doing the hard way. You’re gaining
skills, even if money’s tight. Consult
with partners over the next few days.
Spend time in the sun. Spend only
what is necessary.
Pisces — Today is a 6 —
Turn your attention toward work today
and tomorrow. Don’t give up on a
thwarted intention. Invest in efficiency.
Research for the best quality.
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Undefeated Shockers short circuit Salukis
TYLERDIXON
Daily Egyptian
For 37 minutes, the Salukis made
it a game but the Shockers put the
Missouri Valley Conference on
notice Tuesday and laid claim to
the longest winning streak to open
a season since the Memphis Tigers
went 26-0 in 2007-2008.
Wichita State University (26-0,
13-0) was able to hit shots when it
mattered to beat the Salukis (10-16,
6-7) 78-67 in Wichita, Kan.
Sophomore guard Anthony
Beane continued to score; Beane
had his fifth-straight game of at least
20 points. He finished with 25 on
10 of 19 shooting with 14 points
coming in the first half.
SIU lead 33-32 at the half and
shot 46 percent from the field at the
midway point.

W

ichita State's men and women's team have the bestcombined record in the country with 46-2, which puts
them ahead of schools like the University of Connecticut, the
University of Gonzaga, the University of Louisville and
Duke University.
Source: ESPN
Along with Beane’s stellar game,
two other Salukis scored in double
figures. Senior Desmar Jackson and
sophomore Jalen Pendleton each
finished with 13 points. Jackson led
the team with seven rebounds while
grabbing two steals.
Pendleton went to the charity
stripe 12 times in the loss, but
was only able to convert on seven
attempts. Pendleton had the worst
plus/minus of any Saluki at -19.
While Pendleton was on the court,
the Shockers outscored SIU by
19 points.

The Salukis had the edge on the
boards in the first half, 19-16, but
Wichita State was more aggressive
in the second and was able switch
the statistic in their favor. SIU had
29 rebounds to WSU’s 32 when the
final buzzer sounded.
There was a disparity in fouls in
the game as well. SIU was called for
22 fouls while 16 were called on the
Shockers. Jackson fouled out late
in the game while freshmen Bola
Olaniyan, Sean O’Brien and Tyler
Smithpeters each finished the game
with four fouls.

The Shockers were able to hit 24
of 32 free throw attempts while the
Salukis finished a disappointing 14
of 24 from the line.
WSU sophomore Ron Baker led
his team with 19 points and hit three
3-pointers. Preseason MVC Player
of the Year, senior Cleanthony Early
finished with 18 points and was 11
of 12 from the free-throw line.
The Shockers had five players
with at least 10 points and the
Wichita State bench outscored
SIU 26-14.
Wichita State lived and died by

the 3-pointer. They attempted 27
in the win and were able to hit
eight. Hitting 8 of 11 shots from
beyond the arc was one of the
positives the Salukis can take away
from the game.
Wichita State’s men and women’s
team have the best-combined
record in the country with 46-2,
which puts them ahead of schools
like the University of Connecticut,
the University of Gonzaga, the
University of Louisville and
Duke University.
With the loss, SIU fell out of a
four-way tie for third place in the
MVC and is sitting in sixth place
with five games remaining, three of
which will be away from SIU Arena.
The Salukis continue their road
trip Saturday against the Sycamores
of Indiana State University. SIU
beat ISU 79-60 Jan. 29.

Women’s lacrosse looks to become official club

TYLER DAVIS
Daily Egyptian

With more than 40 sport clubs,
the Recreation Center has a lot to
offer students, from quidditch to club
baseball, and everything in between.
Ultimate Frisbee and club basketball
are staples on campus and have been
around for decades, while others, like
women’s lacrosse and the skateboarding
club, are just getting their start.
Groups with enough interested
members are required to fill out an
application and go through a process
involving the Sport Club Executive
Board to make sure they have the
resources and membership necessary
to start a club.
Assistant Director of Intramural Sports
and Sport Clubs Shane Bennett, said
sometimes one club branches off into two.
“Our women’s ultimate Frisbee
club broke away from the men’s side
because they were a co-rec team and
they developed their own,” he said.
“They had enough participation on the
women’s side to where they could create
their own club.”
Bennett said there is nothing wrong
with a club starting this way, as long
as there is an active league for the
prospective club to join.
While this is not the most common
way clubs are formed, the process does
not change. There is still a period when
the club must prove it can sustain success,
Johnathan Flowers, president of the
Sport Club Executive Board, said. The
club executive board oversees new clubs
and changes to club procedures, and is
composed of all the sports clubs officials.
“As president of the Sport Club
Executive Board, I meet the new clubs
with the executive board itself when
they come in and present for their
approval,” Flowers said.
This presentation involves detailing
the workings of the proposed clubs
including setting up meeting times,
projected membership and facilities
needed for meetings or practices.
To begin the process, students have a
couple of hoops to jump through.
“They need ten members, they need
a constitution and they need a faculty
adviser,” Flowers said. This is to ensure
the potential club has the support and
determination needed to be successful.
Then the club will present in front of
Flowers and the board.
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Jess Stapleton, a senior from Naperville studying health education, guards Ruth Ann Suddarth, a senior from O’Fallon, Mo., studying
geography and environmental resources, during a women’s ultimate Frisbee practice in Davies Gymnasium Tuesday. Established in 2010
after splitting from the men’s team, the women’s club is halfway through their fourth season. A group of women’s lacrosse players, which
had a similar start, will soon finish the process of becoming a recognized sports club.
“Basically, we get a feel for what the
club wants to do, how they want to do it,
who they are and then we decide whether
or not we should approve them,” he said.
The process of creating and approving
a club is not an easy decision. Club sports
are only allotted a certain amount of
money, so fundraising is left to the club
members. If students want to start a club,
it is a big commitment, Flowers said.
Danielle Moser, a freshman from
Orland Park studying architecture, is
going through the process. Moser is
the president of the newest potential
sport club addition, women’s lacrosse.
Moser played lacrosse in high school
and was offered scholarships to play
at Defiance University in Ohio and
Allegheny University in Pennsylvania,
but came to SIU instead.
“When I came here, I found out that
there was no girls’ lacrosse team here,

which kind of bummed me out,” she said.
“[Some girls] actually started practicing
with the boys’ team for a while.”
Moser said some members of the
men’s lacrosse team have encouraged
her and sophomore Nicole Brodeur to
start a women’s lacrosse team.
“They were so open and they wanted
us to join because they wanted a girls’
team also so the sport would be more
recognized,” she said.
Moser said she in the final steps
of the process, but has not been
given confirmation.
“We also had a meeting with the
Sport Clubs Executive Board,” she
said. “We went and talked to them the
other day and had to tell them how we
were going to get equipment, financial
support, future plans, all that stuff.”
Flowers said confirmation for the new
club should be coming soon.

“We just need to make sure they
know all the things they need to be doing
as a sport club,” he said. “We met with
them last week and they’ve been working
closely with men's lacrosse to get their
feet under them.”
Flowers said when they become
official, they still do not have the full
leeway other clubs have. They will
be in a testing period while the board
monitors their progress, as is custom
with all other sport clubs.
“When we approve a club, it’s with
certain restrictions as based in our sport
clubs manual,” he said. “We put clubs
on probation for a year to see how they're
doing, to see if they can maintain that
critical mass of members and that forwards
momentum that got them started.”
After that, Flowers said they are on
their own, but still have to maintain the
membership and the excitement the

club created in the first place. Flowers
said active membership is key to any
club’s success.
“A club can stand and fall on how well
the officers and its members do their job,”
he said. “If your president, treasurer and
secretary aren’t on top of your funding,
your membership and your room
reservations, then your club will suffer.”
Flowers said he does not foresee that
being an issue for the women’s lacrosse
team because of the excitement of its
members and officials to get started.
“We expect them to be active,” he
said. “The president and vice president
seem passionate about their sport and
dedicated to keeping the club going.”
Flowers and Moser said the team
is recruiting new members and will
hold informational meetings later this
semester, and plans to schedule matches
next semester.

SPORTS

For live updates of all Saluki sports
follow @DEsalukis

Page 12 DE
Wednesday, February 11, 2014

Salukis hope to end Missouri State’s run

AARON GRAFF
Daily Egyptian
The Saluki women’s swimming and
diving team has prepared all season for
this weekend.
SIU will host the Missouri Valley
Conference swimming and diving
championships at the Edward J. Shea
Natatorium in the Recreation Center.
Preliminaries start Thursday at 11 a.m.
and the events will be spread out until
Saturday.
The women’s team finished third
in the tournament last season behind
Illinois State University and Missouri
State University, which won the previous
six MVC titles in swimming and diving.
The Saluki women lost to the Bears by
two points during the fall tournament in
Springfield, Mo.
Freshman Sarah James said two points
in swimming is not much, and the
Salukis will have an advantage swimming
in their own pool with parents and fans
in the stands to cheer them on.
“We swim in this pool every day,”
she said. “Whenever you’re racing in the
same pool you’re training in, you know
it like the back of your hand.”
Coach Rick Walker said despite being
at home, the Salukis do not have an edge
in the tournament. He said even though
everyone can come and go at their own
leisure and will get to sleep in their own
bed, the team has to contribute a large
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Junior freestyle swimmer Mardi Buchanan, a junior from Overland Park, Kan., practices the backstroke
Tuesday during practice in the Edward J Shea Natatorium. The Salukis will host the Missouri Valley Conference
championships Friday and Saturday. The SIU women’s swim team last won the tournament in 2007.
amount of time running the meet.
“Other coaches get to walk in on
deck and remain 100 percent focused
on their team,” he said. “We go through

the meet partially distracted at times.”
Walker said this year’s team is one of
the best prepared for the tournament,
and they are hungry to win.

“Missouri State doesn’t scare us,” he
said. “Illinois State doesn’t scare us. If
anybody should be scared, they should be
scared because we’ve got nothing to lose.”

The team trained in Puerto Rico
during winter break and freshman
Kristina Ksarjian said since the training,
the team thinks it can do anything.
“We’ve put in all the hard work,” she
said. “We’ve got a great chance to win.”
This will be the first conference
tournament for Ksarjian and James. James
said her teammates, who have competed
in the tournament before, told her words
could not describe how exciting it is.
“It’s a whole new experience,” she
said. “We’re seeded really well this year. I
think it’s going to be exciting and totally
different than something that I’ve ever
done before.”
SIU will have one more school vying
for the top spot this year. The University
of Arkansas-Little Rock joined the
conference in swimming earlier this
season. The Salukis beat the Trojans
177-60 in January.
The Salukis have faced every conference
opponent this season except Northern
Iowa University. They have beaten
Evansville University twice, and competed
against Illinois State in the Saluki Miler.
Walker said the team is getting
excited as a group, which can be huge to
the team’s success.
“The best thing we can do is come in
and be fighters,” he said.
Full coverage of the tournament will be
on the MVC website and live-tweeted
from @DEsalukis on twitter.

