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MISSION STATEMENT

The Damy EcypriaN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary

and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

€€ This system was designed for plain vanilla loans, and we were trying to push
chocolate sundaes through the gears. 27

Marc Gott
a former director in Fannie Mae’s loan servicing department.

SPRINGFIELD FROM 145

Public Policy Institute director
leaves an office with a view

BARTON LORIMOR

barton.lorimor
@sjude.com

Mike Lawrence truly has an office
with a view.

Sprinkled across Lawrence’s walls
are 27 photographs of him with signifi-
cant state and national political figures.
Within the coming weeks, those pho-
tos will be boxed up and taken off cam-
pus as he prepares to retire from his
position as director of the Paul Simon
Public Policy Institute
on Nov. 1.

Lawrence’s mod-
esty kept his pres-
ence from being well

known among SIUC

political junkies. But OUI mentor found of Lawrence

those of us who did
find him and called
him our mentor found
ourselves wanting to
make him proud of us
like a father would be
of a son.

SIUC has lost
several of those “old
guard professors” such as Lawrence,
who we expected to be there whenever
we needed advice, a phone number for

But those of us
who did find him
and called him  the

ourselves want-
ing to make him
proud of us like
a father would be
of a son.

a policy specialist, a good historical
account of the old days to cheer us up
after an article did not go the way we
wanted or just an ear that would hear
our opinion.

Even if his schedule was full,
Lawrence’s door was always open to
the students who sought him. That has
been true for his whole career, accord-
ing to former colleagues.

Front and center is a photo of
Lawrence with the late Sen. Paul
Simon, a former SIUC faculty member.
Simon, a Makanda Democrat, asked
Lawrence to move from Springfield to
Carbondale and assist him in organiz-
ing the institute in 1997. When Simon
died unexpectedly five years later,
Lawrence was appoint-
ed to be his successor as
the institute’s director.

Not far  from
photo-
graph is an older one
stand-

Simon

ing with then-Illinois
Secretary of State Jim
Edgar in 1990. In the
photo, Lawrence and
Edgar are standing
outside a private jet the
administration used to
travel across the state
announcing Edgar’s
candidacy for governor. When the bid
was successful, Lawrence was hired
as Edgar’s press secretary and senior

policy adviser. Lawrence stayed in that
position until he came to SIUC.

Former Edgar Chief of Staff Kirk
Dillard, now a state Senator from
Hinsdale, said in a previous Dairy
EcypTiaN article that when Lawrence
voiced his opinion at Edgar’s staff
meetings, everyone listened.

On the opposite end of Lawrence’s
office is a newspaper article announc-
ing his decision to resign as Lee
Enterprises’ Springfield bureau chief
to accept the same position with the
Chicago Sun-Times. Lawrence’s career
began in newspapers. He was already
a respected reporter and editor when
he moved to Springfield, but remained
true with his syndicated column, which
appeared in 40 newspapers until 2006.

Several of his former colleagues
in the Capitol’s press room have said
Lawrence was one of the best bosses
they ever had because of how he han-
dled people and the job.

Lawrence has said he plans to
resume writing that column after his
November retirement.

There are a handful of those old
guard professors still on campus, pro-
viding students with their infinite
wisdom, but for how much longer?
Students should take the chance to get
to know the wisened professors in their
departments before it is too late.

Lorimor is a sophomore studying

Journalism and political science.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PETA and cannibalism

DEAR EDITOR:

The Day EcypriaNs Monday article titled “I scream, you
scream ...” about PETA lobbying ice cream makers to replace the
cow’s milk in their product with human breast milk perfectly illus-
trates the buck-wild, Soylent Green-gobbling absurdity of the animal
rights movement. In many cases, animal rights activists seem far more
concerned about the lives of animals than those of human beings.

The modern left — home to most of the animal welfare com-
munity — almost unanimously supports “morning after” contracep-
tion, abortion, partial-birth abortion and other medical techniques
harmful to human embryos. Statistically, a slight majority of left-
wing Americans also support selective euthanasia for older persons.
However, U.S. activists seem very concerned about doing harm to
chicken embryos; all vegans and many vegetarians condemn the
eating of eggs. Similarly, the mercy killing of older horses and grey-
hounds is widely denounced. This is ironic, to say the least. Whereas
humans are the thinking species that conceived of utopia — and
could come close to living in it, if we eliminate lingering inequities
— animals are dumb beasts that would live hellish lives in nature if
not for human domestication.

Arguing against the eating of cattle and for the eating of coun-
trymen is, quite literally, nonsensical. In a nation where more than 1
million people are homeless, there are simply worse problems than
whether dairy cows are mistreated. Until animal rights activists rec-
ognize that few people will agree to harm humans in order to avoid
harm to chickens, the movement will be marginalized.

Wilfred Reilly
doctoral candidate in political science

Human resources fire cleanup

DEAR EDITOR:

I would personally like to comment on the professionalism of
all the Plant and Service Operations staff and crafts involved in the
cleanup process from the fire that occurred Sept. 21. I think they
should be commended for a job well done. This was no easy task to
deal with. But the expertise and professionalism came through once
again from all STUC staff involved. Thumbs-up.

Ron Heiple
building services sub-fireman

Gus Bode says: The DE is looking for an editorial cartoonist now and wants
you to apply. A full time position is available immediately.

To apply for a position, fill out an application at the DE office with some
samples of your drawings. If you have questions give us a call, otherwise come
draw for us!

EpiToRriAL PoLicy

Our Word is the consensus of the Daiy Ecyprian Editorial Board on local, national and global issues

affecting the Southern Illinois University community. Viewpoints expressed in columns and letters

to the editor do not necessarily reflect those of the DaiLy Ecvpian.

NoTicE

guest column.

The Daiy Ecypian is a “designated public forum! Student editors have authority to make all content

decisions without censorship or advance approval. We reserve the right to not publish any letter or

SUBMISSIONS

Letters and guest columns must be submitted with author’s contact information, preferably via e-
mail. Phone numbers are required to verify authorship, but will not be published. Letters are limited
to 300 words and columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable. Students must include year and
major. Faculty must include rank and department. Non-academic staff must include position and

department. Others include hometown. Submissions should be sent to voices@siude.com.



