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With calculator and extra pencils nearby, SIUC senior Dennis Luehr works though a practice problem as he studies for his advanced 
accounting final Saturday afternoon at his home. Luehr, a first-generation college student, is the winner of the Ernst and Young Outstanding 
Senior award. The 48-year-old is set to graduate Saturday. 

SIUC senior 
Dennis Luehr 
works though a 
practice problem 
as he studies for 
a final Saturday 
afternoon at his 
home. Luehr went 
to the university in 
the 1980’s before 
leaving after three 
semesters to work 
in a coal mine. 

ANTHONY SOUFFLÉ

DAILY EGYPTIAN

Finalists’ background checks not requested

Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

SIUC officials brought four chan-
cellor hopefuls to campus without 
requesting a background search from 
the firm hired to assist with the 
search, a representative for the firm 
said.

 Joset Wright, vice president for 
the Hollins Group, Inc. — a Chicago-
based search firm hired for $100,000 
to help conduct a nationwide search 
for SIUC’s next chancellor — said 
the firm deals with all the applications 
and scheduling for candidates early 
on in the process, but only talks with 
the people the finalists have put down 

as references on their applications 
until after the four visit campus.

Wright said the firm works on 
what the university that hired them 
tells them to do, and no officials 
have asked for additional infor-
mation, which could include a 
criminal background check and look-
ing into any lawsuits the finalists are 
involved in.

Wright said she would not com-
ment on what other universities have 
asked for in similar searches because 
of client confidentiality. She said it is 

standard protocol to respect the rights 
of the finalists.

“You have to realize that all the 
individuals that have applied are cur-
rently employed, and we don’t go 
around meddling in people’s business 
because all of them are not going to 
be finalists, obviously,” Wright said. 
“There will be one finalist, and it is 
inappropriate to go in and disrupt 
people’s lives if they’re not going to be 
the finalist, and then they have to go 
back to their job.”

Wright said she has not talked to 

SIUC officials about what they may 
ask for regarding background checks, 
and won’t know until the on-site visits 
are completed later this week.

Vice President for Academic 
Affairs John Haller said he has 
worked closely with the Hollins 
Group, and will request a background 
search when SIU President Glenn 
Poshard has determined which of the 
four finalists he is considering for the 
full-time position.

Ex-coal miner excels at SIUC

Alejandro Gonzalez
DAILY EGYPTIAN

When workers in the Zigler 11 
mine were laid off in 2004, Dennis 
Luehr found more than a depressing 
lump of coal. 

He found an opportunity to 
return to SIUC.

In 1980, Luehr left the univer-
sity after three semesters to work 
in a coal mine. He said back then it 
was easier to get jobs without a col-
lege education.

“I worked at the mine for a lot 
of years and made as much or more 
than I could have with accounting,” 
he said.

Thirty-one years after first start-
ing at SIUC, the 48-year-old Luehr 
will graduate Saturday.

Accountancy department direc-
tor Marcus Odom was part of a four-
member committee that chose Luehr 
for the Ernst & Young Outstanding 
senior in accounting award for 

his progress.
Odom said the award was based 

on scholastic achievement and 
activities, and Luehr’s history in 
the mines didn’t come into play in 
the decision.

“It’s based on how they do here. 
He’s an excellent student, there’s just 
no doubt about it,” he said.

Odom said Luehr chose a good 
area of study after the layoff.

“He’s getting an accounting 
degree so he’s set,” he said. “The 
accounting jobs are plentiful.”

Luehr said the path ahead of 
him would be vastly different than 
working in the mines.

“It’s a job, not a career. You do it 
for the money and if you do it for a 
lot of years, it gets old,” he said. “It’s 
not something you really like to do, 
you just do it.”

Luehr said he worked with the 
other 250 coal miners and was an 
electrician for almost nine years. For 
19 years, he worked 210 feet under-
ground with the digging machines. 
He met his wife Audrey in the 
mines during this time.  

Sarah Lohman
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Each college has a list of 
goals to achieve this year to help 
SIUC become one of the top 
75 research institutions in the 
nation, but SIU President Glenn 
Poshard said the number 75 
doesn’t matter.

Southern at 150 — a plan 
initiated by former Chancellor 
Walter Wendler in 2001 and 
developed in cooperation with 
nearly 200 others affiliated with 
the university — has taken sev-
eral blows but hasn’t been forgot-
ten, SIUC interim Chancellor 
John Dunn said.

Each college must report 
yearly on the progress made 
toward their list of goals. 

“That doesn’t mean we’ll 
reach all the goals in the plans, 
but that long range plan is 
still very much in effect,” 
Poshard said.

The National Science 
Foundation determines the list 
of top 75 research institutions. 
The foundation only includes 
sciences such as engineering and 
medicine in its ranking. 

The colleges still have a list 
of goals to strive for, however. 
Poshard said it’s more impor-
tant to be the best research 
institution possible.

“The rankings are moving 
targets and what my concern is 
and what our goal should be is 
to be the very best we can be in 
research, to accomplish, to every 
year get higher and higher in 
our ability as a research-oriented 
university,” Poshard said.

Although the plan was 
approved by the SIU Board of 
Trustees and has been reviewed 
by Poshard, a report done by an 
outside marketing firm conclud-
ed it causes a conflict of interest.

The month before Wendler’s 
November removal, the 
SimpsonScarborough market-
ing firm said the university’s 
goals of being a top 75 research 
institution and serving the local 
community were in conflict and 
should be reexamined.

Poshard: 
Top 75 
doesn’t 
matter

See CHANCELLOR, Page 5

See COAL, Page 3 See SOUTHERN, Page 5

48-year-old to earn 
degree Saturday 

Search firm to wait until Poshard’s 
decision for more extensive inquiry
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Washington

Senate blocks 
bid to allow 
drug imports

WA SH I N G TO N (AP) — The Senate 
effectively killed a bid to allow consumers 
to buy their prescription medicines abroad 
Monday, requiring U.S. officials to certify 
the safety and effectiveness of such drugs.

The certification amendment, passed 
on a 49-40 vote, would require health offi-
cials to do something they have long said 
they cannot.

Because of that, the vote undercut a 
second measure that would permit pre-
scription drug imports from Food and 
Drug Administration-approved sources 
in Canada, Australia, Europe, Japan and 
New Zealand.

The Bush administration opposes 
allowing imports of prescription drugs, 
and the White House had threatened 
a veto.

Washington

Security team sees 
slew of resignations

 WA SH I N G TO N (AP) — Top mem-
bers of President Bush’s national security 
team are leaving in one of the earliest 
waves of departures from a second-term 
administration — nearly two years before 
Bush’s time ends.

As rancor in the nation rises over 
handling of the war in Iraq, at least 20 
senior aides have either retired or resigned 
from important posts at the White House, 
Pentagon and State Department in the 
past six months.

Some have left for lucrative positions 
in the private sector. Some have gone to 
academic or charitable institutions. The lat-
est was Deputy National Security Adviser 
J.D. Crouch, who spoke favorably of Bush’s 
policies as he announced he was leaving 
last week.

Turnover is normal as an administra-
tion nears its end, but “this is a high num-
ber,” said Paul Light, a professor of public 
service at New York University and an 
expert on government.

Michigan

Obama goes after 
auto industry

D E T R O I T (AP) — Democratic presi-
dential candidate Barack Obama on 
Monday faulted U.S. automakers for fail-
ing to do what foreign manufacturers 
have accomplished in producing fuel-
efficient vehicles.

Uttering words not often spoken in 
Detroit, Obama said U.S. energy policy 
must change in order to help domes-
tic automakers answer the rising global 
demand for efficient autos.

“For years, while foreign competitors 
were investing in more fuel-efficient tech-
nology for their vehicles, American auto-
makers were spending their time investing 
in bigger, faster cars,” the Illinois senator 
told business and political leaders.

Obama said his plan encourages 
domestic automakers to make fuel-effi-
cient hybrid vehicles by giving them 
health care assistance for retirees. Federal 
financial assistance would cover 10 per-
cent — up to $7 billion — of automakers’ 
annual legacy health care costs through 
2017, under Obama’s plan, which would 
require automakers to invest at least half of 
their health care savings into technology to 
produce fuel-efficient cars.

Kansas

Survivor found in 
tornado rubble

G R EENSB U R G , Kan. (AP) — Rescue 
teams searching the rubble that was once 
Greensburg found two more victims and 
a survivor, raising the death toll from a 
powerful tornado that largely obliterated 
the small town to at least 10, authorities 
said Monday.

The massive tornado, an enhanced F-5 
with wind estimated at 205 mph, was part 
of a weekend of violent storms that tore 
across the Plains and were also blamed for 
two other deaths in Kansas.

Little remained standing in Greensburg 
Monday but the grain elevator, as the 
town’s 1,500 residents were allowed back 
in to check their property. The tornado 
demolished every business on the main 
street. Churches lost their steeples, trees 
were stripped of their branches, and 
neighborhoods were flattened. Officials 
estimate as much as 95 percent of the 
town was destroyed.

One of the latest victims was found 
under debris in the middle of town, city 
administrator Steve Hewitt said. The other 
body was pulled from a nearby lake.

State dinner features British touches

Ravi Nessman  
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGH DAD — Suicide 
bombers killed 13 people in a pair 
of attacks Monday around the 
Sunni Arab city of Ramadi in what 
local officials said was part of a 
power struggle between al-Qaida 
and tribes that have broken with 
the terror network.

In all, at least 68 people were 
killed or found dead nationwide 
Monday, police said. They included 
the bullet-riddled bodies of 30 men 
found in Baghdad — the apparent 
victims of sectarian death squads.

All but two were found in west 
Baghdad, including 17 in the Amil 
neighborhood where Sunni politi-
cians have complained of renewed 
attacks by Shiite militiamen, said 
a police official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
he was not supposed to release 
those details.

Sunni complaints prompted 
the country’s Sunni vice president 
to threaten to leave the Shiite-
dominated government unless 
key unspecified amendments to 
the constitution are not made by 
May 15.

The power struggle among the 
Sunnis, which surfaced last year, 

could prove decisive in the U.S. 
campaign to win over significant 
portions of the Sunni community, 
which has formed the bedrock of 
the insurgency.

The first of the Ramadi area 
attacks happened about noon in a 
market on the northwest outskirts 
of the city, killing eight people 
and wounding 13, said police Col. 
Tariq Youssef.

About 15 minutes later, police 
at a nearby checkpoint spotted a 
second car bomb and opened fire, 
but the driver was able to deto-
nate the vehicle, Youssef said. Five 
people, including two policemen, 
were killed and 12 were wounded, 
Youssef said.

The attacks occurred in areas 
controlled by the Anbar Salvation 
Council, an alliance of Sunni tribes 
formed last year to drive al-Qaida 
from the area. Council officials 
blamed the attacks on al-Qaida.

“They committed this crime 
because we have identified their 
hideouts and we are chasing them,” 
said Sheik Jabbar Naif al-Dulaimi.

In a Web statement Monday, 
an al-Qaida front organization, 
the Islamic State of Iraq, warned 
Sunnis against joining the govern-
ment security forces — a move sup-
ported by the Salvation Council.

Heidi Vogt   
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

M B A N G A - P O N G O , 
Cameroon — Investigators 
focused Monday on the possibil-
ity a Kenya Airways jetliner lost 
power in both engines during 
a storm just after 
takeoff and was 
trying to glide back 
to the airport when 
it plunged into a 
mangrove swamp 
12 miles from 
the runway.

All 114 people 
on board were killed 
in the crash, offi-
cials in this West 
African nation said 
after picking their 
way along a muddy path to the site 
strewn with pieces of metal, bodies 
and shoes.

After being delayed an hour by 
storms, the Kenya-bound Boeing 
737-800 sent a distress signal 
shortly after takeoff from Douala 
early Saturday, then lost contact 11 
to 13 minutes later. It took search-
ers more than 40 hours to find the 
wreckage, most of it submerged in 

murky orange-brown water and 
concealed by a canopy of trees.

“The plane fell head first. Its 
nose was buried in the mangrove 
swamp,” said Thomas Sobakam, 
chief of meteorology for the 
Douala airport. He said the jet 
disintegrated on impact.

There were no 
survivors, said Luc 
Ndjodo, a local offi-
cial. “We assume 
that a large part of 
the plane is under 
water. I saw only 
pieces.”

A coast guard 
officer, Capt. Francis 
Ekosso, said late 
Monday that one 
of the two flight 
recorders had been 

found, a development that could 
help investigators determine what 
happened to Flight 507. He did 
not know the device’s condition or 
whether it was the data recorder or 
the cockpit voice recorder.

Officials said it was too early 
to tell what caused the crash, 
but investigators concentrated on 
the stormy weather as a possible 
contributor.

Sixty-eight killed or 
found dead in Iraq

Crews investigate 
engine failure

‘‘We assume 
that a 

large part of 
the plane  is 
under water. I 
saw only pieces. 
 

— Luc Ndjodo
a local offical

Queen 
Elizabeth II 
of England 
greeted by  
U.S. Secretary 
of State 
Condoleezza 
Rice as she is 
welcomed by 
U.S. President 
George W. Bush 
and first lady 
Laura Bush in 
ceremony on the 
South Lawn of 
the White House 
on Monday in 
Washington, D.C. 

GEORGE BRIDGES
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

Jennifer Loven
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N G T O N  — 
Washington turned out adoring 
schoolchildren and ladies in hats 
for Queen Elizabeth II’s visit. The 
White House laid on special touch-
es, too, at President Bush’s first-
ever white-tie state dinner to honor 
America’s closest ally and make the 
queen feel welcome.

The centuries-old vermeil flat-
ware and candelabras came from 
a London silversmith. A made-of-
sugar replica of the queen’s 1953 
coronation rose graced the cake. 
English farmhouse cheeses accom-
panied the salad course.

And the traditional “special 
guest” invited only at the last min-
ute was sure to be of interest to an 
avid horse enthusiast such as the 

queen: Calvin Borel, the jockey who 
rode Street Sense to victory in the 
Kentucky Derby this weekend with 
the royals in attendance.

On the other hand, there was 
the president suggesting Queen 
Elizabeth was over 230 years old.

The president’s slip of the tongue 
during welcoming speeches was 
inadvertent, of course, and quickly 
smoothed over with humor. But 
it wasn’t exactly the flawless effort 
Bush had hoped would erase mem-
ories of the “talking hat” episode 
during the queen’s last U.S. visit. (In 
1991, during Bush’s father’s admin-
istration, a too tall lectern left the 
audience able to see only the queen’s 
hat behind microphones.)

The queen, a sprightly 81, gave 
an embarrassed Bush a gracious nod 
after he suggested she had celebrated 
the United States’ founding in 1776. 

He meant to say she had attended 
1976 bicentennial festivities.

“She gave me a look that only a 
mother could give a child,” the presi-
dent quipped, earning a reserved 
chuckle from his guest.

Later, Laura Bush made her own 
minor calendar mistake. She flubbed 
the year that she and her husband 
attended the state dinner hosted 
by President George H.W. Bush in 
honor of the queen, saying it was 
in 1993.

The president and the queen 
took markedly different approaches 
to their formal remarks.

Bush focused on the partner-
ship between the United States and 
Britain in Iraq and against terrorism. 
In just four minutes, he mentioned 
“freedom” and “liberty” seven times. 
“Your majesty, I appreciate your 
leadership during these times of 

danger and decision,” he said.
By contrast, the queen said her 

fifth journey to the United States 
was an occasion to “step back from 
our current preoccupations.”

Gaffes aside, the day had the 
White House at its freshly painted 
best and brought excitement inside 
and outside its gates.

Under lampposts adorned with 
the two countries’ flags, throngs 
hoping for a rare glimpse of roy-
alty lined Pennsylvania Avenue for 
much of the day. Hats of all shapes 
bobbed down the street.

Mrs. Bush insisted that the presi-
dent was enthusiastic about wear-
ing white tie and tails — though 
admittedly after being persuaded 
by his wife and secretary of state, 
Condoleezza Rice, to elevate the 
dinner to that exalted level in the 
first place.
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CORRECTIONS

If you spot an error, please contact the 
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311, 
ext. 253.

CALENDAR

Submit calendar items to the 
DAILY EGYPTIAN newsroom, 
Communications 1247, at least 
two days before event, or call 
536-3311, ext. 266.

The calendar is a free service for 
community groups. We cannot 
guarantee that all items will run.

POLICE REPORTS
There are no items to report today.

Clinton won’t concede Chicago to Obama
CHICAGO (AP) — Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton, who 

grew up in the Chicago suburbs, said Monday she isn’t conceding the state to one of her 
chief rivals, Illinois Sen. Barack Obama.

It’s typical for presidential candidates to try to poach support from each other’s home 
states and Obama regularly steps out on Clinton’s turf in New York, aggressively fundrais-
ing and courting voters. On a trip there last month, Obama and other presidential hope-
fuls, including Clinton, addressed a civil rights group founded by the Rev. Al Sharpton to 
woo black voters, a key voting bloc for the Democratic party.

The Obama camp declined to respond to Clinton’s comments, but “Senator 
Obama welcomes Senator Clinton to Chicago,” his spokeswoman Jen Psaki said in an 
e-mailed statement.

Clinton will be back in Chicago again next week to pick up some campaign cash. A 
fundraiser by some in the legal community was postponed Monday so she said she could 
go back to Washington to work on a bill involving food and drug safety.

Her trip this time also included a luncheon address to a group that provides residential 
care for young people and breakfast with Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley, who already 
has endorsed Obama.

If elected, Obama would be the nation’s first black president. Clinton has enjoyed 
strong support in the black community, as did her husband, former President Bill Clinton.

MacMurray College picks first female president
JACKSONVILLE (AP) — MacMurray College has chosen its first woman president in 

the central Illinois school’s 161-year history.
Colleen Hester, 55, will take over this fall from Lawrence Bryan, who is retiring after 10 

years as president of the private, four-year liberal arts college in Jacksonville.
Hester, a licensed psychologist, currently is vice president of strategic planning, institu-

tional research and evaluation at the University of St. Thomas in Houston.
She was the unanimous pick of MacMurray trustees, who considered 60 applicants 

and selected Hester from among four finalists, the college said Sunday in a statement.
“We wanted to find someone with the skills needed to lead the college, but also some-

one who could fit in with all the intangible qualities that make MacMurray a special place,” 
trustee John Blythe said. “We found that person.”

Around 700 students are enrolled at the college, about 30 miles west of Springfield. 
The school is affiliated with the United Methodist Church.

Man dies in explosion at parking garage
LAS VEGAS (AP) — A device left in a casino parking garage exploded early Monday, 

killing a man who tried to pick it up off the top of his car, authorities said.
The device exploded shortly after 4 a.m. on the second floor of a parking garage 

behind the Luxor hotel-casino, said Officer Bill Cassell, a police spokesman. He declined to 
describe the device, but said initial reports that it was inside a backpack were wrong.

The blast was not a terrorist act but an apparent murder of a man who worked at a 
business inside the hotel, he said, adding that the case was being investigated as “a homi-
cide with an unusual weapon.”

No threat had been made against the Luxor, Cassell said.
“We believe the victim of this event was the intended target,” Cassell said. He said 

another person who was with the man narrowly escaped injury.
Gordon Absher, a spokesman for MGM Mirage Inc., which owns the Luxor, said the 

victim was not a company employee.
Aerial video showed no apparent damage to the parking structure, where entrances 

were blocked while police, firefighters and federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives agents investigated.

Woman guilty of hiring men to kill baby
CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) — A woman was convicted Monday of hiring a hit 

squad to murder her lover’s baby daughter, ending a trial that had dominated headlines 
for months with details of South Africa’s first known contract killing of an infant.

Dina Rodrigues was found guilty of murder for orchestrating the June 2005 kill-
ing of 6-month-old Jordan-Leigh Norton — her then-boyfriend’s child from a 
previous relationship.

Cheers erupted as the verdict was read in the packed Cape Town court room, where 
Norton family supporters wore pink in sympathy with the victim. Jordan’s body, still 
dressed in pink, was found in a drain in Pretoria.

High Court Judge Basheer Waglay also convicted four men of murder and robbery in 
the case.

The four had been hired by Rodrigues for a total of $1,500 to commit the crime, 
and posed as delivery men to gain access to the home of Jordan’s grandparents, 
prosecutors said.

They stabbed the infant in the neck and tried to make the murder look like a botched 
robbery, prosecutors said.

Rodrigues’ lawyer argued that it had been an attempted kidnapping gone wrong.
But the judge rejected the argument, noting testimony from the baby’s father, Neil 

Wilson, that Rodrigues had phoned him to tell him she got rid of the baby.

Misdiagnosed man sues after using savings
LONDON (AP) — A man who spent his life savings after being told he had months 

to live is seeking compensation after doctors in Britain conceded they had got the 
diagnosis wrong.

John Brandrick, 62, was told two years ago that he had terminal pancreatic cancer. He 
decided to spend his remaining time in style, quitting his job and spending his savings on 
hotels, restaurants and holidays.

A year later, doctors at the Royal Cornwall Hospital in southwest England revised their 
diagnosis: Brandrick was suffering from pancreatitis, a nonfatal ailment.

“My life has been turned upside down by this,” Brandrick said. “I was told certainly, by 
the doctor, that I had cancer, and from that day I lived life in full.

“I was told I had limited time to live. I got rid of everything — my car, my 
clothes, everything.”

Brandrick said he did not want to take the hospital to court, “but if they have made the 
wrong decision they should pay me something back.”

The hospital said there was “no clear evidence of negligence” on its part.
“Whilst we do sympathize with Mr. Brandrick’s position, clinical review of his case has 

not revealed that any different diagnosis would have been made at the time based on the 
same evidence,” a spokesman said on customary condition of anonymity.

Individualized 
Learning Program 
extended hours
• Now through Friday 
• Last available time to schedule is 
5:30 p.m. To schedule, call 618-536-7751

From Dark to Night: 
Photographic Projects 
by Emeritus Professor 
Charles A. Swedlund 
• 8 a.m to 5 p.m. until June 30 at the 
Dunn-Richmond Economic and Regional 
Development Center Art Atrium, 
150 E. Pleasant Hill Road

AccuWeather® 7-Day Forecast for Carbondale
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Joe Crawford
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When Ben Von Bokel walks 
across the stage at graduation com-
mencement Saturday, he can be 
confident his degree will be put 
to use.

Von Bokel, a senior from Aviston 
studying information technology, 
was the first student to get a job 
while working through Transition 
to Employment, a new program 
this semester that helps employ 
graduates with disabilities.

The program — paid for by a 
$100,000 grant from the Illinois 
Board of Higher Education — is 
designed to combat a nearly 75 
percent unemployment rate among 
people with disabilities. 

The program is offered to stu-
dents at SIUC, John A. Logan 
College, SIU-Edwardsville, Rend 
Lake College, Shawnee College, 
Southeastern Illinois College and 
Southwestern Illinois College. It is 
open to any student with a disabil-
ity within nine months of gradua-
tion and anyone who has graduated 
from a participating university.

Von Bokel, who has impaired 
vision that makes it difficult for 
him to read, said the program 
helped him land a job as a Web site 
developer and computer program-
mer at an insurance company in 
St. Louis. The program’s employees 
taught him to improve his inter-
viewing techniques and polish his 
resume, he said.

“Interviews are a time for you 
to brag, and I wasn’t very good at 
that,” he said. “(The program) defi-
nitely helped me out.”

Before the program was offered 
this semester, he said he had some 
concerns about encountering preju-
dice during his job search.

“Was I worried about it? Yes 
and no,” he said. “Yes because I 
know what’s out there — there’s a 
bias against you — but at the same 

time I’m feeling pretty confident 
with my skills.”

Jim Spencer, a career ser-
vice specialist with Transition to 
Employment, said the average ini-
tial cost to an employer to accom-
modate a person with a disability 
is less than $500. Depending on 
the individual, a special chair or a 
custom keyboard may be all that is 
needed to make a workplace com-
fortable for him or her, he said.

Spencer said he and other 
employees at Transition to 
Employment conduct mock inter-
views with the participants and 
videotape them so the participants 
can watch the way they respond to 
questions.

“The biggest challenge is under-
standing how they seem to the 
interviewer,” he said.

Spencer said the program has 
worked to establish and cultivate 

relationships with employers, espe-
cially those within a 60-mile radius. 
Although the area job market is 
congested, he said the employers 
have responded positively to the 
program’s presence.

Jennifer Frost, coordinator of 
Disability Support Services at John 
A. Logan College, said about five 
students from the college have par-
ticipated in the program. Before 
this semester, students with dis-

abilities worked through the same 
placement offices as other students, 
she said.

“That’s one of the great things 
about this grant is that it’s look-
ing specifically at this population, 
targeting them and working with 
their needs to help find employ-
ment,” she said.

nirvjec@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 259

Student reaps 
benefits of  
Transition to 
Employment

Disability doesn’t hinder job search for grad-to-be

MELISSA BARR ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

Ben Von Bokel demonstrates how a book is cut before it is scanned into a computer and converted into an electronic format.  Von Bokel is a 
student worker in  Disability Support Services and is the first student to get a job working through Transition to Employment, a program that 
helps employ graduates with disabilities.  

Audrey said she knew everything 
would be all right for the family, 
even when Luehr lost his job.

“I wasn’t really too worried 
about it,” she said. “He’s very good 
with handling everything around 
the home.”

After the mine shut down, Luehr 
was eligible for retraining through 
MantraCom, which is funded by the 
U.S. Department of Labor. 

Luehr received funds to cover all 
his expenses to attend the university. 
When he began talking to his wife 
about his classes, she wanted to take 
classes too. 

“I’m doing as well as he is. I’m 
not getting awards, but I’m making 
good grades,” she said.

The hardest part about return-
ing to SIUC was the reading, 
Luehr said.

“It was a challenge to get back in 
the swing because whenever you’re 
not used to reading a lot, you just get 

out of it for all those years,” he said. 
“I can read a lot faster now then I 
could then.” 

Currently, Luehr works as an 
accountant for Project 12 Ways, but 
he doesn’t have any future job pros-
pects in mind because he still has 
to worry about graduate school — 
which he will also attend at SIUC.

 “I’ll be glad to get it over with,” 
he said.

gonzalez@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 266
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John Moreno Gonzales 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

BATO N  RO U G E , La. 
— Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
criticized the Bush administration’s 
response to Hurricane Katrina and 
pledged Saturday to funnel more fed-
eral aid to the still-recovering Gulf 
Coast if elected.

Speaking to the National 
Conference of Black Mayors, Clinton 
and Illinois Sen. Barack Obama both 
took President Bush to task, although 
Obama focused mostly on the Iraq 

war and Clinton on domestic issues.
Clinton and Obama are leading the 

pack in early polls measuring the race 
for the Democratic presidential nomi-
nation. Clinton said she was angered 
when she saw images of New Orleans 
residents on their rooftops, begging to 
be rescued from the floodwaters that 
followed the August 2005 hurricane. 
She said Bush’s response was a display 
of “incompetence.”

“It is a great injustice that you 
would deny the resources to your own 
people, but that shouldn’t surprise us, 
because many people are invisible to 

this president,” she said in a morning 
speech punctuated with applause.

Obama’s appearance later in the 
day was moved to a much larger venue 
than the conference room in which 
Clinton spoke.

Organizers said the move to an 
arena was necessitated by a high level 
of interest in hearing him among 
reporters and conference attendees.

The size of the crowd, which gave 
Obama several standing ovations, 
wasn’t lost on him. “I wish I could say 
it was me, but it’s mostly that people 
are yearning for change,” he said.

Clinton, Obama criticize federal 
government response to Katrina
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At least they’re talking. After congressional 
Democrats passed a troop withdrawal timetable for 
Iraq — which was promptly vetoed by President 
Bush — both sides have settled into 
talks, in which the president for once 
seems open to a deal that would include 
some benchmarks for measuring prog-
ress in the war. 

One hopes the president does not 
slip back into his recalcitrant, no-com-
promise posture that has only succeeded 
in making this war ever more unpopular 
with the American people.

And yes, Democrats for now have 
to be willing to back off from a date 
certain for the beginning of troop with-
drawals. Frankly, it’s hard to argue with 
the president’s position that a deadline 
would undermine his “surge” strategy 
before it’s had a chance to be fully 
tested, and probably would cause our 
enemies in Iraq just to sit back and await the arrival 
of the withdrawal date.

The ultimate goal must be the departure of 
United States troops from Iraq, ideally under con-

ditions in which a democratic Iraqi government is 
able to function and protect citizens from attack by 
homicidal insurgents. Toward that end, it’s reason-
able for the president and Congress to set bench-
marks for the Iraqis to meet, demonstrating their 

own commitment to the goals for 
which more than 3,300 Americans 
have died.

Four years after U.S. forces top-
pled the tyranny of Saddam Hussein, 
it’s long since time the Iraqi govern-
ment did more to resolve the internal 
strife that has frustrated efforts to 
establish democracy — or whatever 
form of representative government 
can find support in Iraq. There have 
been thousands upon thousands of 
Iraqi deaths as well, not to mention a 
gathering of terrorists in the country.

Benchmarks of progress would 
encourage Iraqi self-sufficiency, and 
clarify what will happen when those 
goals are either met or not met in terms 

of reducing American involvement.
The president doesn’t want to “lose” this war, 

of course, because there could be negative long-
term implications in the region, and because his 

very troubled administration would be pronounced 
a complete failure if he did. Bush undoubtedly 
believes that his policy in Iraq has been right and 
necessary.

But even with the troop surge now under way as 
a last-gasp attempt to salvage the war effort, many 
Americans have concluded that the war was a poorly 
conceived mistake, and that the prospects for some 
kind of positive military outcome are not good. 

Members of Bush’s own Republican Party are 
beginning to move away from him. In other words, 
the president simply must listen seriously to other 
voices and let Congress have some say in the deci-
sion-making. At this point, he has no choice.

Democrats who took control of Capitol Hill 
largely on the strength of anti-war sentiment must 
be constructive as well, and they obviously must 
pass a bill funding our troops in combat. In that, 
they have no choice.

At the end of the day, these two widely divided 
sides must begin to come together and forgo par-
tisan advantage-seeking for the 2008 election. We 
have a mess here. It will take more than one policy 
to get us out of it.

This editorial appeared in the Raleigh (N.C.) News 
& Observer on Friday.
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There is no cure for domestic violence.”“
Phil Garcia

volunteer for The Women’s Center
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Democrats 
who took 
control of  

Capitol Hill 
largely on 

the strength 
of  anti-war 

sentiment must 
be constructive 

as well.

As graduation approaches for me this 

Friday, I’ve been thinking a lot lately about 

all the things that I’ve seen and been a 

part of over the past three years I’ve been 

at SIU.

I was here when my beloved Cardinals 

won two pennants and their first World 

Series title since 1982. Despite what any 

Cubs fan will say about the Cards today, 

we’ll always have 2006.

I was here when the entire country 

learned what it means to be a Saluki when 

the SIU men’s basketball team became 

sweet once again. There is no doubt that 

we can play with the big boys and the 

future of the program with C-Lo at the 

helm looks bright.

I was here when Halloween continued 

to go by each year without a hitch. Maybe 

if we all behave ourselves a few more years, 

the city will lift the silly restrictions or 

possibly even try to find a way to make 

money off of the deal like many other col-

lege towns have been doing for years. 

I was here when Unofficial became the 

official thing to do in Carbondale.

I was here when the White Sox won it 

all and prompted a few hundred morons 

to ransack the campus. Note: To this day, 

I still don’t understand the correlation 

between the White Sox winning the World 

Series and the need to try to tear down the 

goalposts at the football stadium.

I was here when Carbondale became home 

to a colorful assortment of vehicles ranging 

from the Mystery Machine, a car that’s paint-

ed like a brick wall, and my personal favorite, 

a candy apple green Cutlass Supreme with the 

license plates that say “Butta.”

I was here when cigarette smokers 

seemed to feel the campus was their ash-

tray instead of the actual ashtrays. I’m sure 

prospective students like to see squirrels 

running around with cigarette butts in 

their mouths instead of acorns. 

I was here when Snake, I mean Larry, 

patrolled the parking lots with a personal 

vendetta against SIU students.

I was here when the university took 

a step in the right direction by upgrad-

ing and adding several critical facilities, 

including the Student Health Center, 

Trout-Wittman, Wall & Grand and 

Morris Library. 

I was here when SIU football rose to 

the top of the Gateway, making house-

hold names of players such as Brandon 

Jacobs, Arkee Whitlock, Braden Jones and 

J.T. Wise.

I was here when Facebook and MySpace 

became more addicting than cigarettes. 

My advice to everyone is to remember 

anything that gets posted 

on there can be seen by 

a lot of people, and if 

you’re doing something 

you shouldn’t be doing or 

something that you don’t 

want people to see, don’t 

post it on Facebook.

I was here when Da 

Bears made it back to the 

Super Bowl. Although 

the game didn’t turn out 

like many of us wanted, it 

was  a sight to see Devin 

Hester run the opening kickoff back for 

a touchdown.  

The most important thing I think I 

will ever take away from my undergradu-

ate years is that I was at SIU and wouldn’t 

trade my experiences over the past three 

years for anything.

My advice to anyone coming back next 

year is to make your SIU experience a 

memorable one.

Go to the Spillway. Stay out until 5 a.m. 

on a Wednesday night just because. Eat a 

Winston’s bagel. Get involved in things 

on campus. Make it out to the tailgates 

for the football games or sit on the hill for 

a baseball game. Visit the wine trails. Go 

to Steak ‘n Shake at 3 a.m. Hike around 

Giant City. 

Eat at Mary Lou’s. Go 

fishing, but do not eat what 

you catch at Campus Lake. 

Play intramural sports. Go 

bowling at the Student 

Center. Attempt to navi-

gate Faner Hall. Play bags 

on a warm afternoon. 

Walk through the Campus 

Woods, even if it takes you 

out of your way. 

College is a time to have 

fun and enjoy life. Take 

advantage of every minute of it because 

trust me, the semesters go by even faster 

every year you are here. I leave you now 

with a quote from Irish storyteller Charles 

de Lint, which I feel sums up the whole 

college experience: “When all’s said and 

done, all roads lead to the same end. So 

it’s not so much which road you take, as 

how you take it.”

Fruth is a senior studying history.

STUDENT COLUMN

I was a student at SIUC when...
ANDY FRUTH

afruth@siu.edu

Take advantage 
of  every minute 

of  it because 
trust me, the 
semesters go 
by even faster 
every year you 

are here.
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Chancellor candidate Fernando Trevino speaks with faculty in the Student Center Auditorium Monday 
afternoon. Trevino answered questions raised by faculty members regarding his experience and ideas for SIUC.

JASON JOHNSON ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

The City Hall Tile Project was spurred by Brad Cole after he saw 
a similar project by an elementary school in Tainan City, Taiwan

SOUTHERN 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Wendler said he doesn’t know 
what’s going on with the plan 
and has concentrated on preparing 
to make the move to architecture 
professor.

After Wendler was accused of 
plagiarizing the parts of the vision 
and later determined to have com-
mitted academic dishonesty in 
mirroring words from a similar 
plan he worked on at Texas A&M 
University, the future of the long-
range effort was in question by 
many at the university.

Poshard said the plan is still 
very much in effect. However, 
budget cuts have caused some pro-
grams that helped the university 
move toward the plan’s goals to be 
eliminated.

One of the plan’s goals is to 
recruit and retain more faculty 
members, but the faculty hir-
ing initiative has been suspended 
because of budget cuts. The plan 
also called for expansion of library 
resources, but budget cuts have 
forced the library to cancel many 
journal subscriptions.

Officials are trying to maintain 
an adequate balance of resources in 
a limited budget, Dunn said, and 
continue to address cornerstones 
of the plan, such as focusing on 
enrollment and recognizing excel-
lence throughout the university’s 
community.

Poshard said he plans to discuss 
Dunn’s goals for the plan before 
he assumes the post of president 
at Western Michigan University 
on July 1.

Dunn said he is confident the new 
chancellor will want to help sustain 
many of the initiatives of the plan but 
will most likely want to tweak it first.

Faculty members have asked the 
four chancellor finalists who have vis-
ited campus in recent weeks about 
their thoughts of the long-range plan 
during public forums.

In his public forum Monday, chan-
cellor finalist Fernando Treviño said he 
appreciated the ideas behind the plan, 
but wasn’t sure if the goal of reaching 
the top 75 was attainable.

“I don’t know that there’s anything 
magical about being 75,” he said. “If 
you’re 82 or you’re 95, I don’t know 
if there’s any magical number that we 
need to hold ourselves up to.”

Treviño said the rankings 
might not gauge the process of a 
research institution. 

“There’s nothing wrong with where 
you are. You were at 105, I think you’re 
now at 109, not because you didn’t get 
better — you did,” he said. “You did all 
the things that plan called for, but the 
other places were even doing more. It’s 
a competitive environment.”

Treviño said it’s more important 
to have realistic goals and constantly 
improve.

sarah_lohman@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 255
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“It isn’t until we narrow it down 
to one or two people that we do what 
we call a very deep background where 
we go beyond references, beyond 
friends — we go to criminal checks 
and credit ratings and all those sorts 
of things,” he said.

Haller said though the search 
firm has not worked to check out the 
candidates, their back-
grounds have been open 
for anyone to look into 
ever since the names 
were released last month. 
He said he and others 
throughout the univer-
sity have done this, but 
would not say whom he 
has talked to or what he 
found.

Faculty Association 
President Marvin 
Zeman said the fact 
that the search firm has 
not conducted prelimi-
nary background checks 
concerns him and some 
members of his organi-
zation.

“Can you imagine if 
one of the four finalists 
was a criminal? To say 
that we’re not going to 
check on this person until after he’s 
a finalist is, as far as I’m concerned, a 
big mistake,” he said. 

Zeman said the lack of informa-
tion from the search firm makes it 
difficult for faculty and other campus 
constituents to assist in the search 
process as Poshard has asked them 
to.

“If indeed our input means some-
thing, because that’s why they come 
in, then we need to have all the 
information,” Zeman said. “To say 
that there’s some information that 
we’re going to save for the presi-
dent after you gave input, that’s not 
appropriate.”

Zeman said the Faculty 
Association is trying to schedule a 
meeting with Poshard to impart their 
take on the candidates and the search 
process as a whole.

“Certainly one of the concerns we 

have is what is the role of the (Hollins 
Group). Frankly I don’t know what is 
it that they’re paying them whatever 
it is, I’m trying to understand what it 
is they’re paid for,” he said. “I’ve been 
told that there were 20 applicants. 
How many of those 20 applicants 
were applicants that wouldn’t have 
applied if the (Hollins Group) wasn’t 
there, because if indeed they haven’t 
investigated it, I question why are we 
paying these people at all.”

Poshard said the 
background checks 
are important, but it is 
only one element of the 
many types of feedback 
he receives, including 
the opinions of all the 
constituency groups on 
campus that have met 
with the candidates.

“It’s pretty easy to 
get an objective opin-
ion from people by 
just checking out their 
background, their expe-
rience and that sort 
of thing, but in these 
interviews, you really 
get a sense of who these 
people are, and that may 
be more subjective, but 
it also may be the most 
important part of the 
evaluation,” he said.

One form of the feedback came 
Monday, as the final chancellor can-
didate to visit campus held an open 
forum with faculty.

Fernando Treviño, a professor of 
health management and policy and 
former dean of the School of Public 
Health at the University of North 
Texas Health Science Center, told 
faculty he is devoted to bringing a 
climate of collaboration to SIUC.

“I’ve never in my life created 
anything of substance by myself,” 
he said. “It’s always been with an 
enormous amount of teamwork and 
trying to sell a vision and getting 
enough people to believe in that 
vision to make it a reality.”

Treviño said he operates in a cabi-
net model, seeking assistance from 
deans and chairs and trusting them 
on their decisions pertaining to their 
disciplines.

He said the university has been 
too complacent in keeping up with 
other universities regarding issues of 
enrollment and has suffered from too 
much administrative turnover.

“You’re constantly coming up 
with a new vision, a new this, new 
that,” he said. “I think you need 
some stability. I hope you get the best 
chancellor you can get.”

Treviño said he realizes he must 
make a large leap from a former 
dean to the position of chancellor.

“Am I ready to make that leap? 
I’m not sure,” he said.

Treviño said he believes experi-
ence in the Health Science Center 
— which he described as a micro-
cosm of a university with six depart-
ments reporting to him — and 
leadership experience as president 
of the World Federation of Public 
Health Associations have prepared 
him some.

Dan Dyer, an associate professor 
of chemistry, said Treviño seemed 
like he would interact well with the 
various campus groups, but he was 
concerned with his lack of knowl-
edge in long-range university plans.

When asked about the mas-
sive campus overhaul Saluki Way, 
Treviño said he did not have enough 
information to make any com-
ments.

“He didn’t seem to really have 
studied that, which I think is some-
thing that I would expect from 
someone coming from a chancellor 
position — that they would do their 
homework on the university and try 
to understand what are the goals of 
the university, so I just thought he 
doesn’t really have much vision,” 
Dyer said.

Dyer said he has been impressed 
overall with the candidates 
brought in.

 “I think they were all pretty 
decent quality,” he said. “It’s hard to 
tell until the person shows up and is 
here for several years.”

Poshard is set to announce his 
choice for the position at the Board 
of Trustees’ June 14 meeting in 
Carbondale.

sean_mcgahan@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 254

‘‘It’s always 
been with 

an enormous 
amount of 
teamwork and 
trying to sell 
a vision and 
getting enough 
people to 
believe in that 
vision to make it 
a reality.  
 

— Fernando Terviño
chancellor finalist

Beverley Wang 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WINDHAM, N.H — 
Michelle Obama said Monday that 
although her husband can elec-
trify a crowd with his speeches, the 
Democratic presidential contender 
won’t be perfect as the campaign 
drags on.

“Barack has given people that 
hope, but he’s going to get tired. 
This is a long campaign,” Michelle 
Obama told Democrats gathered 
for a house party in Windham, 
N.H. “I joke he’s not going to be 

able to bring people to tears with 
every speech that he makes. He’s 
going to make stumbles.

“And what’s going to keep this 
going are the people around this 
room and around this country who 
are finding other people to get 
involved.”

Michelle Obama, a 43-year-old 
Chicago hospital executive, drew 
more media coverage on her solo 
day trip to the first primary state 
than some presidential candidates. 
Her husband, Sen. Barack Obama, 
was in Detroit, speaking about fuel 
efficiency and the auto industry.

Obama’s wife says rest of  
campaign relies on backers
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Track and Field
The Salukis travel to Des Moines, Iowa, 
for the MVC Championships, page 15

Jeff Engelhardt
THE DAILY EGYPTIAN

Trouble could be on the horizon 
for the SIU softball team.

The No. 21 Salukis will try 
to overcome their champion-
ship drought when they head to 
the Missouri Valley Conference 
Tournament. The tournament 
will run Thursday to Friday and 
take place at the Redbird Softball 
Complex in Normal.

SIU has had rough outings in 
past tournaments, including in 2006 
when it was eliminated after losing 

two straight games to Creighton 
and Drake.

 The Salukis have a tournament 
record of 35-44 
with only one 
championship, 
coming in 1991, 
despite having 
the highest win-
ning percentage 
among Valley 
teams over the 
last eight years.

SIU coach 
Kerri Blaylock said the Salukis (38-
13, 17-7) have to throw out the 

past and take a fresh approach to 
the tournament.

“Honestly, I told them that since 
we have done 
so bad in the 
past, let’s just 
try to make a 
new precedent,” 
Blaylock said. 
“Let’s try to be 
unique and do 
well. We are 
going to play 
with a chip on 

our shoulder and try to prove some 
people wrong.”

The No. 22 Redbirds are the host 
of the tournament and the No. 2 seed. 
They could make history if they win, 
as no host team has ever won the 
MVC Tournament. 

Illinois State was able to secure the 
No. 2 seed after it defeated Missouri 
State 1-0 Sunday along with Wichita 
State defeating the Salukis twice 
Saturday. SIU held on to the third 
spot by defeating Wichita State 2-
1 Sunday.

Seeding was important this season 
because of the new tournament format. 

Matt Hartwig
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIU baseball team 
has six conference games left 
that could make or break its 
season.

With the exception of 
Missouri State, every team in 
the Missouri Valley Conference 
has to play for one of six bids to 
the MVC Tournament May 
23-26 in Springfield, Mo. The 
Bears host the tournament so 
they get an automatic berth.

The Salukis (29-18, 9-9) are 
in fifth place in the MVC and 
are only three games behind 
Evansville for the No. 3 seed in 
the tournament.

SIU coach Dan Callahan 
said it is an honor to be in the 
tournament because not every-
one qualifies.

“Once you get there, it’s a 
special feeling and they really 
do a good job putting it togeth-
er,” Callahan said. “While we 
don’t have a chance at first 
or second place in the regular 
season, we still have a chance 
to make some noise while 
we’re there.”

The Salukis begin a three-
game series with Northern 
Iowa Friday at Abe Martin 
Field. The Panthers (19-23, 
5-13) have struggled through-
out the entire season and 
were swept by No. 9 Wichita 
State May 4-6.

SIU also has one more non-
conference game May 15 at 
home against Eastern Illinois, 
which was swept by Austin 
Peay, and were outscored 22-5 
in the series.

Eastern Illinois (13-24) 
has struggled throughout 
Ohio Valley Conference play 
and has lost nine of its last 
10 games.

If SIU wins two out of three 
against Northern Iowa, the 
outcome of the Eastern Illinois 
game may not be a factor. 

The Salukis’ finish up the 
regular season against Indiana 
State in Terre Haute, Ind., 
May 17-19.

The Sycamores (21-23, 4-
14) have also struggled this 
season and are in last place in 
the MVC. Indiana State was 
swept by Bradley May 4-6 and 
has lost four of its last six. 

Callahan said it’s possible 
to grab a third place finish 
in the MVC, even though it’s 
nearly impossible to finish first 
or second.

“We could finish anywhere 
from third place to seventh or 
eighth place with two weeks 
left,” Callahan said. “There’s 
a lot of ground that can be 
gained or lost.”

matt_hartwig@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 269

SIU has 
plenty left 
to play for

Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIU women’s golf team is 
set to play in its biggest event in 
team history, but one obstacle still 
stands in the Salukis’ way.

The last of the golfers will 
finish up their finals today before 
leaving for Ann Arbor, Mich., for 
the NCAA Regionals, hosted by 
the University of Michigan. The 
21-team tournament will begin 
Thursday and conclude Saturday.

SIU coach Diane Daugherty 
said the Salukis are the best team 
she’s coached in her 21-year career. 
The team will depart for Michigan 
today, and had rescheduled the 
golfers’ finals to last week, Monday 
and today.

“It’s just been a crazy time with 
the weather and their schedules. 
We’ve really practiced very little,” 
Daugherty said. “I’m just hoping 

that once we get on the plane and 
we head to Michigan, we can start 
focusing then.”

Senior Josie Lowder said she 
knew from the first tournament 
that this was going to be a spe-
cial year, as the Salukis saw the 
return of junior Kelly Gerlach, 
who redshirted in 2006 with a 
wrist injury.

The NCAA Regionals, Lowder 
said, will be among the biggest 
events she has ever played in.

“In my college career, this is the 
biggest tournament I’ll have ever 
played in,” Lowder said. “And for 
my personal career, it’s definitely 
up there. A couple amateur tour-
naments are pretty big, but I’ve 
never been more excited in my life, 
to be there with my best friends 
and to have accomplished some-
thing like we’ve accomplished.”

Salukis set for the NCAA Regionals

Teams eye tourney title
JAKE LOCKARD ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

Ashley Hamby pitches the ball during Sunday’s game against Wichita State. The Salukis beat the Shockers 2-1.

JAKE LOCKARD ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

Braidy Hood tees off during the annual Saluki women’s golf fund-
raiser Saturday at Midland Hills golf course in Makanda.

SOFTBALL BASEBALL

WOMEN’S GOLF

Six games left to 
decide season

‘‘We are going to play 
with a chip on our 

shoulder and try to prove 
some people wrong.  
 

— Kerri Blaylock
SIU head coach

See SOFTBALL, Page 14

See GOLF, Page 14


