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SPORTS EXTRA

Here is'a look at the teams in:the lower. half of the: Midwest Region. SIU faces Mlssoun 'Ihursday
in lndlanapohs and could face lndlana in the Sweet 16:if both teams make it that far agam .

KentWilhams (6-2185G)- .
153ppg . 46FC% - 483FG%
Jermaine Dearman (6-8220 F)
. 144 ppg 6.5 rcb 54 FG%
¢ Darren Brooks (6-3205 G)
i 129ppg”  47FG% 2.0spg
- Stetson Hairston (6.3 200 G)
108ppg  393FG%  3.dast
i Sylvester Willis (6-7 225 F)

& Quinn Snyder. (84 38)
85 RPI Rank.lG S0S:10:}:

Rxckcy Pau]dmg 6-5,212 G/F)-
‘17ppg  45FGY% - 38 3FGY%: .
Arthur Johnson (6-9, 265 F/C)-
153 ppg 9.2 rch 1.9 BPG
Ricky Clemons (5-11: 172 G)-

152ppg 3.8ast
Travon Bryant (6-9 236 F)

92ppg- 255mpg 6.1rcbh

- Jimmy McKinney (6-3 200 G)
*31l1mpg -

3.5ast

353FG% -

i| BOTTOM LINE:
. The Salukis should be hungry after being

destroyed by Creighton 80-56 in the |
Missouri Valley Conference championship |
game. SIU will have play smart to- void:

Mizzou's size advantage. The Dawgs” bench
will play a huge role in determining whether

. Coach Tom Crean:
Y ;rRPlRank.lO SOS: 49

TOB'PLAYERS

& ‘ BOTTOM LlNE

B The Tigers have a' distinct advanmgc in.

 overall athleticism' and- are on a hot streak
after their strofifs ‘second-place performarice

Y. in the Big Twelve Conference toumament. |55
Watch out for Arthur Johnson. b

Dwyane Wade (6-5 210 G)
219ppg . 468 FG%
RobertJackson (6-10 260 F)
157ppg  .554FG%
Travis Diener (6-1 165 G)
2ppg  3%0FG% - 3403FC%
Scott Menitt (6-10245 F)
9.8ppg 468
ToddTmmsmd {6-7215F)
d70.‘: FG% .4003FG% -

0-12,8-8 Brg Ten
Coach: Mike Davis
RP1Rankc 42 50S:39

. 25-4 14:2 Patriot League

%Coach Ralph Willard

*‘m Rank: 64- S0S:293-

)P PLAYERS
‘Patrick Whearty (6-9 245 C)
121ppg  S62FG%
Brian Wilson (6-2 185 G)
11.9ppg A487FG% .4423FGo%
Tim Szatko (6-8 220 F)
1L4ppg  381FG% 3403FG¥%
Jave Meade (6-1 180 G)
1.Yppg 487
Nate Lufkin (6-11 220 C)
53ppg

630 FG% 5683FG.

Kyle Homsby
9.8

1718 .8 ppg -
t{; * JeliNewton . Magshall Strickland-
66ppg -

[ PN 7950mheaslem
Coad\ Mark Gottired
'RPIRank: 35 505;13

[ZTORPE

Maurice Williams Kenny Walker

1157 PPE 94ppg
Antoine Pernway

Envin Dudley

15ppg ) _ 61ppg

- Kennedy Winston

5219, 144 Northeast
! Coach: ‘Dereck Whittenburg™
% RPiRanlc 101 S0S:254

Courtncy Pritchard:,

215ppg

‘Dedrick Dye

125ppg
nge]\\'y.me
l 8 ppg .
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SPORTS EXTRA

Daiy Eoverian

DEREK ANDERSOM ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

Sylvester Willis, Stetson Hmrston and lermame Dearman celebrate after leammg they had earned an at- large bid to the NCAA Toutnament. Team members and Sa|uk|
supporters gathered at Bleyer’s Lodge just outside Carbandale Sunday to watch the NCAA selectlon show 'I'h‘ Salukls wnll play Missouri in lndlanapohs Thursday

" The wait is over

. 4

SIU survives bubble scare, draws Missouri in first round of Big Dance

Michael Brenner
Daily Egyptian

Ai 5:30 p.m., after Missouri was
d as'the No. 6 seed, Willis

About 100 people jumped in the
air and belted out screams of cla-
tion, Brad Koru'sailed for the first
time in 45 minutes and the tandem
of Jefmaine Dearman, Syl Ivester
Willis .and * Stetson~ Hairston
formed a mini mosh pit in front of
the big-screen TV, .

It was finally official —sIu
was in,

“The cﬂ'ccts of 2 week of angst
and uncertainty were instantly
wiped “away Sunday .evening
when the team heard the words

. “Southern Illinois™ .come from
Greg Gumble's lips from Bleyer's

pmpheuc:lly screamed out “this is
us” before the lodge erupted.

For Korn, who spent the entirety
of the 'show biting his lip while
arching forward in a zombie-like
state, the announcement could not
have some soon enough. -

“Last year, it popped up quick
so we didn't have to wait as Jong,”
Korn 'said, “This year we' went
through two \\hnlc brackets and
the commercials, which made you
w:n even longer.”

SIU head coach Bruce \Vebcr.
in stark contrast to, Willis, was

" planning what he would say to his .

team if it did not make it into the
as his le:ms n:mc was

Lodge outside Carbondale, where

the team had gathered to watch

. the NCAA Tournament S:lccnon
Show.

The Salukis will enter the

Midwest bracket of the Big Dance

Thursday in Indianapolis as a No. .,

11 seed against No. 6 Missouri., - .

“We've been waiting.all week,”

said Dearman, whé will get to play .
in his hometown. of Indianapolis. .
“I pushed it to.the back of my. .

. head because 1 didn't want to think.

about it all week until now because

- 1'didn't want to go through tlm»

pressure.,
. “Oncel saw our name come “P‘
it was just a great fecling.”

' SIU had to wait more than half.

an hour to finally sce its-name,

- which was a'stark contrast from -
last_year when it saw its name in-

“the first five minutes of the show.

about to be read. :
Moments before the. ..' i

this season’s at-large bid was the
second straight for S1U, and Weber
said it is an outstanding achieve-
ment for a mid-major team like his
Salukis. Weber said he was ecstatic
for his players.

“For us to get a back-to-back

‘at-large  bids .as a mid-major is
i Tiehment ™

at

- Weber said. *I know our players v

are very appreciative and 1 ‘hope

- the fans are and understand that to

gcr that is not easy.”
_Junior guard Bryan Turner, who
missed all six of his shot attempts

“during Monday's debacle against

Creighton, is psyched to receive a
shot at redemption and said March
10 is now ancient history.

Turner, a St. Louis native, is-

thrilled at the thought of playing
i, which is. the

of SIU as a tournament.tecam, he -

whispered. to_his: wife that .the
Salukis were in trouble.

But when. thc noise. dxcd down

to his team before it talked-to the .

media, Weber looked as if someone. -
-+ had taken a bag of cement off his

soldiers”at his press conference a--
- few minutes after le:mmg his; team
Lo was in,:

. *It's great . for. our- pln\cn,
Weber - said,

can make the best of it.”,

.. against - Mi
team he grew up rooting for. He .
Eﬁg:rs fairly well
<.because. he, .along with team-
I had knots.i in m) stom:\ch -
-Weber said..”

“Our : seniors ~are -+
very deserving. . It's great for our -
- University and our school to have -

this opportunity, and hopcfully, we

“Weber went on to point out (hat e

alsoknows- the

mates. Darsen Brooks and Stetson

.‘Hatrston, hycd in :the Athletic-
- Amateur l.r
and he had given a five-minute talk "

nion in St. Louis dur-
ing. the off“scason. The trio honed

-their skills against Missouri start- .
ers Jimmy \Id\mnq :md Tr:von .
~Bryant. ©

But. Turncr. smd he s Just .
thrilled to be in. He does not care B
who the opponent is. .. -
" “We got a lot of weight off our
chest’ right now, Tumer said. “I'm .
so :xmcd I can't w:ll :

e P.zpcrkn\lxbﬂl&mnrr
=« v can bereached at -
mbmnncr@dmly:gyph:m com

ottéry numbers available 4 pr; Tuesday,
ungle Hall Lottery begms_at 5pm.

Tickets on sale Tuesday

Molly Parker
Dail nan

Student (ickns' to ’l:hund:)"s
NCAA tournament game’ against

. Missouri will be sold by a lottery .

system Tuesday beginning at 4 p.m.
at the SIU Ticket Office in Lingle

Hall.

lottery will begin-at 5 p.m, SIU
Athletic Director. Paul Kowalezyk,
said.

“We want to try and take care’

of' people and do all we can and try -
and help the studcnts. I\mula"k

said.
The price forsingle-game tickets

will be $45. If a ticket is purchased .

and SIU advances to the Saturday

Only one raffle ticket pcr‘:
student 1D will be given and the:

total number to about 500 that will
go to donors, season-ticket holders
and the general public if there is -
enough demand. -
Non-student tickets will be du-
tributed based on a priority system -

. in which donors who have given the

most nioney to the Saluki Athletic
Scholarship Fund will get the f'rst
crack at tickets. .
The travel party; which includes
tickets, for the.team and coaches”
_families, - will -also dip into lhc
Snluhs avaiiable tickets.

* General publlc ticket requests:
‘can be made stasting Monday at 8 -
-am by calling or vnsmng the Ticket

ice. T

- Request. for :ll-scssmn nckcts.

which are $105 or $135, canalso be
m:dc at (hc SIU Ticket Office or -

. game, the ticket holder is p h TicketMaster.

- cally responsible for pur:hasmg the The nmcfunhc'l'hursd:yg:nw
second ticket, wﬂl be :nnmmc:d tod:
+- < The University has 350 uckels -
to the game and will likely purchase Rtparrtr Alo/ly Parlrr an lm :

ancther 200 tickets, bringing the -

', tuched at cdnor@nu r.d




aﬁkis oVefcomé losses by higher

seeds in other conferences

Jens Deju_
Daily Egyptian

The SIU men's basketball team sat around
the television set Sunday and rooted for a team
they traditionally have not liked ~ Wlinois.

1tinois was playing Ohio State in the cham-
pionship game of the Big Ten tournament and
the Salukis knew if the Buckeyes, who entered
the tournament with just 15 wins, defeated the
Fighting Illini, SIU's chances of receiving an
at-large bid into the Big Dance would suffer a
major blow.

With the [linois victory, the Salukis were
able te breathe easier knowing Ohio State would
not knock SIU nut of the NCAA tournament.

They would later lcarn they had received
their second straight at-large berth into the Big
Dance as a No. 11 seed against No. 6 seeded
Missouri in Indianapolis Thursday.

Ohio State was one of several teams across
the coutry pulling off upsets in the confer-
ence tournaments that spelled danger for the
Salukis.

The reason for this is that every timé a highly
regarded team lost in the conference tourney, it
was another of the 34 at-large bids not going to
SIU

This weck provad to be especially hard for
the Salukis as 14 of the top 25 teams in the
country lost in their respective tournaments

while bottom-feeders such as UCLA, USC,
Temple and even Missouri knocked off power
teams.

. Inthe Big 12 Tounament, Missouri knocked
off No. 20 Oklahoma State, No. 4 Kansas and
lost by just two points to No. 6 Oklahoma in the
championship game.

S1U senior guard Kent Williams said after -

the loss to Creighton in the championship game
of the Missouri Valley Conference tournament
that the Salukis needed to root for the favorites.
1t was definitely nerve wracking seeing all
these other reams knocking off the No. 1 sceds,”
Williams said. “It’s to'gh sitting here these last
few days watching all thesc up-ets happen and
wondering how far is it knocking us down.”
While Williams was nervous about all the

upsets taking place, junior center Sylvester'

Willis said he had no worries.
However, he said once the sclection show

" kicked off, the nerves kicked in.

“The nerves didn't really hit me until they
started picking the teams because there was
nothing we could do but just sit back and wait,”
Willis said. "I really started getting nervous at
secing a bunch of bubble teams get in.

[t was just, man arc we going to get in or not
— bur it rurned out for the best.”

Reporter Jens Deju can be reached at
jdeju@dailyegyptian.com

SIU men’s basketball
team to face red-hot.
Missouri in Indianapolis

Zack Creglow :
Daily Egyptian NS

The Missouri men's basketball team’s 21-
10 recond is not one that will cause an oppos-
ing squad to cower in fcar and hop in bed with
its parents at first — but its athleticism and
multitude of scoring options quickly can.

That is why the SIU men's basketball team
must be weary of having a defensive lapsc
against the sixth-sceded Tigers, who have
three players average over 15 points per game,
on Thursday night in Indianapolis.

+_Leading the Missouri attack is .junior
Rickey Paulding who torches opposing
defenses for 17 points a contest. Paulding,
who is revered as a dynamic athlete and
siasher, also has the ability to nail the three-
point shot as his 38 percent (64 of 168) sug-
gests. He also stands at a muscular 6-fect-5
and 212 pounds, making him a difficult body
with which to match up.

He is joined by former junior-college
standout Ricky Clemons. Clemons, a Junior
College All-Amezican at the College of
South 1daho last scasun, uses his water-bug
quickness and scorer’s mentality to score 15.2

* The SIU men's . -
‘basketba!l team -
and family. .

. members wait

“*nervously Sunday
afternoon seconds
- before the Salukis
were announced -
as participants in

- the 2003.NCAA
_tournament. The
team's reaction '
was televised .
nationally on CBS.

- DEAEK ANDERSON .
DALY EGYPTIAN .

torrid Tigers

a contest to go along with 3.8 assists,
- But maling this team just a perimeter -

" team would be too casy on the Salukis, and

the Tigers have an imposing inside force in
their 6-foot-9 265-pound big man Arthur
Johnson. Loaded with an arsenal of polished
moves and superior touch, -Johnson tossed
in 15.3 and pulled down an amazing 9.2
rebounds a contest.. -

" Johnson has a solid inside mate in former”
McDonald’s' All-American Travon Bryant.
Bryant, who shed much unneeded weight
from last season to alter his size to 6-fcet-9
and 236 pounds, providss 9.2 points and 6.1
rebounds 25.5 minutes of play.

An X-factor for Missouri is freshman
combo guard Jimmy McKinncy. McKinney
averages 8.8 points, but he has the ability to
explode for superb numbers. He is far ahead
of his years 01 the court as his 101-60 tumn- .
over-to-assist ratio proves and is also used to
winninz. He led his (St. Louis) Vashon squad
to a 107 10 record over his high school career
and ended last season at No. 3 in the USA
Today national prep poll.

But the Tigers' bench is nothing more than
average. The highest scoring average coming
off the pinc for Missouri is from junior Josh
Kroenke with a 3.3 point per game average.
The next highest is the 2.3 points per game
mark from Kevin Young.

Reporter Zack Creglow can be reached at
zcreglow@dailyegptian.com

A moment of beauty amid the carnage

ST. LOUIS — The gamc was
mercifully ending, Creighton was
preparing to celebrate and SIU was
praving the NCAA Selectior; com-
mittee would not disown it.

The cheerleaders sat motionless
on the sideline with their eyes wide
open, attempting to figure out why.
SIU was unable to stop the Blucjay
atom bomb that had been hurled atit
Monday night. One of them threw a
pom-pom to the ground in disgust.

They all necded booze = badly.

Saluki fans, to their credit, stuck
around to the bitter end, though they
were not acting like the loud and
obnoxious psychopaths I had grown
to love. They scemed rather subdued
and I knew a few of them would cry
for the duration of their drive back to
Carbondale.

I thought I might do the same
thing. This was onc of the most
disgusting, heartbreaking and lop-
sided losscs I had ever been privy to.
I had never witnessed such a horrid
display of athletic impotence = and
I'm a Cubs fan. .

The. depression never set in. A
few hours after the game, I was
content as a Blucjays fan coming
from church. e :

"+ It did not make sense.

The Salukis lost to Creighton, the
most talented collection of demons
and imps since Bill Laimbeer's
Pistons.

And they did not just lose, lose
badly or losc in an embarrassing and
demcaning fashion — Monday could
have been a preview for the impend-
ing Gulf War Part Il in Iraq.

But I'did not care. 1 was happy.

Part of it was that SIU still had a .
shot at the tournament, knowing the -

scason would not end this way and

the certainty that Twinkies were still -

plentiful back in the pressroom.

But it was so much more than
that, and [ didn't figurc it out until
six hours after the game had ended.

Think back, unless you have
already undergone  hypnosis -to
remove Monday night from your
memory, to the last few minutes of
the game. .

The score was 76-54"in favor of

the infidels and Jermaine Dearman

had just knocked -a ball out of

bounds, giving SIU head coach-

Bruce Weber a chance to make a few
substitutiqns.

Kent  Williams, alnngi.wi(h'

Dearman, came out of the game ata
time they are not accustomed to, and

they received a grecting they were

Michael
Brenner

mbrenner@dailyegyptian.com

not accustomed to as well.

Both were intercepted by their

coach as they walked te what would

be their final seats at their final °

Missouri Valley Conference tourna-
ments.

Williams reached Weber 1irst
and. was received a hug from his
coach, as well as condolences.

“I'm sorry,” Weber told Williams.
“I'm sure you're - disappointed but

. hopefully you'll play again.
-2 Right behind _the senior - point

guard was Dearman, who clearly did
not look like he wanted to walk, talk
or live. He had a wide-cyed look on

" "his face that seemed to imply a desirc -

to shut himself off from the wosld

.and move to a'shack in Montana.” -

Weber put” his arms _around
his senior forward as-Dearman

PR

pted to walk right th

and tried to cheer him up. .

The first attempt to get the mes-
sage across did not work, so Weber
gave Dcarman a sccond and more
authoritative embrace, which was
touching but somewhat hilarious.
Dearman is nearly a foot taller than
his coach, -

Weber told

Ee
gh him

him to smile, and

. Dearman replied by asking what he

had to smile about.

“We've done some pretty good
things,” Weber told  Dearman,
attempting to make him think of
previous successes instead of the

. horror that had just taken place.

Those watching on TV got a
glimpse of it, but it did the moment
no justice. I watched the tape a few -
days later and through the television,
would have thought nothing of it
cither. o

But from 50 feet away from the
Saluki bench, it *=s a tcar-jerking
sight to anyone with a pulse. That
was why I was not depressed. What -
1 had witnessed reduced the game,

‘and that was all it was at that point

—'a_game, to a trivial match-up
between regular people. -
* That onc’ moment of - beauty
made me forget the score, how much ;..

T hated Creighton and how painful it
was going to be to interview a giddy
Kyle Korver after the slaughter.

Weber had taken hold of his twé
seniors, especially Dearman, the
way a father would after his child
had endured a rough day at school.
It was a microcosm for the relation-
ship between a good coach and his
players, and it reminded me of the
times my father had done the same
for me. e

With that fresh in my mind,
I shrugged off the sight of Kyle
Korver wearing the championship
netaroung his neck at the post-game
press conference. ‘ :

I diove away from the. Savvis
Center with a- feeling of content-
ment; The five-hour drive to my
parents’ West Suburban home was
peaccful, serenc and devoid of ncga-

. tive thoughts, and as I drove through

the black skies of central Illinais, I
hoped Williams and Dearman had

enjoyed a similar two-hour journey -,
Y ) .

back to Carbondale. -

Their coach had given® lilc;n L

cvery reason to be happy.

Michael is a junior in journalism. .

\His views do not necessarily reflect those.

of the DALY EGYPTIAN. o
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- Dany Ecyrrian

L Down, but not ou

- . ) L T - P:Rnn:nson ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

After losing the Missouri Valley Conference tournament championship game by 24 points to Creighton; SIU junior guard Bryan Turner " -

 listens to his headphones and waits in the Saluki locker room:; for other team members to get dressed and make the long trip back to”

Carbondale, The Dawgs fretted all week about earning a bid to the NCAA tournament, but their.worries were relieved Sunday evening
when it was announced that SIU would play Missouri in the first round of the tourney Thursday in Indianapolis. .
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SporTs ExTRA

SIUC fans travel to St. Louis to support the Salukis
through the trials and tribulations
of the MVC tournament

lessica Yorama
Daily Egyptian

" Long sympathetic hegs.”
Comforting pats- onthe back.
+ Sweaty faces covered by towels.
” Blurry cyes fighting tears and the haunting
vision of the scorcboard.
"The almost audible sound of the clock click-
ing away on the scason.

" experience the agony of defea”. g

And Monday night, they felt it themselves,

But before the pounding that left the Dawgs’
NCAA future uncerrain, fans leaving home
before the game ended and an all-but-silenced
and stunned Dawg Pound, the Salukis had a
few days to revel in the sweet taste of victory.

Despite the not-so-sweet smell of stale
popeor, sticky floor and crowded atmosphere
of the Savvis Center, large numbers of fans

maneuvered their way into the stadium Saturday

to watch the Salukis play their first tournament
game aguinst Illinois State University.”

-*You get a y different persp
watching the game on television than you do
live,” said Helen Martinko, a senior in rehabili-
tation services from Carbondale. “Watching in

person gives you more of an opportunity to sce

the personality of the players.”
Martinko was not alone in her desire to

;{Yon the Dawgs in person. The SIU and
matchup provided the highest attendance
for a Missouri' Valley Conference Tournament
game that day. Maroon was the predominate
color in the fairdy packed audience with chants
of ISU faint.

“It looks good out here,’ said Doug Owens,
a junior in clementary education from LeRoy.

“The stadium’s full of maroon and white and
. there’s only a fow specs of the other teams’
“The Salukis - were ‘responsible for m\ismg._'ﬁ
South Missouri State and Illinois -State to

school colors. It's a good image for the school.”

The chorus of three 1SU fans sitting in the -
" Dawg Pound held steady throughout what was,

at first, a close battle between the two teams.
But as SIU progressively pulled ahead, even the
three ISU fans who spent the majority of the
geme chanting “ISU!™ abandoned their team
spirit somewhere on the sticky ﬂoor and joined
in chants of “SIU! SIU'™

SIU seemed to find the f:tr-m:lhcr fans’ '
amusing as thcy, in spite of their bright red-
shms, stood to join in the sca of students clad -

in maroon in cheering on the Dawgs. Although
they took pti = in the victory over ISU, a great

deal of shirts reading "] H8 Crcxghmn, showed

what Saluki fans had in mind.
The buzzer prepared to sound, leaving the

score at 72 65 and members of the 1SU team’ -

standing in a hopeless huddle, their coach
before them, their season, clearly behind.

See FANS, page 9

Dengx ANDERSON ~ DaiLy EGYPTIAN

Thousands of Saluki fans converged on the Sawis Center in St. Louis dressed up and pamted to cheer on SIU for the duration
of the Missouri Valley Conference tournament. Many fans brought foam bones, mlm Saluk:s and dressed in anythmg maroon
to show theu team sme :

LesTen K. Murray = DaiLy Eavenan

Elvis showed up to :hzer the Dawgs in the final game of the MVC Championship

to overtaxe Creighton. .,

- game March 10 in St. Louis, Even With the kmg in anendante it just was not enough
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FANS

CUNTINUED FROM FAGE 8

The game :q,:unst Snuth
n\llssoun State provided a sensc of
dLJ:I vu. A different tcam, sport-
- ing the'same school colors as SIU, |

demonstrated essentially the same
" scenario for fans,

- “The initial.fear, as the Bears,
“a squad the Dawgs beat with easc |
later. in thescason, appeared a
worthy opponent of the Salukis. .
Midway into the fourth quarter,
fans experienced a united sense of
relicf as the Dawgs released them-

“selves f~am the geip the Bears held

them in for most of the game.

) e trumpets and trombones
of the pep band roared once again,
fans of the opposing team finally’
took their seats realizing once and
for all there was nnllnng to cheer
about.

. Wearing identical colors, but

" no longer the same degree of

spirit, they sat, arms folded, as -

Saluki fans swayed and danced to_
the SIU school song,

Messages of “1 bleed Saluki
maroon,” “Go Salukis,” and most
popularly, “I H8 Cr8ton,” trav-
eled across the bleachers where
fans swarmed together to disciiss
the past, present and mostly, the
future of their team. .

Everyone scemed to agree, in-

spite of several close. points in .

both games, that ISU and SMS -
presented no contest  for the
Dawgs.

The common, | consensus
scemed to be that the Creighten
Blucjays would not be so e:s:ly
shot down. E
" Butfanshada variety of theo-
ries as to how to ensure victery. .

“You-can't think :nboul it,” said
Tim Egan, a senior in plant and
soil science from Libertyville. “If.
you hesitate you lose, so you ¢an't
think about ‘it the possxblllty of

Maggle

Lxsrem E. Murway = Day EGyrrian -

Uhrig of Carterville was . all

painted up in

anticipation of the MVC tournament. Uhng showed her SIU spirit
-and wore #23 on her cheek in support ¢ of Jermaine Dearman.

thing on the way. But we'll worry
“about those problems later.

“We've been burning up the .":

“highway “to "come’ see this "‘gamc™
because we love .this ‘team and .

these are great guys to watch,

losing.”
There have been times when things

Leannc Milner felt attendance
was the key ta victory.

“I think it will be pretty tight
between us and Creighton,” said
Milner, a senior in radio and televi-
sion from Springfield. “We'll prob- -,
ably win by about six. It depends on

doubted them for a second.
“And as soon as we'win here,

with them to where ever the next
game is and join the pand

were a little sluggish, but we never .

we're going to gas up thecarand go

team as"the limping Da\vgs came
only as 24 points behind the game.
Bittersweet chants of “Carney,”
began, and it was certain the clos-
ing efforts of the Daivgs would not
be enough.

There were- some -who aban-
doned their team as it become clear
that they would suffer the same
fate they had placed upon ISU and
SMS. But most stuck it out to the
end, watching longingly as the final
buzzer ded and a mass of blue

there.”

how many pcnple show up .md how
These was barely enough room

pissed off we get”

Aaron Locse did not have any
- special strategics to guarantee vic-
tory, but he did have confidence.

“\We killed Creighton the other
night,” said Loese a sophomore
in mechanical engineering from
Alton. “\Ve're going to win. And
I'm.not guessing, [ know that.”

"It is impossible to list all of the
various. rituals and t':corics fans
performed before theegame. Some

for ]efferson and other fans to
breathe in the crowded ticket lines,
but there seemed to be plcm) of
space for chants.

Taunts of “Korver sucks!” were
responded to with boos from disap-
proving Creighton fans.

In return, Blucjay fans accom-
panied chants of “SIU” with quick,
strong; retorts of the word “sucks.”

SIU fans continued to- taunt

wore * lucky _Creighton- minutes
socks,  some " before the game
e Aol Tk
deal scemed o wm ﬂf[m’ March 1. paper during the
to agree with g : Blucjay’s pre-game
Milner’s * idea I'm appalled ! [hm‘ght u “introductions, toss-

that attendance
would play a role

in the potential floor.93 game of the MVC

. . ~Brandon Moore

victory. . freshman, _tournament began.
Creighton Radio-televisionn broadcasting In response, the

fans  appeared . Blucjays tossed up

to feel the same . . : .14 points before the |

way. " Salukis were cven able to respond.

~ An hour and a half betore the
gamé, the entrance to the Savvis
Center was compacted with the
various blues. and maroons of fans,
both bclxcvmg their team would be
the victor.

was going to be us on the

Mia chfcrsnn ‘and her friends’

Nikki Hickman and Bianca Tines
were not clad in the Saluki jerseys
they wore during previous games;

but they had taken_ the time to -

design a sign with the words, “Fox
;'ZJ Dcnrman. Saluki Showhmc
“I ! spilled *maroon p:-m in
my friends new 2003 car,” said
jclt:rson. a senior, in. radio and
- television’ from Spn[\gf:ld I also
think we may have broke some-

the air-as the final

More than 15 failed shots were.

discouraging .to students, but the
majority stuck it out on their feet.’
.- It was not until shortly before
halftime” when the Dawgs - fell
‘behind ‘uy 26, that rows of fans
started to fall like dominoes.
However, a’ majority of unset-
tl:d scated fans in fo way. mc:ml
' fans were deterred.
:In spite. of rhc unbelievable -

lead the Blucjays’ coasted ‘over the *
Dawgs’ heads, students such as Jon

- Zoanctti still prcdxclcd a ﬁc-pmn(
‘ lead for the Sajukis.”. :

*Students fell to their_ seats, but

lhc spifits of some fans did not, as

students continued to support their

ing the papers into .

soared to the court to congmlul:lc
their team. i

“A lot of us expected to win ;\ﬁcr
March 1,” said Brandon Moore, a
freshman in radio and television
from Chicago. “I'm_appalled. 1
thought it was going to be us on
the floor.”

The long period the Dawgs
spent fighting off defeat did not
make preparation any easier for fans

such as Moore, who said he would .

have preferred a closcr game, eveniif
itdid end in a loss.

““I'd just rather it be a closer '

game 5o we could have gotten some
respect,” said Moore. “We have
nothing to say now, no matter how
many times.we've won in'the past
this is. what people are going to
remember.”

In spite of disappointment over

“the D:m-gs futile efforts, fans left -

hoping that those responsible for
the NCAA selections would take
into account a stéllar play through-
out the season and lgnorc their

final pcrfurmancc in mc MVC -

tournament.

In_the' end, good play during -

the regular season paid off for the
Salukis, as the team was chosen to
face_the University of Missouri'in
the NCAA tournament, :

Unti! .the “game_takes’ ‘phcc :
- Thursday i’ lndunzpohs 3l the.,

" Salukis. can” dowas wa¥t anx-

., fously with fans just as cages to face

Missouri.

-*SIU was lhc No1 :':cd in thc i

MVC for areason,’ ‘said Egan
Because we have the No. 1 f:ms

Vrlrr j{mm bmrm

the end of our interview and Willis"
Jaughed slightly, but the mmll mood

wasstill docile. .

It was ai odd mix between
despondent and confused, and [ think
it helped the beleaguered players to
ulk to someone who was trying to
figure out the same thing they were
= how a team known for its shooting

could throw up enough bricks to build

:molh:r Savvis Cmt:r. .

happens,” Hairston said, shak-
ing }us head and most likely (rymg
to figure out what happened to
team’s accuracy as he simultancously
answered my question. “It happens

ldu: dus sometimes. It's bask:tball. Irs
BRENNER . just how things go sometimes.” .
. CONTINUED FROM mos 1n Every player'] talked to said he -

- . had ph)ecr horribly, but no onc could
David Camcy was holdmg a slwe. and understand why. .
he may have been the only Salukiwho . " Halrston was able to explain SIU's
rode the bus back to Carbondale ona - defe at length, but
full stomach. like the others, had no clue why his
' Camcysqtswmsunkmandhu “team had missed 17 of its first 18

* face wasbright red. - : ‘sho
He was ot crying, but there is Just And ncxth:r did 1, a thought that

. something unholy about a man eating - stayed ‘with me even as I left the
a slice of pizza while bokmg as if his - Savvis Center and walked through the
pet had just died. bly cold streets of d n

5 Ast}wph)mbcgmmhlkmthc St. Louis.

" media, who at that point was myself " . “Will lhcy shoot like this in thcu'
and the guy from MTV, they scemed - next game,” I thought. “Or, even
to cheer up a little bit. worse, will their next game be in the
"~ Hairston cracked a smile toward ~ NIT?" |

I reccived what would tum out
to be the answer to the latter ques-.
tion Tuesday when 1 logged onto
ESPN.com to asscss the damage of
the previous night.

Andy Katz took the first chance he
could to defend the Salukis.

“Use ink to write Gonzaga and
Southern Illinois into your bracket
if youve got common sense,” Karz

. wrote,

I sure hope the Saluki players saw
the same thing. News like that goes
a long way in helping them regain
their appetite for basketball, as well
15 pizza.

r-----lcllp & Savel HERE FEN PEN BEE PN

1'Universi

ITALIAN RESTAURANT

1ty Ma]l Speciall |
\ i

| 50% OFF

All Large orders of Pasta
Including: Seafood and Chicken Pastas,
Lasagna, Stuffed Pastas, as well as
cream & tomato sauce pastas.

w/

University Mall Location only, No Coupon Required
Available for carry out orders (618)457-5545
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_ #8 Drake 62

#9 lllinais State 6%

Dauwy Ecvrmian

5N

\ 49 illiriois State 63

#1 51U 75

#10 Indiana State 567

eja vu for SIU in'st. .Louis

Creighton topples Salukis in MVC tltle game once again

Jens Deju
Daily Egyptian

ST. LOUIS — For the second
straight year the SIU men’s basket-
ball team had 1o look at that sign.

The sign read “Missouri Valley
Champs™ and was held high in the
air over screaming fans by a player
wearing a MVC Championship hat
and t-shirt.

The problem for the Salukis was
that the sign was being held by a
Creighton Bluejay player — again,

SIU head coach Bruce VWeber
said he wanted his players to
remember the Blucjays cuphoria
when they won the game last sea-
son and use it as motivation.

The Salukis remembered the
feeling, but could not do anything
to change it.

It was dejavu all over again for

1

Last year, the Salukis were
the No. 1 seed in the tournament
while Creighton was No. 2. The
two teams were seeded exactly the
same this vear.

Last year SIU had to go through
Southwest Missouri b..:= in the
semifinals to get to the champion-

ship game. Once again, SMS stood
in their way.

Last year SIU faced Creighton
for the championship crown and
automatic bid into the NCAA
Tournament and lost. This year
the Salukis .faced Creighton for
the championship and lost for the
second su:ughl year.

- Onc thing which is not the same
is that last year was

Salukis who were down at the
half, but instead of just having to
overcome a three-point lead they
were being shellacked and trailed
by 26.

Weber said it was a shame the
Salukis could not play better since
the championship game is a chance
for the conference to be showcased
across the country on ESPN.

“l wanted to

MVC All-Toumament Team

Playet Team
Jermaine Dearman +; Scuthem Illinais |=

Kyle Korver - MVP

Creighton

Larry House .-

Terrance McGee

e v ety $6Tantedtoplay - P, Ciign A
blowout. , Creighton and I think  wanted 10 play
. Th‘; N Blucjays  our kids wanted to play C{;‘B}_’\‘sﬂ-} . ‘lVCb'-‘:
started the game on . said. e iclt to go
210-Orunandwent  Creighton. Wefeltio e o top teams

into the locker room
at halftime with a
42-16 lead.

SIU head coach
Bruce Weber said
Criighton's  first
half spurt reminded
him of last year's

_ got the nwo top teams

: . ; ame'is what it's all
in the cl'mmpxon.sfup gbm"_.‘ s
game is what it's Onc thing the
all about.%? Salukis hope they can
— Bruce Weber  fepcat from last year

head coach, SIU basketball

in the championship

is inat they received
an at-large bid and

game when the Blucjays overcame
a three-point halftime deficit to
beat SIU 84-76.

“They played a lot like they did
last year in the tournament in the
second half;” Weber said.

This time around it was the

ran over Texas Tech and Georgia
in the NCAA Tournament en
route to the Sweet 16. -
The players had a2 week off
before the announcement of the
NCAA Tournament ficld on
Selection Sunday and SIU senior

guard Kent Williams said after the
championship game. that it was not

_going to be an casy one.

“It's going to be a tough week
again, but we hope that wc've done
enough,” Williams said

The committee felt SIU had
done cnough and gave the Salukis
one of the rarc at-large spots in the
Big Dance. ’

The Salukis get their chance
to show the Creighton game was
a fluke when they face their first
round opponent the Missouri
Tigers.

The remaining question is how
far can SIU go in the tournament
this time amund.

Reporter Jens Deju '
can be reached at
)dqu@dm])rgypmn com

#7 Northem lowa 60

RN

Creighton hands SIU worst defeat since 2000

Michael Brenner

Daily Egyptian
Monday" s
24-point  loss to
Creighton was

SIU’s worst. defeat
since losing 82-57
to BYU in the 2000
National [nvitational
Tournament and its
worst in the Missouri
Valley Conference
: Tournament  since
losing .to Wichita
State by 30 points in 1984,

The Salukis set scason lows in field-gual
percentage (34 pcrcent). points scored (56),
threc-point percentage (12 - percent) and
three-pointers made (2).

SIU's 15 missed lhrcc -point shots was a
scason high.

on the bright side...

+ Jermaine Denrm:m was mmcd to_ the
MVC All-tournament team, joining MVP
Kyle Korver, L:Iﬂ')- Houst, Terrance McGee
:md Randy Burns.

‘Dearman scored - 53 points ' in three

games, pulled down 27 rebounds and for

. three stmght games, did not get poked in

the cye.

Weber named .
MVC Coach of the Year

Shortly before the MVC rtour

Valley sets attendance racord

The Missouri Valley Conference broke its
old tournament attendance record by more
than 4,000 last.weckend.

15,911 people showcd up for Monday
night’s ch p game, sh:m:nng the

~.ommenced, SIU. head coach Bruce \Veber

was named the 2003 Coach of the Year for
the first time in his carcer.

Weber reccived 26 of 39 first-place votcs,
far ahead of Southwest Missouri State’s
Barry "Hinson (7 votes) . and Creigitton’s
Dana Altman (4 votes). Wichita State’s
Mark Turgeon, Evansville's Steve Merfeld
and Bradley’s Jim Les also reccivad votes.

Richardson canned .

Hlinois State head coach Tom Richardson
was fired Tuesday following one of the most
g scasons in Redbird history.

Picked to finish fourth -in" the coach’s

presecason poll, Ilinois State - finished “the .

season in ninth place with an 8-21 record,
including a 1-15 start.

Richardsor. tad just  his fourth
scason as head coach in Normal and was only
one season removed from finishing sccond in
MVC Cu;lch of th: Year balloting. :

- previous finals record of 10,£77 set in 1993
when SIU defeated linois State.

“The all-time record for~ single-ses-
sion attendance was set the previous day,
when15,703 showed up to watch the semi-
finals.

Grllmgham OK, sull set for
re-evaluahon by neurologist

Hmdlc) guard. James Gnlmbh:lm. \vho(,

suffercd a ‘level-three concussion ‘at the
beginning of the Braves’ March € loss.to
Wichita State, is still resting in Peoria-’
“He vas released from St. Mary's Hozpital
in 5t.' Louis on the same day of the injury
after undergoing X-rays and a CT scan.

* Gillingham - was - knocked unconscious’

after absorbing an accidental elbow and knee
shot from Wichita Statc’s Jamar Howard,

- Howard was "driving to the: batk=t and-
while Letendmg, Gillingham slipped, a3 dut .

'lloward causing the collision.
Gllhngham was. c:ned outona slrclchu

and to an ambulance a few fect away in the
Savvis Center tunnel, He rode to the hospi-
tal with his family, who had flown in from
Canada for the tournament.

Bradley trainer called Gllhnghnm fortu-
nate and said Keith Morrow s:ud it could
have been much worse, '

"It was the most significant lm you can
take to the head, because the knee: .nove-
ment delivered so much force,” Morrow told.
the Peoria Journal-Star shortly after the
incident. “James was probably knocked out
before he hit the floor.” .

Korver named Second téam’

Cmghlon fnn\:rd Kyle Korvervias n:mcd :
a sccond-tcam All-American Wednesday,’
becoming the first Bluejay to earn the honor’
aad the first MVC pl;\yer to make: ll\c\lc:m :

rince Hersey Hawkins in !988

Williams watch wanlng S ', '

[\cm \Vl]lums s still 92 pmnls bclund
Charlic Vaughn for the SIU all-time scoring
record, and i appears he will not make it
unless the Salukis make it to the Final Four. -

SIU has never made it beyond the Sweet -
16,'so V.lubhns rccord \v'll most hkcly stand -
for'i long umc .
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ST. LOUIS. — The ph}trs su]Lnd :
the cheedeaders sxghecl and the fnns stood'in
silence, ',

For the sccond ymrm arow, SIU had ended
its conference seson with a loss to zh: hated.
Creighton Bluejays. - - E

The Salukds finished the Missouri Vallc’ .
Conference - tournament with: a whimper
Monday night, losing 80-56to Creighton in
the championship game. The loss cost SIU an -
automatic bid to the NCAA tournament and "~
a week of uncertainty before: finally learning it
would play Missouri in the opening’ mu.nd of the
Big Dance Thursday.

The cause of Monday’s dismantling was the "
same glaring weakness SIU displayed thie entire
weekend — shooting.

The Salukis shot 34 percent from the field'
during the route, missed their first 13 shots and*
connected with only five of their first 32 field!
goal attempts. . ‘

**There’s pretty much not.‘ung you can do,”.
said junior Bryan Tumer, who finished: the -
Creighton game 0-0f-6 from the field. “Tt was~
like there was alid on thenim.”

Monday’s performance took many SIU play-
ers by surprise, but the waming signs were there
in the tournament’s opening games. -

Sophomore guard: Darren’ Brooks  went
3-0f-11 from the field during SIUs 75-63:
quarterfinal win over Ilindis State and as’ the
tournament went on, it became mfacnous

The Salukis, who came into the tournament
witha field goal percentage of ‘nearly 48 p:n::m.
shot 39 percent in the first half and 44 percent

- _for xhe game in r.he scmx-ﬁna]s but snll man- - ;1
aged to oust Southwest Missouri Smc from the"

tournament by a score of 64-55.

The game was close until-about czghr min-
utes to go when SIU, led hy_]:nnamc Dearman’s
six points in the final five minutes, pulled away.

Bur the next game was against Creighton;.
and [hcrr. would be no reprieve for a bad start

. or podr shooting. That lethal combination put -

the Salukis down 42-16'at lh: hatf’ :md sealed
SIUS fave: L

SIU thiead coach Bruce ‘Weber said he kn:\\
his team pl:nyad poordy cardy, but-the competi-
" tion level was just Jow enoughto squm!-.hywnh

. victories:—a lwxury.
not-afforded 0 the " gty
Salukxs Monday €€ There's pretty
night. * . much nothing you
“I. think we were - -

Jind of lucky againet can do. It was like
Iilifois- State and: - there was a lid'on,
Southwest that they- Ctherim.dY
Just “werent good' — Bryan Tumer

‘enough,” Weber said
of: SIU - first two'
games: “We were ripe 10 kxnd of get bmr, but
our kids just kind of willed ourselves to win."
_Starting center Sylvester Willis 'said the
tear's early missed shots doomed STU because

- the Blugjays, unlike the Redbird$ and Bears, do

ot give their opponents much room for exror.

- “We got off some bad shots early, and we did
it in'the first two games, but we did it against
amalgoodrmmandnjustuughtupmus,

- Willis said.

‘Aside from saying they played poordy, the
Salukis could not figure out why the bortom of

the net was so e]usm: or why Creighton Lxcked ’

th:u‘mﬂ.h ; utWeberhasafcwthns

he did not tell them, but he cannot prevent his

- players from logging onto’ sports websites and”
+ fy gunng it out for themselves, -
He said that could- h:l\'ebecnaxacmrm the

loss, but said it is possible his team was sunpl}

burned out from playing its 1ast seven games| in-

must-wm situations,

“I'think the whole thing aught up to xh:m )
Iookmg bad»;' ‘Weber said. .“Sometimes you' -

can't even: sex’ it ‘coming, -but when: you win
scsmmnmw,andcvcrygmnexsdmbxga(

game, it just got to the pom( whac xljusl took:

its toll on us.
‘It uvr:whdmed us”

Italso did not hc]p that when Weber shifted.

SIU to a motion offense in the Cmghmn game,
his' players threw up shots after. only a few
screens. He pr:fcrs\mngnmof!h:shotdock
10 get off'a decent shot.

“That will be the primary focus in practice
this ‘week, and SIU hopes its adjustments will
give SIU fans something to cheer about again.

The players do not.want one bad: loss to

overshadow wha( they feel has been a tremen-

dous season.
“The wholc years been great,” sophomorc

Stetson' Hairston said: “Wc’\r‘ accomplished’ .

things people never thought we woulddo. ..

“We had a good season. [Creighton] kicked
our asses, and we just gotta go out there and play
no matter what happens.”™

" Reporter Michael Brenner can be reached at
m\:mnncr@dml)tgyp

Webcrsaxd that before the Creighiton game, ..
"hxsmmknethhzddoncnllnnwdndmdo
to reach the NCAA tournament. Weber said:-

. the

Semors fafewell less than ste]lar :

’ onlyxs Kent buttermilk, hes spoiled bunemulk. b

Jens Deju
Daily Egyptia ,

ST. LOUIS —-\’Virhp:stmor:th:mum-
minutes ining in the ck ip game-

of the Missouri ValIz) Conference Toumnament,
SIU head coach Bruce Weber took . his two.
seniors, Kent Williams :md]mmmc Dearman;
out of the game to an ovation from the crowd.

The problem is they did not come out of a
title-clinching victory. Instead they were com-
ing out ofa 24-point loss to Creighton ina game
televised rationally on ESPN.

As the players came off the court, Weber -
hugged both players and whispered a few words
0 them before they took their place on the
bench. This is not the way it was supposed to .
end for two of the players most responsitle for
SIU’ retumn to being a conference poweshouse.

In their four years Williams, Dearman and
the third. senjor, David' Carney, have been a-
yart of 88 wins and fwo MVC regular season
crowns. The, also were part of the backbone to
last seasons’ Sweet 16 teain.

" Goin into the MVC Toumament, the lone
thing the scniors ‘had yet to accomplish- was
winning the tournament. When they failed to
achieve it, the pain was ‘clear in the Flccs ofthc -
SIU sraiors. - -

“I'm dmppoxmcd for the seniors because dus
was onz of our goals,” Weber said. “We wanted *
Io c:]cbmn:, we wanted- to cut down the nets.

We just didn't play like we are capable of.”

Although the final game was a disaster, it
was ot all bad for the Saluli reniors. Dearman
came out'a man possessed in the first two
games, scoring 2 total of 43 points :md pl.“.l')g
down 17 rebounds in wins over. Illmn
Southwest Missouri Statee. - . .

His 26 points against Hlinois St:m: fied:
his- carcer-high, which he ‘set eadier. this year.
against Wichita' State. The rest of ths Salukis

realized Dearmau had the hot. h.u:d and: ‘went

* to him as often as they could:

. *Whoever ‘gets hot we get the ball 1o
- thiem;™ said: scnhomoxr_ guard Darren Brooks.: -

“[Dearman] played w*  the whole game offense

" and defense so we lookl:d forhlm a Jorand hc‘
dld well™

. Durm;ur“us h«sn:mt 10 mk: too uchi:-
- . credit ﬁar his ph} qnd smd he felt a

: xo“hcrchcxssonopmsupﬁnrDmn Not

H

Just th hc

' could put up
did:

‘1 fcdl.du: anybody can take aver the game, it
just depends on the - Sinuation,” Dearman said:

Dearman was thought to be the nunmway :.
- winner of tournament Most. Valuable Player

honors before ]aymg an cgg in thc ﬁxsr half of -
thed hton: The,
senicr (rom lndnmpuhs tnlhcd just four points
in the halfas Creighton weat into h:llﬁlm: \vxth
a26-pointlead: -, *

The sccond: half ‘was. rnuch bctter wuh

Dnrmnn ﬁnxshmg with. 10' points” and- 10 "; .
rebounds fr his second double-double of the

tournament, but the game was already out of
reach for the Salukis.

After.the ganie Dmmun, who averaged 18- :

points and nine rebounds over the weekend; was
named to the All -Tournament Team, but MVP
honors weut to Creighton’s Kyle Korver.
. Williams. was scemingly the opy
Dearman. The player who' has led SIU the

past four years in scoring oould never get gumg K

offensiv

The Sa]uhs second all-time lcxdmg scorer .

mamaged just 34 points in the three games.

just 4-0f-12 sliots; but he still'was able to help
the tzam in’ other ways. The senior from Mt.
Vernon alss fought foul trouble-all weekend
long, " ’

ng. X
* - The Al-MVC First Teamer steppad up his

intensity on the defensive end-and did‘a good
job. of attracting defendérs and!pitthing it to
an’open: Teammate io conpensats: § "cr hm ck
of scoring. ;
“Y was trying not to foice things. If. I had my

shot,l“asgmngm takeit,” Williams said. “The.

“SMS head cm;:h Barry Hinson, who com-
p.m:th :uns(oSupcnnan ter.he dropped

ite of

VVxllums knew his shet’ was. not f:llmg, <
dally in the Creighton game where ke hit .

- He draws all sorts of flies”

The seniors, will have one more chance to
- leave-Saluki fans with ‘a favorable i impression
when they face the Missourt Tigers in the first
round of the NCAA Tournament. . =

The- Sehukis: hope .their last performance

’ \vill be" something more reminiscent of what .
they have meant over, the past four years ©

- the program they, have helped build ﬁom the
groundup. e

jm.ngu can be reached at
quu@dmly:gyyum.oom -

v-sqson.sald .

" “Kent's. buttermilk,” Hinso ).
mzan by that is everybody's got to pay a

removing: him frorn he

#arch. 10 championship game tel

- mbrtnnu-@dmlyegypuznmm )

'I» depressed, :

~to eat

ST. LOUIS — Kyle Korverwasalive, well

. and smiling. Creighton fans, who may have had

aslight majority in the Savvis Center scats, were.
ecstatic. -, -
Omaha had not been wxpcd off the mzp by

i a Russian nuke either; so I was ready maskmy

Genie for a refund,
- But I was in St. Louis and had a job to do, so
1 begrudgingly walked through a blznl.n: of blue

 on the Sawvis Center. court and'into a tunn:l

waiting for the Saluki locker room to be opened:
to the media.

It’s after Josses like these that the grm:s')ob
in the world suddenly becomes work.
1 did not want to do interviews, and I knew
players were not too thrilled about it cither.
Standing by the closed double doors to the locker

rosm, 1 debated what I would say. Normally, I - -

would have a million questions written down, but
my wind had been sidetracked by the shock of
what took place on the court.

But Iwas about to receive anothef jolt of soul~

. vacuuming depression because when the doors

finally opened; the scene was subdued enough to

_make Richard Slmmons reach for Prozac. .

_ With the exception of Jermaine Dm‘
Kent Williams and Darren Brooks, who had .
gone w the offidial press donference, every Saluki
p]z)-er was leaning against a wall

And not ondinary Teaning - the wall; or locker,
was the only thing allowing them o sustain Vere

Gality. Every player sccmed w0 be devoid ofna:k .

muscles as well.

Sietson Hairston’s forchead was pcrpcndxm.l

“to the floor, Brad! Kom as sitting in-the far

comer by himself and even Syhm:r “’ilhs was

- notsmiling.

Bryan Turner had buried himself in his
‘headphones, which is not unusual, bur he was
not walking around with the usuai jook of con-

" tentment on his face. He was sitting down and

because h::, Tike the rest of the - team, had no necL
muscles, his palms were the on}y things ho]dmg
his head up.

Even more d:snu‘bmg were the 15 1 20 bases
of Papa John's pizza stacked near the ‘middle of
the room. The players, coaches and trainers »+2
so little that the remaining boxes were distrily - 4

. mthcmcduaﬁenhemmshad]cft. L

By the =

ric the. doors had opmcd onl)
) sne BRENNER. page 9
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Emotions took many forms -

during the Salukis’ trek

through the conference
“tournament last weeken

SIU sophomore guard Darren Brooks
and senior forward Jermaine Dearman
congratulate each other during an lllinois
State free-throw attempt in the waning
moments of the Salukis’ first-round 75-
63 victory over the Redbirds. Dearman
set the pace of the game early with a
monster dunk and finished strong with
a total of 26 points to give the Salukis
their first win of the tournament. ’

DEREK ANDERSON ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

.S1U head coach :
Bruce Weber
stares down an .
~ official during the
-March 9 game
‘against Southwest

Missouri State,

The Salukis won
j..64-55 despite
a controversial
call that resulted -
in Kent Williams
. spending the
“-majority of the
first half on the
bench.-

DEREK ANDERSON
DAILY EGYPTIAN

LESTIR E. MURRAY ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN
(Above) SIU senior guard Kent Williams shows the look of .-
determination he had throughout the MVC tournament..
Williams will get one last chance in the NCAA tournament
when the Salukis face Missouri Thursday in Indianapolis.

(Right) SIU senior forward Jermaine Dearman reaches out
for a defensive rebound during the second half of the Dawgs”
game against lllinois State. He finished the game with 12
rebounds and was a member of the all-toumament team.
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