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Tedrick said it is particularly 
essential for the students to pay for 
the athletic facilities because the 
increased revenue would encourage 
private donations, which are slated to 
fund half of the first phase of Saluki 
Way.

 “We have to step up as a uni-
versity before we can go to donors, 
and I feel very confident once this 
process starts that we’ll be successful 
in that endeavor,” he said. “When 
they see progress, people want to be 
a part of it.”

There was a discrepancy wheth-
er the $270 tuition increase was 
passed because Tedrick did not 
read it aloud while announcing all 

the items in an omnibus motion.
Tedrick said after the meeting was 

adjourned he did not realize he failed 
to announce it as part of the motion.

Since the item was not singled out 
for a separate vote as other matters 
that did not have unanimous approval 
were, it is assumed the motion would 
have passed, he said.

SIU General Counsel Jerry 
Blakemore said he is looking into 
the matter to see if the item had to 
be formally announced to be a part 
of the motion. He said if it was not 
technically passed, the board would 
either ratify it in its June meeting or 
call a special meeting to formally pass 
the increase.
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Several SIUC students said 
they liked the new features of 
the page.

Ashley Swinford, a senior 
from St. Joseph studying psy-
chology, said she thought the 
slideshow accurately portrayed 
life at SIUC, but the new 
design made it difficult to find 
what she needed. 

“How do I get to SalukiNet?” 
Swinford asked as she clicked 
through the pages.

Despite a few confusions, 
she said the redesign would 
attract more students than the 
previous site.

Bryan Haupt, a senior from 
Lockport studying advertis-
ing, said he thought the old 
Web site was bland, but easier 
to navigate than the new one. 
He also had trouble finding 
SalukiNet, as well as the library 
site and WebCT.

Haupt said he only uses the 
site two or three times a week, 
but thought he would get used 
to the new format.

“The Web site is much bet-
ter than it used to be,” he said. 
”There’s a lot more stuff you 
can click on.”
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He said the fact that the board also 
unanimously approved a new deal with 
the faculty union Thursday shows his 
equal commitment to academics.

“Coach Lowery is drawing what 
the market is willing to pay for his 
services, and we think we did the right 
thing by that,” he said. “We’ve had 
two good contracts here negotiated 
now that has done as well as we could 
by our academics, and we think that’s 
consistent.”

Lowery became head coach of the 
Salukis for the 2004-05 season. In 
three seasons, Lowery has a 78-26 
record and a 3-3 record in NCAA 
Tournament games. Lowery did not 
return calls for comment Thursday.

Moccia said he is glad the board 
did not have any problems with the 
contract. “I’m happy it’s over with and 
we can focus on other things,” he said.
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The Bears boast one of the 
MVC’s best pitchers in junior 
Melissa Porche. Porche is third in 
the MVC with 170 strikeouts and 
has a 1.96 ERA with 18 complete 
games.

Blaylock said she believes the 
team will be able to hit well off the 
Bears ace.

“She throws hard which is good 
for us,” Blaylock said. “She tends to 
get behind in the count and we are 
a disciplined team so that works in 
our favor. I hope we can draw some 
walks and get on base to do some 
things.”

Porche will have her hands full 
with the Saluki offense. Senior 
catcher Amanda Clifton and junior 
shortstop Becky Wegmann are 
among the conference leaders in 
walks with 24 and 20, respectively. 

Freshman second baseman 
Alicia Garza is on a 14-game hit-
ting streak and was the hero in 
Tuesday’s 3-2 victory with the walk 
off home run. Garza leads SIU with 
45 hits including 11 doubles and 
24 RBIs.

Garza said she tries to do every-
thing she can to help the team win.

“I just try to hit the ball and 
put it in play and make the defense 
work,” Garza said. “I just want to 
do my part for the team and help 

the team come out strong this 
next game.”

The Salukis (30-8, 11-2) come 
in with some of the best pitching 
and defense in the country. SIU 
ranks third in the nation with a .978 
fielding percentage despite the four 
errors during the last game. 

Senior pitcher Cassidy Scoggins 
leads a pitching staff ranked 21st in 
the nation with a 1.65 team ERA. 
Scoggins is 16-5 this season with a 
1.66 ERA and 151 strikeouts.

The series will start with a dou-
bleheader at 12 p.m. Saturday at 
Charlotte West Stadium.

jeff_engelhardt@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 238

SOFTBALL
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Josh Johnston
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Mother Nature will decide if the 
Salukis men’s tennis team can play 
outdoors where they feel the most 
comfortable. 

SIU hosts No. 53 Drake at 11 
a.m. Saturday and Creighton at 10 
a.m Sunday. If the weather does not 
cooperate the Salukis will play their 
games indoors at Sports Blast.

Saluki Sophomore Hugo Vidal 
said SIU has an advantage if the 
matches are played outside.

“I think Drake is a really good 
team indoors,” Vidal said. “We are 
more used to playing outside, that’s 
where we have been playing the last 
three or four weeks, so I think it would 
be better for us if we played outside.”

The Salukis split their two con-
ference matches over the weekend, 
beating Bradley April 7 and losing to 
Illinois State April 6. 

After losing two of its first three, 
Drake (17-2, 2-0) has won 16 straight 
matches. During the winning streak, 
the Bulldogs have shut out eight of 
their opponents and have outscored 
conference opponents 12-2. 

Drake sophomore Maor Zirkin 
won the MVC Men’s Tennis Player 
of the Week this week for the third 

time this season. Zirkin has won nine 
straight doubles matches and is 21-4 
in singles competition. 

SIU coach Dann Nelson said the 
sky is the limit if the Salukis pick up 
the win against No. 53 Drake this 
weekend. 

“If we can get the win, there is no 
stopping us,” Nelson said. “We know 
we are a good team, if we can just put 
it all together for 
that one day, we 
can beat a team 
like that. We’re 
thinking only 
about Drake right 
now.”

Creighton (4-
8, 0-3) comes to 
town Sunday on 
the opposite side 
of the spectrum. 
The Jays have lost eight of their last 
nine games by a combined score of 
52-1. The combined winning per-
centage in singles matches for the Jays 
is .279, compared to a .640 percentage 
for the Salukis.

The women’s team takes a trip 
to Iowa this weekend to face off 
against Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls 
Saturday and Des Moines to face 
Drake at 10 a.m.

The Salukis are coming off a non-

conference win Wednesday and have 
won seven of their last nine, but the 
two losses came against conference 
opponents last weekend. 

Northern Iowa (13-4, 2-1) lost 
to No. 27 Wichita State 7-0 in the 
Panthers’ last match April 8. Northern 
Iowa senior Meredith Esbeck is 12-4 
in singles competition and has won 
her last four. Esbeck and sophomore 

Taynara Moraes 
are 4-0 in doubles 
this season.

Drake’s wom-
en’s team is 1-2 
in conference 
play this season. 
The Bulldogs lost 
their last con-
test to Wichita 
State 7-0. 

Saluki coach 
Rene Vidal said the team is ready for 
the road trip this weekend.

“Coming off a busy weekend and 
playing yesterday, I think we are 
well prepared,” Vidal said. “We’re 
looking forward to this week-
end and I think it will be good for 
the team to actually go out and 
compete together.”

jstone59@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 282

Weather could play role 
in upcoming matches

TENNIS

‘‘We’re looking forward 
to this weekend and 

I think it will be good for 
the team to actually go 
out and compete together.  
 

— Hugo Vidal
sophomore tennis player  



Sports Friday, April 13, 2007DAILY EGYPTIAN 19

Saluki kicker Craig Coffin looks 
to add two more records to his ever-
growing list of accomplishments in 
Saturday’s 6 p.m. home game versus 
Indiana State. 

Coffin needs six points to pass 
former Saluki running back Tom 
Koutsos’ school record of 307 points. 
Koutsos played for SIU from 1999 to 
2003. 

If Coffin makes two field goals, 
he can also pass Ron Miller’s school 
record of 40 field goals. Miller, who 
played from 1983 to 1986, was 
a member of SIU’s 1983 national 
championship team. 0.
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Craig Coffin

Former Saluki reliever Jason 
Frasor and current Toronto Blue Jay 
came in and pitched 1.1 innings of 
relief in the Blue Jays over Kansas 
City. Frasor did not give up a run 
or a hit and struck out three. Frasor 
preserved his .00 ERA and now 
has seven strike outs in 4.2 innings 
of work.

The NCAA decided on Thursday to revert back to the old rules for college football. Last 
year they tried to speed the game up by having the clock run on possession changes and 
starting the clock on kickoffs. Now the clock will not run on possession change and will 
not start until the ball is touched on kickoffs. Is this change better for the game?

Saluki InsiderInsider

“Good idea in going back to the old 
system, NCAA football. The running clock on 
kickoffs was exploited, and the clock ticking on 
possession changes could provide an excuse 
for coaches whose teams lose games late. But 
were there any instances of the latter? I can’t 
remember… so I guess you could say, this barely 
qualifies as news.’”

“I like a faster game but the changes only 
reduced game time by 14 minutes last year so 
it didn’t really work. If they really want to do 
college football a favor they would get rid of 
instant replay. The good news is the kickoff will 
be from the 30-yard line so there will be more 
return touchdowns. It’s a shame Ted Ginn Jr. will 
be gone.” 

“I didn’t even notice the difference. I prefer 
the game to be sped up, but I didn’t notice either 
way. It doesn’t even matter to me.”

Do you have questions for 
the Saluki Banter that you 
want answered?
e-mail de_editor@dailyegyptian.com

JOSH JOHNSTON

josh_johnston@
dailyegyptian.com

SALUKI TRACKER

SCOTT MIESZALA

scott_mieszala@
dailyegyptian.com

JASON FRASOR

JEFF ENGELHARDT

jeff_engelhardt@
dailyegyptian.com

DE: If I’m a potential recruit, 
what’s your selling point?

KB: I think one of the biggest 
selling points of SIU is the home-
like atmosphere with the kids. A 
lot of the kids are the same types 
of people and they get along with 
each other well because they are 
from the same types of back-
grounds and families. I think the 
stadium is a huge selling point and 
so is the campus because it’s so 
beautiful down here. Success helps 
and it breeds further success.

DE: Who is the most colorful 
character on your team and why?

KB: I’d say wit-wise, Ashley 
Hamby. Some of the stuff she 
throws out with movie trivia and 
sarcasm is very funny. The three 
freshmen have been entertainment 
on bus rides. It’s been youthful 
and it’s got me back to under-
standing what it’s like to be a 
freshman again.

DE: What is the hardest part 
of your job on and off the field?

KB: Writing the lineup card 
is tough because you need to play 
everybody. The toughest part of 
my job would have to be sitting 
at ballparks for 12 hours at a 
time in 100-degree heat watching 
people play.

DE: Say I get 20 pitches with 
Scoggins, am I getting one of 
them to hit? 

KB: Sure, absolutely, we throw 
strikes. People just have a hard 
time hitting them.

DE: No, I’m asking if I could 
actually hit one.

KB: Oh, you’re asking if you 
could actually touch the ball? No 
way. (laughing)

DE: You haven’t even seen me 
play though.

KB: I’m just going to bet on it 

not happening, I have to pick Cass 
in that battle. (laughing)

DE: What about the SIU base-
ball team? If she throws to some of 
those guys can they hit off her?

KB: I’d say some of those guys 
would be able to at least put the 
bat on the ball, there’s no question. 
But it’s a different angle, the way 
she’s pitching. It would definitely 
be interesting to see. 

matt_hartwig@dailyegpytian.com
536-3311 ext. 269

15 MINUTES
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Powell started the first game of 
last season’s series against Wichita 
State, earning the win. He pitched 
6.1 innings and gave up two hits 
and five walks while striking out 
four.

“I’d like to think Jordan Powell’s 
a good first-day pitcher; he’s due for 
a good start,” Callahan said. “He’s 
had two starts in a row where he 
hasn’t pitched up to his capabili-
ties.”

Jumping out to a fast start 
and minimizing mistakes will be 

the keys to victory this weekend, 
Callahan said.

“Baseball is not a game of per-
fection,” Callahan said. “It’s tough 
to expect perfection, but yet at the 
same time typically the team that 
comes closest to perfection is the 
team that’s going to win.”

Before winning two games 
in a row, the Salukis lost 6-5 to 
Valparaiso April 7, giving up three 
runs in the first inning, which 
Callahan said was demoralizing for 
SIU.

When the Salukis took two out 
of three at Wichita State last sea-
son, they scored two runs in the first 

inning of the first game.
 Callahan said the Shockers have 

proved themselves as the measur-
ing stick in the Missouri Valley 
Conference. Wichita State (27-8, 
7-2) leads the MVC in ERA, strike-
outs, batting average and runs.

“I’d like to think that in the last 
five or six years we’ve closed the 
gap on them a little bit, but they’re 
still Wichita State,” Callahan said. 
“They’re a team that has to be reck-
oned with and a team that has to be 
respected.”

scott_mieszala@dailyegpytian.com
536-3311 ext. 269

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

DAN CELVI ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

Kerri Blaylock poses for media day at Charlotte West Stadium. 
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Weather issues
Will imposing weather be an issue for 

tennis this weekend? page 18

BASEBALL

Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIU baseball team may 
have a couple equalizers in its 
weekend set against Wichita 
State.

The Salukis begin a three-game 
series against the No. 11 Shockers 
at 3 p.m. today. SIU trails 28-79 
in the all-time series and is 13-
43 against Wichita State under 
Saluki coach 
Dan Callahan.

But SIU is 
4-3 against the 
Shockers since 
the start of the 
2005, includ-
ing a near 
sweep last sea-
son, when the 
Salukis took the 
first two games 
of the three-game series at 
Wichita State.

Now the Shockers travel to 
Abe Martin Field, where SIU is 
16-2 this season.

“I think we got a good group of 
guys that knows that, who cares? 
It’s just another team,” Saluki 
sophomore catcher Mark Kelly 
said. “We got home field advan-
tage. We got all the advantage. 
I think they should be worrying 
about us.”

In addition to home field 
advantage, SIU (23-9, 4-2) will 
send sophomore Cody Adams 
to the mound Saturday. Adams 
struck out 10 batters in a complete 
game shutout against Valparaiso 
April 8, finishing the job with 97 
pitches, including a new grip on 
his slider that pitching coach Tim 
Dixon showed him.

Adams, who is 8-1 with a 2.26 
ERA this season, said his new slid-
er has more up-and-down move-
ment, as opposed to side-to-side.

“The old slider was not as 
sharp; it didn’t have as much spin 
on it so it’s easier for hitters to pick 

it up,” Adams said. “The new one, 
I just rotated my fingers a little bit 
and got more of the seams on it so 
that way I get a better bite on it 
and feel for the seams a little bit. 
And it helped a lot because the 
spin’s tighter, you know, they think 
it’s a fastball but then right at the 
last second it breaks.”

Kelly was behind the plate for 
Adams’ shutout of Valparasio and 
said Adams didn’t tell him about 

the new grip, but 
he noticed the 
improved slider 
in warm-ups.

“The way he 
threw it Sunday 
was the best I’ve 
ever seen him 
throw,” Kelly said. 
“His slider has 
great depth and 
we didn’t even 

use the splitfinger because we didn’t 
have to.”

Senior pitcher Jordan Powell 
looks to get the start for SIU today, 
squaring off against the Shockers’ 
Travis Banwart.

Banwart is 6-2 with a 1.09 ERA 
this season. His last outing was 
April 6 against Creighton, when he 
pitched into the ninth inning, strik-
ing out seven and picking up a no-
decision when the Bluejays scored 
three runs in the ninth to hand the 
Shockers a 3-2 loss.

Powell is 5-4 on the season after 
picking up losses in his past two 
starts. He pitched 5.2 innings April 
7 against Valparaiso and gave up 
seven hits and five runs, but only one 
run was earned.

“I was rocking through my bal-
ance point; the ball was just up. I 
mean, that’s the only excuse I have,” 
Powell said. “That’s the only thing 
that was wrong, was the ball was 
up and they hit it. The wind was 
blowing out, it was not a good day 
to leave the ball up.”

Editor’s note: 15 Minutes is a fea-
ture in which the DAILY EGYPTIAN sits 
down with an SIU athlete or coach for 
a brief interview that touches on sports 
and lifestyle.

In this edition of “15 Minutes” 
we catch up with Kerri Blaylock, 
coach of the SIU softball team 
who is in her eighth year at the 
helm. Blaylock grabbed her 300th 
career victory March 24 against 
Indiana State and she has led the 
Salukis to a 30-8 record this sea-
son. She tells us about family, the 
hardest part of her job and how 
tough it is to hit off senior pitcher 
Cassidy Scoggins.

DAILY EGYPTIAN: So how did 
you originally get involved with 
softball?

KERRI BLAYLOCK: On a play-
ing level, growing up in Herrin 
basically means that if you’re a girl 
and an athlete, you’re going to play 
softball. It’s kind of a tradition 
that you do that. I have an older 
brother that was a very good base-
ball player who was about seven 
years older than me and I tagged 
along every time my dad took 
him out to play. I liked baseball 
and softball better than any other 
sport.

DE: How did you get into 
coaching?

KB: I decided that accounting 
was not my cup of tea. I actu-
ally graduated with a degree in 
accounting and an MBA, but I 
decided I didn’t want to push 
a pencil for the rest of my life. 
Although I respect people who do 
that, I like this a lot better.

DE: Why is this area a good 
fit for you?

KB: I grew up in Herrin and I 
will just say that I love the place. I 
tease people all the time riding in 
the bus that Carbondale is God’s 
country. I don’t want to leave. I 
think it’s a good place to be and 
my family is here and my friends 
are here and I can’t think of a bet-
ter situation.

DE: Do you keep in regular 
contact with former players in the 
pros?

KB: Amy (Harre) has been 
all over the place. She’s been in 
Australia recently so I haven’t 
heard from her as much. But I talk 
to the Viefhaus twins all the time. 
I’m still pretty involved with their 
lives. Really, my class of 2000, I’ve 
been to five weddings and seen the 
birth of a bunch of babies. I keep 
track of all my kids on the phone 
or by e-mail. 

DE: Being close to home, how 
does that impact your family life?

KB: My father passed away 
in 1992, so I’ve got a mom and 
a brother, so yeah, I stay close to 
them and make sure that they 
are all right. I make it a point to 
stay close to them and take care 
of them.

15 minutes with —
Kerri Blaylock
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JASON JOHNSON ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

Allie Hanson, a freshman for the Saluki softball team prepares 
for the team’s next game vs. Missouri State. The game will be 
Saturday at 12 p.m. at the Charlotte West Stadium. 

Salukis face familiar foe

Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Luck will run out for either SIU 
or Missouri State as they prepare to 
play each other after both teams won 
their previous games in come-from-
behind fashion.

The No. 20 Salukis are coming off 
an extra-inning win Tuesday against 
Evansville, but Wednesday’s game 
against Middle Tennessee State was 
rained out.

Missouri State has had its share 
of success lately and has won four of 
its last five games. Two of the Bears’ 
last three games have been won in 
the late innings. 

The Bears defeated Wichita State 
1-0 on April 4 in 11 innings on a 
walk off double, and won against 
Northern Iowa on April 7 after an 

eight-run rally in the sixth to nab a 
10-8 win.

SIU coach Kerri Blaylock said she 
expects a tough game.

“I think every conference series 
is tough. Any conference team one 
through 10 can sneak up on you,” 
Blaylock said. “We’re not looking at 
it as Missouri State. We’re just look-
ing at it like another opponent so we 
need to be ready to play.”

Missouri State (18-20, 6-7) has 
a balanced offensive attack with six 
players having RBI totals between 
10 and 19. Senior outfielder Katie 
Martin is batting .327 with 19 
RBIs.

Sophomore shortstop Jessie 
Smith has six home runs with 19 
RBIs. Smith was named to the All-
Missouri Valley Conference team 
last season as a freshman, while 
Martin was named to second-team 
All-MVC.

SIU prepares to bear down

See BASEBALL, Page 19

See SOFTBALL, Page 18

‘‘We got home field 
advantage. We got 

all the advantage. I think 
they should be worrying 
about us.  
 

— Mark Kelly
sophomore catcher

MELISSA BARR ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

Jordan Powell pitches during practice Wednesday afternoon 
at Abe Martin Field.  This weekend the Salukis will play in a three 
game series against Wichita State that will begin today at 3 p.m. at 
Abe Martin Field.

Team to take on 
hot Missouri State

See 15 MINUTES, Page 19


