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menory of Bilal ibn Rahab, a black Ethiopian slave
who became the comrade and closest friend of
Mohammad, the Prophet of Islam.
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Abul Qasim Mohammad Ibn Abdullah of the Arab tribe of

Quraish was born in the city of Mecca, in what is now kiown as
Saudi Arabia, in about 570 A.D. One zuthor has put his date of
birth as 29th of August 570 A.D. at a close approximation.

ding to the custom of Quraish at that time, the child was given
in the custody of a lady of Bedouin tribe. He lived with the
desert tribe till he was five or six year old. He was returned
to his mother, but she soon died. Thus the care of the doubly
orphaned child devolved upon his grand-father Abdul-Muttalib.
Three years later he lost his grand-father also. Then his uncle
Abu-Talib took care of him and did not put anything material or
moral he had above the protection and care of his brother’s son.

zing, tending camels and ths like jobs. He remained unlettered
and untaught by men. But he learnt from them and learnt o teach
them and in the ensuing years really sent to oblivian the works
of many a generationg of philocsophers and the learned.
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town saw in him a very different personality, distinct and gently
aloof from others. His charming noble appearance, his clean habits
and above all his honest and gtraight forward behavior won for him
,the ungrudging name of Al-Amin ie., THE TRUSTWORTHY. He was trus-
=y ted by all, for safe keeping of valuables--articles as well as
personal secrets. He was called upon to settle the disputes and

to help the needy. He established himslef as the living example

of clean moral conduct, £o rare among the people around him, He was
hired as trade agent by a rich lady and he took several journeys

in ' Arabia and to Syriz for business purpcses. The lady, who was
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His father had died a few days before his birth. Accor-

In his boyhood Mohammad helped his folks in sheep gra-

As he reached the age of discretion every one in the

a widow, afterwards married him.



Mohammad used *to vretire in a cave, where he medidated
upon the cruel and ignorant things in the scciety, and fervently
prayed for true guidance and light to an unseen Cod, @f whom he
had some knoledge from Jews and Christians and whose signs were
go apperant to his searching soul.
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When he was of forty years cf age, he sar a dazzling
Tha g and puzzled man replied., I am unlette-ed I can not
read, and again he was told that In The Name Of God fost Merciful
Most Compassionate, Read Aloud!. . . , and so he did,

What he was given tc read was simp}e Tessagg._nat start-
ling and new for the mankind, but only fresh in 1ts spirit, clear
and unequivocal in its form, most sincere and convincing .in its
effect. This was the repetition of the eternal truth, we'l worth
ever repeating, that there is nc lord except one God. He who
created the man, created him in the best mould. He in Hi: mercy
taught the man the pqre.and.r%ghtecus_way o{ enjoying his tenmporary
sojourn on earth , within limits of time, distance cause cid effect,
and at the same time working his way toward the eternal lile, attain-
ing the pleasure of his Creator and thus fulfilling the pursose
of Creation. Mchammad continued to receive the revelation Foy the
next twenty three years, till = few months before his dea’'h his reve-
lation declared that the book was completed.

the most trying, testing and revealing. When he first i
to be the messenger of God, only thres peopls believed in iim,
His wife, his cousin a young boy., and an elderly man of :ifs ‘
He was persecuted by his fellow men, Tortured, abused and ri-feuled.
The chiefs of the powerful tribes conspired for his incarceratisgp,

and assasination. He and his followers were put to severe bodi.s
torturs, saw stoppage of food and water, and were deprived of

their property and families. Some of them died of the cruelties.

Cne day in the town of Taif Mohammad was severelvy stoned by a mob

en the instigation of the sverlords of the place. The eys witness siys
that his shoes stuck to his feet with the drying blood. His freed
elave Zaid was accompanying him. Zaid said why vou don't curse

these pecple so that the wrath of God would over take them, ,wwyou

are God's Prophet., 87 Mohammad sat down, raised his hands in

prayer and said--My Lord give these peoplethy guidance, they ars

just ignorant.
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Let us see a few charges against Mchammad whish hac
8G enraged the whole nobility of Arabia. He was charged with deste
roying the honor of all Arabs by associating with black slaves,
sharing food with lowly men, and giving the respect %o Persians
which was only due tc the Qurzish. He was charged with destroving
the tradition by preaching against the killing of female infants.
He was charged with blasphemy by preaching that their idols were
mere pieces of stone or wood and wers utterly powerless to driwve
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a fly from their faces. iHe was charged with seduction by preaching
that the women had their rights and they should not be treated as
goods and chattle. He was charged with creating rebellion by
publicly declaring that a slave was just as egual a men as his
master. He was charged with creating nuisance by dencuncing gambling
drunkenness and debauchery as sins. He was charged with destroving
the livelihood of people by preaching against loot, plunder , and
usuary. He was called majician, poat, and lunatic. He was very much
blamed for the convincing effect he had in his speech, ii® Was
charged with corrupting the yputhbby;telggﬁ thfg.ggggtnzﬁg which
made them rebslilious &nd coniempiucus oL 'ine © ?

The cruelties of his opponents didemiethe? stop him
from preaching nor they could ehgak the ever 1nc§ea51mg numﬁgr 4
of hig followers. When the Quraish ?hlefg were 1hems?%ves tire
of their cruelties, they tried to bribe him, 0f§ere§ mlﬁﬁgreat
wealth, and promised to crown him as the king of all Agiilauallin
He rejected all those offers. Nothing cou%? 3?0p him rom © i %am
+oward the way of God, the path shown by hzs?truetlra?nets~-; raham,
Mosses, Jesus and all others. There was no raiagatlon in persecu-
tion of hig frllowers so he ordered all those who ?auld afford , to
take refuge in Abyssinia, where they received the best hospitality
from the Christian king. The king suppressed all efforts of their
being turned over to their enemies,

After 13 years of preaching in Me
Mohammad left for Yathrib, afterwards called ina, the City of
Prophet. This filight, in 6822 A.D. is called Hijera in Moslem .
History and their calender runs from this year., Though he returned
victorious to Mecca and cleaned the holy mosgue of Abraham and
Ishmael from the idols, but he soon returned toc the city of his
adoption. Mohammad died in about 633 A.D.

He left behind him a nation of devout God fearing men
and a neat and clear way of life or a religion called Islam and
a book of guidance called Quran, together with his own traditions

and example of a MAN, a true servant of God.

Within a few hundred vears after Mohammad's dea
Islam spread from Arabia aceross North Africa into Spain 0
South Eastern Eurcpe; & acceross Asia as far as the Philippines,
carrying the message revealed to Mohammad, aad before him to
Jesus, Mosses and Abraham--the messags of one God, the egquality
of all men, the dignity that man should reach through knowledge.

WHAT IS ISLAM

The religicn advocated by Mchammad is called Islam.
The followers of the religion do not see fit to call it Mchamma-
denism, because they dc not believe that it is an invention of
Mchammad himself. They believe that it is the repetition and
continuation of the same message, guidance and light of God, given
to the other prophets before Mohammad. In the very beginning of
the second chapter of Quran the idea has been well clarified |,
where the believers are defined as those who believe in what is
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