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“The Spirit of Bilal! continued from page I

lohammed and his followers had such high regard for Bilal that
in addition to his being ﬁﬁeazing he was mede First Treasurer of Islanm,
and had, =zs wali the offise of receiving and entertaining diplonmats
and high offici als such as eﬂissurwév from the Persisn and Roman
empires,

Abu Bakr, the first Calivh, contimed close in Islamie trother-
hood to Bilal; as dié Omar, the next Caliph. So esteemed was Bilal
Dy ilos lens that af'ter the can&uﬁe of Jerusalem, he rode through the

streets at the right hand of Omar, In this way and others, Bilalls
gower gnd popularity vere recognized until hiz death,

Because of his black color, "Bilal was insulted at least once,
and that time was by Princs Constatins . Roman General and head of
the Syrian arnmy., Waen Bilsl was sent %o talk with the Prince about
termg for Syria’s surrendey 3 Constatine locked at zi%ai and said,

7 will have nothing te do with this black slave." The Roman General
N |

‘paiﬁ dewr1y fop thms ﬁnﬁu¢% fsﬂ Bilal imposed strong terms, terms
that met with the loslen wmnara?;ﬁ approvals
#When Bilal diedy he was buried in Demascus, where his msusoleunm
attracted visitors for centuries afterwavds, Although Bilal died,
he remaing as & symbol of @aaaiity and brotherhood among men. #Eth
that same spirit, this newsletter is galled "Bilal®,
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"Tenets of Islan® contimied from page 1 e-—-

Tre principal bases on which the Islemic gystem is founded are
(1) a belief in the uniiy, immortality, power; mercy, =i suprei
love of the Crestor; (2) = belief in provhets that came before lo-
namned, ineluding Jesus and loses, howsver, according to Hoslems,
iichammed 1s the last of the prophets that God will send; (3) 2 be-
1%ef in ef rerity and brotherhoad among men {%) subjugatbion of the
passions: and {5} accaunﬁeglllzy for humen sztions in snother sxis-
tancsa, In following issues #*Bilal", these principles of Islan
will be discussed more Puiﬁya;

‘é“«’} E"’i@

The Moslems, with a total membership of nmore than 420,000,000
followers, are second in nmumber only to Catholies, wh@se me muerm
ship is sbout 500PQ00,000, Hoslems are acatbered around the worid
zz followss

Hor erica 33,000 ifrian 86,178,853

South Ame 35 Ls duzst 3 - 102,000

Iurope 12 5 nssia EQ%SGG;?GOG

Asisz 40,000,000
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“oslem Student Asscciation® continued from page 2 =we
from both Europe and the Unifted Stabes got together and drafted a
constitution for the Hoslem Student Association., The Constitution
was approved on Hay 21, 1963, and officers were elected on iday 30,
1963, Of the six offices of the Ezecutive Commiftee, four were
filled, one by an American Protestant. In accordance with the ioslem
principles of tolerance and brotherhood, the Association is willing
and would be glad to £ill the two remaining offices with bellevers
from noneioslem faiths,

The purpose of the lioslem Student issoceciation is To fulfill a
‘nesd on the SIU campus. In the past, Islam has not been presented
adeguately, either by Hoslem or non-lioslem speskers, OUne of the pur-
poses of the Associstion will be %o provide losliem speekers who ars
able to present Islam more sccurately and completelys

in addition to making Islam better understood, scme other gensral
purposes of the Association sre: o sirengthen Iraternal bonds among
lfoslem students; to promote friendly relationships between Joslen
and non-ifoslem students; to arrange discussion meetings; and to par=-
ticipate in Islamic activities,

The members of the Executive Committee, who were elected on
day 30, 1963, ares

Yousef Danesh Prasident

Linda Clark Secretary

Said &Anabtawi Treasurer

Saeed Nizami Religious Relations Chairman
-2 @ 2

Dr. H.4, Jacobini Faculty &dviser

o= L4 @ e Lo L]

This is Issue I of "Bilal?, a monthly publication. The editors
invite its readers 40 express their views and to send any pelevand
articles for prindting., The address of the Asscelstion is 713 Free-
man, Carbondale, Illinois, '

EDITORIAL STAFF

Clark, Linda Lateef, A4bdul
Danesh, Yousef Nizami, Saeed
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On August 4, 1963, 2t 7:00 Pom., The Moslem Student Assoclation
will meet in lorris Library Lounge %o hold its General Adssembly.
411 students and others interested are invibted Lo attend,

= e P P w2 @

Also on August 4, 1963, a% 83100 p.m., in Morris Library Lounge,
MS4 will hold a celebration in honor of Mohammed’s birthday, The
program will include one brief address lasting no longer than fifteen
minutes, Afterwards, guesits are invited o remain for refreshments
and conversation.




