PROGRESSIVE THEOLOGY

DR. KAUFMANN KOHLER—AT HIS EIGHTIETH
BIRTI—IDAY

BY IIAROLD BER\IAN

E ARE living in an age distinguished by the neglect of book-

learning and the deep concentration on business. Meticulous
attention is being paid to matters practical and the scantiest to
despised abstract reasoning and the studies that are but remotely
related to the production of wealth and the promotion of comfort.

" The solemn declaration of the Constitution in its guarantee to all of *

us of our “inalienable right” to “the pursuit of happiness” has been
interpreted to mean the pursuit of material happiness and bodily
well-being, but the “pursuit of happiness” in the spiritual realm
scarcely does exist for the most of us, especially as an object worthy
of being fought-for and bled for. The worker in the field of the
Ideal, as distinguished from the concrete and the material, usually

_ receives his meed of recognition in the form of a pitying nod of the

head ; a silent comumisseration with the man who is wasting his gifts
upon things that are, at their utmost, harmless to the human race
and, at their worst, a sheer waste and dissipation of both brains and
energy that could go towards the manufacturing of hardware or
shoes. :

This has been—and largely still is—the traditional Amerlcan
viewpoint ; the outlook upon and the evaluation of the work of the
man who deliberately chose the life of the scholar and the producer
of spiritual wealth in preference to that of the producer of physical
wealth. That this mood is changing, if but slowly, we find evidences
here and there. - The man engaged in pure scholarship is gradually

~coming into his owmn, if but slowly and despite the fact that he
still lags considerably behind the village-boy who ‘went into the

Metropolis and became a millionaire, .or the whilem corner-grocer

who today controls five score of stores wherein cheese and butter
are being weighted out to exactly 11,869 pleased patrons daily.
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One of the few representatives of the little-thought-of scholarly
caste of America is now about to celebrate the eightieth anniversary
of his birth, crowning a long life busily spent in faithful labor in_the

field of Jewish theolocry and fruitful research in the inexhaustible
-storehouse of Jewish literature, both the old as well as the new. Dr.
Kaufmann Kohler, President Emeritus of the Hebrew Union College
at Cincinnati, is even now being honored by American Jewry on the
occasion of the attainment of his eightieth niilestone (on May 10th),

still vigorous in mind and body and still bent upon the diligent pur-
suit of his favorite study

Doctor Kohler has ploughed deeply the field of Jewish theology.
He has cultivated his soil with such meticulous care. that it has pro-

duced for him an unusually fine crop of fine fruits. He has dis--
covered ever-new beauties, age -old .yet ever-new truths in the old,
old field.

His system of theology is a progressive one. He believes that
- theological thought and principle are not the cut-and-dried formu-
laries handed down to us, of this and succeeding generafions, by
men living at a time and age that could-not possibly—with all their
greatness and claim to inspiration—foresee the many changes—fun-
damental changes—brought into our life by the gradual, yet effec-
tive, forces of evolution as well as by the more revolutionary and
epoch-making discoveries and inventions.
' While he believes that the underlying principles of the Jewish
system of ethics and creed are immutable and as changeless as the
very elements of nature or man and are to be the guide-posts of the
Jewish people for all time during their existence upon this earth, his
theory is predicated upon the belief in growth ; the development and
expansion of our credal and ethical conception in consonance with
the growth of our general cultural life and the opportunity granted
us for a gradually extending spiritual life and the broadening of our
mental horizons.

Creed, then is not static but -dynamic; not at all a thing handed
down to us,in its finished and final shape, to be used in its identical
form by its votaries to the end of days but rather a living well tapping
an underground spring whose living waters keep ever welling up
and renewing themselves despite the steady drain by human hands.
And if a creed is a growing organism instead of a finished product ;
a handiwork of God in place of the ar tificial and once for all Timited
creation of man it follows that it will continue to grow together with
all the forces and life, and that all the elements, hidden and seen,
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that continually. operate to keep every livihg creature—and force in
nature as well—from becoming a finished and stunted object will at
the same time and in'the same manner operate to keep a religion
from becoming fossilized; but, on the contrary, will preserve its

elasticity as well as adaptability to life. In brief, even as there is .

no finality in nature so is there none in the realm of thought, in all
its many branches, creed included. , :
Viewing matters from this vantage ground, it follows that there
cannot possibly be any guarrel between revealed religion and science,
because the Raison D’etre of that quarrel, the underlying principle
of that quarrel—the irreconcilable and opposing positions of the two
towards our cosmic viewpoints and outlooks—has been removed.
The antagonistic and hostile feeling of the two towards one another
has been motivated by their inherently-opposite attitudes towards
life and the composition of their being. The one has been static and
other dynamic; the one has asgumed an air of finality and consum-
mate ultimateness, the other, one of flux and accretion; two view-
points that are utterly disparate and impossible. of conciliation in
any rational sense despite the many and futile attempts. But if one
views theology, and creed as well, as but one of the many abstract
sciences in none of which has the final word been spoken or the
ultima Thule been achieved, then the greatest as well as the most
potent source of mischief is automatically removed. Theology simply
keeps on growing, together with the natural sciences and man’s
cosmic philosophies ; and the two dwell harmoniously side by side.
What is one’s meat thus never becomes the other’s poison!
© Had this belief been general among the educated three or four
decades ago, what a lot of stress and storm we would have been
spared! What a dreadful and long-drawn-out series of battles we

_ would have been spared during all these years, and more especially

in the days immediately following the announcement of the Dar-
winian theory! Parenthetically, it may be added that this Battle of
the Books is by no means ended as yet; at least, not in this country.
On the contrary, it is even now a very live question in certain sec-
tions of the country and is engaging the legislative attention of cer-
tain law-makers let alone the hosts of lay preachers and various
political Phoenixes.  The'very fact of the persistence of this dis-
pute at this late day and the added phenomenon of a discredited
political leader successfully keeping himself politically alive by ten-

aciously and desperately holding on to the boot-straps of this dis-
credited sophistry is an eloquent commentary of the benighted atti-
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tude of great multitudes of people, as well as an indirect advocate
of the cause of dynamic theology. :
It is also the belief of Doctor Kohler that Judaism represents a

creed pure and simple; a Divine law and nothing more. Jewry, as
he conceives ‘it, is not a national unity, nor has it any Nationalistic
basis. or -philosophy. It is merely a creed; a faith; a philosophy of
life or code which its acknowledged votaries are expected to follow.
The Great Dispersions in the days of Titus and Hadrian had duly
said wale to the Jewish nationality as such, and since then the prac-

titioners of the Jewish faith and followers of its traditions have sim-
ply been members of the respective nations in whose midst they were'

born and dwelt and not excluding even the mediaeval—and some of
the modern—days when full and equal citizenship was denied to the

Jew in most lands of Europe. TFor even then, he was merely a-

member of an oppressed class, clan or family, but boasted allegiance
to no other ‘state of the present, past or future; one actually on the
map or situated in the realm of the dreamer’s vision.

. Acknowledging such views, it is rather strange that Doctor Kohler

should have so frequently quarreled with the theories of Moses Men-
delssohn and his immediate disciples who earnestly strove to ration-

alize Judaism and thus bring it into harmony with life as lived at the

present day. DBut, his quarrel with these apostles of modermty is
motivated not by any opposition to that modernity—that is, in fact,
the very viewpoint to which he held fast all through his life—but
rather to the method ; the system of thought by means of which they
duly arrived at that desired destination. And the systems of the
two are entirely disparate. Mendelssohn was a child of the eighteenth
century whose ear-marks were Rationalism and Scepticism, while
Doctor Kohler is a child of the more mature nineteenth, which wit-
nessed the birth of psychology as a science, and hence, was in a
position to appraise the human emotions—as distinguished from
mere cold reason—and assign to them their proper place in the cul-
tural life of man. The one dealt with a negative and limited force,
the other deals with a positive and practically limitless one; the
one is essentially destructive in its work, the other constructive.
Rational thought may properly be employed in undermining a time-
hallowed creed or a system of ethics; but to attempt to use it as a
means of bolstering up that which primarily is the child of emotion
nursed by tradition is futile and certain to be batrren of results.

A creed never, in all human history, did spl ing from the rational
thought and the cold loglc of its creators. Rather was it in each
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and every known and unknown instance, the product of great emo-
tion: a great and inexpressible longing after the indefinable some-
thing ; a great fear or a great joy in something impalpable yet real;
a quaking and a stirring of the heart and the fancy; an overpower-
ing something within the man which motivated by alternate mysti-
fication, fear and joy, results in the formulating a certain philosophy
of life as a means of clarifying once for all, man’s relationship to the
great universe and to the spirits that rule it. And for man to expect
that negative and sceptical Rationalism will serve as the lodestone
with which to draw forth the steel hidden away in dogma—muich
less act as a prop to its' tottering foundations—is sheer nonsense
indeed. :

- Doctor Kohler,.as befits one brought up in the school of Hold-
heim, Einhorn and Geiger, is a firm believer in the mission theory,
the theory so elaborately developed by these Nestors of the Reform
Movement in modern Jewry as to the persistence of the Jewish peo-
ple as a body through the ages. Having discarded the belief in the
national entity of the Jewish group as well as discarded the belief
and hope of a Messianic Redemption at the End of Days, they
evolved the Mission-theory; i. e., the belief that the Jews hayve been
providentially scattered to all lands for the express purpose of:
spreading the Monotheistic belief among the people where this faith
is not, or was not, yet known or widespread. When this miss:ion will:
finally be achieved the Raison D’etre of their existence as a ‘{ej;amte _
and distinguishable body :of people:, will have disappeared and. they.
will be ripe for the entering into the crucible that will finally and
ultimately dissolve. their historicalijand separatist constituen;t,s, and
they will then be 4bsorbed into the. physical and .spiritual body of

the people among whom they variously live.. One. may, as amatter
of course, accept or reject this article of faith according to his own
native predilection or temperamental inclination. - :

This, in essence, constitutes the sum total of Doctor Kohler’s

~ philosophy of religion ; his theological system and his interpiétation

of the Jewish creed and its place in human thouglit as well asim life,
ds it is variously expressed in the hundreds of his-monographs and
addresses, aid -more especially in.his magnum  opus which he has
named “gruidriss: einer systematischem Theologie_des Judgntums.
und Geschichtlichen grundlage,” published at Leipzig in 1910§_.:‘
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of Relativity

By Ernst Cassirer

' A Translated by
Wirriam CURTIs Swasey, Ph.D., and MARIE COLLINS’SWABEY, Ph.D.
Price, $3.00 '

PRESS NOTICES

. “One of the profoundest books on relativity of knowledge in its bear-
ings on mathematical and physical speculation, .is here contributed by
Professor Cassirer to issues raised anew by the Einstein theory. '

 “Described in more of detail, the book as a whole constitutes a con-
structive and systematic survey of the whole field of the principles of the
exact sciences from the standpoint of a logical idealism which is histori-
cally derived from Kant, but which lacks ‘the fatal rigidity’ of the latter’s
system. As the author develops his idealistic view, it becomes a doctrine
of creative intelligence, showing it to be neither idealism, pragmatism nor
realisni; as these terms are understood by us, it is rather ‘a positivistic
and non-static rationalism which seeks to preserve the spirit that unites = -
Plato, Descartes, Leibnitz and Kant, and to show how this spirit reaches
its fulfillment in the modern development of mathematical and physical
theory.”—Boston Evening Transcript, ‘ ' ’

“In the last hundred pages or so of the book, the author comes to the
exposition-of Einstein’s theory proper, and here his manuscript has heen
revised by Einstein himself. This is a most noteworthy contribution and
brings the abstract mathematical conceptions of relativity clearly into the
philosophical and even psychological field better than anything which has

yet appeared.”—The Pedagogical S eminary.
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NATURE and HUMAN NATURE
Eséay_s Metapﬁysical and Historical

By

HARTLEY BURR ALEXANDER
University of Nebraska

Cloth Pp. 580. S Price $3.00

Essays idealistic in tone, reflecting a humanistic phi-
losophy in search of “that truth which is knowledge of
mari’s'bést self and of that wisdom which can make of this
truth a spiritual helmsman.” . o

. PRESS NOTICES

- «“A life-time of thinking has gone into all of them, the
material utilized has been drawn from well-nigh every de-
partment of human knowledge, and the outcome is a vol-
ume which will take high rank for its stimulus to the rea-

soning faculty, its insight into the profoundest problems of

man and the universe, and its inculeation of advanced moral

and intellectual ideals.”—Boston Transcript

eWell considefed and beautifully written ‘thoughts,”—

New York Tribune.

“The author shows that he is & consummate dialectician

" and an adept at the exposition and criticism of special theo-

ries, as in his essay on the definition of number. But it is
as a study of the deepest values in human experience, that




the book will be read and welcomed.”—Springfield Repub-
lican. o : ' o

“The’ author is a futurist because he believes that on
the whole, despite the powers of evil and darkness, the
world is slowly moving toward . a higher. goal.”—Pedagogi-

cal Seminary.

“Though we cannot accept' his dicta, we can admire the
~ beautiful clarity of his style, the delicate, practiced deftness

with which subtle philosophical problems are stated; and
we acknowledge gladly, too, that in his pages there is noth-
ing to pain or offend; he remains throughout the highly
cultured gentleman.”—T%he Catholic World,

“Human Personality,”. . . .. “it is an impressive, strik-
ing, and deeply suggestive discussion of a tremendously im-
portant subject.”—T%e Hartford Courant.

“A. collection of essays by a scholar who teaches philoso-
phy on the basis of a sympathetic knowledge of anthropol-
ogy and folkways rather than as an extension of technical

.epistemology.”—J ournal of R’elz’g&'on. .

ORDER BLANK

Opeﬁ' Court Publishing Co., _
122 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago.

~ Enclose check for . S— |




Fvolutionary Naturalism
BY

ROY WOOD SELLARS, Ph: D.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
350 pp., Cloth, Price $2.50

“The aim of the present investigation is to work out in a systematic fashion
the possibility of an adequate naturalism. Evolutionary Naturalism does not sink
man back into nature; it acknowledges all that is unique in him and vibrates as
sensitively as idealism to his aspirations and passions. But the naturalist is
skeptical of any central, brooding will which has planned it all. The Good is
not the sun of things from which the world of things get their warmth and in-
spiration. The cosmos is and has its determinate nature. As man values him-
self and his works, he may rightly assign value to the universe which is made of
atuff which has the potential power to raise itself to self-consciousness in him."

i » » ) » . L

“Let man place his hope in those powers which raise him above the level of .
the ordinary causal nexus. It is in himself that he must trust. If his foolishness
and his passions exceed his sanity and intelligence, he will make shipwreck of
his opportunity.” _ . .

THE OPEN COURT PUBLISHING COMPANY
122 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE '
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

A Christian’s Appreciation of Other Faiths

'REV. GILBERT REID, D.D.
Author of China at a Glance
China Captive or Free, Bte.

Cloth, $2.50 _  Pages 360

Dr. Reid is the Director of the International Institute of Shanghai,
China, where he was established before and during the Great World
War. His social. and political relations with the Orient during the
trying period of China’s neutrality created in him = spirit of inter-
national understanding which broke down all sense of separateness in
human life, particularly in spiritual matters. His book is inspiring
to every sincere student of the science of religion and will do much

to-establish- the new order of human fellowship.
~ Order through any book dealer.

OPEN COURT» PUBLISHING COMPANY
122 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE . : CHICAGO
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BELL’S ADVANCED MATHEMATICAL SERIES

A First Course in Nomography. By S. Bropersxy (Reader in
Applied Mathematics at Leeds University). Pages, 135. 64 illus-
.. trations. - Price, $3.00. . ' :

Graphical methods of calculation-are becoming ever more-important=in
all branches of engineering. The. object of this book is to explain what
nomograms are, and how they can be constructed and used.

Prdjéi:five Vector Algebra. By L. Smeerstein (Lecturer in
Mathematical Physics, University of Rome). Pp., 78. Cloth, $1.75.

An algebra of vectors based upon the axioms of order and of connec-
tion, and independent of the axioms of congruence and of parallels, is the
subtitle of this book.  Some of the conclusions derivable from the subject
may be helpful to readers interested in the degree of soundness of the
foundations of the modern theory of relativity. ‘

A First Course in Statistics. By D. Carapoc Jowzs (formerly
Lecturer in Mathematics, Durham University). Pp., 268, Cloth, $3.75.

Some acquaintance with the prdper treatment of statistics has become
in the highest degree necessary for investigation in any field—biological,

. economic or medical. The constancy of great numbers,” one of the fun-

damental principles of the theory of statistics, makes it almost a science
of prophecy.
An Elementary Treatise on Differential Equations and

Their Application. By H. T. H. Piaccro, M.A., Professor
of Mathematics, University College, Nottingham. Pp. 242. $3.50:

The theory of Differential Equation is an important branch of modern

-mathematics. The object of this book is to give an account of the central

parts of the subject in as simple a form as possible. Differential Equa-
tions arise from many problems in algebra, geometry, mechanics, physics
and chemistry,

‘Elern'enta’ry Vector Analysis with Applic'ation to Geom-

etry and Physics. By C. E. Wearnersury, Ormond College,
University of Melbourne. Pages, 184. Cloth, $3.50.

A simple exposition of elementary analysis. Vector analysis is intended
essentially for three-dimensional calculations, and its greatest service is
rendered in the domains of mechanics and mathematical physics.

Weatherburn’s Advanced Vector Analysis. Cloth, $3.50.

" The first four chapters of the present volume contain all the advanced:
vector analysis that is ordinarily required. The remaining portion of the
book dealing with applications of the above theory, forms a fairly com-
plete introduction to Mathematical Physics. An historical introduction
to the subject is given in the author’s Elementary Vector Analysis.

THE OPEN-COURT PUBLISHING COMPANY

122 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE
CHICAGO _ _ ILLINOIS
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Books by Dr Paul Carus

THE GOQPEL OF BUDDHA. According to Old Records Edition
; De Luxe entarged and revised, Illustrated in old Buddhist Style by
~'O. Kopetsky. Boards $3.00. German edition, $5.00, :

T°Al SHANG KAN YING P’IEN. Treatise of the Exalted One on
. -responsé and retribution.  Boards 75c.

YIN CHIH WEN. The tract of the Quiet Way. With extracts from
" the Chinese Commentary. Boards 25c.

'N‘IRVANA a-Story of Buddhist Psychology. Illustrated by Kwason
Suzuli, Cloth 60c.

AMITABHA, a Story of Buddhist Theology. Boards 50c.

THE CROWN OF THORNS. A Story of the time of Christ. Iilus-
“trated. Cloth 75¢.

EROS AND PSYCHE. A Fairy-tale of Ancient Greece, retold after
' Apulems Tllustrated. Cloth $1.50.

FRIEDRICH SCHILLER. A sketch of hlS Tlife and an appreciation of
his poetry. Profusely illustrated. Boards 75c.
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" ment of mankind. Illustrated.  Boards $1.00.

CHINESE THOUGHT. An exposition of the main characteristic fea-
. tures of the Chinese world-conception. Illustrated. Boards $1.00.

THE BRIDE OF CHRIST. A study in Christian legend lore. Iilus-
trated. Cloth 75c.

ANGELU‘% SILESIUS. A selection from the rhymes of a German
Mystlc Trans]ated in the original meter. Cloth $1.00.

TRUTI—I 'AND OTHER POEMS. Truth Time; Love; Dg: Rerum
Natura; Death. Cloth $1.00.

GOETIHE. ; With special consldelatlon of his plnlosophy Profusely .
. 111ustrated Cloth $3.00,

THE VENUS OF MILO. An a1cheolog1ca1 study of the goddess of
Womanhood Illustrated. Cloth $1.00.

VIRGIL’S PROPHECY ON THE SAVIOUR’S BIRTH. Boards SOc
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JUST PUBLISHED

A Theory of Natural

Put Forward and Explained by Roge?’ Joseph Boscovich, S. J. Latin-
- English Edition translated by J. M. Child, University of Manchester,
. England, from the text of the firsi Venetian edition published
Auhder the personal supervision of the author in 1763.

With a short life of Boscovitch by Dr. Branislav Petronievic, Professor of

. Phylosophy at the University of Belgrade.

“ The most important of the assumptions in this work is that of Con-

‘tinuity as enunciated by Leibniz. This doctrine may be stated briefly as
‘Everything happens by degrees,” or as Boscovich says, ‘Nothing happens .

ry

per saltum’.

The second assumtion is the doctrine of Impenetrability............ His
material points have absolutely no magnitude; they are Euclidian points
having no parts....... The acceptance of this axiom by Boscovich is
purely theoretical: in fact, it constitutes practically the whole of the theory
of Boscovich. ' :

Boscovich claims that he has reduced all the principles of Newton to
a single principle—namely that given by his “Law of Forces.” -

This edition of the book was paid for mainly by the Government of
the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slavenes and the subsidiary expenses
by private subscription of certain Jugo-Slavs interested in its publication.
The Slav world has to its credit such names as Copernicus, - Lobachevski,
Mendeljev and Boscovich.

Large quarto 465 pages
* Cloth, Price $20.00

THE OPEN COURT PUBLISHING COMPANY
CHICAGO ' . - LONDON




Ready September 1st
THE GEOMETRY OF RENE DESCARTES

Translated from the French and Latin
By Davio Evcene Smita and Marcia L. LatEAM

This epoch-making work of Descartes is the first printed treatise that
ever appeared on Amlytlc Geometry.

The great renaissance-of mathematics in the Seventeenth Century
contains stars of the first magnitude of which La Geometrie of Descartes
and Principia of Newton are the most famous.

‘The publishers were fortunate in securing a copy of the first French
edition printed in Paris'in June, 1637, and a facsimile of this edition
accompanies the English translation page for page.

It is an important contribution to the history of mathematics which
is rapidly gaining recognition as the foundation of exact science.

Fully Ilustrated W1th Geometrical Drawings, Figures and I‘o1mulae
" Pri ice, cloth, $4.00

THE OPEN COURT PUBLISHING COMPANY
CHICAGO B a 1223 Michigan Ave. ILLINOIS

Saccheri’s Euclides Vindicatus
Edited and translated by |

GEORGE BRUCE HALSTED
Latin-English edition- of the first non-Euclidean Geometry published in
' Milan, 1733. N
Pages, 282 A B ' Ototh, $2.00

A geometric endeavor in which are established the
foundation principles of universal geometry, with
special reference to Euclid's Parallel Postulate.

THE OPEN COURT PUBLISHING COMPANY

122 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE
CHICAGO * ILLINOIS












