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44TT is written," said Abid ; "be, therefore, not sad, Lord."

-- We were looking down at a dead elephant from which

the ivory had been hewn. Two natives lay near : one, with a broad

bladed spear driven through his back between the shoulder blades,

was lying face downwards ; his head slightly twisted and mouth

filled with particles of earth ground up between his teeth, the other

lay staring up to the sky, one leg stiffly extended and one knee

drawn upwards ; the outflung hands clenched round uptorn reeds

whose serrated edges had lacerated the fingers as he had plucked

in his convulsive act of death. The haft of a knife, with a slight

shewing of its double edged blade, projected from his breast a little

below and to the left of the breast bone.

The hunters had been hunted and the same hands had robbed

them at once of their booty and their life.

The tawny vegetation for a little space was trampled flat. The

air shimmered in the heat and silence of the tropic noon ; and high,

very high directly overhead, a speck poised patient and changelessly

in the fierce blue African sky.

"Surely it is ordained that the slayer shall be slain, likewise he

that slays ; and that all things shall prey on each other."

He gazed athwart the savage sunlight as he spoke ; his dark face

expressionless, his burnous thrown back, and one delicate hand

resting lightly on the haft of the knife in his broad sash ; the thin

fingers of the other combing down the small beard curling darkly

at the point of his chin.

"Does not the creeping weed climb up the stem and strangle

* Al Furquan Arabic : derived by Muhammad through the Jews from
the Syriac and the Aethopic ; where its meaning is DeUverance. In Koranic
exegesis it is applied to express Insight, i. e. Deliverance through Insight.



AL FUROUAN 63

the flower of the forest: is not the voice of my lord the Hon heard

in the night calhng unto Ahah for meat ; and from afar do the jackal

and the vulture journey to the kill . . . these things be known. And

the hawk strikes down the dove ; and the monkey-people chatter

foolishlv as they pluck and eat the young corn . . . and women, do

they not prey on men. Surely they are as a madness to men. . . .

And this thing is true as my lord knowest ; for to Lokimi who was

as moonlight in the darkness of my heart, I brought death with my
hand because of her lover . . . my friend, whom also I slew. And
men because the\- are the greatest of all things they prey on all and

on each other . . . this, also, knows my lord ; who is my brother,

also, since our blood mingled as we slew together, and together lay

under the shadow of Azrael at the killing in the land beyond this

country of low black people. And above men are devils and afreets

w^hich are a torment unto mankind, decoying them into solitary

places there to slay them. And above the devils are there not the

gods of the unbelievers: the devil gods of the black people, and the

god-spirits of El W'eslei and Katoliki and Petero the great cutter

of ears all fighting together. . . . Nay, lord, why should we give

burial to these dogs? Allah will provide their burial; for it is writ-

ten, "unto all it is given to be hungry and seek meat." Shall we
rob the jackal and the vulture? Moreover it were a great foolish-

ness to toil with the matter of digging when the sun looks down so

fiercely. Nevertheless, I will take the knife from the dead one;

seeing it is surely a good blade. . . . Bisuiillah!"

In the country of the low black people Abid died long ago; be-

trayed by a woman to the spears of his enemies. His words remain.

They came often to me in the wet, blood bespattered trenches of

Flanders and on Eastern Fronts : as I participated in a killing great

beyond his dreams, or any his fierce soul ever imagined. Thev
come to me above the voice of the cities as I walk among men in

their ways of peace.

Along cold blasted ways within the Arctic circle where the

northern lights go wavering over the snow ; by fever stricken

swamp and tangled jungle within the tropics; storm tossed on icy

and desperate seas off the once dreaded Horn : over heat smitten

wastes of desert sand where the Simoon kn-ks behind the mirage

—

where these roads go down, in offices of duty I passed in earlier

years with the heart of high adventure. And when despite eager
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youth and its proud physical exuUancy, some fateful and tragic

happening struck me to sobriety and thoughts on the cruelty of men
and things—yet would I bring comfort to myself with the thought

that it was only in waste places of earth as yet untamed by civiliza-

tion that men and things were cruel ; and that beyond the wild in

the cities and towns wherein man had fenced himself off from raw

nature, there was a comity and security wherein something splen-

did in man labored upwards from the brute.

Now, after the abbatoir of Europe with its volume production of

organized human butchery; and the abbatoir of Peace with its kill-

ing by chicane and jobbed politics ; I look again wistfully back to

the trails that I trod in youth, as to a sweet and- easy pleasuring.

And I take with me and hold fast to the sure knowledge that amid

all the tumult of civilization there is a splendid striving after fine-

ness ; but knowing also, that whether in the brooding wild, or the

capitals of the western world, the saying made to me by Abid in

the country of the low black people is a thing of record and of

substance ; in that the slayer is slain, and likewise he that slays

;

and that all things prey on each other, since it is given unto all

things to be hungry and seek meat

—

Bismillah!

But there is a killing that transcends the mere slaying of the

body which rises in the morning and at evening is not.



THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW

Edited by

WILLIAM A. HAMMOND AND FRANK THILLY

Of the Sage School of Philosophy, Cornell University

September, 1928

Clarke's Ethical Philosophy (II) Ernest Albee

Objective Uncertainty and Human Faith David F. Swenson

Peirce's Place in American Philosophy J. H. Muirhead

The Philosophy of Plotinus John Watson

Review of Books

Ralph Barton Perry, General Theory of Value: by

Albert L. Hammond

—

Joseph Alexander Leighton, The
Individual and the Social Order: by William Ernest

Hocking

—

Herbert Wildon Carr, Changing Backgrounds

in Religion and Ethics : by Edgar Sheffield Brightman

—

Carl F. Taeusch, Professional and Business Ethics: by

by Philip G. Fox.

Notes

John Dewey. E. B. McGilvary. Union Academique

Internationale. D. Luther Evans.

Published Bi-Monthly

LONGMANS, GREEN 8C CO.

Lancaster, Pa.

55 Fifth Avenue, New York

1
1

Single Numbers $1.00 (5s.) Per Annum $5.00 (25s.)

j_



Publishers: DAVID NUTT, London—G. E. STECHERT CO., New York—FELIX ALCAN,
Paris—Akad, Verlagsgesellschaft, Leipzig—NICOLA ZANICHELLI, Bologna—

RUIZ HERMANOS, Madrid—RENASCENCA PORTUGUESA,
Porto—THE MARUZEN COMPANY, Tokyo.

"SCIENTIA"
INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OP SCIENTIFIC SYNTHESIS

Published every tncnth {.each number containing loo to 120 Pages)

Editor: EUGENIO RIGNANO

IS THE ONLY REVIEW the contributors to which are really international.

IS THE ONLY REVIEW^ that has a really world-wide circulation.

IS THE ONLY REVIEW^ of scientific synthesis and unification that deals with the fundamental
questions of all sciences: the history of the sciences, mathematics, astronomy, geology, physics,

chemistry, biology, psychology and sociology.

IS THE ONLY REVIEW^ that by means of enquiries among the most eminent scientists and

authors of all countries (On the philosophical principles of the various sciences; On the most funda-

mental astronomical and physical questions of current interest, and in particular on relativity; On
the contribution that the different countries have given to the development of various branches of

knowledge; On the more important biological questions, and in particular on vitalism; On the social

question; On the great international questions raised by the World War), studies all the main prob-

lems discussed in intellectual circles all over the world, and represents at the same time the first

attempt at an international organization of philosophical and scientific progress.

IS THE ONLY REVIEW^ that among its contributors can boast of the most illustrious men of

science in the whole world. A list of more than 350 of these is given in each number.

The articles are published in the language of their authors, and every number has o supplement con-

taining the French translation of all the articles that are not French. The review is thus com-
pletely accessible to those who know only French. (Write for a free copy to the General Secretary

of "Sdentia," Milan, sending 12 cents in stamps of your country, merely to cover packing and

postage.)

SUBSCRIPTION: $10,00, Post free Office: Via A. De Togni 12, Milan (116)

General Secretary: Dk. Paolo Bonetti.

SCIENCE PROGRESS
A QUARTERLY REVIEW OF SCIENTIFIC

THOUGHT, WORK, AND AFFAIRS

Edited by Lieut.-Col. Sir RONALD ROSS
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., F.R.S., N.L., D.Sc, LL.D., M.D., F.R.C.S.

Published at the beginning of JANUARY, APRIL, JULY, OCTOBER

Each number consists of about 192 pages, contributed by authorities in their respective

subjects. Illustrated. 6s net. Annual Subscription, including postage, 25s, 6d.

SCIENCE PROGRESS owes its origin to an endeavor to found a scientific journal I

containing original papers and summaries of the present state of knowledge in all i

branches of science. The necessity for such a journal is to be found in the fact that 1

with the specialization which necessarily accompanies the modern development of I

scientific thought and work, it is increasingly difficult for even the professional man t

of science to keep in touch with the trend of thought and the progress achieved in i

subjects other than those in which his immediate interests lie. This difficulty is felt by I

teachers and students in colleges and schools, and by the general educated public inter- t

ested in scientific questions. SCIENCE PROGRESS claims to have filled this want. !

JOHN MURRAY
j

Albemarle Street London, W-1 j

i


