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INTRODUCTION

In spring of 2011, we [Brittney and Caitlin] took the University Honors
course “Comic Books Grow Up,” in which we studied modern forms of graphic
representation, specifically to illustrate autobiographical works. Throughout
the course, we worked to create a brief example of our lives using this form of
artistic media. This work inspired us to continue the project as our senior
thesis with the University Honors Program. As both of us are students in the
sciences, we wanted to step out of our comfort zone and work toward a project
that was meaningful and challenging, and allowed us demonstrate our range of
unique talents. Our main goal was to produce a work that illustrated the life of
typical college students, focusing on situations that are both common to most
and unique to us as individuals. We shed light on social stigmas and deeper,
underlying influences that effected our decisions and thus, affected us today.
We hope that this account of our college experience will be beneficial to new
students, as they will have the chance to see that they are not the first to
experience the trials of college life and perhaps give them some advice as to
how to handle it.

The format that we are choosing to utilize in our short graphic work is known
as “fumetti”’. This style of comic design uses actual photography, as opposed to
hand drawn or computer generated images. In terms of content for our creative
piece, we drew from mainly our own experiences. However, work done by
Hillary Chute entitled Graphic Women really highlighted the plights and
experiences of women told through comics. Her work gave validity and
importance to graphic representation as well as solidified comics as a legitimate
method of storytelling. One of the authors analyzed in Chute’s work is Alison




Bechdel, who wrote an autobiographical piece on her childhood entitled Fun
Home. Bechdel’s work was also analyzed in another piece that was referenced
by Chute, entitled "Autographic Disclosures and Genealogies of Desire in Alison
Bechdel’s Fun Home” by Julia Watson. Watson looked at the biographical
perspective taken by Bechdel, which is a common theme among graphic novel
writers and illustrators. Through our research, we identified a number of
authors who chose to write autobiographical pieces using this particular form.
Some told stories of their lives in full, while others focused on critical events in
their lives. Examples of these authors and their works are Marisa Acocella
Marchetto’s novel entitled Cancer Vixen and Lucky written by Gabrielle Bell.
These examples give credence and validity to this media as a legitimate method
in which to express one’s feelings and tell a dramatic story with a purpose.

We first created a rough draft of the entire work, outlining mainly content prior
to dialogue. The comic is composed of four sections (freshman, sophomore,
junior and senior) with four short anecdotes within each, which we entitled as
episodes. Once an outline of each section was made and individual stories
chosen, we did a hand-drawn layout of every page including all dialogue and
text. From there, we began taking photographs to illustrate the stories. All
photographs were edited using Photoshop and a photo-editing site entitled
befunky.com. Adobe InDesign was the program used to layout the photographs
on the page. All text was added by hand after the photography was taken and
graphic design was completed, printed and bound. Because this project was a
collaborative process, the creators divided up the work.

Throughout the process of completing our project, we encountered a number of
slight problems that required us to adjust our plans. Timing seemed to be the
most difficult aspect of our project to control. Picture taking relied heavily on
the weather and availability of sunlight. A few of our locations required
assistance or permission by a third party, so their schedule had to be taken
into account as well. Sizing pictures in a way that the layout could be
maintained and enough space would be available for text while trying to keep
pictures from becoming distorted and stretched proved to be another issue.

Despite our difficulties, we feel that we have created a product that truly shows
our hard work and intent. We wanted our project to be a guide for students
who are entering into the same journey that we depicted. Obviously, our story
will not be the same as every college student’s as it was not the same for either
of us; however, as a shared event, we hoped that we could provide insight and
support.

We are incredibly excited to present to you our thesis and hope you find it illuminating,
amusing, and purposeful.
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