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Janet A. Gatch

UHON 499~Senior Honors Project

nRestoring a Historic Costume Facility to a Proper Functional o
Levelu"

Project Proposal:

Within the Clothing & Textiles Department (3rd Floor-=juigley)
a facility is housed especially for the preservation of historic
costumes, Unfortunately, its present condition displays a lack
of knowledge in the physical storage of these garments and in the
working organiztion of the facility. At present, the facility
is overcrowded with needless articles, dirty, and disfuncitional.
The tesk of restoring the facility has been attempted previously,
aborted, and now it remains untouched and left almost useless.
Therefore, in order to fulfill my final Honors Program course
requirement for Spring 1992 graduation, I propose the following
project: Using my pest exXperience in historic costume preservation,
written resources, and the knowledge of those interested in this
area of clothing & textiles, museum studies, and costume re-
search, I hope to transform the state of the historic costume
facility in Quigley Hell to one that's organized, utilizes pro- @
per storage techniques, and is available for use by both faculty
and students. AS a result of this reorganization, I also hope to
have the opportunity to share this learned knowledze with the
students and faculty of the Clothing & Textiles Department throuzh
some formal means.

In order to fulfill 3 credit hours of coursework for this project,
the following taskswill be accomplished:

-Documentation of the process through photographs and jour—
L entries

~-Removal of all unnecessary articles from the storage facili-
ty

~Properly padding hangers, spacing hanging garments, and
utilizing muslin for dust cavers

=Installing acid-free hoxes and tissue paper for non-hanzing
garments and accessories

=Removing all plastic storage bags

-Re~organizing and updating the current cataloging system
=creating an area that would promote an academic atmosphere
in historical costume study

~providing a handbook that would: explain the working system .
of the facility and how to utilize it to its fullest potent-
ial ’




UHON 499-Honors Senior Project
Sue Ridley-Faculty Advisor
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FPamiliarize self with facility and what it contains.

Project Syllabus

Photograph present condition of facility.

Match current cataloging cards to articles.

Match current cataloging cards to articles.

Match current cataloging cards to articles.,

Move hanging garments to Room 310,

supplies are needed.

Clean/re~arrange facility.

Glean/re-arrange facility.

Clean/re-arrange facility.

Photograph

No work will be performed.
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Evaluate what acid-free

end result.

numbers.
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numbers.

numbers,

numbers.

numbers.
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Project Syllabus (continued)

28— Photograph articles.

-

Assign accession numbers.

Marchs

2= Organization of articles within the facility.

4- Organization of articles within the facility.

6- Organization of articles within the facility.

9- Qrganization of articles within the facility.

1l- Organization of articles within the facility.

13- Organization of articles within the facility., C¢ompletion

of research paper on proper storage techniques. /'All hangers
should be padded.

16- Spring Break.
18- Spring Break. .
20- 3pring Break.

**#23~ Attachment of accession numberss Proper storage of articles.
25- Attachment of accession numbers. Proper storage of articles.
27- Attachment of accession numbers. Proper storage of articles.
30~ Attachment of accession numbers. Proper storage of articles.
April:

1- Attachment of accession numbers. Proper storage of articles.
3— Attachment of accession numbers. Proper storage of articles.
6= Attachment of accession numbers. Proper storage of articles..
8- Attachment of accession numbers. Proper storage of articles.



Project Syllabus (continued)
. 10- Attachment of accession numbers. Proper storage of articles.

Photograph progress. All garment dust covers should be complete.
13- Organize cataloging/filing system.
15- Organize cataloging/filing system.
17~ Organize cataloging/filing system.
20- Handbook work.
22~ Handbook work.
24—~ Handbook work,
27- Handbook work.

29= Handbook work.

May:
1- Handbook completion. Photograph final state of facility.

4- Final details/presentations.
6- Final details/presentations,
8- FPFinal details/presentations.
11- Final details/presentations.
13- FPinal details/presentations.

15- Submittal of project to Honors Program and Clothing & Textiles
Department.

*Prom January 22 through March 13, the padding of hangers and
. the composition of a research paper on the proper techniques
in storing historic garmentsand textiles will be performed.
**Prom March 23 through April 10, the construction of dust covers
will be performed. Also, from March 23 through May 1, a
facility handbook will be compiled.
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Photoaraph Exsolanations

January 22, 1977

The following photographs were taken at the onsought of my
UHON 492 project and display the chaos of the facility,

1. Shoe storage and filing system—--notice the clutter of
the surrounding area

2. Wintage fashions improperiy spaced and hung on unpadded
wire hangers

3. A rack jam-packed with cliothes from the “&80°=-70°s

4. Top: textiles folded in piles against a bare wood
surface znd below: garments from the Turn-of-Century to
the “40°= on wire hangers

S. The disarray of accessories

&. Accessories and the inefficient use of space

7. Shows plastic storage bags and other types of articles
within the facility

2. Flat boxes etorage cabinet

?. The bottom of a hanging clothes cabinet

16, Tllustrates how borrowed garments were returned

11. Hat and acceesory storag—--more plastic bags

12. A forgotten corner

13, Boxed storage atop the cabinets

14, & coffee tabled(?) and place to put purses

15, Shows the filth on the floor

14. Controls for the temperature contralled room

17. Shows temperature gauge

18, Outside wall of the facility

19. Boxed storage cabinet

20. The clutter of the hanging cabinets and the lack of
padded hangers

21 . More plastic and clutter

22, The outside door of the facility

22, Atop the file cabinet

24, Hat boxes that have been scattered about

#s you can cee, the facility was in a very disfunctional
state, ©One could barely walkK through the mess let alone
find what they were locoking ¥for,

February 12, 1992

The next set of pictures shows the product after some
reorganization and cleaning.

25-22. All hanging garments moved to roocm 310 and either
stored on = rolling rack or in the existing cabinets
there

29-31. The new accessory cabinet

32. The new +Flat storage cabinet for textiles

322. The reorganization of hats in process

34, PBoxes placed atop the cabinets out of the way



2353. More hat reorganization

3&. More boxes atop the cabinets

3¥. The arrangement of the hanging and boxed storage
cabinets

28, A worlk area for study within the facility
May 1, 1992

This is the final product of my UHON 499 project. This is
the way the facility will stand until further work is

und-nrtaken. As one can see, there has been quite an
improvement since January. GOpe can now walk through the
facility, find what they’re lonKing for, sit and work,

2%. Half-cabinet placed atop the flat textiles cabinet for
extra storage

40, #A shelving cabinet ecpecially for hats

41. &Atop the accessoery cabinet are boxes of accessaries
clearly labeled

42. Shows the tocation of cshaoes, large flat textiles, a
small library of costume books, and much counter space
432~44., FRecently purchased hat boxes atop the hat cabinets
43. Clothing boxes atop the hanging storage cabinets

445. More clothing boxes and hats

47-4%. Cabinet arrangement

S50. MNightgowne 2nd dress on padded hangers

21-52. Cabinet arrangement

52-54., Boxed =torage cabinet

5%. Boxed etorage in a hznging cabinet

S54. Inside a hat cabinet

57-38. Hanging =torage with padded hangers

S%¥-40. Inside hat cabinets

&1-42, A closzer look at the accessory cabinet
44, A completely empty half-cabinet
65, Inside the flat storage textile drawers

&&. A close-up of the large flat textiles
&7-48. More hats

4P, EShoe storage

70. Boxed hats

At present there still remains some hanging garments in room
310 that stil) need decicsiong made as to whether or ngt they
cshoulid be Kept with the permanent collection., Al hats have
been stuffed with tissuve paper to retain their shape;
textile lavers haue been divided by muslin or tissue paper;
boxes have been lined with tissue paper; hangere are now
padded and there ¢till is much storage space avaiilable for
additions to the collection,.




HHOMN 497
"Restoring a Historic Costume Facility...

PROJECT SUMMARY

Locking back an this semester’s project I can’t help
byt feel exhausted. Although I learned gquite alot as to the
praper techniques of storing historical garments and
textiles through research and personal contacts, the project
was mainly cleaning, rearranging, &nd had involued alot of
manpower . 0OFf course the efforts were worth it. e now have
a clean, neat, and orderly Ffacility to wark from, and I feel
itt’= now at a hundred percent improvement from what it was
in Januvary,

The project was an eye—opener for me in that taking on
independent studies and research is more difficult than it
g@ems., | found it wery hard to discipline myself and Keesp
an & steady scheduls of working within the facility, DOther
coursework and personal obligations aften interfered witr
the times 1 had scheduled myzelf to work on the facilitv, 7
found aliso that if I came in to work on weellends, 1
accompl ished more than during the weel when more neople wers
around.

For a project as such, maoney is very important, I wmas
very thankful to receive the supplies that I did which
adequately allowed me to work on the facility. althaugh
more supplies are peeded to complete what I had initially

cset out to do, 1 am certainly happy with the results,



Restoring a costume etorage facility is, and wil)
continue to be, very time consuming work. Recause the
articles are extremely delicate, grest care must be
yndertakern not to damage the pieces anymore than they
already may be. The process and Knowledge of working with
the collection ic not difficult, It7s just very important
and tedious, but the results are worth the extra efforts put
forth,

I was really surpricsed as 1 searched for information of
proper preservation and storage techniques by how much is
actually awvailable and the number of indiwviduals infterested
and concerned about precerving this particular past. When
inquiring about supplies and information from individualse, 1
was qreeted with enthusiastic responesee and contributions of
information and materials.

At present, the facility ie workable except care must
be taken not to excessively disturt the order the garments
and articles are in——accessioning =till needs to be
undertakken. "Handle with care" is and will continue to be a
rele of thumb with this collection <ince most pieces are
exceptionately fragile and are not in a permanent storage
state,

My recommendations for this collection would be the
following: acquire more vintaoe pieces for the collectiong
contact the Uniwversity Museum and see if any connections can
be made with their collection and ocur department; do not let

any articles within the permanent collection be worn——there




ie an ample surplus of garments that may be worn that will
not be a part of the permanent collection; encourage
research to be done to adeguately date the pisces; request
more moneys for the necessary supplies needed to compliete
and upkeep the proper storage of the facility:; encourage
attendance at historical costume conferences and establish
contacts with historical secieties; and +inalily, use the
collection as a part of the Clothing & Textiles teaching
curriculum—-it doesn’t benefit anyvone if it sits unused!

I am very glad I was able to undertake this project and
to have accomplicshed as much as I did., I am disappointed 1
wasn’t fully able to compltete all I set ocut to do, but |
betieve I was undertaking tooc much for one person to handle.

This prodect has aliso made me realize that historic costume

should remain in my lifte as just a hobby and not a career
direction. I Jook forward toc working further on the
collection as 1 continue as a graduate student within the

Ciothing & Textiles Department here at SIU-C, and having
thie knpowledge will prove to be uceful if I ever hzave the

opportunity to be a "trouble—-shooter" in this field of work.



The following is a journal 1 kept as 1 proceeded
with my UHON 4929 project. It is important to Keep
such a Journal so as to be able to maKe a final
trace as to the steps needed to undertake a project
as such. It also illustrates the exploration of
many ideas that were both successful and not.




Mouvember 18, 1¥%1

The beginning of a new project is unZerwav, 1°m now going
to taKe on the historic costume collection in the Clothing
and Textilees Department. I took a seriec of 24 pictures to
iTtustrate what the facility i=s and the incredible mess it
is inm.

December 12, 1991

[“ve brouaht the current "srstem" of cataloging the garments
home with me for the break to maxbe make tome =ense out of
it, The facility seems to have a conziderable collection,
but the question is "Will I be able to +ind all these in the
facility?" There seems to be at leazt 2 different
organization systems, and I haven’t the gnergy right now to
figure it out. To me, the easiect way to identify the
garments would be to divide them up by the Kind of article
they are and then match them up o the actuzl garments. I
alzo have to go cut and price the materiale nesded. 1
really need to come up with a game plan for the whaole
project, Photographs seem to be an excellent idea for
keeping the articles straight over a ltong pericd.

December 23, 1571

After reading some articles 1 collected from the St, Louis
Historical Zociety, I realize there needs to be alct done to
our facility in Carbondale. Inetead of using the muslin for
dust dust curtains, I think makKing individual garment bags
would be more appropriate. I still need to talk with Jan,
lLari, and possibly someone at the Chicago Historical Saciety
tfor their opinicons.,

December 2%, 1¢%]

1 think I7ve figured zomething out as a game plan. The
firet thing I ve got te do is...well...let s do it this way.
1. Femove all articles from the facility.
—-can move to lab cabinets
-gives an opportunity to examine each piece—-¥ind
accesdgian # if any
-wWe can decide what we want in the collection then
-match cards to garments
2. Clean facility--photograph progress
—-rearrange cabinets
-maybe bring in flat drawers from Z10
-set up examining table
2. Create padded hangers
4. Write research paper
5. Photograph each piece before returning to the facility
-record accessiaon # if any
-Double printe (cabimet album s ¥file?
&. PReturn each piece to facility——photograph end result



-~determine if any further supplies are needed for proper

storage
-properly store piece——-dust covers
7. Figure out filesorganization s»stem

—acceszsion H'¢

—computepr?

Recsearch each piece—-historical costume class

—at much info. on each piece #rom library sources
-document sources

—info. goes in file

~gestimate of garment‘s date

?. Dewvelopment of facility handbook

]

-Explanation of facility
-care
~arganization
~use
-patterns for padded hangers/dust covers
1. Presentation to Department, Honors people, students

i

Januvary 7, 1792

Becided on:

ARA =tyle documentation {(ocut of Scott, Foresman Handbook)
for preserwvation paper,

Things to do:

~-Re-photograph facility (24 rall-get double print)
-Create sample padded hanager

-Ask about photographing the collection

-Ask about moving the cellection out, then cleaning,
photographing, returning

~AskK about past research done on the collection

-birite for =supply cataloaqas

—-Key possibly?

~Consolidate phone #H'<

-Jan. 21-20--transfer zll pieces from facility—-look for
acc, #7s2, go through pieces with Sue, evaluate supplies,
match cards

Fab S3~&--clean facility, rearrange if necessary

Feh 10-27--photograph all articles-return to facility
March 2-12--organization within facility—-proper storage

#*¥% 4 different systems of corganization!'!!!Itrirrrriiyid

The eacsiest way to match cards to articles possibly ig to
divide up by article type then by the 4 different syrstems.
If possible then after removing articles from the facility
and then examining them, attach the respective card to the
article—--possibly by strinashole on card then to hanger or
paper clip to box.

¥uJhen photographing, mark down year donated/presented and
assign an arbitrary number in a series starting w/ #1.

The acceszion # should then look as follows: ex. 194171




Add smal) case letters i+ more than one piece after the
seriec H:

ex. 19L1/2a—¢2

I+ per say a card is not found for an article or if a
donation/presentation date is not given or is unknown, the
article will be assigned "1%92" then ceriecs # znd then
possible piece letters: ex. 199271 a & b

In this way 211 the articles in the facility will have an
accession number that will be uced to acress a file labeled
as such. Thise number will appear on the garment iteself, a
hang tag attached to the hanger, on the back of the two
photographs (1 album/1 file), and on the file itcel ¥,

I chose not to use the dates of the garments or categorize
them by types becauce of the differences of opinion that may
arise. With the presentation yvear as the main
categarization point, it gives a definite foundation for
organization. As new articles are donated to the collection
the <ame procedure cshould continue as such:

X, year donated/ series ¥ for that yvear——pieces

ex., 19932/94 a—c¢

Note: If there ie onty one article for the zeries #, you do
not add any letters following.

I also chose this srstem of arganization because research
can now be done on each piece easily, The filing svstem
will be as follows:

A F
BRIEF AETICLE DESCRIPTION
— PESERRCH of
- PaST HISTORY
e on Tag ARTICLE

After recearch has been carried out, it i onlty then that
one can organize the facilitv according to the dates. The
acc., #'= will alwaxvs remain the same, but the garments’
storage in the facility can be chronological.

January 8, 1972

I think a notation of "CT" should be put prior to the vear
of precsentaticon:
' ie. LT 194474 a-c
or CT 194&.94 a-c



Januvary ¥, 1992

After dividing the cards up by article type, I realize that
mast of the cards are duplicates. I therefore stapled like
cards and fited them alphabetically by article type for easy
access, The file however is full.

After much thought, T might be able to work in the facility
if only I removed the hanging garments. In this way I could
rearrange cabinets, clean, and organize the boxes and
accessories,

January 14, 192

[“ve read a bit more of the material I collected from the
library and it“s proven to be quite useful. The brief book
from the Chicago Art Inetitute’s Textile Department qave a
better impression of how they should be stored. 1°d like to
go through all the material tomorrow and take notes and
start a reference page.

Atter experimenting with 1 bag of batting, it‘s not
necessary to use the ltooge fiberfil for the hangers., [ was
able to get 10 reltatively well-padded hangers form i1 bag of
batting alone., This is the Walmart "poliv-Ffil, extra=-loft,
1007 bhonded polwester" for £4,97 3 bag. [ did prepare an
informal reference page ¢f sources. At present [ have 8
sQurces, 1 feel that thece have covered this project’s
subject of storage of textiles and historical garmentse gquite
well, and I‘m afraid any more references/sources will just
repeat the same information. 1411 call Sue tomorrow morning
to set up an appointment. The topice 1“d like to discuss
with her are as follows:

-Mzy we move relling racks of hanging garments into 310 if
necessary?

-May | have a2 Key to the grad. office?

—Fresent her with a current and "needed now" list of
supplies to get this half of the semester’e project
underway,

~Explain that cataloge should be coming containing acid-free
materialse, I won’t be able to tell what we’ll definitely
need of the acid-free stuff until mid-semester.

—How much % is the department allowed for a project as such?
-How long does a purchase order take?

-Can we get one mid-semester for acid-free material or more
muslin?

-Explain proceces: cleansrearrange facility, match cards to
garments, photograph (double print), assiagn accession #'s,
proper storage of garments/articles, attach acc. #72 to
garments, filing system

-May we take photographs? Mozt effective in seeing
collection without handling it,

-May we move the set of Jong, flat drawers from 210 into the
facility?




~AsK that no-one uces the articles inm the facility this
csemester,

-Does she have any information as the the technical
finctioning of the facility?

-Shonld we scheduie a regular meeting time?

January 15, 1992

I finished typing up & schedule of my school week, and I7ve
comprised Atyped up a syllabus., I believe it s pretty
reasonable, but we’l1 <ee how things work cut. I need to
make scme photocopies, and then [°1) submit « file to Sue
containing a project description, syllabus, my weekly
schedule, and projected expence sheet.

Jxnuary 14, 1992

A1 went well with my meeting with Sue. 1t seems 1711 be
getting all that I asked for if it‘s possibie for them.
Janice ic letting me audit the class i+ [ choose.

January 22, 1992

The facility containe many treasures except space. The flat
textiles and quilts are good pieces. e have an over
abundance of hats, and they might need %o be moved out along
with the hanging garments. Triciz and I schemed a
rearrangement of zorts. The place is really filthy,

Janvary 24, 1992

Today was very productive. I mainly got rid of all plastic
(saome is still on the hanging garments) from the hats and
accessories. [ mowved all empty boxec cut of the facility
and all unneeded wood shelving (at the moment). To see what
the coltlection holds, I stocked the hat boxes in the cornszr
and under the glass cabinets, moved the accessories into the
glass cabinets, and the shoes below the g. cabinets.

Sweeping wmas also performed except I still peed to kKeep
sweeping because there is just so much dust. 1 got most of
the unknown box/bag £tuff out to see what else I had to work
with. Some items are tagged w/ the o-tag andsor with a

card. Instead of attaching the box card to the items. It
might be eastier to just match the cards when I take the
pictures. 1 Keep finding more cards stashed and thrown here
and there, 1“d 1ike to get a few more garment racks and
arganize the hanging stu+f Mondarsllednesday and move the
racks to 210, I need to get csheets of what not to cover the
racks, though. I‘m also taking the gloves home to was!

them.



Januvary 27, 1792

The movement of the hanging garments is a real dizzying

challenge. 1 brought in 2 more garment racks, and I ve been
just reliseving the tension of the one already in there, I
still need to get into the other cabinets——they're all
Jam-packKed. Later...I zeparated the peolyester from the good

stuff. All the older stuff iz now spaced,
January 2%, 17%2

I called University Producte, Museum Guatity,.,., and Helene
Van Rozenfield for catalogs. I+ 1 need any more 1 can write
Talas (w22 and Cherish. aAccording to Londa, the monew
request should go through scon. I gained many more articles
from Jan Hiatt yecterday, and Vince gave me an article
today. I need to get cover and photocopy all of Jan‘s and
some book stu$f., It’= cheaper after midnight
though—-—there’s alot to be photocopied.

Januwary 21, 1772

11:20 meeting with Sue

-Tell of the progress made

-Mext iz to move hanging garments out-possibly hats/garment
boxes

-Hesed cleaning csupplies

-Furniture rearrangement

~Still receiving supply catalogs
—lle have an ample supply of tissue paper
-Might need tubes to roll! large ftextiles

-When would be a good time to go through the hanging
garments?




January 31, 1992 (cont.)

After contemplation, 17ve decided to moue the parments on
Monday during the daysevening when the grad. office it not
g2 busy and Tricsh will be in 210. The cards seem to be in a
pretty logical order--I’11 go over them again next week. I
need to contact the maintenance man on Manday for cleaning
supplies, Before I leave today I°d like to just get
familiar with the boxes in the cabinet. Then 1711 start the
cleaning process an Monday. There really has to be a better
way to arrange everything then the way it is now. Marbe I
can draw up some diagrams over the wesekend.

I“ve come to the darkK, grim realization that although I
do Know what neede to he done to achieve the ideal storage
facility, there are jucst some factors you can’t control:
space and money. Acid-free boxes are very expensive——I"11
just have to settle for the hat boxes (probably not
acid=free) and any other flat boxes I can get from
retailers. As far as ¢pace--1 have the facility and
possibly come portion of the grad. office. Maybe we can
come up with & better hanging system then the cabinets. As
far as padding hangers, it might have to be only limited to
those very zpecial, old garments, There just isn’t =nough
space to accomodate =11 the garments (hanging) w/ padded
hangers., Hopefully we can photograph everything.

February 2, 792

I mowed all the hanging garmente from the facility te 210,
The old stuff is in the first 2 sets of cabinets and the

racks are just in the corridor. I regquested a mop and ducst
rags from the maintenance man—-hecpefully—=Yecs!!!!'He s here
with the stuf+f,

I got all those photocopied articles into a binder, I need

to get more consiruction paper to separate the articles.
Finding acid—-free products, has gotten almost futile!
Either the companies don‘t exist anymore, or they don”t
carry what | need, or the things are just too darn
expensive, I thinkK our best bet again is the hat boxes and
twill tape. Then 1711 need to get a hold of stores for
other garment borxes. Ulednesday I hope to either start
cleaning up in there or even if I‘m ambitious, clean and
rearrange,. I°¢d like 311 cleaning finished by Frid:v,

February 5, 1972

Well I cleaned and I rearranged! I put all the boxes that
were in the cabinets on top of the cabinets. Friday I think
1711 move all the hate to 210--shift the large qlass
cabinet, bring in the drawers, eliminate the present table
and bring in a narrow one. I still)l will be mopping and
wiping down the area. *The moneys have been approved.



February 7, 19292

Todax ! went through the hats and tallyed the sizes. Hle
have a large collection with some very interesting pieces.
To accommodate all the hate, it711 be very expensive. I
found more cards--they ve been filed. Monday evening during
tabk I hope to get the drawers from 210 in and the examining
table. I want toc ask Trish’s opinion on the accessories
cabinet, half-cabinet, and lay-out, | alsc need to get that
ather table out.

February 12, 1292

I brought in the drawers and skinny tabhle from 32i0. The
half-cabinet doesn’t it on top of the drawer unit
proporticnately. I@I‘m hoping that a» the hal$ cabinet can
be eliminated +rom the facility or by jt can be placed atop
one of the large cabinets., I npeed to check into getting the
box cabinet converted into a hanging one and alsa the
placement of the tatf-cabinet., 1 took pictures of the
facility’s present state after rearrangement and cleaning.

I stitl have about six pictures left on the roll. Sue Jjust
gave me another magazine with information, Fridar I'm going
to try to go fetch some supplies—--1 have hal$f the purchase
orders. Mondar ! can proceed with pictures and the
azsignment of acc. #'s,

February 14, 1992

-Hat boxes~=-we have over 1282 hats!

-pcid—-free boxes are way ‘spencive-—try to ask retailers
around town.

-Buying supplies this weekend,

—Probably (definitel») will need more film,

-Start taking pictures next week--assigning acc. H's.

Talked w Sue-—] need to come up with total price of hat
boxes—--that’}1 be the determining factor. It rained much
today o 1 post-poned the shopping trip.

February 13, 19292

Calculations for hat box prices:

144 3 12x12 {£2.195 &) 50 Bxe. Ctn. $€5.00
24 @ 14x14 (£2.50 ) 50 Bxs./Ctn. $100.00
g v 1&x145 (£32.00 > 25 Bue.sCtn. <&0.00
& @ 18x18 (£3.10 e) 28 Bxs./ Ctn. $££2.50
182

12x%x12 2 cartons €170.00
+ 44 4. 40




or
2 cartons $255.00 (130 totaild

19%14 1 carton of 50 <100.00
ar
24 (£2.3500 +£0.00

14x1& 1 carton of 25 £460,00
or
2 (£2.00) £24.00

18x18 1 carton of 25 £452.30

or
& (2100
£255.00
&0,00
24.00
18.40

£357.40--188 Bxs.
February 14, 1992

I went and purchased the materiale from Wal-mart and K-mart,

An itemized listing is as follows:

$10.7%e 1 Photo album C(hold 750) £10.%97
£10.11e 32 Pkgs. Film——Kodak 400 (84 pictures)$30.323
£ .Bée 2 Spools 1004 cotton thread € 1.72
£ 1.87yd. 432 2/3»ds. 100Y cotton muslin £51.84
% £.972 S5 Pkgs. batting £324,85

Now I‘m ready to take pictures!
February 17, 17292
The temp. and humidity is really high todav., The heat must

be Jjacked up in the building., I finished photographing,
assigning &cc. #°s, and labeling the adult shoes with acc.

#7s. I =till need to do the children‘s. Some of the cards
match the shoes. Most of the cards are too vague, and the
shoes have no #’s, Besides the baby shoes Wednesday, 1711

try to do hats. A1l supplies bought from Wal-mart/K-mart
are in the facility,

February 19, 1992

I“m Kind of concerned about the temp./humidity problem.
Things are just too irregular. [ didnt achieve much today
because of the bake <czle. 1 did finigsh photographing
Sassigning accessiaon #'s to the baby shoes. Friday I need
to try to get all the hats done and clean 2 bit more.



Already [“ve taken &4 pictures. The hats will be another
122+,

February 21, 1992

1 photographed about 320 hats. I7ve hardly even touched the
rest of the pile. We’re probably going to run ocut of film
with the hats. I‘’m going to try to cut the strips of
batting for the padded hangers. Later...all pieces ars cut,
Janice Threw mentioned that mavbe a class could help out in
padding the hangers.

February 24, 1992

I photographed ancther box of hate, I1“'m really not making
much progress., 17d like toc come in this weekKend to worlk jf
possible. 1411 try to finish the hats on Wednesday—-—-at
least I really have no other cobligations past Z:00,.

February 25, 1992
Toaok pictures of hats. Will finish Fridayr.
March 1, 1992

I finiched up all the pictures——(84x3=232 totals., This only
encompasced the hats, shoes, and a few other accessories, 1
need to talk w/Sue for =suggestions. 1 =till need to order
twill tape, hat boxes (mawxbel), call around to depariment
stores/bridal zhops for box donatione, more film, get sticky
labels for photo atbum and file folders. I think this next
week 1711 comncentrate an padding hangers more than anything

Sue:

~Used all % rolls on hats/shoess/other accessories. Can I
acet more film?

-What about developing?

-khat about a videatape?

-Hat boxes: Total price——-¢£357.40 for 188 from Milliner‘s
Supoly. Do we want to purchasze?

Goals: pad hanagers, write paper on proper techniques of
costume storage, setting up & mode)l so others can continue
afterwards.

March 35, 1992
Padded hangers today. I wrapped about half of the old stuff

hangers with the help of Janice Threw and Vince. 1 need to
finish the rest soon and then work on covering them.




March €, 1992

[ itemized a list for lLonda to get the rezt of the supplies.
I need to check for the master copy of that chart grid to
assign more accession #’=. I finicshed padding the hangers
with what we had in batting., I peed at least one mare bag
to finigh up the remaining few of the older garments. 1
also need on az a prop for the video. I also washerd 20
varde of muslin so I can begin covering the hangers
tomorrow.

March 21, 19%¢2

Well, atter & $few weeke of neglect of my prolject due to a
need to work excessive houre at the costume shop, I need to
revise my syllabus to a realistic state. First of ail,
let’s face thaose realities:

1. Photographing each article is a time—-consuming
task—-—-also very expensive. Having photoegraphed the shoes,
hats, and some arcessories should give a good basis for
someone to pick up on.

2. Hssiqning accession #’= to all might be a reality, but
sewing in the twill tape tags won‘t be, An idea would he tn
use the hang-tags and o-tags for pow until twill tape labels
can be installed. Twill-tape, however, should be orderer.
3. Proper storage can only be semi-achieved., There needs
to be alcoct more space! Hat hoxes are needed. Larae storage
boxes are needed., Tubes to roll the large textilez on are
needed. The idea of muslin dyst covers are impractical at
thie point. We would need ancther bolt at least, and the
space is )imited anyway for any extra worrying about dust
covers,

4. The twill tape skKirt supports are aqzin too much to
encounter for thig semester. #An example can be set up for
demonstration.

March 22, 1992

After seeing lowa State’s facility I know I°m on the rioht
track definitely, Their Ffacility ics considerably larger but
has the same problem--space. They Keep the temperature

hr teen 4£5-70 degrees-—it’s air conditioned year round.

Sugs ceem to be a problem becaucse aof the windous——-theyr just
have btindse to kKeep out the =unlight which is surpri=sing,

Al thaugh they realize the ‘deal is to pad hangers, many are
not-—again, this ic due to =pace restrictions. Their
accession H system is simitar. Theyr have a gond idea—-—they
use pre—-made labels saying "lowa State Univercitvy——Tevtitag
and Clothing Dept." with a space ample for an accession #.
Their examining table iz huge 2n7d ig in the facility., When
they are examining a garment and then have to leave it, they
cover it with washed muslin. Their facility was in a bit of



di=array because of the recent acquisition of the University
aof lowa collection., They tend to stack articles in drawers
without the use of musiin/tigsue paper. 1 found that to be
very inappropriate as well as their use of bleached muslin.

March 23, 1992

4z 172" % 29 1/2"--rcabinet x 24 1/27
Best possible solution(s) for it is
a> get rid of it

R put it upnder the textiie cabinet
c? possibly seith the two tables

Becizion made——leave it where it is, We need the strnrage
space, it’s too wide for the space allowed for the textile
cabipnet, and ] like the long table for the examining/work
table.

#Finished cutting out hanger covers,

March 27, 1%%2

Padded/covered all availtable hangers




March 28, 1992
Used PUREX detergent to wash all the muslin,

#I1t7= advisable to use 2 hangers together, then pad, then
cover with strips of musltin for shirt/skirt/pants encembles,

Cabinet situation-— All1 5 cabinets in the grad. office
outside the facility are shelving cabinsts filled w/ textile
lab supplies or junk. The half cabinet in the facility at
present lookKse as though it could be placed atop the 4
cabinets directly outside the facility., The cabinete in 302
(4 172 full atop) are at precent empty or containing
batting” fibertil and a few odds and ends. For starters,
the batting and fiberfil could be used for the padded
hangers and the space can be used for costume storage. 1 am
concerned about the heat that ricses in the room. In the
costume facility itself there ar 3 hanging storage cabinets
and one shelving cabingt, Since there seems to be enough
space elsewhere for box storage, I1°d 1iKe to see another
hanging cabinet within the facitity in place of the shelving
one. Alsc it may be possible to rig a pipe across two walls
and have free hanging storage space. Ancther
thaouoht,.,.rhose cabinetse in 202 may be able to be brought
down to the grad. office and put atep the cabinets there at
a later date so the costume collection will be altogether.,

15"x30" —-—- Dimensions of tewtile drawers,

After speculation on the availability of hanging space,
here’s one proposal: All garments needing to be hung from
the 12th Century through 1930 should be hung in the
storage facility itself providing free hanging space is
instatled or directly cutside the facility providing the
cabinpet=s in the grad. office are converted to hanging
storage. Keeping these garments within the realm of the
bulk aof the coltection will Keep them hetter stored and
cared for, away from ths reach of uneducated students and
safe from thef*., Tha rext 2 decades (&0-2807s) can then be
stored either in 210 in the back cabinets away from ltight or
in 202 {not much hanging space is available in 203
though--the Bonnie Cashin coallection mav he housed there
exsily). Tna *his way the garments can be used by the
studentes for fackion shows, displave, etc., and will be out
of the way of the more fragile parts o+ the collection.

~All hats have bcen photographed and assigned accession #7=
-~11 =zhoes have bheen photographed and assigned accession #'s
—~Some of the accessories have been photoaraphed and assigned
accession H =

~Everwthing that has already heen photographed and assigned
accession #°s have also hard their card checked for and/or
matched.



-The boxes in the cabinets at present have had their card
found, but no new acc. ¥ was assigned or a photograph taken.
-4t this point, all hats mav be removed from the facility to
possibly room 303 for future storage. O-rings mioht be used
far identification.

Garment identification:

Because twill tape or commercial identification labels zre
impossible to sew in at this point, here are temporary means
of identification.

hate: o-rings (could be a permanent means)
hanging garments: hangtags from hangers
boxed garments: 32x9 index card with and acc. #
accessories: o-rings or hangtags
textiles: boxed—--3x3 card

flat-—o-ring

rolled-—-o-ring or hangtag
ather: e-ring, hangtag, 3x3 card

March 2%, 19¢2
Came up with 3 rough outline for the handbook.
April 5, 19292

Removed garments from racks and placed in cabinets.
Arranged hanging garments in facility, Went through 211
boxes. PBegan properly storing boxed articles.

April &, 17¢7F
Worked on preface to handbook.
Maw 1, 1&%92

At this point I‘m going to close my journal entries with my
present progress on the facility and handboek work. Much
still needs to be completed, but & substantial amount of
work has been performed on the faciltity snough that Sue has
told me she“11 submit a grade on the progress I7ve made.

The final! set of pictures will illustrate this as well,
According to my project proposal, 17ve completed ahout FOX
of what I7ve set out to do this semester, There’s been many
outside factors that have affected my progress:
—availability of funds +or supplies

—zvailability of manpower to move fixtures into the facility
—time conflicts from other coursewcri/personal matters

As the facility stands right now, it is wall to wall storage
unite for the collection articles.

The fixtures incliude:

1 large accessory cabinet




t- 172 cabinet

4 hanging cabinets

4 shelving cabinets

1 flat textile cabinet

Outside the facility stands the file cabinet that houses
facility info., hangers, supplies, etc. In room 310 four
cabinets are being used to house the remaining hanging
garments that are unable to be placed within the faciltity,

What has been accompliched is the padding of hangergs (as
many a= ! could get out of the approved batting), laying the
textiles flat within the drawers and on the two shelves of
the accessory cabinet, weeding ocut the old fragile garments
from the more current ones, photographic documentation of
the shoes, hats, and some accessories, and the assianment of
accession #°s to each, properly storing boxed articles with
tissue paper, the rearrangement and addition of more
cabinets, the removal of all plastic bags from the
facilities, ewcessive cleaning, reorganizina, and much
research on the subject.

tUnfaortunpately, I was unabhle to complete everything I
intended to do, but as I stated earlier, many aother factors

had a =trong hand in this project. Because of the running
out of supplies, not receiving needed supplies, and the
delay in moving alil the fixtures in the facility, the

following was not accomplished:

—accessioning of the whole cotlection

-use of twill tape to hang skirts

-placement of articles in acid-fres boxes

—the creation of a handbook of the warkKing system of the
Facility

In effect, a handbook camnncot be drawn up until all articles
are boxed, accessicned, and are within the facility, as wel]l
as photographed. #Also, I had wanted to do some formal
presentations of the facility, but it wouldn’t seem
appropriate if the facility ic not complete,

I will be attending graduate =chool! here at SIU-C next
semester, and I it may be that part of my responsibilities
as a graduate ascsistant will bhe to continue aon the Ffacility.
¥ so with additional funding for supplies, the Ffacility can
be completed, presentations can then be made, and further
research can be done on the collection.



Price Itenm Purpose ILocation/Ouantity Total *
1.87 ya.l4q4/450 100% Cotton Husli E
Walmart/50 yds. (1 bolt)]$93.50 &

6.97 extra-loft batting 81x96 | Padded Hangers Walmarts/ S bags $34.85 ct
pd

1.69 100% Cotton thresd i
twill tape hangers Walmart/ 2 spools $3.38 @

.94 Indelible ink pen Marking acc. #'s Walmart/ 2 pens 31.88 o
3]

3.47 File folders I £ Walmart/2 bxs, of 100 36,94 =k
10.53 Kodak 400 Gold f£ilm Photographing collection]K-Mart/ 3 pkgs. of 84 $31.59 1
8.47 Photo album~holds 500 K~iart/ 1 album |38.47 E
N [
’ '?69 Film Developing 1 for file/ 1 for album |5y, pen /Double prints |$59‘91 5y
3.19 Thin labels Univ. Bookstore/l pkg. [$3.19 0
Acid-free boxes 5

Ul

Acid—free hang tags o+
Acid-free twill tape >

Acid—-free tissue paper




General Supplies

Hangers (preferably plastic)

100X unbleached cotton mustin
Extra-loft batting

100 cotton thread

Boxes (preferably acid-free, all sizes)
Tissue paper {(preferably acid-free)
Hapnagtaos

Key tags

1004 cotton twill tape C(ir/4", 1/2" wide)
Indelible ink peps

File folders

Thin labetls

Pencils

Tape measure

scissnrs/sheers

Fine hand sewing needles

400 speed film

Photo album

Camera/f1ash

Broom

Dust pan

Spongess/raags

Mild detergent

Mitd dish soap

Map

Fail

Cardboard cv¥linders or tubes, rods, pipes
100X cotton gloves

Other miscelianeocus supplies



Useful Addresses and Telephone Numbers

Sue Ridley {(project advisor)

Department of Clothing and Textiles

211 Quigler

Seuthern Illinois Unjversity at Carbondale
Carbondale, IL 42701

(418 433-1970

Frederick Williams

University Honors Program Director

Faner Hall

Southern I1lineis University at Carbondale
Carbondale, IL 42901

(418 452-2824

Lari Huffman

Curator of Collections--University Museum
Faner Hall

Southern I1linois University at Carbondale
Carbondale, IL 42701

1418) 432-5388

Jan Hiatt

Costume Designer~--Department of Theatre
Eommunications Building

Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
Carbondale, IL &2%81

(418) 453-5741, office (418} 452-7592

Sharon Fivel

St. Louis Historica) Society
Library and Collectione Center
223 South Skinker

€t. Louis, MO

314> 744-4332

Chicago Historical Society
Clark St. at North Avenue
Chicago, IL 40414

(3127 é42-4400

The Costume Society of America

Elizabeth S. Brown, Correspending Secretary
95 Edogewater Drive

P.0. Box 73

Earleville, MD 21917

{410) 273-2329

The Metropalitan Museum of Art
1000 Fifth Avenue
Mew York, NY 10528-01%8




CAREERS: CONSERVATION

Note: CSA does not publish a list on careers in conservation,
Csa does not endorse any particular school or program.

The National Trust has issued the first Guide To Undergraduate
and Graduate Education in Historlc Preservation. Available from:

Education Services

National Trust

1785 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20036

Crafts International, Winter, 1982 issue
comprehensive guide to conservation & restoration

training centers, interships, classes, organizations
Publications.

from Textile Conservation Group, Inc. Newsletter, Volume 1991, No. 6, Cctober

TRAINING AND CAREERS' IN TEXTILE CONSERVATION |

The Conservation Center, Institute of Fine ﬁatg New York University
offers a four-year graduate level training o riram in textile conser&a—
tion. Faculty from New York museums and .:itnes institutions provide formal
course offerings which are supplemented . ¢, Numerous visiting conservators.

Programs of study within textile conservation can focus on ethnographic,
archaeological, decorative, costume, and fiber microscopy.

For further information please contact
The Conservation Center
Institute of Fine Arts '
New York University 112-772-5847
14 East 78th Street
New York, New York, 10021



Note:
The Costume Society of America does not endorse any particular school or program.
" DEGREE~GRANTING INSTITUTTONS WITH PROGRAMS "IN~ HISTORIC COSTIME OR RFLATED FIELDS

N =T ey

Many universities and colleges with courses in Home Economlcs/Famlly Living/Human

Ecology offer courses and a possible major in Historic Costume. Some courses. are

" offered in Drama/Theatre Production , .
Among many are the following: '

School of the Art Institute of Chicago, a Fashion degree
Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio 43403
B.A. Apparel Design and History
M.S. Textiles; Clothing; Program emphasizes
1. Historical cultural aspects of dress
2. International fashion merchandizing
3. Apparel design
Ph.D. Currently working on a Costume History concentration in the
American Culture Ph.D. program
‘Brandels University, Theatre Arts Department, Waltham, Ma 02254--Offers a summer °
s ot study trip to England '

University of California, Davis, Berkeley; Irvine

Uolorado State Uhlver51ty; Fort Cellins, Colorado

University of Connecticut, Division of Famlly Studies, Storrs, Connecticut 06268
MLA. Concentration in Design and Resource Management, and Material

- Qulture

Dalh0u51e University, Costume Studies Program, a three year diploma and certificate
course of a conservatory type structure, that prepares technicians and
designers for the theatre, film, telev151on-—even TMmISeumn curators--
Halifax, Nova Scetia, B3H 3J5, (0902-424-2233])

University of Delaware, in conjunctien with the Winterthur Muaseum, offers graduate
programs 1n costume and textile history and museum curator ship. Con-
tact Art Conservation Graduate Program, University of Delaware,
NewarK, Delaware 19711. .
Also has undergraduate program in Textiles and Clothing fields

Fashion Institute of Technology has Master's Program in Museum Stulics, Costumes
and Textiles: Museum Studies, Applied Arts, 227 W, 27th St, New
York 10001 -

Florida State University, Tallahassee :

Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana-~Undergraduate program, llorc Economics
Has some summer speclal programs:

Towa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa 50011-1120, College
of Family and Consumer Sciences, Dept. of Textiles and Clothing,
14Q LeBaronHall. Master's and doctoral levels in Textiles and Clothing
(at PhD level a joint major) Historic dress may be area of interest.
Also undergraduate program in Textiles and Clothing.

International Academy of Merchandizing and Design, Chicago Campus, 350 N.Orleans
Apparel Cut, Chicago, Illinois 60654, AAS going into 4 yr program

Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas 66506, Department of Clething, Tex-
tile s, and Interior Design. Undergraduate, Masters and PhD programs

Kent State University, Rodgers/Silverman School of Fashion Design and Merchandizing,
145 Rockwell Hall, Kent, Ohio 44242
Center for Museum Studies, John F. Lennedy University, 1717 Seven:iocath St.,

San Francisco 94103 Graduate programs leading to MA
Mount Mary College, Fashion Department, 2900 North Menomonee River Parvkway,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53222. Undergraduate

New York University, in conjunction with the Costume Institute of ti> Metropolitan
Museum of Art, offers a program in historical costumc v -ilics. Contact
New York University, School of Education, Health, Nuri | and Arts
Professions, Departmant of Art and Art Educaticn, 73, . . . Zuilding,

Washington Square, New York, New York 10003. Graduatc.
University of Maryland, Department of Textiles and Consumer Economics, College of
Human Ecology, College Park, Maryland 20742. UndergrﬁduJLo, M.S., PhD.

Lol P
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University of Minnesota, 240- McNeal Hall, 1985 Buford Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55108
Design, Housing, and Apparel .Costume and Textile History. Museology.--Graduate
programs. Also undergraduate Programs.

University of North Carolina, at Greensboro, North Carolina. Graduate and under-
graduate programs, Textiles and Clothing, Home Economics

North Dakota State University, College of Home Economics, Fargo, North Dakota 58105.
clothing, Textiles, and Design. Also textile and costume conservation.

Ohio State University, Columbus Ohio. Ph.D.

School of Home Economics, B S. and M.S. in Home Economics; historic costume,
fashion illustration and design, construction, and textile and costume conser-
vation. Write Dept. of Textiles and Clothing, 262 Campbell Hall, 1787 Neil
Avenue, Columbus, Chic 43210-1295

Oregon State University, Apparel, Interiors, and Merchandising, Milam Hall,
Corvallis, Oregon 97331. Master's program of research/specialization in
historic costume, historic textiles, cultural costume, cultural textiles.
Also, a program in museum studies and Master's in Interdisciplinary studies
are other options. Undergraduate courses, also.

Purdue University, Consumer Sciences and Retailing, Matthews Hall, West Lafayette,
Indiana 47907. Undergraduate programs in Textlles and Clothing, and graduate
courses in Textile Science.

Ray College of Design, Ray-Vogue. 600 Woodfield Drive, Schaumburg, Illinois 60173.
Undergraduate.

Rhode Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island. Check. for majors.

University of Rhode Island, Textiles, Clothing, and Related Art Department,

Quinn Hall, Kingston, Rhode Island.02881. Undergraduate program. Master
of Science in Textiles, Clothing, and Related Art, focusing on the study

of historic and ethnic textiles and costume, preparlng students for work

in museums and historical societies; post—secondary'school teaching, textile
conservation work, and Ph.D graduate study.

San Francisco State University. Graduate interdisciplinary program, departments
of Art, Anthropology, and Classics. Contact Director of Museum Studies,

1600 Holloway Avenue, San Francisco, California 94132

University of Tennessee, College of Human Ecology, Knoxville, Tennessee 37916
Undergraduate, Master's, and Ph. D programs in Textiles and Apparel. Check
for major in Historic Dress. {Included, but as a major?)

Texas Tech University, College of Home Economics, Department of Merchandising,
Environmental Design, and Consumer Economics, Box 4170, Lubbock, Texas 79509-1162
Gradvate and undergraduate programs in merchandising, fashion design, and clo-
thing and textiles. The college has a costume collection, so check for
possible historic major. Theﬂdepartment participates in the college doctoral
program.

Virginia Tech, 103 Wallace Hall, Blacksburg, Virginia 24061-0410. Clothing and
Textiles. Graduate study, M S. and Ph.D. degrees. Social, Psychological,
Cultural, and Historical Aspects of Clothing and Textiles. There is an under-
raduate program in clothing and textiles.

Woodbury University. Write for information to Rosalie Utterbach, 6117 Cotbin Ave
Tarzana, California 91356

Other:

One of the world's finest courses in historic costume 1is offered through the Uni-
versity of London, Courtauld Institute of Art, History of Dress Department,
"20 Portman Square, London W1H OBE, England.. Master's degree.

Please check with universities about their art history programs as well. There
are community colleges and art colleges with programs that might be adaptable.

Add: The University of Alberta, Home Economics, Dept. of Clothing and Textiles, )
Edmonton, AB Canadd: A6G ZMS (M.Sc, Hist. T&C, post-grad Curatorship/Conservation)
Also, Centre for Embroidery Fashion and Textile Studies, 66 New Bond Street, London,
WlY 9DF, England, U.K. (Offers a’Dlplmoa in the Hlstory of Textile Techniques)

LRy
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Add: :

University of British Columbia

University of Georgia

University of Idaho

University of Illinois (Urbana-Champaign)
University of Mississippi, Columbia
Syracuse University

University of Wisconsin

These names have been given me, but I have
not yet checked them out.

1

August, 1999

Miami University, Dept. of Home Economics and Consumer Sciences
School of Educatilon and Allied Professions
260 McGuffey Hall, Oxford, Ohio 45056
513-529-4900
University of Missouri-Columbia, College of Human Environmental Sciences,
Department of Textile and Apparel Management
137 Stanley Hall, Columbia, Missouri 65211
314-882-7317 .
University of North Texas/School of Human Resource Management
P.O. Box 5248, Denton, Texas 76203-5248
817-565-2436 (Home of the Texas Fashion Collection)
Prairie View A § M University, College of Applied Sciences and Engineering
Technology, P.0. Box 2663, Prairie View, Texas 77446-2603
409-857-4417, undergraduate and master's in Home Economics

Write, also, U.S.I.T.T. (United States Institute of Theatre Technology)
10 W. 19th Street , Suite S5A
New York, New York 10011--about universities with Historic Costume
majors in Theatre Departments.
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Clothing Conservator/Textile Consultant

Related Occupations

Theater Costume Designer/Wardrobe Supervisor

Museum Technician
Museum Curator

Marydiane Restores Clothes Found in Attics and Old Trunks

Her Renewal Skills Mesh with
Public’'s Renewed Interest in the
Best of the Past

The delicate bustling of & lady's crinoline
and the tipping of a top hat in recognition are
symbolic of the elegance and romance that
dominated the 19th century.

Marydiane Scheemaker, of Hastings, N.Y,
is not in search of an available beau, but she
does wear white cotton gloves as was proper in
those days. Marydiane is a costume/textile con-
sultant who gives old garments new life and ad-
vises museums on the care, maintenance, and
display of yesterday's treasured fashions. When

Somerimes Marydiane imagines the early
Iives of the garments she restores.

she goes to work, she wears the gloves to protect
the delicate garments from her body oils.

*0ld fabric, usually made of linen, cotton,
or silk, is highly susceptible to acid and other
chemicals our body releases,” explains Mary-
diane. “l have to wear the gloves because the
oils in my hands could stain the fabrics. You
can wash your hands 10 times before touching a
garment and still stain it."

Now, as a costume and textile consultant.
she may spend a full day at a museum or high
school giving a workshop, setting up an exhibit,
or reorganizing a costume storage area.
Another day she may be home with her
4-month-old baby Stacey, reparing an antique
dress or textile weaving while Stacey naps.

Her consulting work gives her the flexible
hours she wants with her present family obli-
gations, but first she had to develop her
expertise.

Wanted to Be an Artist or Designer

Marvdiane cannot forget the earliest rum-
blings that prepared her for her career. When
she was in 4-H, she learned how to sew. “I
became very interested in fashion and creating
fashions.” she says. By holding various 4-H
club offices, she also learned public speaking, a
skill she now uses regularly.

At the time. she wanted to be an artist.
fashion designer, or art teacher. Her activities
in art club, a folk group, student council. year-
book staff, and cheerleading were all helpful.
*The most important aspect was learning the
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fine art of compromise.” she says of her many
expericnces working with people.

“Any and all art courses, home economics,
history, wrlting. and public speaking would be
helplul, Become familiar with local museums
and historica) societies. Joln as a Junlor
member and be willing to particlpate In activi-
ties,” she suggests. “Some even offer Intern-
ships to students. In &ny respect, i1 can give you
a chance to see if you like this work.”

Matydiane continued her education at
Nazareth College of Rochester through scholar-
ships. loans, work-study. and summer jobs as a
salesclerk. She took several art courses, includ-
ing art history and aesthetics. 1 knew I wanted
to pursue a career dealing with clothing. We
went on day trips to museums. and here is
where I encountered my first experiences with
museums and historical societies.”

In 1975, she received her bachelor of fine arts
degree from Syracuse University. She advises
students to take courses in college that deal
with the history of costumes. textile identifica-
tion, fashion design, draping. weaving textile
art, and figure drawing. Marvdiane recalls: ]
was active ip various fashion shows and went on
several field trips. I was beginning to feel
strongly about the exciting differences between
antique and modern clothing.”

A Stroke of Luck

Marvdiane was alreadv on her way to
clothing restoration and costume censultation
in 1975 when she went to work for a Syracuse.
N.Y.. fashion designer. The job only lasted six
weeks, however, because the company went
bankrupt.

She was not out of work long. Dev Brothers
and Company depamiment store in Svracuse
czlled her to join their executive training pro-
g-am. '] had interviewed with Deys during my
senior vear at S.U. through the career counsel-
ire office. It was a stroke of luck that they
calizd just when [ was in need of a job!”

She began as an assistant buyer in fashion re-
tailing. She supervised 10 salespeople and was
in charge of displays and advertising. "It was
excellent experience and training. but 1 began

to see that it was not the job | wanted to do for
the rest of my hife.”

In 1977, she was hired as an assistant to the
director of the Regional Conference of Histori-
cal Agencies. an organization of museums and
historical societies in New York state. Here her
interests in fashion and history began to gel.
Her job included publishing a museum news-
letter, organizing &8 membership campaign,
and routine office work.

In addition to her administrative duties, she
also consulted museums and historical societies
on costume/textile care, storage, and exhibit-
ing techniques. She credits her on-the-job
training at RCHA for this expertise. “] was
constantly learning all aspects of the museum
field. Here 1 was able to combine my an
fashion background with costume/textile col-
lections. I was able to attend workshops given
by RCHA such as Basics of 19th and Early 2(th
Century Textiles, History and Dating of
Costumes and Accessories. and Care and Iden-
tification of Textiles and Costumes.”

Left and Returned

These workshops provided her with the
knowledge she needed. but jobs in the field of
costume conservation are becoming more com-
petitive. she warns. "1 should have gone to
graduate school for a master's degree in
museum studies. At the time. though. I just
wanted to get out of school and work. Lirtle did
I know 1 would feel so differently later on.

**Now it would be almost impossibie for me.
The majority of schoels with museum studies
are far. and I would have to leave myv family. If
you want a permanent job in this field, a
master’s is 2 must.

“And you can’t just adapt to this career
because you are a good sewer.” she states.
*You must understand fabrics and textiles to
make it.” Cleaning old fabrics is a science
based on knowledge of the fabrics and chemicals.

Marydiane has firsthand experience with this
job market. Still searching for the job that
would most satisfv her, she left RCHA in 197¢
for Washington. D.C. She had high hopes of
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working in the costume/textile department of
the Smithsonian Institute, “but that was not to
be."”" she sighs. "'l spent almost a year in Wash-
ington and finally decided that these jobs were
very hard to come by and that 1 also missed my
family and friends.

“This career is often disappolnting because
museums usually don't have a great deal of
mone). When I returned to the RCHA, I had (0
do 50 on a part-time basis. They recently have
run short of funding for outside consultants, so
1 probably won't be dolng much more work for
them unless they acquire additional funding.”
sbe adds.

Luckily for Marydiane’'s business, Indepen-
dent Costume/Textile Consulting. the public
has recently developed an interest in vintage
garb. Tattered linens, cottons, silks, and cloth-
ing of other fabrics. hidden in attics for
decades. now receive new life and are preserved
through the artful fingertips of Marvdiane.
Thus their value is increased.

Rags to Riches

As part of her services, Marydiane consults
individuals, museums, and historical societies.
“Sometimes I will teach a group how to make
padded hangers. for example, to hang a gar-
ment propetly, or how to store a garment in
acid-free paper. 1 use a lot of the Smithsonian
Institute’s suggestions for clothing conserva-
ton.” asserts Marvdiane.

She often shudders when people try to wrig-
gle into the time-worn- fashions of vestervear
without taking exira care. “Waistlines were
tiny. and the old garments weren't made to
handle, for example, deodorant. which wasn't
even invented back then.”

Work one day involved salvaging a wedding
drass and shoes a client had found in the attic.
“When they came to me, the shoes were
cracked and crumpled. I carefully applied
mirk oil to make the shoes more suppie so 1
couid work on them. If 1 didn’t, they would
have fallen apart. After the oil set, I stuffed the
shoes with tissue paper and shaped them and
steamed the ribbons. (1 didn’t iron them.)"

The wedding dress was in shreds when Mary.
dianc began. When she was done, her client
was asounded. Many people think clothing in
disrepair is ready for the rag pile, but Mary-
dianc proves it isn't so.

Works Around Baby's Schedule

Marydiane enjoys working for herself. Her
job provides the opportunity for travel to dis-
tant museums and historical societies. 1 get to
work with some fascinating pieces of clothing
and textiles usually worth a lot of money. Every
consultation or project is a challenge and a new
experience.” And Marvdiane, who could also
be considered a clothing doctor, often wonders
who wore the garment she is mending and if
anything exciting happened while the person
was wearing the toggery.

Maryvdiane admits that her job's benefit of
flexibility can also hinder her. It means she
must discipline her hours. *'As silly as it may
sound. the biggest problem I am having is find-
ing child care.

“That really is my only problem—having to
work around my daughter’s schedule. I also
want to be with her as much as possible while
she is young, so 1 probably do not have as much
work as ! could have.”

Making the decision to be her own boss was
easy for Marydiane, bat she Interjects, “You
have to be a self-motivator. There's no one to
check up on you or to remind you. I do my owm
typing and many other tasks that perhaps in an
office or museum situation someone else might
do for you.”

Sometimes clients call her during her
precious leisure hours with her family. “Of
course. vou can alwavs call the client back
when it is more convenient.” she points out.

Marvdiane and husband Bob like going back
in time. not only through Marydiane's career,
but even when they socialize. It’s the old music
—the twist and the melodies of the 'S0s and
'60s that they like to listen to and dance to.
Spare time mighz also consist of hunting for an-
tiques and shopping at flea markets for bargains.



Expanding her consultations to full-time
work will be the next step for Marydianc.
"More people are becoming aware of the im-
portance of their history and their past and

want to preserve family items and pass them on
to future generations. Hopefully joby will be-
come more abundant.”

SUMMARY

Marvdiane Scheemaker. Hastings, N.Y..
takes a step back in time. As a costume/textile
consultant, she restores old garments and ad-
vises museums and historical societies on the
proper care, storage, and exhibition of time-
worn apparel from top hat to button shoes.

JOB FACTS

Salany Range:
$8.000 to $18.000 per year. depending on
hours. experience. and location

Educational Requiremenrs:
Master's degree in museum studies usually
required

Personal Characteristics:
Iqterest in old clothes, history, and fashion:
self-initiative; desire for perfection, reliabil-
ity. and responsibility; good personal skills to
dez] with clients: willingness to accept low
pay and insecurity due to lack of funds for
this work: willingness to travel

To find biographies of similar careers, see separate booklet index and cluster listing. Look under

From her Hastings, N.Y., home, she oper-
ates a part-time consulting service. doing every-
thing including the typing and recordkeeping.
Others with a master’s degree in museum stud-
ies and textile/costume preservation may find
full-time work in larger museums.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

The subjects of these biographies are not
able to answer personal inquiries. For more
informarion, please write to the following
organization(s). Addresses listed are current
as of publication date.

Costume Sociery of America

15 Lirtle John Road

P.C. Box 761

Englishtown, NI 07726

American Textile Manufacturers Institute
Ste. 300, 1101 Connecticut Ave, NW
Washington. DC 20036

*Visit local historical societies, and talk to
museum curators for ideas.

Clothing, Fashion, Historical, Museum; also Consumer and Home Economics, Finc Arts and Hunman-

ities, and Pcrsonal Service Careers clusters.

T 1085, Vocational Buographies inc.. Sauk Centre, MN 56373, All rights reserved.
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