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Emigration - departing {rom Dng’s native land in search
for a better way of life. GCould that be what most emigrants
irn the 192th century were looking for —— a better way of
life? Ferhaps emigration was an escape from political
struggles, religious persecutions, and economic hardships:
perhaps it allowed a growing family a sense of well béing ar
stability and room for expansion; or mavbe emigration merely
satigfied an individual ‘s curiosity or need for a change in
life. Whatever the reason, the 19th céntury saerved as an
important period for massive emigration with Bermany being
one of the leading coantributors.

From the 17th century up wuntilt 1890, individualis of
German ethnic origin outnumbered immigrants from anv other
country to America. These immigrants to the United States
had contributed gareatly to the economic growth of this
countrf‘and to many of the traditions and customs stitl
celebrated today. One emigrant of German ethnic origin,
Faul Mltter, chose to seek this land of new opportunity in
1842 with his large and arawing family. As a descendent of
FPaul Multter, I have taken an interest in his life in the O01d
Country and in America, including the area he finally chose
to call "home" —-- Bellevillie, Illinois. He was born and

raised in Alsace-lLorraine, France, and emigrated before



hd

bermany tduk over (See Appendix A for map of
Alsace-Lorraine). His language and customs were more German
than French and so therefore I have researched the German as
well as the French backaround in crder to better understand
the circumstances surrounding Faul Miller’‘s life. What were
the conditions of his life in Alsace-Lorraine: his
childhood, his marriage, his family, and his career? Why
would he consider immigrating to the United Gtates
especially in the time of the American Civil War, and what
finally drove him to do so? What was it like for him and
his family to pull up their roots and transplant themselves
in a foreign land? Why did they choose to settle where they
did and how had the family gotten to its present state? The
answers to these guestions and many others similar have been
researched in an attempt to discover some of the unknown
factors in Faul Miller‘s life beginning with his youth in

Al sace~-Lorraine, France.

Alsace is a beautiful tract of 1and descending {from the
Vosges Mountains, which are lTocated to the west running in &
northerly direction and boarded by the Rhine river on the
east. The tertile plain of Alsace between the Vosaes
Mountains and the Rhine is well irrigated by several streams
all draining into the Il1 river. This river is responsible
for the naming of this territory originally, I1l-sass,
Ellsass, Eisass all meaning the seat of the I11. Northwest

‘of Alsace is a curved plateau descending gradually in the



west to a valley nearly co-extensive with Lorraine. 1In the
Mortheast and East, Alsace is bounded by the Ravarian
Falatinate, Rhenish Frussia, and Luxemburg. The west side
is borded by France and the south by Switzerland. In May of
1871, the territory of Alsace-Laorraine was transtfered from a
French territory to a German territory at Frankfort and
became part of the German Empire as a "Reichsland" -
tormally designated "Elsass-Lothringen".(FPhillipson, 37
Futnam, 3, 173, 174)

Alsace is a beautiful country with mountains and hills,

valleys, rivers, plains, lakes and forests. A walk through
any forest would reveal luscious greenery of fir, beech, and
oak . The land of Alsace varies from mountain, plateau, and

plain land thereby providing opportunity for pastoral
grazing and agricultural gccupations. The climate of
Alsace-Lorraine is temperate and rather moist due to the
mary streams. The temperature varies according to the
various altitudes and because of the snow that lies on the
summits of the Vosges Mountains for about halft the year.
The provinces of Alsace posses rich soil - one of the most
fertile in central éurope ; with great mineral wealth. The
plains of Lorraine are less fertile than the soil of Alsace
but are also rich in minerals such as coal, iron, and salt
mines. (?hil]ipson, 36, 373 Futnam, 174)

Many of the agricultural products such as potatoes,

cereals, sugar beets, hops, tobacco, flax, and hemp are



valuable to Alsace, but the greatest profit caomes from
grapes and fruit {for which the uplands of Alsace are
particularly advantageous. Other products include wheat,
barley, ryve, cats, pulse, dairy produce especially cheese,
and timber. More commerce exists in Alsace due to the fact
that its cities lie on the great railways and water passages
between North and South and are natural trade centers for an
abundant territory. The principal industries include
spinning and weaving with the greatest output in cotton
cloth. Many other industries that exist are dyeing, the
manufacturing of tanning and leather goods, along with the
manufacturing of silk, lace, machinery, glass, china ware,
and many other household obJects. The amount of textile
gopds such as cotton, Tinen, and woollen produced in

Al sace~Lorraine alone equals a qdarter of the total produced
in all of France. (FPhillipson, 42, 44)

In order to feed the cotton manufacturing industry back
in the hills of Alsace with raw cotton from the Southern
states of America two routes could be taken. One route was
to utiiize the Rhine. This route was the more natural route
extept for the fact that tariffs heightened the cost and sa
therefore a second route was most often used. This route
was to import bales throuash LeMavre and then transport them
overland. The second route also proved to be advantageous

to the citizens of Alsace-Lorraine when it came time to
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emigrate due fo ites lacation and the cheapesr cost of
traveling on a cargo carrying ship.

Many of the citizens of Alsace were Catholic with the
remainder being primarily Jews and some Frotestants. The
native speech for the majority was German. The German
language and culture was adopted mainly when Germanic tribes
occupied Alsace in the Sth century and alsa due to the close
proximity of the two regions. The Alsace region of
Alsace~-Lorraine was strongly French in sentiment and
national pride followina the French Revolution. Throughout
the 19th century Alsatians spoke both French, mainly
concentrated in the upper class, and German which was
preterred by the majority. The Lorraine region held some
German traditions but fewer German speakers than Al sace.
There appeared to be more ot a friction between bermans and
Alsatians than between Germans and Lorrainers probably due
to the fact that Germans and Lorrainers shgaged in mines,
iron-works, and factories. (FPhillipson, 383 Thernstrom, 29)

it was in this Berman—influenced portion of
Algsace-Lorraine where my great—greét grandfather Faul MUller
was traised. He was born an Fegruary 2, IB13, in Wiesviller
Village, Bitche, Lorraine, France, along the German border,
to André Muller and Elisabeth (Arnoldy) Maller and was
baptized on the same day in the Catholic church in
Wiesviller by Father Greff. He was the sixth D% el even

children growing up in a quaint and picturesque village (Gee



Appendix B for Faul Miller‘s brothers and sisters).
Wiesviller was primarily an agricultural community located
within rolling hi1lé and mountainous siopes. André MUl ler

was a farmer {cultivateur, laboureur?, as noted in the birth

records of his children, ftollowing in the footsteps of his
father, Jean M. Miller. His mother was Anne Marie Hellinger
of Guising, canton of Rohtbach. In later years André MOl)er
became an innkeeper probably leaving the farm to his eldest
saons. Traditional to both French law and German culture was
that farmers were known to divide the family farm so that
each son would get a fair share. Often one or two of the
older brothers would buy out the others and then have the
vounger ones +farm for them. Being the second to the last
son, Faul MOl er may have possibly visualized a vast amount
of land available in America which would not be at home. He
did not, however, rush to America.

At the age of 21, Paul Miller married Reine Miszler
daughter of Fierre and Reine (Liédmann) Miszler on January
10, 1835. Seven children blessed this marriage: Catherine,
born November 17, 1835; Paul, born February 1%, 1B37; Marie,
born March 15, 1838; Reine, born December 22, 1841
Josephine, born October 11, 18433 Adam, born July 9,‘1846;
and Engelbert, barn February 28, 1848. Faul Miller probably
farmed, but may not have had enough land to support his
growing family, or may have had to lease land from others.

Buring this time, he may have been facing some harsh weather



which may have effected the land causing crop failufes. or
possibly he was realizing that the life he was living was
not going to be able to support his family the way he would
have 1iked to. CQConditions such as these were experisnced by
many ana hecame a major reason for emiaration. For Paul

MGl 1er, however, emigration would have been out of the
gquestion at this time due to the death of his wife Mrs.
Reine Miller on June 22, 1848. 'Six months after his wife's
death, Faul MOl l1er met and married Elisabeth Ganglaff}
daughter of Nicholas and Catherine Schouber Bangloff (See
Appendix C for marriage certificate).

Elisabeth BGangloff was born on September 17, 1825 in
Woetfing, Wiesvililer Village, Lorraiée, France, the fifth of-
eleven children (See Appendix B for ltist of sisters and
brothers). Her father Nicholas was a farmer and the son of
Charlies G. Gangloff who was also a farmer and Elisabeth
Fouhn. Elisabeth’s mother, Catherine Schouber, was the
daughter of André S. Schouber, who was an innkeeper and
merchant, and Catherine Auer, At the age of 23 she became
the bride of Faul MU11EP, who was then 3% and already had
seven children, the youngest only months old.

While still in Wiesviller, Faul and Elisabeth bad four
additional children: Nicolas, born December 11, 1849; Marie
Catherine, born December 10, 1BS03; Madeleine, born March 12,
18&60; and John (Jean), born January 26, 1841, By this time,

Faul Mlller was probably beginning to dream of a better life



with better employment opportunities for his children and
grandchildren. Since both he and his wife came from large
families, it is possible that some relatives or friends may
have emigrated to the United States and sent word ot their
life in America. Whatever the reason, in 1862 Faul Milller
decided to relocate his wife, who was then pregnant, and his
rapidly growing family to America. Economic reasons, such
as repeated crop failures, probably also helped influence
his decision to emigrate.

The nineteenth century was the century for immigrants
searching far economic improvement. During the ninetesnth
century there were several distinct major periods of
immigration. Between 1847 and 1B55, German immigrants came
in large numbers escaping crop failure -- especially of the
potato —— and famine. Many of these same problems effected
areas boardering Germany such as Alsace—Lorraine. xport of
food in Germany was forbidden during 1850-1853, and potatoes
were not even allowed to be converted into alecohol. A
second wave of immigration was in part dus to the German
Wars of 1864, 1846, and 1870 which severly ingured the
economy of Germany and trade with nearby regions. Also
influencing immigration at this time was the desire of
vounger sons for land which might not be satisftied at home,
especially if they had several other brothers with which to
share the inheritance. Many Alsace-~Lorrainers blended into

the 1arger German group and lost their distinctive



characteristics. (bDavie, 6é3; Rippley, 74; Thernstrom, 29,
4100

During the 18530‘s - 1B&0’s in particular there were
ever present reminders of emigration. Many of these

reminders were from shipping agencies in the form of
handbills. distributed at crowd assemblies and sailing
notices on bill boards. UOther reminders were from personal
letters from family and ¥Piends‘that kept the interest
alive. At this time some in&ividua1s were experiencing a
périod of higher wages which helped make fulfiliment of the
dream to emigrate possible. Many individuals in this
situation were inclined to believe that if conditions at
home were gooa, el sewhere they were better. While some
German—speaking regions were witnessing good times,

el sewhere conditions were less favorable, especially for the
farming population. (Hansen, 283, 286)

Small farmers and laborers during the mid-12th century
ware facing economic mal adjustments where their credit was
under strain and the financial ruin was enough to burry them
aut of their homeland. Many of these farmers left in hopes
of economic enrichment and also to avoid the pervasive wars
in Germany during the early 19th century and France during
the mid-1%9th century which progressively injured the
‘economic and sogial structure. Several peasant families
during these hard times were left landless and economically

ruined. Warfare, or fear of it, disrupted business and gave
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trédesmen and craftsmen the incentive to leave. (Coggeshall,
0, 154)

Significant push factors causing emigration from
Germany and neighboring areas in the ninetsenth century
derived from the fact that the Industrial Revoiution was
slow in its progress. Several individuals left these
regions due to political instability, economic hardships,
and many because.of intellectual curiosity. A majority of
the emigrants were either political refugees or poorer
families who left to get away from poverty, poor harvests
and disruption of trade. In the middlie of the nfnataenth
century religious persecutions were ocouring in an attempt
to suppress the religious differences in Germany. HMany
catholic and lutheran families found this to be the
opportune time to emigrate. Repeated crop failures also
took their toll on the agricultwal sconomy along with
overpopulation in regions near BarmanyAinc1uding
Al sace~-Lorraine, France. Conditions such as these
"heightened" the attraction of America and made emigrating
the most logical response for farmers, craftsmen, and small
shopkeepers. {(Coggeshall, 8%, 1253 Thernstrom, 41i0)

Along with the push tactors toward immigration, several
pull tactors also existed. These included the fact that
sevaeral companies were offering free voyages to America, and
Americans were granting access to their ports to ships of

all nations since they could use newcom=rs and workers to
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build up their country. Many vessels from America bound for
European ports carried heavy freights but on the return trip
home held cargo of finer guality and smaller bulk leaving
room for many emigrants to fill. European pesasants were
given the opportunity to emigrate due to the +fact that
increased shipment af goods such as tobacco, grain, and
cotton helped reduce the price of passage to a more
atfordable level . Another major pull factor according to
LaVern Rippley was the Homestead Act of 1862, where a
settier could obtain up to 160 acres without charge provided
that he bound himself to dwell on the land for a period of
at least 5 years and to improve it. 0Other pull factors were
the improved conditions of ocean travel and the many
advertisements from railroad and shipping companies which
overexaggerated the "good life" in America. Frivate
agencies also were recruiting emigrants to fill empty
steamships {for the voyage back. The primary influence
during the later part of the nineteenth century which
instigated immigration, bringing bBermans and their bordering
neighbors, came from letters of family memiars, friends, and
already established German ethnic societies who were doing
well in America. (Hansen, 179; Moltmann, 103 Rippley, 80Q)
Luwring the mid- to late nineteenth century,
observations concerning emigration showed that it was
changing in characteﬁistics, no Tonger consisting mainly of

voung individuals such as farm laborers, artisans, and
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apprentices or young couples. Many of these emigrants were
family groups which contained several atroné and'healthy
sons. Mostly, this was probably due to the desire of
parents to place their children and capital in a 1and where
both were needed and where a yvield from each was assured.
Emigration to the United States during this period, for a
significant number of people, was determined ﬁainly by the
organized aroups with which they were traveling. Between
i81% and 1860 Germany contributed greatly to the immigrant
rumber in the United States, with an additional 200,000
listed as Frenchmen, most of whom were German-—-speaking

individuals from Alsace and Lorraine. (Hansen, 163; .Jones,

A late nineteenth century emigrant wanting to go to
America had to have his passage money ready prior to
departure, since there was no longer any contracts being
drawn up for one to work for his passage. Because of this,
there began to be a change from the poorer individuals to
individuats for the most part, not entirely without means
and not belonging to the absolutely poor class of society.
(+ten these people were afraid of becoming poor due to
uwnfavorable economic, market, and trade conditions.

(Mol tmann, 13)

According t6 Maldwyn Jones, immigration was a traumatic

experience for all immigrants usually resulting in & sense

of alienation and isolation. He stated, "It was nearly
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always the fate of the first generation immigrant to remain
a ‘marginal man’ suspended between two cultures but
belonging whaolly to neither." (Jones, 127)

This may have been what it was like for Faul Ml ler and
his family, 1in a sense, since they chose to emigrate when
Alsace—iorraine was under control of France, but shortly
atter their arrival to the United Sfates, it came under the
control of Germany. Their suspension between cul tures would
Be three-way however, trying to balance between France,
Germany, and the United States. Facing this type of turmoil
along with having to pick up all of one‘s belongings and
migrate onward to an unknown future probably brought about
feelings of insecurity and even trauma. Faul Miller himself
faced uneasy thoughts and feelings about whether he was
doing the right thing ftor his family. Surely it had to be
better in America where they believed they would not be
experiencing crop failures or lack of room to expand and
grow as a family.

Conditions in Alsace-Lorraine must have been unbearable
in order to cause a man to relocate his ftamily to another
country that was engaged in war. What influenced their
decision to go to New Orleans, a Confederate port, and run
the risk of the Union blockade? One possible solution is
that they had heard of a colony in Texas already establ ished
by many A1sétians and Lorrainers. This colony formed in

1844 by Henri Castro brought several thousand emigrants,
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mainly catholic, from France to settle in Medina County.
Throughout the 1840's, Castro sent out recruiting forces to
Al sace and nearby territories, thereby constantly keeping
the public aware of the growing community in America.
Friowing that a colony of individuals with the same
mationality and customs existed, may have helped ease some
tears of emigrating, and instigate a migration to the United
States at a time when such a move would not normally be
considered. (Thernstrom, 29

Mrs. MOller had the responsibility of preparing the
children and organizing the personal items that would be
traveling with them. She also faced leaving many treasured
items and comforts that she had already established in her
home which made life somewhat easier. This must have been a
hard chore for her since she was also contending with
pregnancy. For all of them, just the thought of Teaving
“home" probably brought about feelings of sadness and maybe
even a loss of one’s sense of belonging or identity, but
they knew the hardships they were facing and they atl
vaarned for a better way of life with more opportunities
than what they had in their home country.

Like most emigrants from their region, they would have
started thair travel from the German-French border with
other families in long caravans af covered wagons. These
wagons would probably have been arched with sailcloth and

inside would be the women, children, and baggage while the
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men and older boys would lead the horses by walking outside
the wagons. At night they would have probably camped and
sparingly consumed the supply of food they brought to
support them across the Atlantic. Most would travel by road
directly to LeHavre and others may stop in communities along
the way where they would rest up in preparation for the long
traumatic experience that lay ahead. 0Once at LeHavre, the
reality of what was happening became more certain. Some
families may have sold their wagons along the way to obtain
axtra money for travel expenses and possibly a little start
in their new life. (Hansen, 187)

Several shipping lines in sxistence during the
nineteenth century helped maintain a somewhat steady flow of
immigrants to America. Early emigrants utilized the Dutch
ports by way of the Rhine river which was an easily
accessible, efficient, and more affordable passageway for
emigrants to get to the ports on the North Sea. European
emigrants up until 1817 were often transported as
“redemptioners", meaning that ablebodied men were sold to
bidders in America provided that the purchaser reimbursed
the shipping company. The purchaser would himself be paid
off through emigrant labor. After 1819, with the end of
redemptioning, Dutch shipping companies l1ost most of their
business because they lacked regular commercial products to
trade with America. LeHavre in France began to take over

some of the Dutch shipping business by setting up a route
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from Alsace to New Orleans using cotton ships. with cotton
for the Alsatian Mills. An important port for emigrants
from Germany was Breman, which became the main port for
American tobacco. Here, emigrants were taken to Baltimore
in tobacco ships. Once in America these immigrants would
travel inland to the Mississippi, Ohio, and the Missouri
valleys. (Moltmann, 713 Rippley, 31; Thernstﬁom, 411)
Throughout the nineteenth century, sailing vessels
became faster and better equipped for emigrant transport on
the westerly route to America. A later transition from sail
to steam, becoming dominate aftter the end of the American
Civil War in 1865, would mean larger ships that were
primarily passenger vessels, but {for the early 18460°s the
primary transportation was by sail. 0On a sailing vessel,
the trip across the Atlantic could take somewhere around one
to three months depending upon the weather. Many of the
conditions faced on a sailing vessel incltuded hunger,
disease, lack of privacy, and sometimes death. Both British
and American laws in 1848-1849 and again in 18335 tried to
reduce some of the discomforts, inadequate spacing, and
unsanitary conditions, but hardships still remained. Many
of the ships were basically designed for cargo carriage and
were quite hazardous. The steerage accomodations were very
small, quite dark, and poorly ventilated with restricted
access to the deck and overcrowding was a definite problem.

(Hansen, 300; Jones, 184; Taylor, 116}
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With the inereased interest in emigrant travel came
stiffer competition between the shipping industries. The
competition became a battlie between agencies in that they
tried every incentive to lure emigrantes to their ships.

Many adopted a system of couriers to quide the emigrants
through the most difficult stage of the journey -—-— from
their villages to the ports. The construction of railways
also helped facilitate the Journey within France and Germany
to the ports. Utilizing these railways in the eé%ly iB30's,
agencies at LeHavre and other ports would arant reduced
tares of 1/3 - 1/2 of customary charge to emigrants for the
state railways and some agencies even ran special trains
during the spring season in order to lure emigrants to their
part. {(Hansen, 2290, 2Z%91)

Once the emigrant reached his port of destination,
whether by rail or caravan, his journey acrass the Atlantic
was only a short time away. Many emigrants such as Faul
Miller and his family huddled together not knowing what to
expect or what to do next. After boarding what was probably
a French cotton ship at the port of LeHavre, they found a
place for themselves in the dimly 1it steerage area and
settled in as best they could in what was going to be their
home for the next month or longer.

As they made their way to America they did their part
by helping out when needed. Several of the women would help

in the cleaning, cooking, and serving of the meals while the
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men including older boys of the family would help out on
deck , especially during a storm. One such terrible storm at
sea which called {for every able-bodied man to be on deck
took the life of Faul Muller’s fourth son Nicolas, the
first-born of Elisabeth, who was about 13 at the time. When
Nicolas went to help, he was washed overboard by the huae
waves ., Losing a teenage boy must have been a hardship to
the parents, especially since he was undoubtedly expected to
hetp the family in the planting and harvesting of crops in
the new country. To Faul Miller, who needed all the
assistance he could get in starting over in America, a big
asset was lost. Elisabeth MUl1ler who was preagnant and
already upset by the turbulent ocean, probably suffered
great grief over this loss. As the excursion continued on,
no more hardships came upon the Milllers as they made their
way to America except upon arrival.

As the ship neared the port of New Orleans, they had to
run the biockade and face the turmoil that New Orleans was
in at that time. On May 1, 185462, Union forces of the
American Civil War had claimed New Orleans and were in the
process of driving the Confederate army completely out of
the Mississippi Valley region. The Mississippi Valley was
completely held by Union forces in July of 1863 after
defeatfng the Confederate army in Vicksburg and af Fort
Hudson. EBefore July of 1B63 it was highly unlikely that any

travel up the Mississippi River was allowed and so many of
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the immigrants’ plans were already having to be adjusted or
completely altered.

New Orleans was the important cotton port and LeHavre’s
principle articlte of transatlantic commerce was cotton so
therefore thousand of German and French emigrants landed at
New Orleans annually. The majority of French immigrants in
the decade before the Civil War at Louisiana were Alsatians
wha prabably traveled on cotton ships from LeHarve. New
Orleans became the second-largest port of immigration in the
United States before the Civil War. Due to the fact that
many German-speaking immigrants landed in New Orleans, a
German Society was formed in 1847 which supplied information
from their bureau in New Orteans, met incoming ships, and
helped immigrants for being victims of fraud. The German
Society would help secure food and shelter to the
German—spealk ing immigrants and on occasion they would supply
amall sums of money +or steamboat passage on the
Mississippi. ™Mainly, the German Society was Jjust eager to
get the immigrants out of the unhealthy quarters of the city
and speed their departure north or elsewhere. Neither the
climate nor the economic life of the Tower South appealed to
the peasants whose home land was Germany or neighboring
borders, and so most of them went either further inland or
Notth. (Hansen, 301; Taylor, 125; Thernstrom, 30)

Since the Civil War was being fouwght in America in

1862, many German—-speaking individuals who were against
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slavery travelled North to look for a place to live. German
emigrants viewed the North as a haven for the down—-trodden
immigrant. According to LaVern Rippley, they felt it
represented deﬁucracy and otfered equal opportunity for the
little person thereby not classifying man in a certain
station or class. Germans and German-speaking individuals
favored these beliets of liberty and eguality. Before the
American Civil War, thoughts of traveling north were also
highlighted by the fact that passage up the Mississippi was
relatively cheap and there were excellent steamboat
zervices., It became a great travelway and easy means of
reaching 5t. Louis, Cincinnati, or getting to the Ohio river
bound for Fennsylvania, all of which were "stronaholds of
German culture". (Jones, 119; Rippley, 5&)

[uring the American Civil War years many immigrants had
to change their plans and either reside in New Orleans or
find some other means to get North. By the time the Millers
arrived in New Orleans, the Union forces had a hold of the
city and choices for travel were limited. Froof has been
shown that another Miller child was born in Fennsylvania in
1863, so some way or another they must have made their way
up North. A highly unlikely means for the MUllers to get
North would have been to travel up the Mississippi, run
Confederate and Union battles, and continue on into Union
territory, Tﬁis expedition, though travelled by many before

the American Civil War, would have been impossible due to



21

the fact that no travel was being conducted up the
Mississippi. A more reasonable means for the Mullers to get
Morth would be that they might bhave been shipped up sea to
New Yorlk , Bustmh, Baltimore or Fhiladelphia and there they
would have travelled inland before settling. A second
situation that may have occurred is that Mrs. Muller may
have had a miscarriage and they Femainéd in New Orleans
until the Mississippi Valley was free to be travelled upon,
thereby allowing encugh time for her to get pregnant again
and have a child by the time they arrivad in Pennsylvania.
Al though there is no documentation yet discovered, I
tend to believe that the family was shipped by sea up North.
Before embarking for their trip, FPaul MQller, now Mueiler,
and his fahi]y faced yet another situstion which would
change the%r lives tpgether. One of Faul ‘s older daughters,
Reine Mueller, now of age to start her own family chose to
part from the others and remained to settle in New Orleans.
This fact seems to indicate that either the family spent
some time in New Orleans before traveling up North or else
Reine Mueller met her significant other on the ship ride to
America. Also, Faul‘s oldest son Faul enlisted in a
Michigan regiment to fight for the Union forces in the Civil
War iﬁ May of 1862. Now, three members shaort of their
ariginal group, the Muelilers began their passage to a new

life.



Original plans for this family may have been to travel
to Castro’s Colany in Texas, but since the Union army had a
hold on New Orleans they would not be abie to travel to

Confederate lands. Other Alsatian settlements which they
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may have considered were areas along the Mississippi River a

few miles upstream fram New Orleans, areas near Bellevilie,
INMinois, possibly 5t. Louis, Missouri, and maybe even
further inland in Illinois. These areas also would have
beern limited in travel due to the battles on the
Mississippi. Most of the Alsatians settled in eastern
Fennsylvania where, because they lacked sufficient numbers
to organize their own social, cultural, and economic
institutions, they usually joined existing German or French
organizations. This was the fate of the Muellers as they

tried to builid a new life in Pennsylvania.

Settling down to start all over would have been gquite a

hardship. For Elisabeth Mueller, who was nearing her due
date, the household chores and duties required to organize
home would not have come easily. Faul Mueller, now left
with three boys of whom only two were old enough to work,
was now confronted with searching out land or a job. In
1843, within the first year of their lifte in Fennsylvania,
Elisabeth gave birth to another son, whom they named
Nicolas. Between 1863 and the middle of 1865, the family
did not prosper as they had hoped. Maybe they never found

community that offered security or a feeling of home.
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Ferhaps the wUrE opportunities Qere not plentiful or maybe
progress was slow and leaning toward failure. Whatever the
reason, Faul Mueller again packed up his family and made his
way down South possibly to an establishment of families-
similar to the tMueillers or to an area more similar to their
homeland. This area of familiar customs and Tife styles is
Bellevitle, Il1linois, where several other emigrants from
Al sace~Lorraine were settling and farming the land.
German—speaking farmers were among the firét pioneers
who settied and farmed large areas of the United States both
during and before the nineteenth century. Many of these
early settlers lived in German neighborhoods and continued
to speak, preach, and teach in German. Later in the
nineteenth century, many of the Berman—-speaking immigrants
who came to America wsre well tréined and experienced
farmers, or skilled craftsmen. Many of these immigrants
were hard'working, peaceloving individuals with a targe
majority utilizing skills learned in the 01d Country for
occupations such as baker, carpenter, and brewer. Several
immigrants, propelled by social forces in both Ewrope and
the United States, were attracted to the American industrial
boom. It was also comforting for immigrants to know that
communities already existed in the United States with
individua]s of similar backarounds and customs. A deep
attachment to the l1and was shown by many of the immigrants

and they tended to live in groups sharing a similar
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religion, 1anguage, and economic bond. This stability
allowed the children to have not only the family, but also a
whole community to rely on when it came time to go out on
their own. (Billigmeier, 31, 45; Coggeshallt, 1513 Moltmann,
1533 Thernstrom, 413)

These ethnic communities offered self-protection and
self—-help in the +orm of clubs and societies. The many
societies guaran&eed their members economic security and
helped them fit into the social envirenment. As the push
for urbanization increased, hé@ever, this community strength
somewhat diminished. With the onset of the Civil War, the
idéals of immigrants changed, centering more on their future
than on their homeland. Farents thought more about the 1and
of their children than the land of their fathers. By the
end of the war, foreign language and customs though they did
not disappear, €hanged in a way that Americans became DHE |
whether they were native or foreign born. (Hansen, 306&3
Motimann, 135}

Even with the strive toward Americanization and unity
of the country as a whole, many German customs and
lifestyles valued by Germans and German—speaking famities
survived. Foods of German custom that prevailed include
such items as pork in the form of pork sausage, liver
sausage, blood sausage, and "head cheese" and they would

save the lard from the pork to seal storage crocks. Chicken

was always baked and rabbits were skinned and soaked in
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vinegar and other spices making Hasenpfeffer. Fotato
pancakes called kKartoffel Kloss was a favorite, along with
homemade sauerkraut, German potate salad, and "stink beans®,
which were green beans preserved like sauerkraut. Bread was
served at every meal. Homemade coffee cake {(cinnimon or
brown sugar) and cookies such as springerlies or lebkuchen
were always a delightful dessert. Along with contributing
many food items to the American way of 1ife, Raobert
Billigmeier brings up the fact that,
the Bermans introduced certalin traditions that were
destined to spread rapidly among the Anglo-Americans
and transtform the celebration of the two most important
events in the Christiam calendar. A profound change in
the celebration of Christmas was wrought with the
introduction of the Advent wreath and the Christmas
tree with its colorful decoration as well as the
tradition of Christmas singing, cooking, and baking.
Also, the Germans brought the Easter festivities
associated with the Easter rabbit and Easter eggs
(Billigmeier, 34&).
The German lifestyles included a love for nature,
comfortable picnics, and Sunday strolls —— an overall
delight in relauzcion. They were also known, however, for
their consumption of beer, wine or schnapps at high spirited
family visits consisting of dancing, singing, and public
feasts. The tavern became the center for social meetinas in
the German community. (Coggeshall, 1243 Thernstrom, 414)
One German community attracting considerable numbers of

Germans after 1829 was Belleville, Illinois, located in 5t.

Clair County. Early St. Clair records are in French, since
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the first settlers were French. It became the first county
organized in the present state of Illinois. German—speaking
immigrants arrived early in its settliement and comprized a
large majority of the population. Many of the Germans 1in
Belleville were first attracted to St. Louis and settled
close to the river. Belleville ("beautiful city" in French)
started out as a one-acre pltot in the middle of a corntield
in 1814. The tirst school in Belleville was the private
Sinclair School which opened in 1815, fouw vears before
Helleville was incorporated as a village. 9Schooling was
very important to the Germans and by 1844, Bellieviile had
fouwr schools, one of which taught German. In 1836 the first
library was organized and Ey 1840, stagecoaches were picking
up and deliverinag mail and passengers along the “Gréat West
Mail Route." In the early yeaﬁs individuals of English,
French, German, and some Gaelic descent comprised
Belleville’'s community. Farming and itrade were the first
immigrant occupations in Belleville, ftollowed by coal-mining
after the discovery of coal resources in S5t. Clair County.
(Bateman, 498; Hawgood, 125 Belleville News Democrat,
2/14/8%9; Coggeshall, 27; Hawgood, 12Z8)

The follaowing information researched by Dr. Kay Carr of
the History department at Southern Illtinois University at
Carbondale indicates that: In 1850, forty-nine individuals
from Alsace resided in Bellevilie, with twenty-three of them

being adult males twenty-one years of age or older. Two of
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these men were listed as professional men, two were skilled
craftsmen, three were unskilled Taborers, three were
transportation workers, and one was a government officiat.
By the standards of employment, it can be hypothesized that
these individuals of Alsatian descent possibly had money.
By 1860, 217 individuals from Alsace resided in Belleville,
with ninety-two of them being adult males twenty—one years
of age or older. The occupations of these individuals
included: four commercial workers, twelve proprietors, six
worked at top ltevel manufacturing positions, twenty-one
crattsmen, two involved in new or technical fields such as
photography , nine transportation workers, one unskilled
worker, 28 day laborers, eight miscellaneous, and.one
unknown. No professionals are noted at this time. These
occupational discriptions signify that on the average this
growing group occupied a more modest occupational status
than in 18%50.

Business in Belleville soared in 1846 when Main Street
was macadamized becoming the first "paved" road in the state
allowing easier travel and trade down to the Mississippil
River. In 1850, Belleville, having a population of 6,000,
received a city charter from the state. During this same
year beer-brewing industries in Relleville experienced a
sudden rapid growth with about eight brewers known in the
city. By this time a majority of the distillers, brewers,

and other skilled craftsmen such as tailors, carpenters and
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bakers in Belleville were German—-speaking. Literary
societies were established, along with musical societies,
gymnastic sociéties, and sports clubs, all exemplifying the
German ideals of physical fitness and mental development.
This rapidly growing city received its first taste of
culture in 1864 with the first concert of the Beltleville
Fhilharmonic. (Belleville News Democrat 9/14/89; Coggeshall,
Qé, 102)

The year 1865 was the start of great expansion for
Belleville, with the next 50 years witnessing the
introduction of electricity and street lights, a haospital,
breweries and foundaries. Changes in transportation also
ococurred with improved streets, railroads, and the first
automobiles. The first free public school was opened in
April of 1865 and the next year, Belleville opened the first
thigh school in S5t. Clair County. Work opportunities became
more plentiful with the introduction of stove and iron
+oundaries, the first of which was built in 1873 and another
in 188%. By this time Relleville had attracted more
citizens due. to coal-mining industries, the Belleville 0il
Works which turned castor beans into oit, and shoe
manufacturers. It was in this developing city of Belleville
that Faul Mueller decided to settle. (Belleville News
Democrat, 9/14/89)

Faul Mueller and his family made the move from

Fennsylvania to Belleville, Illinols, sometime between the
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vears ot 1863 and 1865. Mo specific date or month can be
determined at this time, but it is known that one child was
born in 1863 in Fennsylvania and another was born in
Bellevillie, I1linois on July 31,'18&5. At this particular
time, there was a shortage of labor due to the American
Civil War, but shortly atter the end of the war in 18465
there were more jobs available. The Mueller family more
than likely sought wark in farm labor since that sesmed to
be their trade. Shortiy after moving to Belleville,
E1isabeth gave birth to another daughter named Mary, born
July, 31, 186%. Following Mary came éhar]es, born January
13, 1848, and Katherine (Kate), born January 10, 1873.
According to the 1870 census, Faul Mueller was listed as a
laborer. By the 1880 census, he was still liated as A
1aborer, his son John who would then have been nineteen, was
a worker in a flouwr mill, and Nicolas who was then sixtesen,
was listed as a carriage painter.

The work opportunities in Belleville attracted many
immigrants and for different aspects. According to Daniel
Eizar, the agrowth of Believille occurred at basically two
ditferent periods with one Ee]ying heavily on the diversity
ot work available.

EBelleville’s initial boam.lasted until 1860, aftfected

less by the technoingical developments of the land

frontier than by the overseas immigration of Germans
which was also part of the first fraontier

manifestation. The development of mining and craft
industries tied to the urban frontier, after 1880, led
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tc a small boom during that decade and steady growth

thereatter in a civil community nmever noted as a center

of frontier activity (Elzar, 78).

Belleville by the 1870°’s had many paved roads thereby
eliminating dust and mud of earlier days, and the Louisviile
% Nashville Railroad connected Belleville and O‘Fallon with
an eight-mile stretch of track. After the establishment of
the railroad network, coal mining became a major industry to
Belleville and in southern Il1linois. In 1875 three
Franciscan sisters from BGermany started Belleville’s first
hospitai. (Belleville News Lemocrat, %/14/8%)

By 1874, there were 12,000 residents of Belleville. It
had become quite an industrial society with a major portion
of its population consisting aof German immigrants who helped
establ ish newspaper presses, schools, and churches. By 1879
the city was supplied by power féom a steam—generating plant
operating through pipes below the ground. The advent of
steam and electricity greatly improved life in Belleville
for future generations. (Bellevillie News Democrat, 2/14/8%9)

The Belleville Diocese was formed in January of 1887
and most of the parishioners were mainty foreign-born and
nat very wealtthy. Times had been hard during the past few
years, due to crop failure and scarce jobs, but the people
aof Bellevillie were full of hope for the future. In 188%,
the Edwards Law enacted in I1linois requiring children

between seven and fourteen to attend public schools or pay a
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fine of %20 per child. Things were looking better for
future generations., (Belleville News Democrat, 9/14/89)

There was a strong family bond within the Mueller
tamily as with most other families who value German
traditions, and most of the children remained in Believille
or near by communities. Marriage within the community was
important, and 5t. Feter‘s Cathedral of EBelleville appeared
to be the unifying chwrch -— the only German Catholic church
in Belleville at that time where one could go to confession
in German.

By 1900, several of Paul Mueller’'s children had married
and remained in EBelleville. Most of the children became
laborers and their wives homemakers. John Mueller, 3% at
the time, had been married for six years and owned a home at
723 North Jefferson S5treet. He lived there with his wite,
Elizabeth, and three children: John, born February, 1895;
Elizabeth, born August, 18%6; and Faul, born July, 1898.

katherine Mueller, 259, had been married +ftor three years
to Gustave A. F. Schrader. They rented their house at 203
East E. Strest and had one son Herold B. W., born in
December of 1B98. Gustave was a clothing salesman at that
time;

The son, Faul, travelled with the circus after he
served in the army. When his career with the circus was

aver, he finally secured a room at the 0id Soldiers Home in
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hayton, Ohio. For a while he corresponded with the famity,
but as time went on contact was eventually lost.

Charles Mueller, 32 years old, had been married for
eleven years and was working as a molder in an iron miltt.
He owned a home at 713 North Jefferson Street which was sold
to him by his brother John with the agreement that Charles
would provide a home for their aging mother. Upon Faul ‘s
death on July 20, 1893, Elisabeth moved in with Charles and
his family until her death on April 1i, 1901. Before
Elisabeth died she prayed to hear from her long tost son
Faul Jjust one more time. Miraculously, Faul must have
either heard her plea or had some thoughts of logating his
famil? for he left Dhio and arrived in time to see his
mother and fulfill her dying wish. Charltes Mueller whom
£l isabeth was staying with at the time is my
great—grandfather.

As a chiid, Charles sometimes accompanied his father to
Red Bud, I1linois, on a horse—drawn bhreawery wagon,
indicating that Faul Mueller must have eventually gotten
into the brewery business. This hecame a means by which
Charlegs Mueller met Hermina Villiger, who worked at her
father’s saloon in Red Bud.

Hermina Villiger was the daughter of Nicholas and Anna
Villiger. Nicholas was born in May of 1837 and raised in
Bwitzerland somewhere near Canton Aargau, Switzerland -

possibly Luzerne. In Switzerland, he marrisd Anna who was
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born in February of 1847, and the two of them came to the
United S5tates in 1867. When they reached the United States,
they settied in Illinois, where they raised six children.
Between the years of 1880 and 18%20 they settled in Red Bud,
Itlinpis, where Nicholas became a driver of a brewery wagon
and an owner of a saloon. By the time she was thirteen
yvears old, hér mother was already deceased leaving her in
charge ot the family and helping her father. Hermina would
fry hundreds of hamburgers during the week and fish on
Fridays for her ftather, having to stand on a wooden box to
be comfortable.

In their courting years, Charles would hire a horse and
buasy to ast to Red Bud from Belleville. It would take him
four to four and a half hours one way. Once married on
February 14, 188%, the couple resided in Belleville on two
rectgngular ltots sold to them for F200.00 by John tueller.
Charles took up the occupation of molder for twenty-eight
years at the Oaktand Foundry Company after which he took up
the occupation of "shaker-out". Twelve children were born
to Charles and Hermina, three of whom died in infancy. They
were: Nicholas C., born June 20, 188%9; Josephine L., born
November 8, 1890, died Aprilt 17, 1892; Elizabeth M., born
April 8, 18923 Edwin J., born ctober 8, 18933 Charles A.,
born July 30, 18%463; John G., born December 24, 1897, died
January 11, 1898; Matilda H., born November 10, 18%8;

Hermina J., born August 1, 17043 Catherine M., born February
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AE, 1906, died February 12, 19046; Bertha E., born July 26,
12073 Edna C., born August 30, léiO; and Frieda M., born
Juty 1, 1912, Most of the surviving children remained at
home for a long time, The two lots that Charles Mueiler
owned were divided such that the one lot contained the

Mueller family home, consisting of four small rooms to which

was added a small kitchen. It was in this home that the
entire tamily of twelve were born. The remaining lot was
divided between Charles and John. Charles and Hermina {found

it hard but not impossible to take care of the mortgage,
their growing family, and their ailing seﬁi1e mothear.

In the early years of this century, houses in
Bellevillie had a separate building, somewhat smaller than
the residential one, called a summer kitchen or wash-house
where the family’s lTaundry was done. The wash water was
heated in a cooper kettle even in the winter, and the
washing was done on a wash board. In the hot weather, the
meals were prepared in this building, as well as the canning
of fruits and végetables. A1l families had gardens and grew
fresh vegetables in the spring and summer thereby keeping
tfood on the table. The overabundance of fruit and
vegetables was canned or preserved for the winter months.
Often, there was also a smaller room which was a storage
space for coal used in the stoves. There were usually two
stoves in the home: one in the kitchen where the meals were

made, and the other in the livingroom or partor. On the
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property, there was also a small shed for an outhouse, as
well as two pumps —— one to catch and pump out rain water
used for washing and cleaning puwposes, and the othet+
connected to a deep well and used for drinking and cooking
purposes. John Mueller’s property had a portion of the
wash-house especially built for a large kettlie, with space
underneath for the hot coals. There were wash lines strung
and the wash dried here in bad weather. Three or four irons
could be heated near the open kettle. The fire heliped to
make the building comfortable to work in.

The family was very close and evervone gathered
together at Christmas and MNew Years, participating in all of
the old family traditions. Before electricity, the
Ehristmas tree was decorated with wak candles. On the feast
of Saint Nick, Saint Nicholas brought the children candy or
coal depending on whether they had been good or bad. Any
other gifts would be to the entire family, for everyone to
enjoy. One Christmas in particular, the family received a
victrola.

Most of the children attended grade school at 5t.
Lukes, where they were taught German up wntil World War I,
when it was no tonger allowed. Many anti-German sentiments
during world War I eliminated most outward expressions of
the German language and culture., The two younger Mueller
children were not tauaght German and do not recollect ever

having been told to deny a German ethnic background, but
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none the less the fear was there. According to John
Coggeshatll , most Alsace-Lorrainers in Belleville clearly
stated that they were not German and somg& even cheered the
fight against the Germans who had taken their homeland in
1871. (Coggeshall, 228)

s the family continued to grow during World War I,
they faced the hardship of watching all the boys ast called
to Join the service. Bertha recalls walking with her mother
to the Il1linois Central Railroad station when Nicholas was
going into the army. She remembers seeing the mothers of
the young men pushing their way up to the cars and the young
men literally draping themselves out the window to touch the
hand of their loved ones. PMrs. Charles Mueller was among
the women seeing their sons off to war and she held up the
youngest, Frieda, at age four for Nick to touch her hand .
Nicholas ended up serving in France and in Germany as a
member of the Hugo Barracks. Edwin was alsg dratted but
remained in San Antonio, Texas, where he served as a pitcher
o the army team travelling around the country raising money
for war bonds. Charles quit his Jjob, took his physical, and
was prepared to serve his country when the Armistice was
signed: Affer the war years were over, many of the Muelier
children got jobs in or around Belleville, married, and
stayed in the general vicinity.

Before the war, Nicholas was an apprentice carpenter

for a year, which meant that he received no pay at all.
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Once he was taken into the Carpenters’ Union, he got uwunion
wages. Upon returning from the war, his father contracted
him to build a new house at 719 North Jefferson, the
‘rectangul ar 1ot next to the old house. He was paid for
evary hour and Qas helped by Ed and Charlie who were not
paid. In 1920 or 1921 the new house was finished with a
livingroom, bedroom, diningroom, kitchen, and a bath
downstairs; two bedrooms (one for the girls and one for the
‘boys) with three closets upstairs. In the new house, gas
lights gave way to eiectric lights. There was running
water, sewer drainage, and the stoves in the old house were
replaced by one big furnace which heated the entire home -
the vyounger children had it a 1ot easier than the older
ones. About nine of the children actually lived in the new
house, because Niﬁ was married in 1921,

Elizabeth (Liz} completed the fifth grade and then was
expected to help out at home with all the little ones and
the household chores. She eventualtly got work in the
factories and continued to work so that the younger ones
would have better opportunities than she.

Edwin’s first Jjob was counting and separating nails,
and his next job was at the Star EBrewery. He then received
a Job at the OGakland Foundry and finally took the Civil
Service exam and got a job at the Fost Office. E£Edwin

eventually married in 1926.
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Charlie went to one day of high school and then was
offered a job at Seib Grocery in Belleville where he worked
all his life. Charles was married in 1927.

Matilda (Tillie} caapleted the sixth grade, then worked
at E1i1 Walker Shirt Factory and Meyer Fants Factory. Tillie
helped the ftamily out financially during World War I since
she and her father were the only ones working at that time.
From her experiences, Tilltie did not want the younger
children to have to work 1n & factorvy.

Hermina, Bertha, and Edna completed ten grades
including commercial studies, typing, book-keeping, and
sharthand at St. LLuke’s Cathedral School. The younger
children received more scheooling and therefore got into
higher—-status Jjobs than the older children, possibly due to
the older children helping the younger ones out financially.

Hermina entered Notre Dame Convent becoming Sister
vincent on August 30, 1924, at the age of 23, after working
without pay as a cashier for six months in a meat market,
and working at I1linois Fower Company. While at the
canvent, she was considered extramely valuable because of
her knowledge in business subjects and spent most of her
time teaching those subjects.

Bertha worked at Il1linois Fower Company, taking Sister
Vincent’s place for seven years, then for Feoria Life
Insurance Company for two years until they bhit bankrupcy

during the Depreséion. Her next Jjob was for Ir. C. L.
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Martin for six years until her wedding June 2Z2i, 1938 to
William J. Barbeau.

Edna worked at Retail Merchants Association for ten
yvears and then took Bertha’s place at Dr. C. L. Martin until
her wedding on August 24, 1948 to Bernard Bauer. 5he later
worked at the News Demcocrat from 1962 - 1973.

The last of the twelve children born to Charles and
Hermina, Frieda M. Mueller, is my grandmother. Frieda
Mueller was raised in Belleville and was the only Muelter
child to graduate from high school. She graduated fourth 1in
a class of 31 from Notre Dame Academy in Belleville and 1t
was three and one-half years before she could get a job due
to the Depression.

During the Depression, prices of items were up and
people were working Dniy two or three days a week. HMany
people even lost their Jobs. The only Muellers working were
the father and Tillie, and that was only two to three days &
week . The Depression hurt the economy of Belleville greatly
by causing near shut downs of the foundries and stove
factories. Both the Depression and Prohibifimn had their
effects on the brewery business causing even further Jjob
toss.

Eventually Frieda began working as a secretary for
Attorney Walter Ackerman in February of 1935 for %235 a
month. Later she worked for several other attorneys until

she met Joseph A. Meyer from Evansville, Il1linois, and the
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two were married on October &, 1742, at S5t. Luke’s Farish in
Belleville.

Joseph Meyer is the son of Albin J. Meyer and RBarbara
(WunderTich) Mever. Albin worked as a butcher at Wolff’'s
Grocery Store in Evansville for twenty-eight years and later
operated a neighborhood store and a hotel in town. Albin is
the son of Joseph Meyer who was born in Alsace-Lorraine,
France. Albin‘s father was one of many first settlers to
Evansville, I1lingis, and contributed greatly to its growth,
Many of the first pioneers to Evansville were from
Al sace-Lorraine, France, and they established qguite a
community along the Kaskaskia River.

Joseph had a rougher childhood than Frieda because at
the age of nine years he had to go to work for a local
farmer, Vic Wolf+, taking care of livestock. He was turned
down for the service because of an appendix operation and
adhesions, and continued to work for %75 a month.

When Joseph and Frieda Meyver were married, they chose
to reside in Evansville, Illinois, where Joseph worked at
the Evansville Feed and Supply making #100 a month, still
under the supervision of Vic Wolff. Eight children blessed
this marriage: John C. and James A., born November 23,
1243; Rita M., born March 10, 1945; Joéeph V.y born July 13,
1?2483 Mary F., born July 28, 12303 Paul A., born Jctober t1,
193235 Anthony C., born March 246, 193%; and Rose M., born

November 14, 19%7.



When the twins were young, Joe and Frieda began
dressing chickens, ducks, geese, and turkeys, and fried
chickens for picnics as well as for weddings and other
events to make extra money. Lifte was tougher on Frieda
during these {first years of marriage than when she lived at
home .

All the children attended school at 5t. Boniface
Cathol ic Grade School and enly the youngest two went to
kindergarten. It was not until this generation and the
generations following that children were able to go to
college.

The twins, Jim and .John, went to St. Henry’s

Freparatory college in Belleville for six years. Jim went
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on to spend one year at Godfrey, Iilinois, and several years

at FPass Christian, Mississippi. Later he attended Virginia
Tech where he earned a doctorate in Fublic School
Administration. Jim was ordained as a priest and stationed
in Brazil for a while. In Brazil he met Maria Constance
Montenegro and was granted permission to leave the ministry
so he could get married. Fresently, Jim and Connie live in
Virgina with their daughter Kathy.

John spent fouwr years in the U. 8. Navy and then four
years at Rolla, Missouri, where he obtained a Master’s in
Electronics. He met Shirley Salger from Red Bud, Iltinois,
and the two married. Fresently, they live in Bloomington,

I1linois, and have three children: Lisa, Lynn, and Loreen.
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Rita went to four years of high school at Ruma Convent
Frecious Blood High School in Ruma, Illinois, and then took
additional classes in St. Louis before finding work. She
would later meet Kenneth Schrader. A more thorough
description of Rita’s life will be continued below..

Joey spent two years in college at Lockport, Illinois
after four years at 5t. Menry’s Preparatory College and then
Joined the Air Force and went to Vietnam. Fresently Joey
lives in Joliet, Illinois.

Mary also went to Ruma for three years after which atl
of Ruma’s students were transferred to Gibauwlt High School
in Waterloo, Illtinois. Mary then met Gary Mulholland and
the two lived in Dayton, Ohio, where one daughtear was born,
Tonya. Mary and Gary got a divorce and Mary moved with
Tonva to Steeleville, Illinois. While in Steeleville, Mary
met and Tater married Dennis Mahan. After several years of
marriage, the two got a divorce, and Mary now lives in Red
Bud, Illinois. Tonya has Jjoined the service and is
stationed in Germany.

Faul? went to pubiic high school for four years at
Sparta High School in Sparta, Il1linois. He then married Fat
Shumway. The marriage ended in divorce and .Faul then met
and married Cheryl Everding. One child, Bradley, was born
to this couple. When this marriage did not work out, Faul

and Cheryl got a divorce and Faul later martied Geraldine



(Fleming) Zanders who had three children from a previous
marriage: Chris, Stephanie, and Jill.

Tony went to public high school for four years at
Sparta High School in Sparta, Illinois, also and then went
to work at Baldwin Feabody Coal Mine in Baldwin, Illinois.
Later he met and married JoAnn Leavitt and the two live in
Ellis Grove, Illinois.

Rose spent four years at Gibauwlt High School.and then
took several classes at Helleville Area College. She
finished her school work at the University of Illinois in
Champaigh, IM1Minois, in computer programing. Rose met Greg
Wright from Sparta, Illinois, and the two were married.
Rose and Greg now live in Buchanan, Michagan, where they
have two children, Michelle and David.

The third c¢hild born to this couple, Rita Marie Mever
is my mother. 8She married Kenneth F. Schrader from
Stegleville, I]Iinﬁis on August 26, 1967.

Fenneth is the only son of Elmer and Selma (Dierks)

Schirader who have an older daughter, Katherine Ruth, born
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July 8, 1938, and a younger daughter, Donna, born January &,

1948, The first relative of Elmer Schrader to immigrate to
the United States came over from Germany between 1830 and
1860. They settled in Randolph County near Chester,
INMMinois, and eventually made their way to Finckneyville,
ITNMinois, and finally Steeleville, I1linois (See Appendix D

for a brief Schrader geneology and history). Elmer is the
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son of Sigmond and Bertha (Gramenz) Schrader. Selma is the
daughter of August and Dora (Brueggeman) Dierks.

Kenneth was born in Steeleville on October 22, 1%41.
He attended Steeleville High School and served in the Air
Force as a military policeman before meeting Rita Mever.

After their marriage, Kenneth and Rita resided in
Chester, Illinois, for one year. Rita worked at the
Randolph County Court House in Chester, Illinois, and
Kenanath worked at W & C Motors in Chester, Illinois. After
the birth of their first child, they moved to Steeleville,
Illinois. Kenneth started work at Peabody Coal Mine in
Baldwin, Iilinois, and since then Rita and he have had six
chilidren including myself, Tina M., born February 17, 1948.
The other children are: Faul E., born May 18, 196%; Robert
0., born January 21, 1973; Ann M., born February 12, 1977;
Elizabeth A., born March 24, 1978; and Alisa M., born
February 9, 1990.

From the beginning of Faul Mueller’s immigration to
America, many of his actions characterize those of the
European immigrants participating in German-speaking
migration, and many are unigue. He sxperienced several
hardships similar to other immigrants such as crop failures
and economic ruin. He placed his familty’s growth and well
being above any love he may have had for his homeland, and
took a risk of starting a new life in America. Like many

European immigrants around the early 1860°‘s, he travelled on



a sailing vessel! to reach a port in America. Like many
Alsace-Ltorrainers, who were not of German nationality but
spoke German and associated greatly with the German way of
life, Faul Muellier and his family assimilated rapidly into
the society of Germans with whom they settled.

Immigrants from Alsace-Lorraine were zmall in number
but constituted a major portion of the French immigrants.
Faul Mueller having immigrated while Alsace-Lorraine was

still under French control would be included in that small
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portion of immigrants. His decision to immigrate during the

American Civil War is guite unusually and leads one to
believe that conditions in the 01ld Country must have been
unbearable. Travelling to New Orleans, a Confederate port,
was quite a risk, for even though New (Orileans was under
Confederate control when the Muellers left Alsace-Lorraine,
it quickly became Union controlled territory with Union
blockades making 1t nearly impossible for ships to dock.
Once the Muellers were in America, they followed the
path of many A]éace—Lnrrainers and settled in Pennsylvania

in a German or French community. Not completely satisfied

with conditions in Fennsylvania, the Muellers made their way

back Southwest where they settled in yet another community

with Alsace-lLorraine residents, Bellevilie, I1linois. While

in Belleville, the Muellers assimilated well into the German

traditions and life-styles. Faul Mueller‘s children mainly

worked as laborers and settled in the Belleville area. It
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was not until later generations that jobs would be more
econpmically stable. The Mueller children intermarried with
German residents from Bellevilye or its neighboring areés,
and raised familises that continued to carry on many German
traditions.

Several grandchildren of Faul Mueller attended private
schools for a few years, but only the last grandchild was
able to complete high school. The Muellers were not a rich
family, but they made ends meet and helped each other
through tough times. Similar to German tradition, the
Muellers were a close~knit family. As the grandchildren
married, they too settled near or around Belleviltle. It was
not until the next generation that the children considered
college and began to travel further {from home.

Faul Mueller’s great grandchiltdren experienced an
easier way of l1ite than their parents and grandparents. The
American economy had recovered from World War 1, the
Depression, and World War I1 by the time most of the
great—-grandchildren were boern. Living conditions were
better in the homes in which they grew up than in the homes
in which their parents were raised. Many of the great
grandchildren were able to go to college or at least take

additional classez other than high school. They were given

il

the opportunity to improve their lives. As the great
grandchildren of Paul Mueller married and began to start

their own lives, many drifted farther from "home". Their



47

children are attending colleges and obtaining careers that
were not even heard of in past generations. With alt the
advancements and changes that have occurred within the
family, they have continued to maintain a close, strong
retationship with one another. Even today, many German
traditions and customs are still being displayed.

At Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas time the family
continues to'gather together. At Easter, the German
tradition ot the Easter bunny hiding Easter eggs is still
carried out for the younger children. Christmas is still
celebrated with the idea that Santa Claus delivers the
gifts, and the Feast of 5t. Nick is still remembered by
filling stockings with coal if the c¢hild was bad, ar candy
if the child was good. Picnics and family outings, another
German tradition, are always enjoved, and family cookouts
are many in number.

German foods have not survived the generations with as
much success as Berman traditions, however, sauerkraut is
still eaten, occassionally German potato salad will be
served, and German desserts and cookies (such as German
chocolate cake and Schnickerdoodles) are always a favorite.
Also, the German language is no longer used or even known by
the members of the Mueller family alive today.

As agenerations pass, the families assimilate more and
more into the American way of ltife. The Mueller

establ ishment in the new world has resulted in increasing
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opportunities for future generations. Faul Mueller’s
original wish for his children and grandchildren to
experience a better way of life has been made possible by
his Jjourney acraoss the Atlantic. I have done what I could
to reveal some of the unknown behind Faul Mueller’s life and
my own for that matter, but a lot remains untold. One
immigrant ‘s passage to America and the life he establishes
in some ways 1s similar to another‘s, and in some ways it is
different. Today, America exists because of the
contributions from different nétiuna?ities, all united . . .

one nation, under God.
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MAP OF ALSACE-LORRAINE



-

('( Koo cre ) BALTl)EA e N alely T REL 1T uksn U' S-S\_R-

NORTH SEA LR o~ {
v \ et
'!I‘; l1\’:\|:{:|t nr m Jf/ D b “!) . ‘ \-
- Ve 1 anbnry 2 Ty Y l iy A — EE ~ ) \
-:,-—-‘-'\r‘ ) Mt ‘.\ Sehwurin QI R ! / T N :'_;;/ .
[ 3 H LAMLEINY A M R ey
i i & Brenien \ Ar{\‘l ’l' ] . 1 e N Y Q

.. raniduntilyp (
) k) k Iy \\o
.t » H o ."]ﬂ "“ B I "
.-5\ \l rovinto o Ber o) Peson

8 ')(J‘ MAN '\'5.' L e
' ‘ I} \"‘\()

il l
T ,“.!; \ _J |‘ . A & 5
‘*j -_3 I Hitnnovyy F’JN-: A Sl q . L-f'{

(
_[J'Jublull”““d"\~‘m |

N D I o
: X ff’(i? "

c,?- ..'0

\t o ™
] v L. ¢ Thuringian- .
f (I TEI ) ' |
-? Khine Vd‘ ‘\ Ilnlmlll.lll .\ ‘bjl.ul.(;s\ ('.( . L Pl
A Y A T B ] -
L. I YuvinGe o f v N \ \m

y:!‘rnpklurt

¥ G L IR\M AN Y

. ] Bohamia
LOSAY | . ° . H
.l’arlu :) \ . Palubenalu (‘-." l"""‘ . Moravin
KRN Bavaria |
Y, . suugan . CZECHOSLOVAKIA - /
\ * .f u‘l { J Nt .y.-..\— .
/ ‘U,;‘) Wiritarnbwm y I\ -;’,' .1 - )
FRANCIE, }:; AL G Cermany
: I l o ", . tannd | =" Boundaries of major Garman states, 1815
b Moukenburg-Steolitz A T } Munich -~ '
o HGhonzollurn ) [ "~ Gy | - N\ — =~ Boundariss of Prussia, 1815-1866
a3, Luunsnbuiry k ’ AUSTRIA f. sy Boundary of the Gernran Enipuse, 18711011
4 !.ipl-ﬂ N -r . Boundaiy of Gerrmany and Puland,
h, Wishlock o ) S 1820 L3y .
b u Anhall Lol /7 (' “?0 K:“' M'I"’"
e R

\
\ LUK, )
\‘RFI' uLmtcr'l'l/

L' bmlrg bLR\‘l ‘\\ﬁp

o Motz
-
' @.\'ln.\q [N
L [ 1\:»—'.\'-.“\_
'P
Naney tStlrt:!stu:n.n-p.)‘/ .
- YRH N 4
'»S’- v . v
2 S -
. ® ":;\. GD\ ?tl a
T *  te .- i - :‘\'
FRANUI St ') N | : |
pL ® Freibur f, .
=9-‘b. -H!\UT. | burg

A% L RHIN (
. Muihnuﬁa
Alsace and Lorraine R

Germanic-speniking J- ‘L Easel

7 SWITZERLAND
V4

nrans

g M, M
ek

e s imm— i e



" APPENDIX B -
PAUL MULLER'S BROTHERS & SISTERS

- ELISABETH GANGLOFF'S BROTHERS & SISTERS



WIZSYILLER; Maselle (825 inhaoitants, 1%&2 census) 14, Cemillo fGAILE
MGller ' . 23, rye Maurice Raval
. F. $7120 ROMBAS
~C AN

237 ventfse an VIII (=11 March 180C)

Ancré MULLER (san of Jean M., farmer and the late Anne Maris HEZLLINGER, cof
GUISING, canten cof Rohrbach), 22 years old (b=it ca1773)

marries o

Elisabeth ARNOLOY, 19 (daughter of Nicoclas A,, blacksmith and Marie Catherine
ULRICH, of Wiesviller

Witnesses: Jean Paxe, tanner, of Sarreguemines, 30, uncle of the bride (i.e.
married to ane of M.C:Ulrich's sisters)-Gearges Paxe, tanner, of Sarregue-
mines, 53, = Pierre Guiller, carabineer, 24 and Pierre Meyger, a former
rifleman, friends.

Children:

1. Nicolas: °20.6.1801, +22.3.1805
2. Elisabeth, °9.1.1204

3. Gertrude, °9.5.7806
L, André, °29.6,1E08 N.B.the death of N° 7 .could not be found
Q

2 gff?' u;9é7%gﬁgo In all the birth recards tre father
. Qg L] - . - LI = ’” Fy I .
7 Cotnerine, *17.10. 1815 1350 to be @ farmer (caltivetens,
8. Catherine, °8.6.1818 Yeeoer P )
9. Barbe, °15.7.1820 €eper.

10. Marie Catherine, °4.8.1824

11

. Nicalas, °11.6.1827

Ganclaoff -
22 Sept. 1814:
Nicolas GANGLOFF, farmer, 'baorn WOELFLING & June 1789; resid. Wiesviller
(son of Charles G., farmer and Elisabeth KOUHNY resid, Wiesviller)
marries
Cathzrine SCHOUSER, 18 years, 1 month, 27 days old (daugter of André S.,
innkaeger and Catherine AUER, res. Wiesviller)
Witnescses: Pierre Kauhn, blacksmith, 3%, brother-in-law of the groom
' "Antgine Arnaldy, 22, blacksmith, also brother-in-lauw
'Nicolas Weber, labocrer, 55, uncle of the bride on her mather's side
Georges Schreiner, laborer, 86, a friend '
. Pierre, °9.7.1815, +3.1.1816 * normal German spellirg : Kuhn

1
2. Gesrge, °18.10.1816

3. Geillaume, °17.5.1815, +21.5.1819
4, André, °13.3.10:23

5. E.isaneth, ° 19.9.1825 :}

r
Varizticns in spelling: SCHOUBER, SCHOUVRE, SCHUBER/ARNOLDY, ARNOLDE

(Babiarcy ok Jeguflons sl A get-AFET,)

24 fructidor anlV (=10 Sep%. 1796) _ '
tirth of Catherine SCHOUVER (André 5., innkeeper and merchant, and Catherine

AUER]

k; ¢ Nicolan, ©23.4.28

7. Maﬂdt!f.ih&,‘ H.4.30,+ 20.4.30

8. Marguerithe, ©13.6.34, ¥ 4% 7. 31
9 Charles I’l?.6.31‘+18.3.33
0. Marie, o 25.4¢ 4 :
h. Nitolag, K *10.10.36
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MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
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APPENDIX D
SCHRADER FAMILY HISTORY



JULIUS SCHRADER --

FRED SCHRADER (BROTHERS, BORN AND RAISED IN GERMANY)

CHRISTINA OFFERMAN

HENRIETTA (MRS. HENRY PICK)

ANNA (MRS. FRED LAMPE)

WILHEMINA "MINNIE®" (MRS. WILLIAM MOELLER}
CHRISTINE (MRS. HERMAN FASTNAU)

SOPHIE (MRS. CHARLES HERSCHBACH)

THEQDORE

FRED JR.

THEODORE MARRIED CAROLINE (MOELLER) SCHRADER
(sister to Minnie's husband)
SIGMUND
THEODORE
ALMA {(MRS. HENRY KOOPMAN)

' SIGMUND MARRIED BERTHA (GRAMENZ) SCHRADER

- LYDIA (MRS. JOHN CAUPERT)
ELEANCRE -
OLINDA
ELMER

ELMER MARRIED SELMA (DIERKS) SCHRADER
KATHRINE RUTH (MRS. NORLYN SCHNOEKER}
KENNETH
DONNA (MRS, KENNETH KOBER)

KENNETH MARRIED RITA (MEYER) SCHRADER
TINA
PAUL
ROBERT
ANN
ELIZABETH
ALISA



Julius Schrader came to the United States from Germany
between 1BS0 % 1B460. He married Lorthea Schultz and the two
settled in Welge, Illinois, where they raised a family of
fourteen, three of which died in infancy. Julius had a
brother, Fred, who also settled in Randolph County, but as
of yet a place or date has not been found. Fred married
Christina Offerman and they had seven children: Henrietta,
Aanna, Wilhemina (known as Minnie), Christine, Sophie,
Theodore, and Fred Jr.

Theodore married Caroline Mosller (a sister to Minnie‘s
husband) , and'they lived on a farm east of Finckneyville,
I1lMinois. They were the parents of three children:

Sigmond, Theodore, and Alma. Theodore and Caroline died at
an early'age and research by Lib Spurgeon in the Ferry

County Court House revealed the follaowing items of interest:

Frobate Box #3877, Ferry County

Theodore Schrader died at Pinckneyviltle, Perry
County, Illinois, the 29th day of July, 1B%2. He left
no widow surviving him, but the following minor
children: Sigmond, Theodore, and Alma. His personal
praoperty consisted of two horses, one two-horse wagon,
harness, household goods, and a cow and calf. No real
estate was listed, but had an undivided two—-thirds
interest in 120 acres of land in Randolph Couwnty valued
to F2,000.00 :

Theodore’'s wife must have died just a few days
before he did as there is a bill in the file from J. C.
MclDonald (must have been a funeral home director) as
tollows: 7/21/92 coffin & fluid at #28.00, ?2/30/92
coffin & fluid at #28.00. IDr. McCandless also turned
in a i1l for medicine, etc. "for Theodore Schrader and
his deceased wife'. Henry Fick of Finckneyville
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(husband of Henrietta Schrader—-—-Theodore’'s sister) was
administrator of the estate. He removed everything to
his place and the sale was held there. Copy aof the
sale bitl is in the +ile and mentions Fick as living |§
mile east of Finckneyville on the Dubfuoin road. After
the sale and all debts were paid, there was a balance
of £3%56.33 which amount was paid to Fritz Moeller
(maternal uncle) as guardian of the minor children.

It has been passed down to the children that Theodore
and Caroline would drive their wagons to buy supplies across
the Big Muddy during the winter when there was no ferry
system. The story has been told that their wagon broke
through the ice and they survived the incident only to catch
pneumonia.

Sigmond Schrader married Bertha Gramez and resided in
Steeleville, Il1linois. They had four children: Lydia Mr.
Johnny Caupert), Eleanore, 0linda, and Elmer. Theodore
married Lucretia Roche and they had one daughter, Gladys,
who resides in Chicago. Lucretia divorced Theodore and she
is presently living in Chicago. Theodore remarried a 1ady
from California and went there to live, where he died and is
buried. Alma married Henry Koopman of Chester and had two
sons, Arthur and Herbert.

Eimer Schrader married Selma Dierks and the two resided
in Steeleville where they raised three children. Their
first child, (Katherine) Ruth married Norlyn Schnoeker and
they have four children: Stacy (married and divorced with

three children: Michelle, Vanessa, Jared), Steven (married

with fouw children, Christine, Stephanie, Heather, and



Danielle), Karla (Mrs. Rgbert Smith has two children, Robert
and Larry 0.}, and Natalie (attending high school).
Fresently they all live in Evansville, Illinois.

Eimer and Selma’s second c¢hild, Kenneth, married Rita
Meyer and they live in Steeleville. They have six children:
Tina (attending Southern Illinois University School of
Medicine), Faul (working in Caltifornial), Robert (attending
high school), Ann (attending Jjunior high school), Elizabeth
(attending Juniar high school), and Alisa.

Elmer and Selma’s third child, Donna, married Kenneth
kKaber and they presently live in Collinsville, Il1linois,
where they raise four children: Jennifer (attending
Valpraiso University), Aaron (attending high school)}, Amanda
(attending Jjunior high school), and David {(attending grade

gsehool ) .
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