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“Science” of Eugenics?

Madonna Spann !

Dr. Thomas Thibeault
Honors 499



“Science” of Eugenics?

It has been said that too much money is spent on special education
students. More money should be spent on gifted students and not wasted on
Seeing Eye dogs and interpreters for the deaf in classrooms. What is fhe point in
educating the developmentally delayed? More money will just have to be spent
on sheltered workshops for them when they become adults. And what can they
contribute? In the animal kingdom, such specimens would not survive. Only the
strongest, fastest, and ablest would survive and reproduce. Humans should take
note of this!

Ah, but animals sometimes eat their young! These sentiments are not
new, but where in the world did they originate? A famous philosopher once said
that those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it. Are we
really to believe that the survival of the fittest in the animal kingdom is a desirable
model for humans? The less-than-perfect among us should be eliminated or at
least not allowed to reproduce? Where would the line be drawn between fit and
unfit—deaf or just hard-of-hearing; blind or just nearffar-sighted; Intelligence
Quotient 70 (not 69) and above? This line of reasoning has been used
extensively for centuries, and fitness has been defined and redefined by the
ruling class of the time.

The first English settlers brought their Elizabethan Poor Laws with them,
which were an early delineation between fit and unfit. The Poor Laws held that
some of the pobr were deserving while some were undeserving. Deserving poor

included widows, orphans, and the crippled. The deserving poor might find



shelter and food of sorts in return for' their hard {abor in poorhouses. The
undeserving poor were able-bodied men, or women with out-of-wedlock children.
These folks were viewed as morally deficient, lazy, and generally inferior
persons. Any offspring of undeserving poor were likely to be wretched persons
as well. They begged or they starved (Segal & Brzuzy 18.)

In 1859 British naturalist Charles Darwin published his Origin of Species,
in which he developed a theory of evolution based on “natural selection of
inherited variations that increase the individual’s ability to survive and reproduce”
(Webster, 353.) The wealthy and powerful in America believed that Darwin’s
"survival of the fittest” theory explained social and economic inequalities. The
privileged, more affluent families in society considered themselves more well-
bred than their less forlunaté counterparts. By the turn of the century, however,
the working class was gaining ground. Not only were they organizing, but alsd
their numbers were growing.

According to Allen E. Garland’s Social Origins of Eugenics (3), the age of

industrialization brought economic and social challenges that invited increased
government involvement—the philosophy of progressivism was born. Science
and scientific management were the darling of progressivists. University-trained
scientists revealed the new science of genetics that spawned the new science of
social engineering—eugenics.

Eugenicists showed cbvious bias from their very beginning. Since the
ruling class in the early 1900’s was white and from northern and western Europe,

naturally the best blood ran in those families. Their genes contributed to New



England’s reputation for conscientiousness and love of learning and culture (1.)
Conversely, the immigrants from southern and eastern Europe had less desirable
traits. If the Germans were “thrifty, intelligent, and honest,” unfortunately the
Italians had a “tendency to personal violence.” As progressivism revered
scientific management in business, eugenicists became the scientists with “a
special expertise in the solution of pérennial social problems. Whereas charity
and state welfare had treated only symptoms, eugenics promised to attack social
problems at their roots” (1 .)\\By linking undesirable traits with specific racial and
ethnic groups, eugenicists scored a significant impact on social policy with the
passage of restrictive immigration laws in the 1920':; '(3.) Science had, then, put
a respectable and rational stamp on racial and ethnic prejudice that would lead
the young nation into some of its most shameful and reprehensible acts.

Both foundations and individuals in America financed the popularization of
eugenics. J. H. Kellogg, of the breakfast cereal Kellogg, fo.unded the Race
Betterment Foundation in Battle Creek Michigan. The Foundation produced a
series of educational conferences in 1914, 1915, and 1928. As early as 1910,
the Eugenics Record Office was supported by endowments from Mrs. E. H.
Harriman under the supervision of Davenport and Laughlin. Mrs. Harriman and
her wealthy peers deplored class struggle, political radicalism, and noisy labor
unions. They correctly associated this distasteful social rabble with immigrants

from southern Europe. The eugenicists produced “scientific evidence” that the

problem was genetic and therefore a threat to good breeding in America. The



solution, of course, was selective immigration restriction and sometimes
sterilization.

In 1914 Harry Laughlin of the Eugenics Record office published a “Model
Eugenical Sterilization Law” that proposed to authorize sterilization of the
‘socially inadequate'—people supported in institutions or ‘maintained wholly or in
part by publié expense’,” according to Paul Lombardo in his essay Eugenic

Sterilization Laws (1.) The law included the “feebleminded, insane, criminalistic,

epileptic, inebriate, diseased, blind, deaf; deformed; and dependent"—including
“orphans, ne'er-do-wells, tramps, the homeless and paupers.” But by this time,
12 states had already enacted sterilization laws. Lombardo states that by 1924
about 3,000 people had been involuntarily sterilized in America, 2,500 in
California alone (2.) That same year Virginia passed a Eugenical Sterilization
Act inspired by Laughlin’s Model Law. The purpose of this law was to lower the
number of souls that were housed in the public facilities and thereby decrease
the burden on taxpayers. Since those in power believed that feeblemindedness,
epilepsy, and criminal tendencies are hereditary, they reasoned that enforced
sterilization would reduce these undesirable traits in the general population.
They tended to emphasize physical and mental challenges in the populace as a
menace to society. A parallel can be drawn to legislators today who strive, at
their constituent’s behest, to balance budgets and lower taxes by reducing funds
to human service programs that help those in need. Eugenicists used the cover

of science to blame the victims for their own problems (Allen, Social, 5)..



The first victim of Virginia's law was Carrie Buck, a 17-year-old girl from
Charlottesville. Carrie had an illegitimate child, and her mother resided at the
Virginia Colony for the Epileptic and the Feebleminded. At her trial, witnesses
gave evidence of Carrie’s inherited “defects” and those of Emma, her mother.
Colony Superintendent Dr. Albert Priddy stated in court that Emma Buck had “a
record of immorality, prostitution, untruthfulness and syphilis.” Dr. Priddy further
testified, “These people belong to thé shiftless, ignorant, and worthless class of
anti-social whites of the South” (Lombardo, 4.) Another person was found to
testify that Carrie’s own child was “not quite normal.”

The judge ruled that Carrie should be sterilized to prevent other
“defective” births. This decision was appealed to United States Supreme Court
Justice Oliver Wendeli Holmes, Jr., who himself studied eugenics. Lombardo
quotes Justice Holmes’ now infamous words:

It is better for the world, if instead of waiting to execute degenerate

offspring for crime or to let them starve for their imbecility, society can

prevent those who are manifestly unfit from continuing their kind...

Three generations of imbeciles are enough (5.)

These. cold, arrogant words and the supercilious social attitudes that
produced them resonate with the same self-righteous tone that spurred early
colonists to rebellion from England. This very sentiment motivated civil rights
activists from the 1960’s to the present to extra vigilance in protecting the
inherent rights of individuals—including the right to reproduce.

Buck vs. Bell established a precedent for the sterilization of nearly 8,300

Virginians. In 1933, using Laughlin’s Model Law, the Nazi government of

Germany enacted legislation that was responsible for the sterilization of more



than 350,000 people. Harry Laughlin published a translation of the German Law
for the Prevention of Defective Progeny in the Eugenical News. In 1936 the
University of Heidelberg awarded Laughlin an honorary degree for his
contribution to “the science of racial cleansing.” 7

People in American institutions for the mentally ill and mentaliy retarded
continued to be inflicted with involuntary sterilization through the 1970’s. Atone
time or another, 33 states had statutes under which more than 60,000 beople
endured the forced procedure. The Buck vs. Bell precedent allowing sterilization
of the so-called “feebleminded” has never been overruled.

Eugenics lent credibility to already existing restrictions on interracial

marriage. Lombardo's essay on Eugenic Laws Against Race Mixing relates that

the new “science” enumerated the supposed biological danger of mixing the
races. Eugenicists such as the influential writer Madison Grant orated that racial
mixing was a “social and racial crime.” He said racial intermarriage would lead to

“racial suicide” and the inevitable end of white civilization. Grant wrote a popular

S
book The Passing of the Great Race (1916) which stated, “The cross between a %‘\u o R
\1 .
'L
white man and an Indian is an Indian; the cross between a white man and a ‘eli“‘.g)‘“ y Tc_a\a-\"““
VD
Negro is a Negro...When it becomes thoroughly understood that the children of - &;ﬂ @-“"

mixed marriages between contrasted races beldng to the lower type, the
importance of transmitting in unimpaired purity the blood inheritance of ages will
be appreciated at its full value” (2). This kind of fear is very much alive today. [t

is interesting to note that today in America children of mixed races are legally



given the race of their fathers. The distinction of “lower racial types” or *higher
racial types”, like beauty, lies in the eye of the beholder.

-Grant was not alone in his dire warnings to the nation. The Eugenics
Record Office, lead by Charles Davenport and Harry Laughlin, also issued
proclamations on the perils of race mixing. Davenport particularly, in his role as
director of three institutions located at Cold Spring Harbor (Eugenics Record
Office, The Biclogical Laboratory, and the Carnegie Institute of Washington's
Station for Experimental Evolution) was influential in promoting the theory of
eugenics. Twenty-éight states had declared marriages between Negroes and
whites invalid by the year 1915.

White supremacist Earnest Cox wrote White America, another book that
foretold grim consequences for the white race if mixed with other races. John
Powell, pianist and composer, founded the Anglo-Saxon Clubs of America,
forerunner of the Ku Klux Klan and dedicated to the ideal that the white race is
the superior race and should not be tainted with other, lesser ones. Walter
Plecker used his position at the Bureau of Vital Statistics of the Virginia Board of
Health to distribute pamphlets and propaganda on the “public health issue” of
racial interbreeding to engaged couples. These three men consuited with
Laughlin and Grant to enact legislation leading to Virginia's Racial Integrity Act of
1924. As law, the Act required racial registration certificates and strict definitions
of the qualifications to be classified as “white.” It included a “scientific” race
assessment and declared:

It shall hereafter be unlawful for any white person in this State to marry
any save a white person, or a person with no other admixture of blood



other than white and American Indian...the term “white person” shall

apply only to such person as has no trace whatever of any blood other

than Caucasian; but persons who have one-sixteenth or less of the blood

of the American Indian and have no other non-Caucasic blood shall be

deemed to be white persons... (5.)

Alabama and Georgia eventually copied the Virginia law. The US Su.preme
Court unanimously overturned the Récial Integrity Act and its ilkk in 1967,

The government of Nazi Germany also adopted similar laws banning inter-
ethnic marriages. The Nazis passed a "eugenics” law in 1933 called the “Law for
the Prevention of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring.” It was the first and only time
in history that a government actively pursued a eugenics program, and they used
it for eight years. The results were the death of over six million people—Jews,
handicapped persons, and those who did not agree with' the Nazis. The world
called the experiment The Holocaust (WAY, 2.) "0\":’\":‘:‘\ ’{:uz::"‘mf:c:j ::u ?j:;:‘&i?

The horror of the Holocaust did not end the concept of white supremacy in
America. White supremacists haveWweb pages that are accessible on the
Internet. The language has toned down, perhaps. White supremacists no longer
cite the public health issues of interracial marriageé, but rather promote the
concept of love of one’s own race. If one loves one’s own race, one is entitled to
defend and protect it in America, is one not?

The “science” of eugenics was prevalent in all layers of American
education and culture during the ‘20’s and ‘30’s. Secondary school an.d college
textbooks included chapters on eugenics. Entire courses on eugenics were

offered in such prestigious universities as Harvard, Columbia, Cornell, and

Brown. E. L. Thorndyke and Leta Hollingworth instructed generations of future



classroom teachers on the glory of eugenics. Students were taught eugenic
policies of immigration restriction, sterilization, and racial segregatioh (negative
eugenics.) The American Eugenic Society sponsored essay contests and other
competitions encouraging young people to espouse these skewed policies. The
Society bestowed awards to the pastors who preached sermons echoing their
racist and twisted exclusionary platitudes. The Eugenical News brought together
scientific and philanthropic leaders to popularize their views.

The American Breeders Association (ABA) reinforced the
philosophy of the Eugenics Society. The ABA formed a committee to investigate
the presumed hereditary differences be@een human races, and promoted the
idea of breeding superior stock (positive eugenics) and discouraged the cross
breeding with “inferior types”. The American Breeders Association emphasized
the need for recording and con-trolling human heredity. Some parents today still
teach their children--you never see a cardinal crossing with a blue jay. Nature
teaches that Whites should never marry Blacks. Take a lesson from nature. The
lesson presumes, of course, that human races are also different species.

Jan Witkowski, who is a scientist at the present-day Cold Springs

Harbor Laboratory, in his paper Traits Studied by Eugenicists relates how

researchers gathered flawed data or misinterpreted the conclusions of such data
to support the popularization of eugenics in America. For example, shiftlessness
was believed to be one of the inherited traits that contributed to pauperism, the
tendency to be poor. Eugenicists reported that two shiftless parents produced

virtually shiftless children; the marriage of a shiftiess and an industrious person



produced about 10 percent shiftless offspring (5). Eugenicists also assumed that
there were inherited tendencies to alcoholism, sexual immorality, and
feeblemindedness that contributed to “criminality.”

Davenport and his contemporaries failed to recognize that not all familial
traits aré biologically inherited, and even traits that are inherited can have
complex causes. “This, coupled with an evangelical commitment to create a
society molded in their own image, led the eugenicists to make simplistic and
unsupportable claims about human heredity” (7).

Independent analysis of eugenics research was underway during the mid
1930’s. The American Neurological Association reported, “The definitional
problem invalidates the earlier work which comes from Davenport, Rosanoff and
the American Eugenics School located at Cold Spring Harbor” (Allen, Flaws, 8).
An external visiting committee assembled by the Carnegie Institution of

Washington elaborated, “Some traits such as ‘personality’ or ‘character’ lack “

e [

~ precise definition or quantitative methods of measurement; some traits such as

‘sense of humor,’ ‘self respect,’ loyalty’ or ‘holding a grudge’ could seldom be
known outside an individual's close friends and associates...Even more objective
characteristics, such as hair form or eye color, become relatively worthless items
of data when recorded by an untrained observer” (Allen, Flaws, 9). |

The Carnegie Institution withdrew its funding and permanently closed
down the Eugenics Recording Office in December 1939. |

Steve Selden, in his essay The Popularization of Eugenics, concludes,

“While eugenics was indeed popular, it was poor science and it was rejected on



scientific grounds. However, the hereditarian social attitudes that supported
popular eugenics remain in the public consciousness to this day.“From news
stories about ‘novelty-seeking’ genes, to supposedly academic tomes on
intellectual ‘bell curves,’ to ‘reawakened’ racist interpretations of American
history, the social seeds for resurgent eugenics are still alive. If we are not to
repeat the errors of the past, we will need to examine modern eugenic visions
with intellectual rigor” (7).

America is a nation that is still developing and growing. Sterilization laws,
marriage laws, restrictive immigration laws and all other attempts to maintain
control, power, and racial supremacy must have made sense to those in that time
and context. The nation’s history, indeed the world's history, is a most valuable
textbook or tool with which to forge the future. One clear lesson emerges for
modern citizens: in our shared humanity, diversity is strength. America is the
world’s*melting pot. Constant vigilance must be maintained to protect the rights
of all—the gifted, the fit, the challenged, the poor, the rich, the racially unigue—

lest the whole lesson have to be learned all over again to the detriment of all.
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Special Online issue

Why Did the Germans Kill People?

What the Mazis Believed

The Nazis believed that some people are better than other
people. They believed that the best people were "Aryan"
Germans; they believed that other people should serve, be
killed or made slaves.

Scientists say that the Nazi belief about "Aryan" Germans was
not correct. Scientists say: The Aryans were a group of people
who settled in India and Iran, not in Germany; It can't be proved
that any nation, group, or race of people is "better" than any
other nation, group, or race of people.

But the Nazis-believing some Germans were part of the Aryan
race-wanted to improve the race by breeding. Through
breeding, the children of each generation of Aryans would get
better.

When humans are bred to improve the species, it is called
"eugenics." Eugenics means breeding "good parts" into
humans and "bad parts" out of humans. The "good parts” and
"bad parts" of humans have been defined differently by
different people at different times.

History

The first people to be interested in eugenics were the
Americans. In the late 1800's and early 1900's, many people
talked about it. They talked about keeping people with too
many "bad parts” from having children.

In the early 1900's, some people considered deafness a "bad
part" of deaf people.

Alexander Graham Bell said that deaf girls and boys should go
to separate schools and play in separate groups so that they
would not marry each other and become parents together;

http://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/WorldAround Y ou/holocaust/why.html 7/28/2004
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Why did the Germans Kill People-- from WAY's Online Special on the Holocaust

Edward Miner Gallaudet said that deaf people should be able
to marry each other, but he urged them not to have children.

in 1907, Indiana passed a law to sterilize criminals, idiots, and
rapists. Later, Harry Laughlin, a U.S. government worker, wrote
that everyone should be sterilized who was stupid, insane,
criminal, epileptic, drunk, diseased, blind, or deaf.

The U.S. government never used Laughlin's plan. But the
Germans did. The Nazis used it as a model for their own
"eugenics” program. They called it the "Law for the Prevention
of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring."

The Nazis passed the "eugenics” law in 1933. It was the first
and only time in history that a government tried to put a plan for
eugenics to work.

The Nazis carried out their plan for eight years. The results
were the death of over six million people-Jewish people,
handicapped people, and people who did not agree with the
Nazis.

The world called the experiment "The Holocaust.”
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General comments may be sent to: Cathryn. Camoli@gallaudet.edu

Last modified February 3, 1998
Copynight © 1998, All Rights Reserved
Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center

7 Gallaudet University
800 Florida Ave. NE
NI Washington, DC 20002-3695

— Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center —

http://clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/World AroundYou/holocaust/why. html

Page 2 of 2

7/28/2004



Essay 1: Social Origins Page 1 of 1

B

G

'Gj . P, Uasingon Uershty

i
.f\

E.v

— P

Whe ey peop fst €am aboCupels, ey wonde
oy ileligen penple, ncuding ighty educaled scenist,
Coud e edved s mary seemingybizaneideas. Ko
(o anyoneaccei e simplic noin h cmple
Purman befavirs ave determined by sngle enes or [l
mental e depnaed mre han vegouths ol al
- Rugian s Pulh mmirant o he 15 Fblinde?
To understand vy ewgenics ganed such a followng n
e i hice decadesof he 20" centy, e s 0
efamine e econavic $afd and e orlet i
Which | fourished. Scence or what s claimed to be
giehe, 5 product o cubtie - ke ay ot i
actvity, What seems in hindsihttobe naive o absurd
st Pave seemed reasonabie i own e, This s 2
especaly e when st leasare sedioewln.+—+—+ gy
S0ck! problems,

Moe miouse over mage o enarge,
Use ) mmbers b f images in e,

&@ Mm % llupne iz

http://www.eugenicsarchive.org/html/eugenics/essay _1.html 7/28/2004

PGt VELI




Essay 1: Social Origins Page 1 of 1
.® T

sw AT

G JE. len, Uesfinton Upersty

Avcan eugencs develgped i he wake o e o
economic and socil problems Followmg the (vl W The SN XS4
rapd gl of Amenican Industy, coupled wih e

Icieased mechanizaion of agicubr,ceated he f
majOr migraion awal from fams, and céls expanded
(st han adequate housig, Whalesale evplotationof
o creed it ohor unionenganizaions. Prce I gy s
Pucnlions bmkrplet mamy usiesses and perptaled s M " ’ ..:’? MHI

: - I3 n“ A ““’*‘."
gl Frurmd 'ﬂh,
SALMLAS,



Essayv i: Sociai Origins

fll:‘ll a1 dll!!! el I]! ll!illll.ﬂ'ill i irhufint
Tl ul 1 BRI W Iy L | (RTRTTITEATT

ecomomic an snral popins fllmg e il War e
rape grovih of Amecan indushy, coupled i the
Acieased mechaoato ofagiue, rcaed hefsd
major migraion vy from fams, and e expanded
faler han adequate housing Wholesale explotaton of
o eate it abon o cruinizitions. P
fucations barkrupled many busiesses and precipitted a
S ofdepsdons saring Iy 1873, and kg
ahoud vy decade Mrush e eany 1900, Thi uriber
e abor vt e siualom was made warse by an
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Essay 2: Scientific Origins Page 1 of 1

The eugenics movement arose tthe 200 cenluy a5 O Wigs g, .
of acommon phosophy o human worlh, Francs Galton (960) o
Who coined the term eygenics n 1883, percerved it as a moral
philosophy lo improve humanty by encouraging the ablestand IS,
heallhiest people to have more chidsen. The Gallonian idealof N8 ' .
eugenics i usualty temed posiive eugenics. Nezative eugenics, @
on the olher hand, advocated culing the least able from the
breeding paputation to preserve humanily's fness. The
eugenics moverterts It the United States, Getmany, and
Scandinavia favored the negaive approach (978).

The notion of septepating people considered uriftfo
reptoduce dates back 1o antiquiy. For example, the Old
Testament describes the Amalektes - a suppasedly depraved
proup that God condemned to death. Concems about
environmental ifivences that might damage heredlty - leading
to i health, eatly death, insanity, and defeciive offspring - were
formalized i the ealy 17005 as degerieracy thedry.
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Degeneracy theory mainlained a strong scientfc following e Uiy
unit ot n the 194 century. Masturbalion, hen called e
onanism,waspresented i medical schoosas the f
biological theory of the cause of degeneracy. Fear of
Qegeneracy Ihrough masturbation led Hany Cay Sharp, 4
prison physican in Jeffersonvile, Indiana, o camry au
vaseclomies on prisoners beginning in 1899, The advocacy
of Sharp and his medical colleagues, cuminaled in an
Indiana law mandating compulsory sterlization of
"degenerates.” Enacted in 1907, hic was the first eugelc
stetlization faw in the United States

By the mid-1th century most scientits belleved bad
environments caused depenetate heredy. Benedict Morels
work extended the causes of degeneracy 10 some lepttimate
apeits - Including polsoning by mercury, etpet, and alher
toxlc substances In the envirofiment. The soclologist Richard
Dupdale befieved that good envitonments could ransform
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degenerates into worlny ciizens within (e generations. Ths .
posilion was a backdrop to his very influential tudy on The
Jukes (1877), 2 degenerate famly of paupers and petty
criminals n Uister County, New York (386). The Ihertance of
 acquied femvivonmental) chatacters was chalienged n the
180s by August Weismann, whose theory of the germ plagm

RN b

it
=1

Rz 'é'.'.l'.."" .
o o
LETT A e
it e LT
Tuacniid] S
Tled

sama) had il or i effect on reproduciive issue (the germ
plastm). Af the beginning of the 20" certury, Weikmnn'
VieWs were aticorbed by deseneracy theorisk ho embraced
negaive eugenis as their favored model.

Adherents of the new field of geneties Were ambivalent
about eugenics. Mast basic seentidts - including Willam
Bateson In Great Britain, arid Thomas Hunt Moigan in fhe
United States = Shunned eugenlcs as vilgar and an
unpraductve field for reseach. However, Batesan's and
Morgan's cantrbutons fo baslc penetics (233) were quickly

— — Hove mouse over image to enlarge.
<PEE\ PAGE3 NIV ) oo
— Use 10 nusnbers o find fiages I asche.

http://www.eugenicsarchive.org/html/eugenics/essay 2.html 7/24/2004


http:tl''''I.;I.'',.�

Essay 2: Scientific Origins Page 1 of 1

Gl UTRRRU

e Hof oo, Sate piersty of fou York ot Stny rook

asorbed by eugenicists, who look interest in Mendellan s34
analysis of pedigrees of humans, lants, and animats. Many mmmg%w
eugenicss had some ypeof agiculural background Chares =™
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Davenportand Hamy Laughln, who fogelher ran the Bugenics -7~
[ . . s [ LML T Ty
Record Office were ntroduced hrough ther shared nlerestin v, e

-

chicken breeding, Both alsowereackve n EugenicsSecionof ~ W”__ s
Ihe American Beeder's Asociation (4BA)(534), Davenparts %f’s’;’fﬁgi}}}j;ﬂ
book, Eugenic: The Science o Humen mprovement irough Bette .= EZ&:%‘:’I:QI T
Breeding, had a disinct agyicuktural flavor, and his affiation e s S
With the ABA Was included under his name an the tle page. s
Agricufiural genetles also provided the favored model for .

negative eugenles: human populations, ke agrculiural m“m

breeds and varete, had o be culld ofthellast productive Eown b
member, wilh ool the el specimens used o .

breding (620)

Evolutiorary models of natural selection and dysgenl (bad) i

hereditary praciices in Socfety also contribuled to eugenlc
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Essay 2: Scientific Origins

theory. Forexample, tere was fear hat ighly nlefigent
people would have smaller famies (about 2 cidren),
While the allegedly degencrale elements of sociely were
having farger families of four to eighl children. Public
Welfare mighi also play a role in aflowing fess fil people o
survive and reproduce, urther upselting the natura
selecion of filer people (345),

Medicine also put ts stamp on eugenis. Physicans like
Anton Ochsner and Harry Shar were convinced that soctal
ffure was & medical problem. halian ciminologist and
physician Cesare Lomboso papularized the image of an
Innate criminl type that was though to be a teversion of
atavism of a bestiat ancestor of humanity. When medical
means falled to help the peychotl, the retarded, the
 pauper, and the vagrant,eugenlcits shified to preventive
Medicie. The Geimian physiclarlegistator Rudolph
Virchow, advocated programs o deal with disease
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' Hlof Crlson, Sate University o Yow York at Stony Brook

nrevention on a large scale. Virchow's public Reallh 5
movement was fused with eugenics to form he racia o

s A

Mygiene movementin Gemany - and Game lDAMera .+, "7, woee o

Ihough physicans he taned. R
nf-‘lﬂ'mz..‘i!

bugeniciss argued ol “Geectves” shoud beprevented v s

jom bedng tough asody nagpums orcompusoy ™
serfzafon. Most docorsprobaby et hal lerzaion was

a more humane way of deafing with people who could not

help themselves, Vasectomy and kabal lpation wete

favoted methods, because they did not alter the

piystolog cal and psychological contrlbution of the

tentoductive organs. Serffzation allowed the convicted

ctiminal or mental patientto paricipate I soclely,rather

than being Instfulionalized at public expense. Stevlzation

Was ot viewed as @ punishment because these doctors

befieved (emoneously thatthe socialfalue of "unfit o
people was due 1o an ineversibly depenerate germ plasm.
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Laws fvbidding mamage beween people o iferent i

faces were common in America from the Colonial period
Uhrough the middie of the 20® centry. By 1915, wenty:
¢ight states made maniages betiveen "Negroes and while
persons" ivald; s states inchuded this prohiition in ther
constlutions (676),

Inthe early 1900', the eugenics movement suppled a
new set of arguments o support exising resticions on
Inkervacial mariage. These arguments incorporated a
"sclenitfic” brand of acisk, emphaslzing the supposed
blological dangets of miing the races - also known as
tiiscepenation (364). Influenlal writers ke Madison Crand, 1003
2 leading eugenicict, warned that racial mixing was 3
sock! and tacal ctme." He sad that acceptance of tacial
Intermiatriage would lead Amterlca toward "racial suicide”
and the eventual disappearance of white civilzation.
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*  Essay 7: Marriage Laws

ol onbar

According to Grant, the mivture of "higher racial types,

stich as Nordic whiles, with olher "lower” races would

inevilaby resul inthe dectine ofthe higher race (1003),

In i immensely popular book The Passing o the Gret
Race {1916} Grant cautioned:

The cross beliveen a while man and an Indian i
an India; fhe cross between a white man and 2
Negro i a negra... When it becomes horoughly
understood that (he children of mived mariages
Detiveen contrasted races belong Lo the lower
type, Ine importance of transmiling in
mimpaireg purty(he biood inherilance of ages
Wil be appreciated a s ull value
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' Essay 7: Marriage Laws

.l lonbardo

Cran(s proclamations on the perils of race mixing
mirored wamings by Chartes Davenpart and Hany
Latghiin, leaders of the American eugenic bureaucracy
al the Eugenics Record Office. In tum, American
poliica leaders ike Vice President Cavin (oofidge
tepeated similar sentiments as scienfific facl Said
Coolidae: "Biological laws talus thal celain divergent
people wil not mix or blend

To prevent frther pollution of the countrys collectve
"geth-plas” and a subsequent coniamination of the
White race, eugenicsts argued for even fighter
resticions against ractal mixing. Thelr efforts focused
0n tew legal defiiens of who could qualfy to recefve
a matiiage cense as a “white” person.
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" Essay 7: Marriage Laws

adl [pmbardo. University of Virgina

Virgia's RacalIntegrity Ac of 1924 (436) stands out
among antmiscegenation laws tha can be traced to
eugenic advocacy. To fashion a suecessful legisfative
Slalegy, three local Virginia eugenicils - John Powell
Eamest Cox and Walter Plecker - consulled with
Madison Grant and Hany Laughin. Powel  celebrated
pianisl and composer, was (he founder of the Anglo-
Saxon Clubs of America, an eflst version of the Ku Klu
Klan dedicated to malntalning "Anglo-Savon ldeals and
Chilzation in Amerlca” Like The Passing of the Great
Race, Cox's book White Arterica emphasized whte
supremacy and the dangers of tacial miing, Plecker
was registrar at the Bureau of Vital Statictcs of the
Virginia Board of Healh. Hisideas on racia
Inetbreeing as the source of "publlc healih® problems
appeared in state-published pamphlets distibuted to af
Who planed {o maty,
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When The Racial Itegrity Act became aw, i included
provisions requiring racial regislration certificates and
sictdefintions of who would qualfy as members of he
while race. Il emphasized the "scentific’ basis of race
assessment, and the "dysgenic” dangers of vace mixing,
ts major provision declared:
It shall hereatter be niawiul for any white person
in s Stale to may any save a while person, ora
person wilh no other admidure of lood than
white and American Indian. ... e lem "while
person” shall appiy only Lo such person as has Ao
tace whatever of any bood ofher than Caucasian;
Dul persons who have onesivleenth or ess of lhe
biood of the American Indian and have no olher
non-Caucasic biood shall be deemed lo be while
PETSONS....
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" Essay 7: Marriage Laws

s interesting to nole al i least 16 members of the
Virginia General Assembly who claimed to be
destendants of Pocahontas objected ta the first draf of
(ne [aw they propased, because it efined as "non-hile”
anyone wilh 164 of American Indian ancesty (459)
Alabama and Georgia eventually capied the Virginia law.
(466} Within a decade, similarlaws prohibiting inlr
elhnic mamiages and atiempling o sort itzens by
percentage of Jewish "blood” were adopted by the
poveriment of Nazi Germany.

The 1958 case of Loving v. Commonwealth of Virginia
Inklated a challenge that would eventuall overturn the
[, That year, Mildred Jete a biack woman) and
Richard Loving f white man) were marted n the Diskict
of Columbia. After moving to Virgtnia, they were indicted
for violatng the Racil [teptiy Act They pleaded gulty
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" Essay 7: Marriage Laws

and were sentenced (o one year n jai The Iriafjudge
suspended their senlences on Ihe condition Lhat they
accept banishment from the slate and nol retum fogether
for 25 years. The judge's wrlten opinion declared:

Almighty God created the races hite, black,

Vellow, malay and ted, and he placed then on

Separate continents. And b fr the

Interference wih ths arangement here

Would be no cause for Such mamiages. The

factthat he separated the races shows that e

did not Intend for fhe races to mi.
The Virginia Supreme Courtupheld the tdge's decilon,
and the Lovings maved back to Washinglon, D.C. In 1963,
another attempt to overur thelt conviciong in Virginta
Was unsticeeséf. The Lovings finally appedled to the
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Uniled States Supreme Court, By wmanimous decison, i
1967 the Court struck down the Radil Integrty Act and
similar faws of fifeen olher sates, saying.
 [Mhetecan b no doubt that resictng he
freedom to may Solely because of racla
classficatlons violates the central meaning of
the Equal Profectlon Clause. .. Under our
Contiutlon, the freedom to mary, or no
matry, a person of another race resides with the
individual and cannat be infringed by the slate. %

Move mouse over image b enlarge.
Use 10 nunbers to find lnages n archive

PREV PAGE 8

http://’www.eugenicsarchive.org/html/eugenics/essay _7.html 7/24/2004



Essay 5: Research Flaws

A display organized n 1926 by the American

! ~—! G ﬂ”e UfaSD DQ

Eugenics Sociely showed a pedigree chant of guinea-
piz pelts, with the capton: "Human Mental, Moral
and Physical Traits Are Inheriled in the Same Manner

35 Coat Cofor in Guinea Pigs" (007, From our vantage

point i (he 21¥ century, it s easy (o ook back and
dismiss suuch claims as naive, Bul how naive were

ey inthe context of the period 1910+1935¢ To
ansiver tis question, we must ook at flaws I

eugenicct’reserch methods, especialy when they
attenipted to study human mental, behavioral, and

personalty tals
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1) Dificulty of defining trais, Trails such as eye
color,stature, and blnod group are easy fo define and
meastte. Eugenicsts, however, were most Interested
i e and behavioral rals - such as eplensy,
Ineligence, manic depresslon, feeblemindedness,
alconollsm, and aiminaly. Not only are such frai

highty complex, it hey are also subjectively defined.

This prablem was recognized early an by s
Icluding geneticét Thomas Hiunt Margan, Who Wrole
In 1932: "The maln difficulty s ane of definton..
Accurate work In heredity can only be oblalned When
the diagnos’s of the elements frail...& known.!

oo (arand . lln. Wasington
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2} Reification i (he tendency 1o beal complex brais
- egpecially behaviors - as i hey wete a single
ently, stemmiing from a single cause. For example, ]
eugenicls reated telence as f  were an ol
[nnate quality of the brain thal could be
represented by a single factor. Morgan commented.
Yt is commonly asumed that hete s e, and only
ane, crterion of inefigence = that we ave speaking
always of the same thing When We use the word..,
I realfty, our deas are very vague an the subject”
Later experts ecognited that there may be many
"Intefigences” = incuding mechanical, quantative,
vicualfspatial, verbal, and abghacl.
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Garla 4 E. Mlln. Wasfington University

3)Poor survey and statstcal methods. Seldom was a o ” o
cugeni reseaiche ale o pesonallyntenview ey omnone 8
membiers polng back mote than two or hree | -
generations i order to detetriine who showed the tait
under study. At the te, few doctors and hospitals kept
systematic medical records, s0 pedipree infotmation
ofter was obtaified by second-and reporting or even
hearsay. Hamry Laughlln, o the Eugenics Record Offce,
based many shudies olely on fnfotmation abtained from
Subjects own {¢elFreported) answers on ueshonsiales
Frhetmaore, Laughin's conclusions were typically T '
bated by the manner In Which he colleled data. For TR T
etampe, i i tsimony befor he congresiond AI¥ Y "“’;"’“‘;’“
commitee on immigration, Laughin precented data
showing thatthe propartion of southem/eastem - 3
 Furapeans n pricons and mental nghtutions was far
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Essay 5: Research Flaws

aveater than Iheir propartion i he general population
(1245). However, he "creatively" used satistcs fo falsely
exapaerate this ciaim. The insitutional data was collcted
in 1921, during the peak of southem/eastem European
immigration, and primarily rom the norheastern slales
Wwhere Ihese popufations were concenlraled. Howeve,
{he general population data was taken from the 1910

P

B oA

censts, when soulhem/easlem Ewropeans were amuch - el

simalle patt of the entire LS. population. Laughli's use
0fthese and other bogus statistcs provided the
"scientiflc” basts for he Johnson Immigration Restriction
Act(1924), which severely esticted newcomets from
Southerh and eastem Europe.
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A a5y
e JGarla . e, Uastington Uniersty

4)False quantifcation i the assumption that i you can
produce a humiercal vale lsuch a5 4 core on an intel-
Ingnce st then it miust be a valid measure. For example,
elgenicits arpued that I tests were accurate and cuffure:
fiee measures of native Inteligence - even though ey
(omaied questions thal wete obviolly dependent on
CUtural background and experience. Teks were given
dnde & wide vartety of condtons, oflen by poarly tralned
admrirators and Sometimes even i pantarmie When
the ubject spoke o English, According fo ane et of 1]
e ghven f mmigan by Hemy . Coddad, 834 of

et e e
T ErERans
TrreTsscRreTIAY

i

Jews, B0% of Hungarlans, 79% of aflans, B7% of Rusdlang
Were {245  'feebleminded." Afhough mos ofthee
retlls Were ater retracted, Coddard s fest had dire
conseduences o iminlgrants ho Were returned home
and for individials who were consigried to menta
Ingffubions, and sometlmes sterilized (1146).
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Essay 5: Research Flaws

1 GarlandE e, Uashington 4

%) Social and environmerdal influences, Eugenicils
Soupht genetlc exslanatlons of complex human iralsto
the virual exclugion of other explanations. However,
family pediprees are as much documents of sodal
Inneritance as they are of biologicalinherltance. [n
addtion to genes, familles members share cusioms, ife
Stytes, and health practices (nckuding diedthat can
grealy affect thie development of physical, Intelectia
and emotional frafk For evample, Chatles Davenport
explained neages of naval fficers Inferng of an
Inherited gene for thalassophil, o "love of the gea." He
negected the obvious explanalion thal Seafaing father
had a strong infuence on thelr song”career cholces (290).
At same e, labaratory geneticls Were beglnning
torecagnize that most physical and physlolngica rats
are fh product of nteracions between geries and the
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y 15 g QSRS i

Qarla d £ Mlen. Wasfington University

environment. or example, fru fies of the same "

. , w1
genotype showed diferent phenioypes when raised i MR
at sty different temperatures. Environmental inpul =
Was recognized as being even more influniial on the
developmen of behaviora, personally and menta bR

- =

§ rerrRiiirelesasy

Lk, .

By the mid-1930s, eugenics research came under ﬁh ‘
Increasing scruliny, and independenl analysi R s
revealed that most eugenlc data were useless. A | e
commitiee of the Amevican Neurological Assodiation
repotted that "[The deinitional problem| invaldates,
W beleve, the eatlier work which comes from
Daveniport Rosanoff and the American Eugenics
School withfs headquarters at Cold Spiing Harbor.

According to an external vishing comittee h 1)
assembled by the Carnegie Instutlon of Washinglon:

w.\u BHe 3
zl?% iﬂitmma

b
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44 T YR

Garlad . . Usfingon pversty

SR
R
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-

— A T — e
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"Some Urais such as ‘personality or ‘characier o .
lack precse definiion o quanttatve methods T e
of measurement; some lails such as ‘senseof '
huamor,”self respect, "oyalty or holding a
grudge’ could setdom be known putside an
individeals close filends and associales...bven
more objective characterisics, Such as hair
form o eye color, become refalively worlhiess
Hems of peneic data when recorded by an
Unttained obsever”
These crtiques, ameng other factors, prompted the
Camegie Insttution to withdraw it funding and
permanently close down the ERQ in Decemper, 1939,
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Essay 8: Sterilization Laws Page 1 of 1

ACEICHTERNERON LU

Paul lombardo. University of Virgnia

While some eugenicists privately supported practices such
a5 euthanasia or even genocide, legafly-mandated
sterfizaion was the most radical policy supported by the "
American eugenics movement. A number of American
ohysicans perfomed sterizations even before the surgery
was legally approved, (nough no refiable accounting of the
Dractie exits prior o passage of terfzalion faws. Indiana
enacted the firt aw allowing sterifization on eugenic
grounds 1 1907, with Connecticud following soon after.
Despite these eay statutes, serilzafion did ot galn
widespread popular approval undl the ate 19205 952),

Advocacy in favor of sterlzation was one of Hatty
Laughlln‘s frst maJor f10jects t the Eugenlts Recmd Offce

[ ‘Illlﬂ-lmm&l
LIS R

pmpused to authorize serllzation of the "socially
Inadequate” - people suppotted 1 insttutions or

Move iouse over image o enfge.
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) ICOTERZATON AU

iPaul lombardo. University of Virginia

l.:;,,s
\

"mainlained wholly or in part by public expense. The aty
encompassed the "eebleminded, insane, criminalistic
epileptic, mebriate, diseased, biind, deaf; deformed; and ]
dependent’ - including "orphans, ne'er-do-+wels ramps, the ]f,j P——
homeless and paupers.” By the time the Model Law was o
published in 1914, twelve stales had enacled sterization
Jaws {951),
By 1924, approximalely 3,000 peaple had been

* involntarly sevilized in America; the vast majorty (2.500)n
Calfotnia. That year Virpila passed a Eugenical Sterization
Act based on Laughiin's ModelLaw.  was adapted as par
0f & costsaving stratepy to reeve the fax burden n a state
whete publlc faciifes for the "nsane” and eebleminded”
had experienced rapid prowh. The law was also writen fo
protect physlcians who peformed sterlzing operations from
rhalptactce lawsus. Virgnia' aw asserted that "heredty
plays an important part n the transmission of insantly,

-n.wmm
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S vy

i, Pl onkai. Uty of Vg

idocy, imbeciity, epilepsy and crime...” i forused on
"defective persons’ whose reproduction represented "a
menace to society.

Carrie Buck, @ seventeerryear-old gil from Charfoltesvil,
Virginia,was picked as the firs person to be serfed Came -
1013 had o, b wasnot e, Hermolher Emma s

TR TR LN N rm\y
L frd Ay

alfeady 3 resident &t n asyium, the Virginia Colony for the 3 b
Epileptic and the Feableminded. Officias at the Virginia Colony i .,.-:gl."ﬁ"f
sald hat Carie and her mother shared the herediary tralsof | ;J‘"_ 4
"feeblemindedness” and sexual promiscuty. To those who KR!
beleved hat suchhat were peneticall bansmitied Canie it M%iSses &8 = ’-» .
the s descrption s a"probable otential arentof sodilly ¥+g:. 3 i3
nadequete ofrng” A legalhallenge wasamamgedon - A

Canles el et e consulonalvaldtyorthe oy, £z

At her . severa witheses fferedevidence ofCare' Al

Inherited "defects” and those of her mother Emma. Colony

Superintendent Dr. Albert riddy tesfied that Emma Buck had

f A.00e TRolse Cver Image to e'arge
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ACEHCSTERUZATON AU

k ;P W gnato. el of Vg

"arecord of immaraiity, prostlution, untruthfulness and
syphifs" i opinion of the Buck famify more generally was:
"These peaple belong to the shiffess, ignoranl, and worthless
class of anitsocial whites of the South.” Athough Harry
Laughiin never met Camie, he sent a writen deposiion
echoing Priddy's conclusions about Canie's "feebleming
edness” and "moral definquency.

Sociologist Arhur Estabrook (378),of the Eugenics Record
Offce, haveled to Virgnia to testify agafnst Care. He and a

Red Ctoss murse exantined Catrles baby Vivian and conduded
; T care YIRGINIA
thatshe was "below average" and "not quite nomial” RN o v

0n these comments, the judge concluded that Carte should be ™=+

Seriized to prevent the birth of ther "defective” chldren. ""'"“-l»“

The decslon was appealed to United States Supreme Court ""““‘“'w;

¥ e bbbt s ]
Ak

Justice Ofiver Wendell Holmes Jr, himsef a student of oo

eugenis, wioe e omalopon for e Comt in e casef =+ ]2;

3l

2l
SHIE OV 6 AD B,

i Gk, B

ihwm FTTL o

fﬁiﬂ!‘ldw

Porke ' X - Bl
» Gk T A M
RO 2 T s L iy
>lt«l‘llm i
Tﬂql__i.'i ol fad 3 Vj000 £ 18 E

Buck v, Bell (1927) (260). Hs opinion repeated the 'fack" i
e— — {ove thouse over image to enlage.
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Y TR L

‘ Paul lomardo. Upiversity of Virgin

Carrie's case, concluding thal a"deficient" mother, daughter,
and granddaughter justified the nized for dteiization. The
decision includes the now infamous words:

. . )

11 better for all the world, ifinstead of waiing to mm“ I

execute degenerate ofispring for cime orf0 et them TTa

statve for thelr imbedcliy, Society can prevent those who eyt e
ki T el

are maniestly unt ftom continuing thelr kind...Three 2 fancie
uw&u [Py

genetations of imbeces are enough.

Recent schoarship has shown that Camie Buck's dlerfization
Was based on a false "diagnosis” and her defense fawyer E N
conspived with(he lawyer for the Virginia Colony to guaranlee  sersmsateen

¢ Bapu mﬂnh

W ko 1 AL ERE DL |

that the sterzation law would be upheld in cour. Came's
legitmate child was not he resulf of promisculy, she had
been raped by a relative of er foster parents Schoof records o g
al50 prove that Vivian was nol "leebleminded.” Her 1* grade mm
eport card showed (at Vivian was  oid B sudenl, receved 1113
an"A" n department, and hiad been on the honor ol (1232),

Mave mouse over Image to nlage.
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;fwoﬁmqswuzmlow AUS

Jaul lombardo. University of Virginia

Neverlheless, Buck v. Bell suppfied a precedent for lhe eventua
sterization of approximiaiely 8,300 Virglnians. Bortowing from i
Laughli’s Model Law, the Getmaan Nazi government adopled a FLas

oo (1)
Iyeahf s Diunida

8w 1n 1033 that piovided the legal bads for slerizing morethan —  spnm g gien Tl

350,000 peaple. Laughin proudly publihed a tanslation of the h';mi ﬂﬂd:ﬂr

Cerman Laiv forthe revention of Defecive Progeny In TheEugenical s wuiatioms_ dhoun b

e imiend U ¥ e

News. In 1936, Laughl was awarded an henorary degtee from d ”Wﬁé@

. , b www

the Universty of Heldelberg & a rbute for his wark In “he sls AT,
d’ Un'(lilh. o A n:i.;

sclence of raclal cleaning” (1223, 1229). VS A T
The Secand Supreme Court case gererated by the eugenles &w'{ hhm

moveent e a 1935 Okafoma aw al pesces Vit )

involuntary sexualsterization for vepeal riminals, Jack Skinner maifm omm‘ﬁ[,

was cusen et e s contvonly e wasa et~ ad (et i

eon, gy oftelingchickens a ageninteen, and convied e |

Wicen e yers for amed obbery By e Gme i casewas Al

struck down by the U3, Supreme Court in 1942 some 13 stales

i s specfcally pemiting sterfzation of riminals,

Move mouse over imagefo enlarge.
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] Essay 8: Sterilization Laws Page 1 of 1
[l
| R
A R
t :‘“'l'- '3’:}’,"{
e Dl lombardo, University of Virginia
s, Pl lombardo, Upiersty of Vi
The opinion srking down he steifzation law n the case of
Skinner v, Oklahome {1942) was witten by Justice Wiliam 0. 1223
Douglas. He highiphted the nequfly of Oklahoma's law by st 11
noting thata heedime cichen hef could e irliegwhlea — “opuemn g g e
Ueedine enberzer codno Sid0ougls: Wehmenal o e
the fightect bacsfornferng tha .. the ieritabiltyof vl nmm‘{?‘;'m,.,
ciinl s lows et dinclons i hely " Ak
e \il”'tr;!;ﬂ-
has matked between those two offenses. s B T
, 1 ungh U, uxr.z
Depite the Skinner case, serilzation of peaple n Instuiions T Emsmra
for the mentally i and mentally retarded continued thiough &?Mmm
the mid-1970's. A one time or another, 33 dates had statutes “J‘r"‘ "1"
Under which more than 60000 Amerlcans endured nvoluntary Hnﬁﬂifm(mmﬁh
telatlon. The Bk . Rell precedent alloiwing etz of mﬂﬂ'stmw
the sor¢alled "feebleminded as never been overuled. L w'"ﬁ' /
_'.!J"
, Have mouse over inage b enlarge.
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. Essay 6: Eugenics Popularization Page 1 of 1

e s

<+ Steue Seldn. University of faryland

Eugenic ideoloy was deeply embedded in American
popular cubure during the 19205 and 1930s. For
example, on Safurday high, high schoof students
might go to the cinema to see "The Back Stork' - 2
fim that sipported eugenlc sterlization. In church on
Sunday, hey might isten fo @ semon selected for an
award by the American Eugenics Sodiety - leaming
(nat human improvement required marmiages of

sociey's "best” wilh the "best [T —
Ona fied tp to a state falr (14) whh thelr hyplene N
. i ‘?"“:,,:'m
Class, studens might sign up for a eugenic evaluation i 12
at & Fter Famlies Evhibt = hoping o wln & medal (31 :._*.'f?__f“ 7 ; o J"’f;.'.‘.:
claiming, "Yea | Have A Goodly Hertage." Back n *gh 5 iy °¢;;f )
school, these same students might apen fhei biology it “;}J
b}

tex{baoks to the chapler on ewgenics - which
tecommended the eugenic policies of immigration

testicion, terfization, and race segregation.

Move mouse over image o enfage
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- Essay 6: Eugenics Popularization ' Page 1 of |

Eugenics fraces s roots to Britain in the early 1880s,
when Sit rancis Galton coined the tet to mean “well
bom® (351). Galton thought that biologlcal inhetitance
of leadziship qualtes had deterimined the soclal latus
of Braln's uflg clagses. I his iew, nature was far
more important than nurtire in human development,
Early in he 20 century, eugenics had landed on
American shores. The American Breeders Association

{ABA) devoted tslf o invesfgating isues thal would £ —— 1

T R ke

have Interested Sit Francis Galton. With @ commitiee
focusing on the presumed hereditary diferences

i Ay e o .
ARk W e d b ey
Y hrem b buullﬂh?ﬂh':'!
: T

betiveen human races, the ABA popularized the themes T
uf Selcilve reeding of superiorstock, the biokagical T )

threat of"inferor types," and Ihe need forrecording

and controfing human herediy,
Finangial support for the popularization of eugernics

: : Mot icuse over imape b enfarge
PALY PAGE 2 Y , L e
= Uge 1D numbers ofind images in archive.
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. Essay 6: Eugenics Popularization

ame both from individuals and foundations in America, In
1906, lohn Harvey Kellogg created the Race Betterment
Foundation {n Battle Creek Michigan, which sponsored a
sefies of conferences af i sanatorlum in 1914, 1915, and
1928, Beginning in 1910, the Eugenies Record Ofice
propagandized eugenics wilh financial supportfrom M. .
H, Hamiman and the eadership of Charles Davenport and
Harry Laughtin (1225)

By 1918, 2 group of socialy prominent and influentia
e organized the Galton Society. Reflecting fis namesake's
Interests, the Socety was concetned wilh presumed human
racla dfferences and polces of diffevenal bieeding, Under
the direction of eugenldsts such as Davenport and raci
authors, Madisan Crant and Lothrop Stoddard, Ine Galton
Society broughttogether scienific and philanthropic leaders
{0 poputarze eugenics through a newsletler, the Eugenical

) — ,
(NE\' PAGE3 NEV.
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. Essay 6: Eugenics Popularization Page | of 1

s

Neis Eugenics was also popularized through a series of
Inetnational Congresses of Eugenics held in 1912, 1921, and
1932 {1058). Afer the second of these meetings, the
American Eugenics Saciety (AES} was formed. The AES
arganzed several commitees devoted fo popularting
eugenics; Cooperation with Clerzymen, Refigiows Sermon
Contests, Crime Prevention, Formal Educafion, and Selective
Immigyation, | |
The AES als organized Fitr Families Contesls (3)and R
eugenic exhloks a stae s at Iocalions as vared s S
Topeka Kansasand Spingfeld, Masachuses thoughout [T NE A
19208, Typlealof the fone of these exhiits the 1926
display n Phiadelphia (8) warmed that"some Amercans are 2
porm {0 be a burden on the rest” The display used flahing
ights lo emphasize the supposed dire consequences for
America's prosperity il (he reproduction of inerior persons
was not controled.

ove tmouse over imape fo enlaige
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i ELEIC PRI
|

Steue Selde. University of larylnd

Eugenics also had the supportof leaders in academia, 7

EL Thomdike and Leta Hollngworth popularized R 8
eugenics 1o generations of prospective classtoom | ] [1 M

teachers Usiny fiawed racil iterpretations of the ¥ n?;ﬂ Hd Lm [
ntelfgenc st dat afe the Fist Word War e for ,“.‘f,q,.f. o
psychomefricians Such as Carl Brigham and Robert Yerkes e EEERES

added 1o eugenics' unjustified uster in the public eye R
At the same time, the popular authors Henry H, '

Coddard and tdward A, Wiggam recommended pofces Cme S
0f controlled breeding for American cizens. Tiavellng wen |

R I AL &1 LI

act0¢s Hhe country with lantern-<lide presentations, they i TR
wamned of & g fide of feeblemindadness' (957) and i
demanded & ‘new decalogue of sclence” - 4 Madern ten
commandments based upon egenic princples.
— Move mouse over inage to enlarge
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G PR

:Steue Selden. Uniersity of Maryland

While eugenics was indeed popular i was poor scence -

and it was rejected on scierlfic prounds, However, e ] i3
hereditarlan soclal atiudes that supported popular | l: e
gugenics emain i Hie publcconsclouiness o i day ¥ nF—" Rl | thl\ 1C$

From news saries about "noveltyseeking” genes, fo m_, L !t Lt

supposediy academic lomes on ileflectual "bell curves, S

1o reawakened" racit inferprelations of American ;

history, the social seeds for resurgent eugenics are stl ' L eme

alve, e are not o epen he errs o e st we R Ry

Will e to examiine modern eugenic vislons with miin

elecual igo: T
0

({FRT o bove mouse cver imggelo e'nlarge.‘
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