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Giant City State Park in Makanda, lllinois containaffir created by passersby
and local residents. Many deem modern graffiti in parks @spreciative behavior.
However, the inscription created by Theodore Wilsoarfipson in 1862 along the Giant
City Nature Trail has implications for interpretive usepark staff. This is due to the
inscription being etched prior to the park’s establishraed Theodore’s pioneering
contributions to Makanda and Carbondale, lllinois. Tioges Theodore Thompson was
the focus of this study due to his inscription and thke ¢dgark research conducted on
his life history. In 1852, as a young boy, he moved tdvakanda vicinity with his family.
Theodore and his brother Albert carved their namsamastone during the Civil War, in
an area that would later become part of Giant CitjeSeark. After owning a large fruit
farm as an adult and increasing the size of the tovivtaddanda, Theodore moved to
Carbondale where he purchased 600 acres adjoining what wemalche Southern lllinois
University. Thompson Woods and Thompson Lake (Campus kede) established by
Theodore and were later added to the campus of Southeors IlUniversity. Through the
documentation and research of other names etched thraugegpark, it will be possible
for park staff to not only create interpretive medidoédp visitors better connect with the

resource, but also help preserve the history of thelsetore it became a park.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The State of lllinois began purchasing land in southdinoi$ in 1927 with the
vision of establishing a new park to be named Giant CateSRark. At its inception, the
park contained 1,100 acres and has since expanded to its giesaft4,000 acres.
Situated in Makanda, lllinois, on the border of Jackaae Union Counties, the park
provides visitors with a wealth of recreational opporiesitOn any given day, visitors
can be found hiking, nature-watching, horseback riding, hgnfishing, climbing or
partaking in the interpretive programs offered through thovisenter. These services
are utilized by 1.2 million users who visit the park eaghry(lllinois Department of
Natural Resources, 2009, para. 4).

The history of the park reveals that in the early pathe 1800s the first white
settlers immigrated to this portion of southern lllindieese early pioneers came mostly
from the nearby southern states of Tennessee and Kgniuuk early settlers, as well as
those who would move to the area much later, utilizedritd climate and excellent
soils for growing fruit trees. Around the time of theiCWar, the rocky outcrops and
rock shelters within the park were being used by both Cordedland Union soldiers as
places of refuge. It was along these bluffs that indiuglaarved their names in the soft
sandstone. Today, the Giant City Nature Trail in G@ity State Park is host to many of
these historic inscriptions (lllinois Department of iWall Resources, 2009, para. 4).

The location of early inscriptions contained within Gi@ity State Park is not
exclusive to a single rock face on the Giant CityudafT rail; various names and dates

can be found etched on random rocks and along steep hiudtsyhout the park.



However, the Giant City Nature Trail was the locatedhosen for this study due to it
containing the inscriptionsf pioneer brothers Theodore W. and Albert S. ThompS&on
February 22, 1862, Theodore and Albert engraved their namesrihgkandstone wall,
much like those who had carved before. Their inscriptéawadocated in what is now
known as the Giant City Streets portion of the G@ity Nature Trail. The earliest
inscription containing a date along the Giant City Strasta appears on the same
surface as Theodore and Albert’s inscription and is dated 1840.

There are several different terms associated witly pepneer names carved in
various types of rock. Some western states referesetBuro-American names and
drawings as cowboy glyphs, whereas other geographic i@feato them as simply
glyphs. Additional terms have also been widely used scril@ng this occurrence. The
most commonly used terms are inscriptions, etchings, caraing engravings. However,
some would call the names engraved throughout GiantSTatte Park, graffiti. This term
has been the most frequently used lexis to describesneaneed in stone. Graffito, the
singular form of graffiti, simply means “an inscription drawing made on some public
surface (as a rock or wall)” (Graffito, 2009, para. 1l)isRer (1971) adds to this
definition when he stated:

Man is a natural communicator. A thought occurs to somesaddenly, or

something is experienced during the day, and there is a tsiopto express it,

if not to another person, then to whatever is clod@atl: paper, wall, rock, tree,
door. Graffiti, then, are little insights, little peepés into the minds of

individuals who are spokesmen not only for themselvesdowthers like them.

(p.1)



Thoreau (1904) did not feel the same about leaving a mar& ofalone and wrote:
Nations are possessed with an insane ambition to perpéteateemory of
themselves by the amount of hammered stone they lé&wat. if equal pains
were taken to smooth and polish their manners? One pigmeod sense would
be more memorable than a monument as high as the. inoea better to see
stones in place. (p.65)

This second view concurs more with modern thought and jdidigs concerning visitor

graffiti. Nevertheless, no matter which feeling one teggmrding inscriptions or stone

monuments, Albert and Theodore have provided a chancentedtack at their life
history by adding their inscriptions to a sandstone wallrtba lies within the park.
Views differ on the significance of graffiti, espdtyavhen it comes to the notion
that not all graffito is created equal. By today’s stadslaan individual's graffito is often
deemed a form of vandalism that only serves to deface papknyoVisitors to Giant

City State Park in recent history have tended to use/gmint, keys or permanent

marker to place their inscriptions over those of eadyeers. Worrell (2009), in writing

about the importance of arborglypys, which consishedriptions carved in trees,
differentiates between the earlier and contemporgphg. He stated that, “arborglyphs—
historic and modern—are an expression of man’s reldtipms the environment.

Contemporary glyphs reflect a discomfort with long perimdsature. Such carvings are

typically poorly planned, quickly rendered, and brutally legckito the tree” (Worrell,

p.19). Worrell expounds upon his initial view of new carvingsdwyntering with his

ideas concerning older engravings stating, “. . . carveo&lafften worked their entire

lives outdoors, maintained a familiarity with natural miaie, and exhibited great skill



with knives and other tools, and therefore, such carvarspt carefully, labored
patiently, and used proper form” (p. 19). This is true of iaskriptions at Giant City
State Park; older carvings appear to be etched more pyesmgkornately (see Figure
1.1), whereas carvings that were created in modern tieaes ®© have been quickly

scratched or written onto the rock surface with litdee or accuracy (see Figure 1.2).

Figure 1.1 Image of historic, carefully etched graffiti containihg hame J. L. Parker on
the rock face containing Theodore Thompson'’s inscriptionatt@ity State Park.

Figure 1.2.Image of modern, hastily etched graffiti on the rock femetaining Theodore
Thompson'’s inscription in Giant City State Park.



The perceived beliefs of the carvers, the techniquesaditiz create inscriptions,
and the period in which inscriptions were created, begguéstion, Why are graffiti
from the 1800s seen as historical and modern graffiti ggeandalism? Ideologies have
changed; today people have internet blogs and online gagh@eces in which they can
create modern graffiti by leaving short messages for otbeesad. Graffito is often
deemed historically important to park interpreters whenatdates the 1900s. This is
generally due to its fragile nature and the insighggvié.s concerning the cultural and
social history of the United States. It is, therefeverth documenting for future
interpretive programs and research. Schlom (2003) adds tdehisvihen she stated:

The distinction lies in the reason National Parksenestablished and what the

majority of park visitors travel many miles to see. Radk cowboy inscriptions,

and the names of Colorado River explorers have archeal@gnificance or
historic value. These markings help visitors feel coretetd the people of the
past and provide fascinating clues into the lifestylesiesaand beliefs of those

who lived here long ago. (p.2)

Peden (2001) would agree with Schlom on the idea of lookingcloes gained
from graffiti. Peden was working to decipher ancientfgrah Egypt when he concluded
that, “in this regard one might argue that these unagteuns inscriptions are a far more
accurate reflection of the character of the socley produced them than much more
polished artistic or literary works” (p. xxi). Pederdsmonstrating that by studying
graffiti, we know more about the everyday lives ofleels of past civilizations than we
could learn from reading about them in published works.dftén easy to look up

information about famous people in history, but the ayemerson is more difficult to



document; trace back in history. “This is why interpresites that present history from
multiple perspectives are so important . . . .[;] witeipretation itself is so important.
Interpreters have the power to make sure that histot igist told by the victors, but by
all people” (Caputo, 2009, p. 9).

“So, if we ask what type of individual writes graffitine answer lies in the nature
of the message, the place where it is written, aadpirit of the times” (Reisner, 1971,
p. 4). Many inscriptions were already in place prior toe#t and Theodore etching their
names. It was also not regarded as vandalism at thataigtch one’s name. By
researching the Thompsons and documenting their historyefptuk interpreters at
Giant City will be able to provide visitors with a glimpséo the period that the
inscriptions were created. Even though they had been peoiindividuals during their
lifetime, had they not carved their names into the sameé wall, Theodore and Albert
could have disappeared from local history altogether.gratiti the brothers created
established a bond between their existence, local higtarl history and park
interpretation. Few, if any, may have delved into thast had they not created their own
graffiti. Through the documentation of their history, hetwisitors are able to witness
what the park landscape and its inhabitants were like lefoydit became state
property.

Statement of the Problem

The purpose of this study was to collect historical datdlmodore Wilson
Thompson, and by doing so connect his past to the hist@iaat City State Park, the
surrounding area, and Southern lllinois University Catladen Giant City State Park

personnel established the need to assemble historic informaat Theodore Wilson



Thompson and his brother Albert S. Thompson, who haedaheir names high on a
sandstone rock along the Giant City Nature Trail. Thid\sserves the park because of
an apparent lack of research that pertained to documehéntgames etched on the
sandstone bluffs. This documentation of names was aresickssential not only because
of the multitude of names engraved at the site, butfatsioiture research to be
conducted by park staff concerning the inscriptions. The laplkaidf records regarding
the engraved names, and the subsequent loss of engravirtgswkeghering and
vandalism, made this study a priority.

The Park Interpreter at Giant City State Park weara of various aspects
surrounding the Thompson family and their imprint on lldédstory, but was looking to
complete the story of the two brothers by finding out nadoeut their contributions. In
addition to documenting the names on the rock wallaanimg Albert and Theodore’s
inscriptions, any information concerning Theodore and his fleuin, which had been
located on park property, was to be collected. It becgparent at the onset that
Theodore Thompson had led a very active life and contributexh to the local history
of Makanda and Carbondale, Illinois. Due to the lackeobrds concerning Albert S.
Thompson, Theodore W. Thompson became the focus otteanch.

Significance of Study

The historical research conducted for this study is tatibeed by future park
staff in order to create and implement interpretive @ogrand/or interpretive displays
concerning the history of the Thompson family’s deeptbeSarbondale and Makanda,
lllinois. The establishment of interpretive programswvisitors, which focuses on the

history of the park, helps them create a connectiolm thé location they are visiting.



This, in turn, helps them form a bond, whether it i;takor emotional, with what they
are viewing. This relationship helps visitors understand trefgiance of the park
resource that is highlighted by the use of interpretivdiméaputo’s (2009) ideas
aligned with this view:
You don't have to be in the capital city or evenaosite managed by a land
management agency to find a place that helps us understar@bhgulture was
forged. Sometimes it's not even a physical place, buératiperson dressed or
speaking a certain way. What ultimately matters istbaes about the place—
not just the facts, but perspectives about why things Imegopa certain way and
who the people were who made those things happen. (p.9)
It is important to inspire visitors by utilizing interpnegistories, as well as to understand
their needs. By providing appropriate interpretive metlia,hoped that visitors will
acquire an appreciation for what they have seen oriexgped. The result would be that
visitors take this newly formed appreciation with thenewkisiting other places.
Budruk and Manning (2003) found that “while adverse effects of &itergraffiti
on the quality of visitor experiences have been docurdelide is currently known
about the point at which their presence begins to gatively evaluated by visitors” (p.
25). This is why the role of the interpreter and resesuch as this are so important. If
interpretive media are not created to help visitoestbe need to preserve the
inscriptions, further vandalism may discourage repeaswsithis trail. Thus, the
creation of interpretive media may help limit vang@aliby informing visitors of the
possible impacts their behaviors might have on the hesitwscriptions, while providing

ways in which they can help preserve them.



Due to the countless number of inscriptions along the GaptNature Trail,
there would not have been sufficient time to reseaanch @ame during the course of this
study. Therefore, it was decided that information would telyollected on the
individuals of interest to the Park Interpreter at Gfany State Park. The amount of
information concerning Theodore Thompson that was lodatdtiis study was both
substantial and important enough to the founding historyakdvida and Carbondale,
lllinois to warrant writing further about his life. Theck of a single and complete
compilation regarding the life history of Theodore Tlpson emphasized the need for
this study to come to fruition.

The objective behind this study was to locate previousityesrinformation from
various sources and locations that pertained to Theddmm@pson, with the intention of
creating a more definitive picture of his past. Brundage (1883gined his view on how
to go about creating such a picture:

A concept central to an appreciation of history as psoisavisionism. This

means an unending search by historians for fresh soam@®saches,

methodological concepts, and interpretations. On this baghese changing
materials and methods, historians are able to offevamnreew past to the present.

(p. 3)

Coinciding with Brundage’s view was the reality that motkhe historic information
regarding Theodore Thompson was not linked together todacl®ar understanding of
his past. The research conducted for this study soughtléatcbiis information in order
to create a more thorough history than what was alreealyered though files, books and

records. This study is an assemblage of the availaliteibigaformation concerning
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Theodore Thompson, which highlights his early life in Gbidnis time spent in southern
lllinois.
Methods and Limitations

Historical research involves gathering information freamious sources in order
to portray a clearer picture of the subject being studHedker’s (2005) view coincides
with this idea:

Research in history involves developing an understandittgegast through the

examination and interpretation of evidence . . . . Th®ha's job is to find

evidence, analyze its content and biases, corrobénatdniother evidence, and
use the evidence to develop an interpretation of paststl@ithas some

importance for the present. (para. 1)

The historical research for this study sought to log#temation regarding Theodore
Thompson'’s contributions and accomplishments during leisniboth Ohio and southern
lllinois. Overall, the historical and biographical infation found for this study focused
on Theodore Thompson'’s pioneering influence in the soutlgmois region.

Historical content for this biography was located usingerous searches and
sources. Primary, secondary and electronic sourcesutiized in order to assemble a
clear picture of Theodore Thompson'’s life. More spedificaecords and writings on
Theodore and his family were located using birth and deatinds, family histories,
genealogical information, census and land records, gttegarches, library databases
and books, library special collections, county historsadiety records, county records,

plat maps, atlases and newspapers.
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The Jackson County Historical Society in Murphysboimalis, which houses
files pertaining to the Thompson family were used in thidys These files provided a
wealth of information regarding Theodore Thompson. Mawspaper clippings,
Thompson family genealogical records, unpublished wstiand Theodore’s personal
biography were located in these files and were collelstievaluated in order to piece
together his past contributions and accomplishmentsSébety also houses a
photograph of Theodore that was utilized for this studye@®gical records for the
Thompson family were also located online though the tiasenamber of family history
searches.

Morris Library, on the campus of Southern lllinois Unaigr Carbondale, was
used extensively for much of the research conducted fostidy. The library annex as
well as the main library on campus provided vast amoustsrigal information. The
photo of Theodore Thompson’s barn and the aerial viewso€Charbondale property were
located using the Special Collections Research Centenehbus books pertaining to
Carbondale and Makanda history, State of lllinois cerstmrds, death records and
cemetery records were retrieved from the library. Theafilm collection at Morris
Library containing newspapers from the 1800s, inclu@iagon’s Free Presand the
Carbondale Heraldwere also used. The image of Theodore Thompson'ddiruit came
from these newspaper collections. The Map Library kedatithin Morris Library
provided access to atlases and early maps of Carbondblakanda.

Land sale and acquisition records were collected usen@tineau of Land
Management’s General Land Office Records from the Bisemnline database for land

patents. The State of lllinois’ Public Domain Land Tr&ales online database was
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utilized. Other land records were located through searchendded record books housed
at the Jackson County Clerk’s Office at the Jackson ydbourt House in

Murphysboro, lllinois. Marriage, birth and death recordsangosschecked at the
Jackson County Court House when records could be located.

Limitations to the research conducted on Theodore Thaompsidain to the lack
of family records in the form of places, dates, naaresgenealogical information.
Whenever possible, Thompson family information was coetaith as many
documents as possible. However, not all birth and deatihd®could be located due to
the lack of records kept in the early to mid 1800s. Infoionategarding family history
written in published books did not always align with persanaounts written by
Thompson family members. Therefore, in these casesmation from Thompson
family sources was considered a more logical represemtiznan that of the published

book.
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CHAPTER 2
EARLY LIFE IN OHIO AND SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

This chapter contains information in regards to theygamition of Theodore
Thompson'’s life. His ancestral history, time growing m®hio and the family’s journey
to, and settlement in, southern lllinois will be dis@assThis chapter portrays
Theodore’s character and the qualities he inherited frofathier and mother.

Theodore Wilson Thompson (see Figure 2.1) was the hilkt lborn to Joshua
Thompson Jr. and Maria (Milner) Thompson in the t@ivRarrisville, Ohio, on 18 April
1841. In order to understand Theodore’s path later in life wibrth noting his family’s
ancestral record. Theodore’s earliest known paternaé&rer was his great-great-great-
great grandfather, John Thompson, who emigrated fraotia®d to Fermanagh County,
Kingdom of Ireland. His maternal relations were Germaohtas mother’s ancestors
were the Milners and Neiswangers (Milner, 1978, Family Geggahart: Joshua
Thompson Jr.; “T.W. Thompson Biographical Sketch,” 1887a.phy.

The Thompson family’s movement to the United Statesbeatraced back to
John Thompson’s son and Theodore’s great-great-greatfgtiaer, Jacob Thompson,
who immigrated to Fayette County, Pennsylvania from FeagiaiCounty, Kingdom of
Ireland. William Thompson, Jacob’s son and Theodayegat-great grandfather, was
born in 1747 and lived in Pennsylvania within the Redstone ®ettieof Westmoreland
County; he passed in 1806. William’s son, Joshua Sr., Wwasdbre’s grandfather and
was born August 10, 1773, in the Redstone Settlement in yreams. William
Thompson, Joshua'’s father, passed away in 1838. By 1807, Jasthead married Sarah

Mosse and on November 7 of that year, they departetiddstiort Creek Settlement in
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Ohio. They arrived at their destination the end of Nowmil807. They had at least one
child, Theodore’s father, Joshua Jr., who was born on1iun#812. No records could be
located to distinguish if any other children were borddashua Sr. On November 17,
1827 Joshua Sr. moved his family again, taking them to the @vedk Settlement in
Ohio where they arrived on November 25, 1827 (“T.W. Thomj@&ographical Sketch,”
1887, para. 1). Often times, movements by Quaker familideia700s and 1800s were

perpetuated by their livelihoods as farmers and their sdaraenore suitable land.

Figure 2.1. Theodore Wilson Thompson. Adapted Friistory of Early Carbondale,
Illinois, 1852-1905 (p. 299), by Wright, J. W. D., Carbondale, lllinois: Sarn lllinois
University Press. Copyright 1977 by the Jackson County HisidBiociety. Reprinted
with permission. (see Appendix A)
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Joshua Thompson Jr. (Joshua) grew up in Ohio and when H&wasars old,
married Maria Milner, who was born on July 30, 1815 in Waggtioin, Guernsey County,
Ohio (Milner, 1978, Family Genealogy Chart: Joshua Thom@ds9. Their first child,
Theodore Wilson Thompson, was the subject of this stlidgodore, later in his life,
described in detail his parents and their first home i@ Ohi

Joshua Thompson [Jr.] and Maria Milner were united in iagerOctober 25,

1838 by Rev. Benny J. Mitchell at the residence of David NnéWjiMount

Pleasant, Jefferson County, Ohio. Father was 6 feel Rxdiles in height, weight

180 pounds, the same height as his father [Joshua ThorSp$oMother was not

quite 5 feet, 130 pounds. He bought a front lot and sixsdmaek of said lot in the

town of Harrisville in Harrison County, Ohio, to make ketf a home. He only
had between 6 and 7 hundred dollars. He built a story &atf with a basement.

The basement contained four rooms. One he used fopalsu a large fireplace

in it. One for wood and coal. One for apples, potatoes,Tée first story

contained sitting room and parlor with folding doors, bedrdatohen, hall, and
back porch. Second story contained two rooms, a flat roaf wich the
occupants could sit in the evenings. My mother used a laggdaice to cook on
with large cranes and a tin reflector to bake breadfterwards got a wood cook
stove. | will here state that Father did most ofwleek himself in building his
residence. He quarried the rock for building the basemeade a burned brick

kiln to build his house. (M. Thompson, n.d., p. 1)

Theodore later described the physical location of thelfarame in Harrisville:
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The lot contained about two acres back of the houskaemoss the alley we had

about six acres, part in apple orchard and balance inrpa3the house fronted on

Main Street, and where the roads forked was a kind of psdpliare where the

flagpole stood. On the opposite side was the main Hdtehmpson, ca.1902, p.

5)

One room in the basement of the home was creatediabpéar Maria; the space
incorporated a cold room in which she could store perishignies (Thompson, ca.1902,
p. 5). The Thompsons were prosperous enough to afford ssorhfartable home with
numerous luxuries for that period. Meanwhile, many fasiWwere building log cabins or
crude structures as they migrated inland for superior lathé dresh start.

Almost three years after marrying, on April 18, 1841, JosimebMaria had their
first child, Theodore Wilson Thompson. They were livinghetir home in Harrisville
when he was born (Milner, 1978, Family Genealogy Cldathua Thompson Jr.). The
Thompson home and its surrounding property provided Thegdemgy of room to play
and explore. He later gave an account of his initiddlbbiod memories:

My earliest remembrance was when Father carriechrh&siarms to church and

then they gave me castor oil for the croup. When |atmsait three or four years

old Father took me on a visit to Grandfather Milner’s bgdt lost in my
grandmother’s botanical garden containing shrubs, floveecs,The distance was
about 40 or 50 miles. We got home late in the evening, esrdémber seeing my
mother’s candle light in the house when we arrivedials a long and tiresome

buggy ride. (Thompson, ca.1902, p.1)
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This passage from Theodore’s short autobiography offeredhasg into his childhood
and demonstrated how caring his father was in lookiteg &afim when he was ill. It also
laid bare the hardships of time-consuming overland travelistances that would be
easily covered with a car, as Theodore did not tak@thieey to his grandfather’s house
until he was three or four.

Young Theodore gained a brother when his mother gavetbidlbert S.
Thompson on May 1, 1843, in Harrisville. Albert S. Thompa@s the second of five
children who would be born to Joshua and Maria while tivey lin Ohio (Milner, 1978,
Family Genealogy Chart: Joshua Thompson Jr.). Thah and last child was born after
the family moved to Illinois. Like many children, Theodarel Albert had a pet. Their
parents provided them with a large Maltese cat, whigpiplged Albert and Theodore with
ample hours of boyhood entertainment (Thompson, ca.1962, pheodore recollected
the family cat’s interaction with his baby brother Atbe

Mother would give Brother Albert milk in a tin cup whiee was about 18 months

old, and while eating, the cat would want to eat too. Brotlmerd give the cat a

spoonful and then take a spoonful himself. The cat would teagdt out of the

cup. Brother would hit the cat on the head with the spoomaice it stand back
and wait. It was great fun for me to watch them egetioer. (Thompson, ca.1902,

p. 5)

The boys were tended to by their mother, Maria, wisides taking care of the
children, “. . . was a great hand to raise garden and fyuith(M. Thompson, n.d., p. 1).
Theodore’s father, Joshua, was an expert stonemasquaha skills to use around

Harrisville (M. Thompson, n.d., p.1). Joshua was alsg velustrious, and this virtue
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was not lost on Theodore. Joshua’s motto for life Waspachine should wear out, not
rust out™ (as cited in Agnew, ca. 1885, p.1). Between upkédipe family orchard,
pastures and his full time occupation as a stonemassimjalevas kept busy while
providing for his family. At their young age, Theodore arldeft were not much help
around the house, although they were learning the importamteewards of hard work
from witnessing their parents’ daily actions. They wapectators to their father’s deep
convictions as Theodore later recounted that “father iessatjue politics with Mat
Messer andOld Man’ Wade”(Thompson, ca. 1902, p.1). They also observed their
father’s generosity during the frequent stays at the Tsompome of his sisters in law
Bell, ‘Liza, and his brother in law John M. Milner (Tinpson, ca. 1902, p.1).

In January of 1845, while the family was living in Harrityi4-year-old
Theodore gained another brother, George. However, GeoogepBon'’s life was short
lived. In May of 1845, a little less than four months frihva day he was born, he passed
away from whooping cough. Theodore also contracted Hmping cough. However,
his did not result in a grave illness (Thompson, ca. 1802).

Almost two years after George’s death, the Thompsomyfaxelebrated the birth
of their fourth child, Morton Milner Thompson, on Felnya4, 1847 (Milner, 1978,
Family Genealogy Chart: Joshua Thompson Jr.). Thdyfamais growing and in the
latter half of 1848, Joshua decided it was time to movéathdy to the county seat of St.
Clairsville, Belmont County, Ohio. The move was expatliby Joshua being contracted
to erect a number of buildings in St. Clairsville. Bhét also allowed Maria to live
closer to many members of her extended family. Joshuenld@g own business in St.

Clairsville with Robert Evans as his collaboraféhompson, ca. 1902, p. 5). Theodore
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afterward reminisced about his father’'s work in St. Glalle stating, “They carried on a
tombstone and monument establishment. He worked in enalbbst exclusively, and
Father was a contractor and builder of brick housesatiches would help set
monuments” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p.1). Joshua’s trade vilghrdemand and his new
business allowed him to continue providing a very comfortigbléor his family.

After the move in 1848, Theodore was seven years alghdtat this time that
Joshua began having difficulties with his lungs. The hamEsod was the time span
from 1848 to 1849 in which his cough increased significantly. [Quhat period, his
ailment was known as consumption. Joshua’s conditemraed from his profession as a
stonemason and his continued inhalation of fine powerstherstone with which he
worked (Agnew, ca. 1885, p.1; M. Thompson, n.d., p.1; Thompso 1902, p. 5).

In the early spring of 1849 Joshua joined a company that incglether
individuals that would travel west by wagon train to Catfifa. The discovery of gold in
California in 1848 created a fever among many to head wasttteeir hand at gaining
riches. This trip was to be undertaken to cure Joshuanstiagption and to gain
prosperity in the form of gold. However, Joshua’s exjpaaiilmost ended before it
began when everyone backed out (Thompson, ca. 1902, p.esje$arters did so on the
account they “. . . were afraid of catching the choterahe river or of being killed by the
Indians or frozen in the mountains, and preferred tadie@me” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p.
5).

Joshua did not change his plans after this major sethadle was always strong
in his convictions. Instead, he called upon his young brothiami, John M. Milner, to

take up the journey with him. He obliged, and the two mefitted themselves with
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enough supplies and a wagon that was suitable for all bfdesrain and water. They set
off at the end of April 1849, from Wheeling, Ohio (Thompsta, 1902, p. 6; M.
Thompson, n.d., p.1). Theodore, along with his brotA#ysrt and Morton and their
mother, Maria, remained behind. Maria was pregnant with fiftéi child when Joshua
departed for California. Of the house in which they live&tnClairsville, while Joshua
was away, Theodore stated:
We were located on West Main Street some three bibeksthe Court House. |
was eight years old and had the stove wood to saw amdwhe feed and to take
to pasture in the summer. Uncle Isaac Neiswanger [Mdanpson’s brother]
furnished the pasture. He lived at the west end of MaireGtkaown as Locust
Villa. | had to pass uncles Abraham and Jacob Neiswdhtggia Thompson’s
brothers], also Ex-Gov. Shannon’s residence. (Thomgsori,902, p. 6)
The close proximity of Maria’s relatives provided her sasomfort while her husband
was away. Theodore, being the eldest child, was redgerisr his fair share of
household chores as his mother was expecting in edklfthough Theodore was kept
busy around the house his mother made time for the childrém things in town while
their father was away. On one occasion in 1850, Theodent with his family to see
Charles Sherwood Stratton, who was a rising star amangBBrnum’s circus acts, and
was widely known by his stage name of General Tom Th{irthbmpson, ca. 1902, p. 7).
Meanwhile, Joshua and John made their way to Califomsialdy boat and
stopped in the towns of St. Louis and St. Joseph, Misg0uarthe way, Joshua contracted
cholera but was cured when John supplied him a strong pdteoedore later retold the

story stating, “Father took the cholera above St. Lauiele said he put Father in his
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berth, covered him up with the clothes of both berttisvaent to the boat bar and got a
glass full of fourth proof brandy. He made it thick wailan [sic] pepper. It was a dose to
cure or to kill” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 6). After Joshua feabkng better, they
embarked on the overland portion of their journey by hiardyiver, named Bob, for the
wagon and selected horses for themselves. They metlugavieral other travelers and
formed a larger group of approximately 60 wagons. It wasstithe that Joshua would
gain his nickname, Colonel, for the reason that heelaged by the others to take
charge of the group and their movements. This nicknamedstaigh him until his death
(Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 6).

The group journeyed across the plains by way of the popldérand Green
River routes for three months before finally reachidjfGrnia. Upon their arrival, John
and Joshua began settling in at their mining operatiana@lace called Hangtown,
which was originally named Dry Diggins, and is now PladiesvCalifornia. They built a
cabin for themselves out of slabs they had split of edd(@hompson, ca. 1902, p. 6; M.
Thompson, n.d., p. 2).

Their new home was a blessing and a curse. As the mapfies, Hangtown was
not a tranquil location. According to local history:

The miners quickly became short-tempered with the rigimgecrate and the lack

of readily-available law enforcement, so they tookléiweinto their own hands.

Criminals were punished in short order, whether it be flogygr hanging, based

on snap decisions made by impromptu courts with hastilyedrjries. If you

voiced your reasonable objections in favor of a morgtlenbut fair trial for the
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accused, you'd risk swinging along side of him, or them. &ark, 2003, “Gold

Rush Chronicles: Old Hangtown,” para. 3)

The blessing of this location existed in that gold coudddily be found everywhere.
The first year [1848], $1 million worth of gold came outG#dar Ravine, running
south from Main Street on Cedar Ravine Road, and anotiliem from Log
Cabin Ravine, running north from Main Street and now c&ledford Avenue.
One panful §ic] of white clay taken from Hangtown Creek contained 75 ogince
of gold dust. (ComSpark, 2003, “Gold Rush Chronicles: Old Hangtgvara. 9)

Joshua confirmed the ease with which one could locatevgoén he wrote home to

Maria and stated, “If Theodore was here he could pickam fen to twenty dollars a

day along the creeks and branches” (Thompson, ca. 190R,Ip.Hangtown, between

12 and 35 dollars would be paid to a miner for an ounce of golsh8park, 2003, “Gold

Rush Chronicles: Fast Facts,” para. 2).

On August 30, just as Joshua had entered California, MamaAThompson was
born into the Thompson family in St. Clairsville, Olfidilner, 1978, Family Genealogy
Chart: Joshua Thompson Jr.). Theodore now had a bstby & help tend to while his
father was trying to achieve wealth for the family.de/hile, Maria made sure her
children had an education by homeschooling them and havingéattend the district
schools (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 7). They also attended chbilehtheir father was
away. Theodore later recounted, “Mother often took meuak®r church, but | attended
the Methodist Sunday School north of the Court Housbb(npson, ca. 1902, p. 7).

Nineteen months after leaving in search of gold, Joshcideteto take John and

return home to his family. They had spent sufficienetimCalifornia to make a modest
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sum, and the time spent away from his stonemason veatkired Joshua of
consumption. Upon their departure, they purchased spacsaiimg ship and then
moved to overland travel through Mexico, and eventuallgtartaeir way up the
Mississippi and then took the Ohio River. They made thay to back to Wheeling,
Ohio, where they departed for the last leg of theirnpeurto St. Clairsville by stagecoach.
Joshua and John arrived home at the end of November 185@wvba Joshua was
introduced to his one-year-old daughter Mary. By this tifeodore was nine years old
(Agnew, ca. 1885, p.1; Thompson, ca. 1902, p.7).

On the long trek back from California, Joshua met a fr@an Peoria, lllinois,
Daniel McConnell and the two became fast friendshénsummer of 1851, after taking
time off upon his return, Joshua started back to his stswmmtausiness. Daniel, by this
time, had moved from Peoria, lllinois to a place calleatét/Valley in Union County,
lllinois. Daniel wrote Joshua about his new residencyutlgern lllinois, and Joshua
became very interested in seeing the place thatidigifispoke of with such high regard.
Theodore reminisced that, “Father came down to see hami¢DMcConnell] and the
country early in the winter of 1851. Being well pleaseddrdturned and made
arrangements to move to Southern lllinois” (Thompsan 1802, p.7). Joshua was also
enticed to move by the expansion plans set in place Hilittoes Central Railroad,
which was looking to complete its line through south#imois (Agnew, ca. 1885, p. 1;
Thompson, ca. 1902, p.7; M. Thompson, n.d., p. 2).

In the years leading up to the Thompson’s move to IBintie family had

relocated several times within the town of St. Clallsyvirheodore afterward recalled:
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We occupied part of a house with Evans. Then we movadchtuse on South
Market Street near the Masonic Hall. Then we wenthowse on East Main
Street, south side, where we remained till we wentitmis. (Thompson, ca.

1902, p. 7)

By the spring of 1852, the Thompson family was preparing tortd&pan their St.
Clairsville residence on East Main Street. Theodaas aimost 11 years old and having
moved several times in his young life, provided his mogbene much needed assistance
in packing. Maria was again with child and would give batlon to the family’s sixth

and last child.

Travel to Illinois commenced in February of 1852 fromG3airsville to
Wheeling, Ohio, following the route Joshua had taken vaest.concluded at Willard’s
Landing in southern lllinois (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 7). jbheney was stalled in
Wheeling however, while the family was left “. . . twag for the new steamboat, called
the Golden Era, built for the upper Mississippi or Gakeade on the Mississippi River”
(Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 7). A few days passed beforegamer arrived and the
Thompson family could embark on their voyage.

On March 3, 1852, after weeks of water travel on the @hebMississippi
Rivers, the steamer arrived at Willard’s Landing (Thoomp€a. 1902, p. 7). Willard’s
Landing was situated on the banks of the lllinois sidgh@Mississippi river just west of
the town of Jonesboro, lllinois. Moccasin Springs, Mlisswas directly opposite
Willard’s Landing on the Missouri side of the river ($@gure 2.2). Over the years,
Willard’s Landing was also known as Greens Ferry orBgn (Midwest Gazetteer,

2004, para. 33).



Figure 2.2. Union County, lllinois with Willard’s Landing at thmttom right of the
image along the Mississippi River (Willard’s Landing ighlighted with a black box).
Adapted from “Map of Union County,” by Union Atlas Company, 184i6as of the
Sate of Illinois to which are added various general maps, history, statistics and
illustrations, p. 143. Chicago, lllinois: Warner & Beers. Copyright 200®hyid
Rumsey Collection. Reprinted with permission. (see AgpeR)
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Roads were few in southern lllinois in 1852 as the stateonly beginning to be
opened up for farming by settlements of early pioneersripson, ca. 1902, p. 7). One
account of the area stated:

Directly west of Ware was the road that took eaidyelers to Willard’s Landing,

where there was a storehouse and some homes tolgrdsetats bringing

merchandise from Pennsylvania for Davie and Willard’s Soow stores. (The
eastern boats came down the Ohio River to Cairo amdup the Mississippi.)

(Glasco, 2009, para. 14)

This was the route that the Thompsons took from Willatdisding to Ware and then on
to Jonesboro. Although the road was well establishedqststill very rough going.

As an adult, Theodore was reminiscent of the famiiytsszements after
disembarking with their belongings from the steamerrétalled:

We arrived at Willard’s Landing, Union County, March 3at], 1852, and took

dinner on the bank of the river in an old steambobinhcased for a house. After

dinner a man by the name of Lewis moved us up to JonesHoedittle old hotel
had a fireplace that burned wood. This looked very odd aeahygrwe having
been accustomed to a bright grate fire of coal.tke liarick court house then
occupied the center of the square. Willard, Dishon antividae the principal

merchants at that date. (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 7)

On his travel inland, Theodore experienced the heawlyded tablelands that would
become his new home. The landscape of southern lllm@ssforeign to him, as he had
become accustomed to an easier life in town and wedlrged farmland. The family

traveled from Jonesboro to Water Valley in Section 28mbn County. This was the
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location of Daniel McConnell's home and the residenoghich they would be staying
until they could build their own.

While Maria stayed with the children at the McConnelineo Joshua secured
land for the family to settle on in Jackson Countynadlis (see Figure 2.3). Theodore later
recalled the land his father obtained stating, “The thtznd we first lived upon was the
SW SW 34 10 1W, known as the Stark tract . . . . Fathehpeed the E%2 SE 33101 W
adjoining” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 7). Joshua had selectedeHlerghe family home
based on plans by the lllinois Central Railroad. Tleedeminisced about the move to
his new home site:

In a few days we moved out to McConnell’s [in Waterl®gland stayed there a

week or so till Father could get a cabin or double log htixed up to move into.

| think it was the 2% day of March [1852] when we got to housekeeping.

(Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 7)
Two months after the Thompsons settled in to their tifeskyle, Maria gave birth to her
last child, Rolla Bank Thompson, on May 22, 1852 (Milner, 1&2&8nily Genealogy
Chart: Joshua Thompson Jr.). By this time the resteothildren were growing up:

Theodore was 11, Albert 9, Morton 5, and Mary just shy. of
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Figure 2.3. Location of Thompson family’s land purchase in Sexti83 and 34 in
Makanda Township, Jackson County, lllinois (Sections 883nhighlighted at the top
right of the image, in Makanda Township, with a black bé&xdapted from “Map of
Jackson County, Grand Tower, Anna and Carbondale,” byriilas Company, 1876,
Atlas of the State of Illinois to which are added various general maps, history, statistics
and illustrations, p. 142. Chicago, lllinois: Warner & Beers. Copyright 200Dayid
Rumsey Collection. Reprinted with permission. (see AgpeR)



29

The family experienced a major change living in a logde when they had
become accustomed to living in a comfortable brick homewim. Their home was
simple and they, like most in the area, had few areatomforts. Theodore later took
time to recall the area in which he lived soon atierfamily moved to southern lllinois:

The country was very new and primitive. The land was/ihetimbered with a

few acres or fields cleared in the most favorable spadsespecially where a live

spring of water was found. The people had very littld@rthouses. The houses
were built of hewed logs. The floors were of slabguncheons, and the furniture

consisted of a board table, a few split-bottom chemcsthree-legged stools. A

Dutch oven, skillet, frying pan, coffee pot, kettle andvspet were the cooking

utensils. Coffee, hog meat and corn bread were the jpaingiticles of diet. Many

houses had no windows, so the door had to be left open tbglt.dt was along
in the later part of the sixties that the first fiatrouses were built outside of the
towns. School houses and churches were all constructegsof(Thompson, ca.

1902, p. 8)

The Thompsons were not entirely secluded as a more )gayllated area,
known as North Pass, was located a short distance ofattibir home. North Pass, which
later became town of Makanda, began to grow in the mid 1866 the Illinois Central
Railroad built its rail line through the village on itewto Cairo. The line was completed
in 1855. With the coming of the railroad, North Pass gainedraad “. . . station, two
water tanks and a boarding house along Drury Creek, whiictuss through the
community” (Makanda Trading Company, n.d., para. 1). Theodas 14 years old in

1855.
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Additional stress was placed on the family when tiieoead diverted their plans
away from Joshua’s property. Theodore later recallisdribtance and stated, “Father
had intended to build a sawmill to run by water power ampCreek, but the I.C.R.R.
[Illinois Central Railroad] changed their survey in pagghe mill site, so the mill was
abandoned” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 7). To make matters wiiedand along Drury
Creek was not suitable for making a living after plangtiermill had to be discarded.
Drury Creek was also famous for over-running its bankscanding severe floods. This
was by no means a suitable location to create a permaoere for the Thompson
family. After the mill plans fell through, Joshua paid 20@ats for a total of 80 acres of
land in Union County, lllinois, roughly three miles scedht of where the family had
been living in Jackson County (see Figure 2.4). One plstlozated in the southwest
southeast portion of Section 11, Township 11 south, Rangst 1@gialing 40 acres, and
the remaining 40 acres were in the southwest nortpeasbn of Section 11, Township
11 south, Range 1west. Joshua paid two dollars and fiftg pentacre (Bureau of Land
Management, n.d.; lllinois State Archives, n.d.). Tlaets of land Joshua purchased are

situated south of Giant City State Park off Giant G&rk Road.



Figure 2.3. Location of the Thompson family farm in Union Coyritlinois, in the

center of Section 11 of Cobden Township (Section 11 is bigeld with a black box in
the upper right of the image). Adapted from “Map of Uniou@y,” by Union Atlas
Company, 1876Atlas of the Sate of Illinoisto which are added various general maps,
history, statistics and illustrations, p. 143. Chicago, lllinois: Warner & Beers. Copyright
2005 by David Rumsey Collection. Reprinted with permissicre fppendix B)
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One description of the train ride through the area duhisgtime gave an
accurate account of the topography as well as thehoad of those living along the
Union/Jackson County line:

The railway, for a considerable distance here, hes deep gorge, occupied by

the Drewery-creekdc], the course of which it follows; indeed, it occupies i

channel for miles, a new one having been cut for tharstedongside. It is a very

picturesque gorge, bluffs on both sides, 200 feet high, witbrweorn surfaces.

It is crossed by ravines leading into the country. Alinely wooded. On the

table-lands above, and back into the country, are gootsfarhe district is pretty

well settled. As a proof of the fineness of climate fmtlity, we were told that
one farmer, whose place is on the rocks above #ieistat Makanda [North

Pass], makes from his own orchard annually forty hogshefgusach brandy.

(Ferguson, 1856, p. 382)

Peach orchards prospered on the rolling hilltops and thdaadteof southern lllinois as
the climate and soils were exceptional for growing.filthe farmers were making a
considerable profit for themselves off their homemadetages, considering one
hogshead is “. . . equal to 63 gallons (238 liters)” (Hogshead, 2009)

The Thompsons ultimately became well-known farmetbeair own right.
However, it was strenuous and taxing labor to get them in working order. Theodore
and his brothers were kept busy around the farm by their fatitemother. There was
always something to be done with the fields or the harskwhen those responsibilities
were completed, school lessons were provided by their tgaf@imeodore W.

Thompson,” 1903, para. 3). Theodore said of the labontidniz brothers partook:
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Our principal work was grubbing, chopping, rolling logs, cleathegland to
cultivate, or opening up farms to raise corn and wheatgiéw desire was to get
land cleared up to put in cultivation, and it took much tamd the very hardest
work to prepare these timbered lands for cultivatiohewonce cleared they
produced immense crops for the amount of labor. (Thomgsoi,902, p. 8)

Theodore mentioned how the overabundance of reptilete wlbaring the fields for

planting, could interrupt their concentration:
| must here mention the first work Brother Albert ardtid in the field. It was to
cut cornstalks in the field in a little bottom field Beaver Dam Branch where we
first lived. It was getting late in the spring and the gcbwas covered with
weeds. We were in our bare feet, and often we wouldsg@step on black
snakes. We were ready to jump and hop around at everytlaingdhld move or
rattle. We even dreamed of snakes. They were sofpleng killed thirteen large
rattlesnakes the first year. Blacksnakes, blue rag®idizards we let go, as there
were too many to try to exterminate them. (Thompsonl @2, p. 8)

Theodore also remembered how difficult it was to renragood health:
Here on this farm was where we town boys had to leado solid hard work and
shake and chill with the ague to perfection year in and g&ia The ague would
come and go until we got acclimated, and then it lef{Tisompson, ca. 1902, p.
8)

Theodore was experiencing life as a true pioneer and herfirtues of hard work and

an honest living were being transferred to him at an exgkpaee. Life on the

Thompson farm was difficult, especially with the ®at ague, or fever that they
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continually experienced. Unlike the easy town life in@tine Thompson family’s life in
lllinois depended on their ability to sustain themselves.

Even though this area of southern lllinois was inhabiteahy farmers were
scattered throughout the countryside. Nonetheless, fssme were grouped together,
with neighbor helping neighbor. Pertaining to the appearaiitieinds and neighbors
that inhabited this area of southern lllinois, Theodaex lstated, “The people were all
clad in their homespun jeans, colored red, brown or olagk Cotton was raised for
clothing” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 8). In speaking of his neighabthe time, Theodore
reported that “among the well-known families of earlyda. . were the Vancils,
Penrods, Davises, Grammers, Haglers, Rowans, Millgrsnces, McGuires, Flys,
Demings, Whitacres, Treeces, Brooks], Stouts, Robertsjc], Rendleman brothers,
and a few others . . . ” (Thompson, n.d., para. 6).

Many families were spread out across the land in southimois and so were the
towns in which the early settlers purchased merchan8esauring supplies for the farm
was quite an undertaking, as they would have to travied quiistance to do so. The
Thompsons could not go to a nearby store, as they hadid@®hio. The village of North
Pass was still too small at the time in order to pi®the area farmers with the
commodities they needed. Theodore remembered the tripeuid take for supplies and
later stated, “We would go to Jonesboro twice a ya@aing and fall, to do our general
trading and lay in our supplies” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 8% Was also the location for
the only post office in the area.

When not preparing the land for planting or harvestingrethivere social events

that brought everyone together. Theodore stated thgtrélings and house raisings and



35

shooting matches for beef in the fall were abouthallgatherings the people had in those
days” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 8). Theodore further descritedvant:

Shooting matches for beef, held on Saturdays, werefdhe chief sports; forty

yards off-hand or sixty yards lay-down rest, was tiseadce. A famous old

flintlock rifle, called Malden, very heavy and large e tbore, generally carried

off the prizes. (Thompson, n.d., para. 12)

In addition to shooting matches, several noteworthytsveappened over the
next few years. In 1856, Theodore was surprised one evenmgthynpede of squirrels.
He later recalled that night:

| remember the great squirrel exodus from Missouri, enféiii of 1856. The

failure of mast of nut crop in Missouri caused the sqjlsitice emigrate in a body

to the lllinois side of the river. They swam the NBsgpi at or near Willard’s

Landing early in October. | remember that in the kgt of October, one night

about 10 o’clock, | was returning from Makanda to my old @pkmown as

Banner Hill, the woods from Charley Roberts’ placetigh Dr. Agnew’s, Willis

Rendleman’s Montecela] to near my house appeared to be alive with squirrels

traveling eastward. (Thompson, n.d., para. 6)

Even though they had carved out a nice farm, Theodtatisr was holding onto the
idea of constructing a sawmill. His second attempted iltibbg a mill took him to
nearby Williamson County, lllinois. He had startedbtold, but due to the onset of the
Civil War, this attempt had to be abandoned as well. In 1&%0nd the same time
Joshua was erecting his second mill, the town of Makgadeed a post office. It was

opened for business by the Thompson’s family friend, &ancConnell, who served as
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the first Postmaster. Theodore went to Jonesboro in 186&vviriend to hear Lincoln
debate Douglas (Thompson, n.d.). The Thompsons did notateltihe land on their

own, as they had two nephews, Harrison Thompson and/H&ompson, living with
them (“lllinois Census Records 1860,” n.d.).

Life was going well for Theodore and the rest of thempsons. He was a young
man of 19 in 1860. Their farm was flourishing. The local ecaynhad picked up
significantly and with the railroad making several datlgps in Makanda, businesses
were cropping up. Subsequently, an influx of people moved tarda However, it did
not take long for things to change. The inauguration cfiéeat Lincoln and the onset of
the Civil War would bring trouble to Theodore’s doorstep.

Theodore had learned many things from his father over ts,y@nd he had
become especially good at speaking his mind on issues ¢hatcentral to his beliefs.
Like the rest of his family, Theodore believed in the Wisstance on abolishing
slavery. Theodore showed his support for the Union caupéabing an American flag at
the top of a tree on the family farm in Section 11 ofddnCounty. He later retold the
story:

After the inauguration of Lincoln [March 4, 1861] brother éiband | concluded

to raise a large flag on what was known and called e ticee, which stood on

top of a very high hill on the great dividing range, betwide waters of the Ohio
and Mississippi rivers, being the highest point of lan8anthern lllinois, Bald

Knob not excepted. Said tree was a tall tulip poplar betvileree and four feet in

diameter at the trunk and some sixty feet to the lfirgds. This noted tree could

be seen in some directions fifteen or twenty milgaya It was quite an
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undertaking to climb to the top, and only five persons ageended to the top,
viz; Charles and George Pelton, Lieut. William SandéGaitage Home, and
brother Al. and I. We first split from white oak timblewur foot slats for rounds.
After placing two spike nails in each round, we beganitobcthe tree by sitting
on the first round and holding to the body of the treth wur feet, and with a
hatchet to cut away the thick bark and a rope to draw upetkteround, until we
reached the first limbs, and so proceeded to the tosawed off a small portion
of the top and added a flag staff some thirty-five fed¢mgth, chained and
secured the bottom of the staff to the top of the &ad with a rope and pulley
we raised the stars and stripes, that could be seevealthat section of country,
and at that time known as the flag tree on the hill (bpompson, n.d., para.16)
The Thompson family farm was from then on known asriga Hill Farm due to its
notoriety after the establishment of the flag tremitidlly raised as a sign of support for
the Northern Cause, the flag was hoisted after Uniadongs on the battlefield, and it
also stood as a reproach to a group of Southern supportéf(&arle, 1989, p. ix-x)
Several fictional accounts of the flag raising episodeawvritten about in books. One
book, by Mary Tracy Earle, was entitl&te Flag on the Hilltop and the other by
Theodore’s daughter, Mable Thompson-Rauch, was entitfeule and the Flag-Tree.
Theodore did not join in the fighting during the Civil Walthough he did
support the Union cause; like his father, he held strong cioons in an individual's
right to freedom, especially in a country to which hisesbars immigrated for the same
rights. Theodore’s reason for not joining his brother Albethe war was due to his own

battles with ague and rheumatism, which hindered hisytmliparticipate on the front
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lines (Earle, 1989, p. xix). Theodore, however, assumeddcibser to home and later
recalled his wartime conquests around Makanda:
The country seemed full of deserters. The governmeeteaffa reward of $30
each for their delivery to Cairo . . . . On accountr@umatism | could not enlist
so I. N. Phillips of Cairo appointed me deputy Provost Marshassist him in
bringing in deserters and to act as a detective. Orieeaforst characters that |
ever arrested was Bob Woods . . . . He had been attegoe before | arrested
him but had escaped both times from the guard house at .Cair | marched him
down to Makanda and took him in a caboose to Cairo When we got there |
put him in the guard house, got my voucher for $30.00, and returnezl (@as
cited in Earl, 1989, p. xxix-xx)
There were numerous Confederate sympathizers in sadtleois during the
Civil War and they were known around the area as copp#sheamore commonly
referred to as the Knights of the Golden Circle. Onewaatstated, “The Golden Circle
was a secessionist civilian group that was well organtzedigghout the Midwest,
especially in Indiana, Ohio, and Illinois” (Earle, 1989xp.Theodore continued to speak
out concerning his conviction for equality. However, thegathizers tried to persuade
him and his family to stop. “Membership in the Circle wagh in the Makanda area (it
was headquartered in bad weather in the Rendleman’s Maketel), with numerous
meeting points in the hills and caves of what are neamtGCity State Park . . .” (Earle,
1989, p. xi). Theodore discussed one run in his family httdtiwve Confederate
sympathizers during their failed attempt to remove thg flom the flag tree at the

family farm:
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It was in the dark days of the civil war that the Knighitshe Golden Circle
surrounded this tree to haul down the old flag, but from stause their courage
failed them. It was in the shadow of the old flag tres the first meeting of the

Union League was held. (Thompson, n.d., para. 17)

The Union League was “a pro-Northern group that was thiegabbpposite of the
Knights of the Golden Circle” (Earle, 1989, p. xxviii). Tlieoe later recalled the
inception of the Union League:

The Government made a few arrests of the leading coggudstwhich greatly

discouraged the Knights of the Golden Circle. The tihsion League in Jackson

and Union counties was organized at Col. J. Thompson'$atigr’'s house. The
charter was issued by Geo. H. Harlow Sec. of StateamRobinson was

President of the Union League and myself secretarylthriy our meetings we

had guards stationed out in military style. Many Union &adthern sympathizers

on each side were waylaid and killed. In less than &sybare were 19 killed in

the vicinity of Makanda and Cobden. (as cited in Earle, 198%ix)

Meanwhile, Theodore’s brother Albert was fighting in @igil War as an elite
member of General Freemont’s Bodyguard in 1861(Nation&l $anvice, n.d.). It was
also during this time that Joshua’s life was threatenedalbis pro Union stance and his
membership in the Union League. A local Makanda womanaBdith Rendleman, was
the individual who would discover this plot against Jodhuaecretly listening in on a
meeting of the Knights of the Golden Circle at thedeman’s Hotel in Makanda

(Kennedy, n.d., p. 73). She later recounted:
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They made resolutions to kill every Republican Presidentil, the Southern

Confederacy could rule or ruin. O, how awful that shdakg poor heart as | sat

there. | counted not my life dear. They plotted agamsftather’s life,

Mr. Freeman’s at Alto Pass, Judge Whitacre, Thompson [Ioshua

Thompson], and many others in all the counties aroutehr{edy, n.d., p. 73)
The plot never came to fruition as Joshua, nor angtssein his family, was ever
injured.

In November of 1861, General Freemont’s Bodyguard wasaemagsout, so
Albert went back to Makanda to stay at the family’s Barhi#i=arm. On February 22,
1862, as they had done many times before, Theodore wenANvélt to the sandstone
rocks that towered above the landscape just northedathily farm. This time Theodore
and Albert were not going there for the sake of a lelgaiernoon, they had something
they wanted to accomplish. They entered the colessaistone rock maze, in what is
now called the Giant City Streets portion of the Gfaity Nature Trail at Giant City
State Park in Makanda, lllinois. As a boy, Theodoredizetrved the inscriptions left by
others on the rock surfaces in the area and now ihisésirn to leave his mark. He and
Albert lowered a board tethered to some rope, formingtéopm, over the top of the
sandstone rock and using the rope, secured it to some nesebyThey lowered
themselves down, and stood on the platform to carveitisgiriptions. Albert etched:
(OF. ILL.) ALBERT S. THOMPSON FREEMONT BODYGUARD HE 22 1862 AD.
Theodore left his mark on the sandstone, below and tagttteof his brother’s, by

etching T. W. THOMPSON FEB 22 1862 (see Figure 2.5, Figurer2lG-mure 2.7)
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(Thompson-Rauch, 1960, p. ix). Although slightly coveretthwioss, their inscriptions
have not yet been destroyed by weathering or vandalism.

Throughout his early life, Theodore learned much fronfdngly. He gained a
solid understanding of his freedoms as an American. Hehed as his parents started
over, much like his ancestors, when they came to southtieois with little more than a
dream of a better life and better land. Until he wasekrs/old, he went through life as
more or less a city living middle class citizen. Howetkis soon changed with the
family’s move to lllinois. He realized the importanmehard work on the family farm in
Water Valley. He also became aware of how his fagla@e up his livelihood as a
stonemason in order to start fresh as a farmer. Treadould later realize that being
able to adapt to changes and being an enterprising individuad wake him very

wealthy.

Figure 2.5. Photograph of Theodore Thompson'’s inscription at Giayt State Park in
Makanda, lllinois. Image taken in August 2009.

Figure 2.6. Photograph of Theodore Thompson'’s inscription at Giayt State Park in
Makanda, lllinois, with text placed over the image. Imtde=n in August 2009.
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Figure 2.7. Photograph of Giant City Streets portion of the G@ity Nature Trail at
Giant City State Park. Black box on top left encaskeerXs Inscription. Black box at
bottom right encases Theodore’s inscription. Imagentakéugust 2009.
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CHAPTER 3
LIFE IN MAKANDA AND CARBONDALE

This chapter contains information concerning the latetigpgoof Theodore
Thompson'’s life until the time of his death. It was dgrthis period that Theodore
settled down, married and started a family. This chagtablshes Theodore’s
contributions and accomplishments within Makanda and @aldde, Illinois.

In 1863, at the age of 22, Theodore was living in his parbotise at Banner Hill
Farm in Section 11 of Union County, which was approximeBatyiles south of
Makanda. It was also during this year that the area wdittre family farm was gaining
in prosperity. The growth was partially due to the inseea fruit growing, but was also
the result of the platting out of the town of Makandavrg. Minerva Zimmerman. The
expansion of the town brought more settlers and new m@et€io the area (Newsome,
1997, p. 116; “The Town of Makanda,” 1878). One local accounirdented Makanda’s
growth:

This town is in the midst of the fruit region, andarsimportant place in the fruit

season. It would soon become a large town if thereregas enough to build one;

but, cramped up as it is in such a narrow valley there doeseem to be much

chance for it [to] grow. Yet the people have made sonpeawement since the

town was organized, by spreading up and down the valley, dripgrcouses in

almost inaccessible places up the sides of the hidlar bhe bridge, the buildings

almost encroach upon the creek, but Drury [Creek] asserights occasionally.

(Newsome, 1997, p. 117)
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It was also in 1863 that Theodore’s father permitted bitake on a small section
of the family’s Banner Hill Farm with the hope thatebldore would make a living on his
own. Theodore later recalled that period:

In the spring of 1863, when | was 22 years old Father gauwbengse of 8 acres

on the hill above the house to raise such things as edighraded for some

hotbed sash from Jones who resided on the Hopkins fgomiag Boskydell on
the east and hauled them home on an ox cart. | usesasheon a coldbed to raise
tomato plants. | put out three acres sweet potatoesadves tomatoes, and three
acres cotton. | worked hard early and late, but the seaas unfavorable for
tomatoes and they ripened late when the prices wereSawet potatoes and
cotton did fairly well, but instead of making 500 or 600 dol&s$ expected |

realized about two hundred dollars on my entire cropoifigson, ca. 1902, p. 9)
Theodore’s attempt at farming did not bode well for himitiheg wealth or health.
Theodore later recounted his wellbeing after his unsuccessfai@ at becoming a
farmer in 1863, stating, “Exposure to bad weather gave raeesesattack of rheumatism
which confined me to the bed during the winter and then @thtgyinflammatory
rheumatism” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 9). His earlier vauth ague and then
rheumatism would foreshadow his health later in life.

Theodore was the eldest son and the first-born childhsnidther had been
grooming him to take over the family farm. By allowingeblore to raise his own crops,
his father was testing his ability to sustain himself dnadrést of the farm. However,
Theodore recognized that his bouts with poor health would mdkécult for him to

maintain the life of a hard working farmer. As withmgdamilies during that period, the
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family farm would eventually be passed on to the youggeeration. Joshua would
eventually do the same, but it would be Rolla, insteathebdore, who would take over
the family’s land.

Theodore was not disappointed after his brother took ovdatitebecause he
had gained his father’s ingenuity and ability to reinventseifnfrom occupation to
occupation. Therefore, it was in 1864 when Theodore tradeid overalls for a suit. He
moved to St. Louis, Missouri where he had been offeqgas#ion by Mr. F. Evans at the
St. Clair Hotel. Theodore was an intelligent young mash@uickly adapted to his new
surroundings (Thompson, ca. 1902, p.9). Theodore was latariseent of his time in
St. Louis:

... Mr. F. Evans secured me a position as clerkeaSthClair Hotel, corner

Third and Market Streets, St. Louis. The city was undetiahdaw and | had to

take out papers as a nonresident to be exempted fromesgrvtie city militia. |

frequently visited Benton Barracks on the Fair Grounsl$ veas acquainted with
many of the soldier boys of Company I, 13 lllinois Cayall also visited Capt.

Ed Brown when he was taken to Smallpox Island below Cakeingdbile he had

the smallpox. Capt. Brown often said after the war thad saved his life by

visiting him and telling him he would get well. (Thompson, X202, p.9)
Theodore may have gained many of his father’s finer quglibet he also gained his
mother’s compassion, as was illustrated by visits taibksfriend.

Although the position at the hotel may have been lskeitto Theodore’s physical

abilities, he was not satisfied with his occupation ale&k. Nevertheless, he was able
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satiate his need for travel and exploration by travediraynd the local area during his
time in St. Louis. He later stated:

While at St. Louis | visited Kirkwood, a small statiom the Merrimac River 40

miles west of St. Louis, also Alton. | saw severglfries occur in the city. | was

over to East St. Louis hunting. The M. & O. R.R. stathiouse was the only

building across the river. (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 9)

Theodore was born with his ancestor’s necessity foeti@nd the desire for a better life.
This was exemplified through his many changes of occupasibisareeds, as well as the
needs of the local economy, ebbed and flowed. Therddeneg unsatisfied with his
position at the hotel, he left his job in St. Louislanoved back in with his parents in
Section 11 of Union County.

It was not long before Theodore found another occupatieratér recalled this
change stating, “Tiring of city life, | returned hommdaode horseback to Makanda daily
to learn telegraphy from A. C. Angel, then station agenthe 1.C.R.R. [lllinois Central
Railroad]” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 9). Theodore remembereditias career with the
railroad:

The first of December [1864] | was called by L. A. Loulgen Superintendent of

lllinois and Mississippi telegraph lines, to take charpge DuQuoin Telegraph

office. In January 1865 | was sent to Kankakee, in FeptoaPaxton, and in

March back to DuQuoin. Night work did not agree with mel, igsigned in

September and went to buying dried fruits. (Thompson, ca., pO9p
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Theodore enjoyed traveling, but the instability of his positidth the railroad ultimately
led him to quit. As he stated, he quit as telegraph ag&eptember of 1865 and began
buying and selling dried fruits in southern lllinois.

However, soon after he started this new venture, heniedl and had to return
home to Makanda. He later reminisced of his time irfrilne business:

Dried peaches were worth from $6 to $7 per bushel in ChicadmleBovas

paying $5, Anna $4.75 and Dongola $2. | stopped at Dongola. | had &yt

and the station agent, Ed Barnwell, loaned me $200. | balighe merchants

had and rode out to Vienna, buying from farmers going andnietu After

chasing around in the sun for about two weeks | was owexdy the heat and

returned home . . .[;] the dried peach business netteabmg $500. (Thompson,

ca. 1902, p.9)
Theodore had made quite a profit for himself in a shorbgesith his dried fruit
endeavor. It was during this last venture that Theodoreaidasto realize his true talent
in life and in profession. He used his communicatioriss&ihd his ease with people to
turn a profit for himself. He was very good with wordsl @ould be quite convincing,
which is what netted him such a hefty profit for two weekwork. He was also
determined to make something of himself. Even while recogext his parent’s home,
Theodore was able to secure new employment.

By October of 1865, Theodore had recuperated and was workihg ealroad
station and express agent in Makanda (Thompson, ca. 1902He Bter stated, “After
settling down to railroad work, which included station woelegraphing, express

agency, land agency, tie and cordwood agent, and changingiihet @ o’clock A.M., |
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was kept busy” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p.9). The kind of wottkkdyat Theodore mentally
occupied was exactly what he needed, especially if itledtaiinimal physical labor.
Theodore was a person who was meticulous and this nweeded skill as his job was to
keep carful records for the railroad. Being detail oadrdllowed him to know the
market values of local crops and produce, which made hinthenghilroad quite a profit.
Theodore was ambitious because he worked on commissiaisdiatilized his
communication skills and his knowledge of the local @@ its people to help him
succeed. He had finally found his niche and was settling in.

In 1866, Theodore had saved enough of his earnings to purchat®a gkland
on a hill just south of Makanda. The property was sithat§acent to that owned by
Theodore’s good friend, and local doctor, Frank Agnew. AlthabhgHarm would not be
known as Evergreen Fruit Farm until several yeaes dtheodore purchased it, he
referred to the property by this name when he describechkaequired the land.
Theodore later recalled this purchase and stated, “In 18G&ghbthe 80 acre tract 34-
10-1W, section known as Evergreen Fruit Farm, from.AEyoC. Wilbur of Normal,
lllinois, for $1800, paying $600 down, balance on time. This tneas unimproved and
heavily covered with timber” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 10).

Theodore knew he did not have the physical ability to @edrfarm his own
land. Instead, he hired three African American men épane the acreage for planting.
He later recalled, “I had a cabin built and had threeredl men by the name of Stark
move in it. They cleared up the land and put it in cuiiivg mainly in corn” (Thompson,
ca. 1902, p. 10). He later added that the Starks had “. somd thirty acres in

cultivation” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p.10). Theodore hiredetimesn because they had
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fought in the Union Army during the Civil War (Thompsoa, €902, p. 10). Once the
Starks cleared the area, Theodore utilized the farming/lege he gained while
growing up to determine planting times, and the data he gasngt@dt@on agent to
determine what crops would bring the highest return. Theodot@®ne to let anything
worth a profit go to waste, made use of the timberwiaat removed by the Starks. He
stated, “I had 8ft. rails made for fencing and timber matte R.R. [railroad] crossties
and cordwood” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p.10). Theodore knew the gadegfor most
local commodities because of his work at the statidviakanda. Concerning the profits
he obtained while having the Starks improve his land heretatled, “Ties were worth
38¢ and cordwood $2.25” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p.10).

Theodore did not limit his work to the station, and lagsatled, “I speculated in
all kinds of produce, bought wheat on commission, | aasefite insurance agent, Notary
Public, and Township school treasurer. | sold [piano] organelry, wagons and so on”
(Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 10). Over time, these ventllozgeda Theodore to obtain a
comfortable income that enabled him to move off thellfafarm. He later recollected
the places he stayed after moving out stating, “| wasdimg@at Makanda part of the
time at the hotel, boarding houses, and private houses$;avers, Krysher, Watson,
Shoup, etc” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 10).

The fruit business was booming in southern lllinois; Bladka farmers were
expanding their fruit commerce and so was Theodorefarhe Theodore had carved out
was turning a profit from the sale of produce, but he whttereate an orchard in order
to capitalize on the warm climate and its ability ttiicate excellent fruit. Theodore

remembered his desire to expand his farm and stated, “I hirech &y the name of Jack
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Dawes to take off the dead forest trees one wintéceald put out an orchard”
(Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 10).

After the land was cleared, Theodore set out to losatable varieties of fruit
trees. He later recalled when he purchased his firgt &ee stated, “In 1869 | bought
four apple trees to plant from Carpenter and Bailey [akdhda]” (Thompson, ca. 1902,
p. 11). These apple trees provided the base for his frutiggdousiness as he soon
purchased more trees to expand his Evergreen Fruit Faeuddre later reminisced
over the beginnings of his orchard business and his allpydfit from buying and
selling local crops:

| went to Bloomington in the spring of 1869 and had 10,000 apple gréftgp to

order and put out a nursery. | purchased my first peachfnea A. T. Horine

and W. H. Swigert [of Makanda]. | have bought at the depgbbashel boxes of
peaches for 50¢ to ship north that sold for $2 and $3 per beeet$otatoes and

Red Astrachan apples sold in Dubuque, lowa, for $1 to $1.50/pdushel box.

(Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 10)

Theodore was a man who lived by the numbers. He was gggulating on the cost and
profit ratios in order to determine what would bring him Hrgest yield.

Theodore had had numerous productive years leading up to 1869 gaihed
employment in Makanda close to his family, carved dutiafarm for himself, and
among other things, was making a profit off of his railroachmission for selling wheat,
corn, and various other fruits and vegetables at the Miakstation. However, on July
13, 1869 Theodore experienced a downward swing on his r&ciegt of good fortune. It

was on that day in July that his mother, who wasshbgtof her 5% birthday, passed
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away. Theodore was 28 years old (Milner, 1978, Family Gege& hart: Joshua
Thompson Jr.).

It was around the time of his mother’s passing that Téweodad proved himself a
successful businessperson, but he was unable to secaeslg lsbme life. This was due
in part to his unstable living arrangement, which includeddog with different
townspeople. Dr. Frank Agnew, who was a Thompsonlyainend, local doctor and
ordained minister, assisted Theodore with this dilenibnaAgnew owned the house
adjacent, and to the north, of Theodore’s property.tivoefriends finally came to an
agreement on Theodore’s living arrangement and he maweih the Doctor and his
family. Theodore later recalled the transition byistgt“Finally | went out to Dr.
Agnew'’s adjoining my farm. | bought a horse ‘Charlegrh William Rendleman and a
buggy. Then I built a barn for same on my place [Bresn Fruit Farm]” (Thompson, ca.
1902, p. 10). Theodore was finally settling down.

Theodore’s need for a horse was necessitated not only hedidt, but also by
his occupation. He later recalled:

| made special effort to sell all the railroad lancs thcould, as | received from

$5 to $10 for each forty. | kept a horse, saddle and bugbygmad get out in the

country and hunt up business. (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 11)

Theodore was exceedingly self-motivated in his businesitnds. He bought and sold
numerous properties for the railroad, which provided hinugh@ommission to live a
very comfortable life. However, Theodore was also &éiois, as he had begun

purchasing property on his own within the town of Makanda {ggure 3.1). He later

recalled:
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In 1870 | bought the eighty acre tract that Makanda iddalcapon and laid out
my first addition, afterwards the second and third addittorthe town of
Makanda. | sold many of these lots at a fair price, hagtirchase of this tract

was a very paying investment. (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 11)
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Figure 3.1Town of Makanda with green highlights added to emphase&éhtiee
additions made by Theodore Thompson. Original town purchiasétieodore
Thompson is located in the center of the image. Adapbed “Map of Makanda,” by
Union Atlas Company, 187@tlas of the State of Illinois to which are added various
general maps, history, statistics and illustratipps16. Chicago, lllinois: Warner &
Beers.
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After purchasing the town, Theodore set out to changeitge. It was not a
major change, but there had been a small discrepamectimes years between the lllinois
Central Railroad spelling of the town name and thah®Makanda Post Office. One
account states that, “when a post office was estaldlishéviarch 11, 1857[]. . . the
name of the town was set down as Markanda. In 187Catine mas changed to Makada,
and in July, 1872, it received its present one of Maka(@lden, 1945, p. 23). Theodore
later told of the change he applied in order for the taumes to coincide. He stated,
“When John McGuire was postmaster it cost me a dadlanue stamp to have the letter
r taken out of Markanda to correspond with the railno@the of Makanda” (Thompson,
n.d., para. 10).

During this period of buying and selling, Theodore made timéifprivate life
and began courting Lovina Rendleman. Lovina lived with hezrqiga, William and Anna
(Hileman) Rendleman, on the property adjoining the wielst of Theodore’s Evergreen
Fruit Farm. In essence, Lovina and Theodore were neighboeescourtship between the
two did not last long as Theodore soon decided it was tirsettle down. He and Lovina
were wed in 1873. Theodore was 32 years old and she was $5igeamior. Theodore
remembered this time by declaring, “I finally got tired o&lsting houses and single
blessedness. April 23rd, 1873, | married Miss Lovina Rendledaughter of William
Rendleman, Dr. F. M. Agnew officiating” (Thompson, 802, p.10).

Theodore commenced building a home for himself and his bridbe grounds
of his Evergreen Fruit Farm in section 34 of Jacksom@o{see Figure 3.2). During this

time, Lovina was also pregnant with the couple’s firstdc While their house was being
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constructed, they lived with the Agnews (Thompson, ca. 1902).pTheodore was later
reminiscent of his first home:
... I built a very fine residence, the finest housali that section of the country.
When completed it was locked up and myself and wife we@thicago to get
material to furnish it. After buying all our furniture wencluded to stay over
Sunday, finish our purchasing and return home. (Thompsofh96&, p.10)
Theodore and Lovina had taken the train to Chicago to futiheshhome. Their life
together had started out well due to their financial stabifhey had just left their new,
two story home with a widow’s walk and were about to retmith enough items to fill

its rooms and live comfortably.

Tampminne -Qr'?#w"m_’ ’ e

Figure 3.2 Newspaper image of Theodore Thompson’s EvergreethfFaum. Adapted
from “Evergreen Fruit Farm For Saldarton’s Free Presslanuary 1, 1887.
Carbondale, lllinois: J. H. Barton. Housed on microfdt Morris Library, Southern
lllinois University.
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Although things were going well in Chicago, back in Makandadsituation was
unfolding. Theodore later remembered receiving the newhihaew home had just
been destroyed by fire:

About 12 o’clock Sunday night we were wakened up in our roonadalbgram

was handed us. It announced that our new house had beemnfisetand burned

to the ground that night about sundown. This stroke oomigfie almost

paralyzed us. We could not understand why our house shouldrexbas | did

not have any enemies and had never had a lawsuit. M¢tuded that it had been

done by some person who was jealous and did not want toesdive in the

finest house in the country. Monday, as our goods hadesot £hipped, we got

the merchants to take them back. (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 10)

This news was devastating to the new couple; howevendbhne’s strong resolve made
his new home a reality. Theodore later stated, “We lkepse till spring, then moved out
to my father-in-law’s and rebuilt in 1875” (Thompson, £@02, p. 10).

While staying with friends and relatives, Theodore andna had their first
child, a daughter, Rose Anna Thompson. She was bornlwodfg 28, 1874. Her birth
was followed by tragedy, as less than two months, |R®ese passed away from pertussis,
or whooping cough. She was buried in Evergreen Cemetdfgkanda near her paternal
grandmother and grandfather. In all, Lovina would give hotkix children throughout
her marriage to Theodore (Milner, 1978, Family GenealogytCliheodore Thompson).

Hardships were plentiful at this stage in Theodoress biut he looked toward the
future when times were difficult. He later recalled fmancial stresses of his destroyed

home stating, “The loss of my house kept me back ters yeany business or cost me
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what | had saved up in ten years. | first rebuilt thared moved in and then finished the
front part of the house” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 10). Adbre stated, they moved
into the ell, which is the part of the home that.“projects backward from the main
block of a house and lies at a right angle to it (“Memorial Hall Museum,” n.d.). In
order to assure no further harm would take place at theffam trespassers, Theodore
acquired several family pets. He stated, “I kept two laggs, Watch and Nick,
bloodhound and Newfoundland. Both weighed over 100 pounds. hatsa black-and-
tan rat terrier called Money” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p 10¢nEkiough he had
experienced a significant amount of misfortune ovecthese of a year, Theodore was
still able to show his lighthearted and humorous sidewiteenamed his rat terrier. He
may have been strict in his business dealings, but he kiadex side with his family.
Theodore was taking on numerous tasks for one individual batthe rebuilding
of his home, starting a family, his duties at the staéind selling land for the railroad. In
order to free some of his time, he decided to hire antassisho would take over his
daily routine at the station. Theodore later recallesldhcasion and stated, “Johnny Cain
of Council Hill, Ill., was my clerk who stayed at thtation and attended to the office
work so | could get out on other business and attend to thihgs besides my railroad
duties” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 10). He later recalled hex dtusiness:
| planted out more orchards and kept improving my farm, agghd had to
borrow some money to complete my house. | had ajgale and peach crop
which brought me in considerable money. | usually boughhalivheat that

came to town and considerable in season. During thesgagon my commission
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on express was very large, running from $5 to $20 per day aswnog occasions

it reached $40. (Thompson, ca. 1902, p.10-11)

Theodore also spent some of the wealth he was acctimguten expanding his
farm. He later recalled, “. . . | had added to my fafraighty acres until it had increased
to 240 acres, including in it the romantic place known aG City” (Thompson, ca.
1902, p. 11). As Theodore stated, his fruit farm included e that is now known as
the Giant City Streets portion of the Giant Citytida Trail in what is now Giant City
State Park in Makanda, lllinois. Theodore had a sentehside for purchasing the
Giant’s City section of land, as it encompassed thk formation containing the 1862
inscriptions of both him and his brother Albert. The@dtypically bought and sold items
in order to gain wealth, however his purchase of thatGi&ity tract was a break from
the norm.

Theodore was proud of his accomplishments in life; heniaegkd to southern
lllinois with his parents and younger siblings and stair@aeh scratch living in a log
cabin on the family farm. He was known among the loesitients of Makanda for
rebuilding his home in 1875, and for owning a prospering faninf Theodore would
eventually make more additions to his farm by buildifgpase for a tenant farmer and
his family. Adding to the positive aspects in Theodoreésdif that point, he was about to
become a father for the second time at the age of 8aughter, Bessie Thompson was
born on July 22, 1876, to Theodore and Lovina (Milner, 1978, a&ahealogy Chart:
Theodore Thompson).

Theodore enjoyed traveling and had the means to do so. In 187&gdme a

journey with his friend George Pelton. George was tkadrwith whom Theodore had
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gone to see Lincoln and who had been one of the fewidldils to climb the flag tree.
Meanwhile, Lovina, who had just given birth, stayed honeetanded to their daughter
and their new home. Theodore later recalled:

In 1876 | visited the Centennial at Philadelphia, going by wayhadago up

through Canada. | went from Niagara Falls to Albany ddvenHudson by

daylight by boat, 144 miles in 9 hours. | visited New YorkyClrenton and

Washington, where | met Gen. Grant. | stopped in PhiladelphiArch Street

with my old friend George Pelton. After seeing the sgif the Centennial |

returned home over the B. & O. This was in the maft@ctober. Johnny Cain
and Brother Mort [Morton] attended to my office work ahgrimy two weeks

absence. (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 11)

Over the course of the next few years, Theodore wiagigan prosperity and so
was the town of Makanda. In 1878, Makanda contained “fougdog stores, one drug
store, one millinery store, one shoe shop, two cosipeps, two wagon shops, one grist
mill, and combined saw mill and box factory, three blaaksishope §id], three hotels,
two churches, and one public school” (“The Town of Makantigy8). It also gained at
least one new resident. On October 31, 1878, Ralphdtgirttompson was born to
Theodore and Lavina. Theodore was 37 years old, his wife@&ain daughter Bessie 2
(Milner, 1978, Family Genealogy Chart: Theodore Thompson)

During this burgeoning period, Theodore was enticed into ane¢mture, a new
kind of engagement for him, one in which he became agrairt owning a store.

Theodore later recalled this event:
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My wife’s uncle, Marshall Rendleman, induced me to go the merchandising
business with him as a partner. After one year’s expaFiebecame dissatisfied
and sold out to my partner and rented him my stock housdidH®t continue
long in the business as he was not a popular merchaniteld my store building
to H. L. Bell for a number of years and then solad ihim. He afterwards
remodeled it and joined the same to the Cover store h@iutsempson, ca. 1902,

p.11)

Theodore was a straightforward person when it cameetarid business. He was also
very good at making sure his money multiplied. Seeing tsatdwest endeavor was not
creating sufficient profits, he decided to end his partneisiiore incurring a substantial
loss. The H. L. Bell building that once housed theiiress is still standing on the
boardwalk in Makanda. The name has been changed on thefapgde to read L. L.
Bell.

While Theodore worked out his business dealings, and spentaith his son
Ralph, a sad occurrence took place on his father’s fai®ection 11 of Union County.
Theodore later recalled the time that the tulip poplarclvhad not only served as a
beacon for his family’s pro Union stance, but had alswiged the location for the
inception of the Union League of southern lllinois, walketl by Mother Nature:

The old [flag] tree was killed by lightning about 1880, andduase disappeared,

although another very large and tall poplar stands @ \ittlst of where the old

flag tree stood that can be seen plainly from Carbdendé&d DuQuion, Bald

Knob and the surrounding country. (Thompson, n.d., para. 17)

In regards to the flag tree in contemporary times:



60

Today no banners fly on Banner Hill, although the skl is still a farm, and its
elevation is still a boon to those who wish to semaeasage. Orchards surround
the hill, while at its top a silent metal tower tranis more messages in a minute
than the Thompson boys ever dreamed of. (Earle, 198Qiiipxxv)
The disappearance of the towering landmark did not pasdyoaseit was written about
in the local newspapers of the time.

Theodore and Lovina continued to expand their family. tlyeanuary of 1882
their fourth child, Emma Edith Thompson, was born. Loviad another daughter to tend
to along with her two other surviving children, Bessie and Radohwever, tragedy
struck the Thompsons soon enough, as Emma’s life waslsteol. She passed away on
April 1, 1883, just a little over a year after she cante the world. She was buried next
to her sister, Rose, in Evergreen Cemetery in Mak@vidaer, 1978, Family Genealogy
Chart: Theodore Thompson).

Over the course of the next few years, Theodore aathd@ontinued to
experience the highs and lows of life. In 1883, after tlahdef his young daughter,
Theodore took his family on a trip to Mobile where he §€sawmeral Tom Thumb for the
second time. “I last saw him at Battle Hotel in Mohilel883. Ralph was four years old,
and we had him to call on Gen. Tom Thumb at his roorharhbtel’ (Thompson, ca.
1902, p. 7). In 1884, Theodore and Lovina welcomed with tifigirchild, a boy,
Theodore Albert Thompson. He was born on January Idabfear (Milner, 1978,
Family Genealogy Chart: Theodore Thompson). Thevailg winter, Theodore dealt
with the death of his father who died from a heartcattele passed on November 27 at

the age of 73 (Agnew, ca. 1885, para. 5). Joshua was burietbriestwife, Maria, and
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two grandchildren, Rose and Emma, in Evergreen Cemetétghkanda. “His funeral,
one of the largest ever seen in this section of diatcy, took place at the new cemetery
on the hill East of Makanda, Sunday November 29” (Agnew] 885, para. 7). He was
remembered by family friend Dr. Frank Agnew after his kdeatan article in a local
paper. Dr. Agnew stated, “He was a perfect representaitivese noble traits of true
manhood embraced in words—industry, honesty, integritypeesmce and frugality,
bearing the strongest affection for his friends anduth@st contempt for his enemies”
(Agnew, ca. 1885, para. 6). Theodore was very much likiather and had inherited
each of these qualities.

Theodore had built a comfortable life for himself andgn®wing family in
Makanda. Nevertheless, he was still trying to improvesklmHis brother Morton lived
in Carbondale, lllinois. Therefore, Theodore had gonasit him numerous times. Over
the course of Theodore’s visits to Carbondale, he anvihha had decided that the family
needed a change.

As my family increased and my children grew older | fourdifficult to give

them the proper education at the district school. @owaat of distance and bad

roads. In the mean time my wife and | had driven manggito Carbondale

[Illinois]. In going we passed the tract of land adjoghthe Normal [Southern

lllinois Normal College] on the south west which [gled us very much. We

determined to buy this place if it could be bought, althomglnad fixed up a fine
home at Makanda which we had intended as permanent.rBuinstances had
made it necessary for us to move where our childrerddwaue the proper

advantages. (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 11)



62

Theodore left the security of his business dealings andfisapte farm in Makanda for a
fresh start in Carbondale. He was later reminiso&his occupations in Makanda and
stated, “I acted as township school treasurer for 14ykaras agent for the Aetna Fire
Insurance Co. for 15 years and never met with a IB8sympson, ca. 1902, p.11).
Before moving up the road to Carbondale, Theodore had oreegontribution
for the local economy; it was another first for hife was an admirable writer and
utilized this ability to induce others to move to southHémois, much like Daniel
McConnell's letters had persuaded Theodore’s father to maothe area. Yet Theodore’s
plan was on a much grander scale. His strategy was @mtedin a local newspaper:
He [Theodore] originated the Southern lllinois Landdsation, organized in
August 1886, which has printed and distributed 10,000 copies of gef2fa32
paper, showing up Southern lllinois and its advantagesnaitthg immigration
to help develop the great natural resources in their £t gtate—it being the
first paper of the kind ever printed to give Southerndis a boom. (“T.W.
Thompson Biographical Sketch,” 1887, para. 3)
Theodore may have had his own interests in mind whenegettr entice new
landowners to the area; however, this venture also doabldtk area’s first tourism
brochure. Although Theodore did not gain prosperity from thierowritings, he did
enjoy contributing several articles, in the late 1809shé locaBarton’s Free Press
newspaper. The articles covered local history and hig @ays in Makanda. They were

entitledPioneer Days and Early Settlers in and Around Makanda
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After deciding to move and having initiated the Southerndié Land
Association, Theodore purchased the property in Carbofwtahés new farm. He later
recalled this event:

After spending some time in St. Louis trying to purch&geGarbondale tract |

found it necessary to employ a real estate agentebgame of George Ross.

Through him, by inducing the parties to come to Carbondalecksded in

purchasing the land, 480 acres for $16,000. (Thompson, ca. 1922, p.

He went on to reiterate his memories of the movead@ndale when he stated, “I
bought the Carbondale land in 1886 and moved to Carbondb#8hin the property

now owned by Dr. Lee” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 12). Thisepldus first home in
Carbondale at 610 South University Avenue (“T.W. Thomgsstory,” n.d., p. 4).
Theodore lived there while he purchased the “. . . propettye Carbondale area,
principally the west half of Section 28 in Carbondaleviiship, and the northeast quarter
of Section 29 . . .” (Wright, 1977, p. 300). Theodore remeatbbrs financial status at
that point stating, “I had but little money on hand attiime. | paid $6000 down in cash,
and gave my notes for the balance, $10,000, $2000 payable anmakigg the whole
sum due in five years” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 11).

Theodore later described in detail the land that his aem €ontained and
commented on how he developed the area:

This tract of 480 acres was taken up by William Morrisothen‘Kaskaskia

Trail” in 1815, three years before the State was adaitito the Union. This tract

of land was left to one of the heirs, a Mrs. Von Sdarawho was a Morrison.

She had an agent at Carbondale to rent and look aftéandisit was originally
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covered with very heavy timber consisting of poplar, wbdk, sugar tree,
hickory, red bud, black oak, etc. As it lay adjoining thg bmits it was
convenient to the town people, who preyed upon it for fa@avetc. It was leased
out to some dozen tenants who had built log huts ane gkearing up the land
for cultivation. It seemed that the most profitablerkvfor the tenants was cutting
the good timber to sell to the town people for fence parutisfirewood. The grove
on the north east [Thompson Woods], adjoining the NofBwuthern Illinois
Normal College], was the regular camping place for @gd he woods on the
south were headquarters for gamblers and sports of time West of the grove
was an old field thrown open to the commons whered¥wa tows pastured.
When | began to fence this field | counted at one tinmessixty cows grazing
there. Those owning land adjoining had pushed the roads oveitugpa had
made roads through it for convenience. Everyone knewtthalonged to a
widow with a worthless agent who made himself popular lmyétlg the people
to take what they wanted from the land. When | tookggxssn there were about
twenty-five log shanties upon it. Some of the corrdBehad cockle-burs that
were nine to ten feet high. The farm was in terriblpsh as it had been occupied
by worthless tenants. | first got rid of the worthlessaints, punched back the
roads to where they belonged, and put my fences on th€Tim@mpson, ca.
1902, p. 12)

Theodore was always trying to improve his surroundings andadidlave patience for

people who were unproductive. Although he had much disparagjéone¢ine poor

condition of his acreage, he enjoyed putting the land imidking order. He truly
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believed in his father'siotto: “a machine should wear out, not rust out™ (#&sctin
Agnew, 1885, p.1).

Theodore worked diligently to improve his new estate amdtcact his home
while he lived at the house on University Avenue. Theodues Fecalled this instance
and stated, “I lived there a little over a year befareuld get my house built to move
upon the farm” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 12). When his howether out buildings
were completed (see Figure 3.3 and Figure 3.4), a newspapler laighlighted the
achievement:

Twenty acres is still in timber, and on one cornehd grove [Thompson

Woods] he has erected a handsome residence, stainleyégetable house, and

various other buildings, together with one on the ctidagie plan with a capacity

of 10,000 bushels of sweet potatoes” (“T. W. Thompson, Farin, Etc,” n.d.,

para. 1).
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Figure 3.3 Image of the Thompson family barn (in the backgrount!) the carriage
house (in the foreground) on Theodore Thompson's Carbeedédte circa an unknown
date. From Special Collections Research Center, Bhbirary, Southern lllinois
University CarbondaléThompson Family Barn&niversity Archives Photo Collection:
1897-1978 (Series 3: Places, Box 18, Folder 3). Reprinted withgsom (see
Appendix C)

Figure 3.4 Image circa 1959 of Theodore Thompson’s home at stereeedge of
Thompson Woods in Carbondale, lllinois. Adapted from #p&ollections Research
Center, Morris Library, Southern Illinois University @andale March 24,1959 Aerial
View of Southern Illinois Universityniversity Archives Photo Collection: 1897-1978
(Series 3: Places, Box 11, Folder 10). Reprinted with peioms(see Appendix C)
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Theodore had built his new residence and had moved his fantdythe
Carbondale farm; subsequently, he attempted to affed¢ #osdnis Evergreen Fruit Farm
in Makanda. He also continued selling lots within his Makaauttiitions. He later
reminisced, “I now made a great effort to sell my homaegat Makanda. | sold it for
$10,000 to Mowery and received $5,000 cash down. He failed to pegntiaénder, so |
had to take it back” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 11). He then maadiche sale of his farm
in a Carbondale newspaper:

No. 7 FRUIT FARM 40+ ACRES ¥ Mile from depot 35 acresduitivation . . .

apple orchard; a young peach orchard coming into bearingge2

strawberries; . . . two story frame [house]: 2 barredeon and tenant house. The
land is in a good state of cultivation, while the buifi need repairs: beautiful
location fronting the public road on the north and weste and terms
reasonable. Large bodies of unimproved land in tractsit@srchasers. Special
bargains offered to capitalists. Inducements unsurpassemnpBon, 1887, “No.

7 fruit farm”)

Meanwhile, at his Carbondale farm, he had positionetehises, moved roads
and had begun planting fruits and vegetables. Theodorestated, “In 1887 | planted 90
acres in peaches and 70 acres in apples, besides makiggthar improvements”
(Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 12). A later account detaileddhnued advancements to his
Carbondale farm:

Mr. Thompson intends to make a vast fruit farmand has laid out 175 acres in

young peach and apple trees. These trees were plardedydars ago, and this is

the first year they will bear fruit; twenty-five a3 has been laid out in small
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fruits and vegetables; seventy-five acres in wheay, difres in meadow; twenty-

five acres in pasture, 100 acres in clover and thirty dasdeen utilized to make

an artificial lake on which will be built a summesoet for boating, fishing,

swimming, baths, etc. (“T.W. Thompson, Fruit Farm,, Btcd., para. 1)
Theodore wasted no time making his farm operational. &#emmention the construction
of a lake on the estate. This attraction would becop®palar destination for many in
the summer months, as well as a favorite placéifochildren to play.

By 1888, Theodore was 47 years old and Lovina 33. Their childees w
advancing in years as well: Bessie was 12, Ralph10, agolddbhe Albert 4. On
November 30, 1888, the children gained another sister. Mddadfo@t Thompson was
born in Carbondale to Theodore and Lovina. She wasish®t six children born into the
Thompson family (Milner, 1978, Family Genealogy Chartedthore Thompson). While
living on the farm in Carbondale, Theodore’s older childitehad the benefit of dividing
their time between attending the local school and exgdhe family farm with their
younger siblings.

In March of 1891, Theodore had found another buyer forrigenal 120-acre
Makanda property. Arthur J. White and his wife Anna M. WhitBattle Creek,
Michigan purchased the farm from Theodore (Jackson Cdeedyd Book, n.d., Book 36,
p. 509).Theodore later recalled this event stating, “I agald gdo A. J. White for
$4,800 and some worthless Dakota land. Disposing of my fdrmméein good shape”
(Thompson, ca. 1902, p. 11). However, Jackson Coumgilllirecords indicated that he
sold the land to the Whites for a profit of $7,600, which wé#le more than Theodore

reported (Jackson County Deed Book, n.d., Book 36, p. 509).
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The following year in 1892, Theodore would make a large imprenemo his
Carbondale farm when he expanded its lake. Theodore&sagty was demonstrated
when he left open this body of water to be utilizeddwgal citizens for recreational
purposes. The Southern Illinois Normal College wasbéisteed during this time as well,
as it was situated to the north of Theodore’s farne d¢hool would later go through
several expansions and was renamed Southern lllinois tditywer heodore later recalled
constructing the dam for his lake:

In 1892 | began to build a dam for my lake. At that time .@ail of Philippine

fame was at the Normal [Southern Illinois Normall€ge] as instructor of

military drill. He helped me take levels for the lakéisTlake covers between 40

and 50 acres and is the finest body of water for itsisi&uthern lllinois. It is

well stocked with game fish, and fall and spring wild fetdp here. The water is

deep and clear, and it is a fine place for boating. (Tismm, ca. 1902, p.12)

The lake would also serve as a resort destination ochwiisi banks served as a place
where small cabins were built by those who frequentedrie in the summer months.

In addition to making his lake available to the local poyparte Theodore opened
his farm annually to the meeting of the Illinois Chautaudine road that led to Southern
lllinois Normal College from the west was later nanwest Chautauqua Street. Even
after Theodore’s death, Chautauqua gatherings continued tpléakein Carbondale on
the campus of Southern lllinois Normal College. A newespalipping highlighted the
use of the farm and lake for this purpose:

T. W. Thompson is improving his lake by enlarging the dadhtaniding it

higher. The lake, as a pleasure resort, has beenetesnof no little enjoyment to
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the citizens of Carbondale and visiting friends, alvbbm are loud in praise of

Mr. Thompson'’s fine farm and its appointments. Next ye&en the lllinois

Chautauqua meets on the banks of this beautiful lake, Calbomtidbecome

noted as a pleasure resort and add to its reputationezkiaational center. (“T.

W. Thompson is improving,” n.d., para.l)
Another local newspaper at the time boasted of the¢iadsiTheodore had made to his
farm recounting, “The magnificent lake, the beautifuMgrahe vineyards, the orchards,
the strawberry fields and the elegant residenceralire pride and boast of our people”
(“Theodore W. Thompson,” 1903, para. 6). Theodore was vegrges with his
spacious estate by having left areas open for the puble titillzed for leisure pursuits.
This also made him well known within the local population

Theodore’s expansive estate in Carbondale also madeldean area large
enough to hold Civil War reunions. The gatherings took plateeifiorested area that is
known today as Thompson Woods. Thompson Woods is situatad heart of Southern
lllinois University’s campus behind the Student Center madln Drive. Theodore’s
daughter, Mabel, later wrote about her experienceesae thet-togethers and stated, “Up
until 1905 the annual encampment of the Southern llliGoldiers’ and Sailors’
Reunions were held many times for three days in thetywaare grove at the corner of
our farm” (Thompson-Rauch, 1959, p. viii). She went on talfe“At these reunions |
sat with him [her father, Theodore] at the campfirethe survivors of the famous
lllinois Thirty-first, ‘Black Jack’s’ own Regiment,na heard these wartime days lived

over in song and story” (Thompson-Rauch, p. viii). Adaecount of the gatherings,
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which they were held on the farm, mentioned that tétisomsands attended the reunions
over the span of several years (“Theodore W. Thomp4®93, para. 6).

While Theodore kept track of his expanding fruit and vegetaldeess, he again
found himself trying to sell the Makanda farm that heeoomvned. The latest proprietor,
Arthur White, was looking to sell, and had asked Theodohelmhim. Theodore later
recalled the ordeal:

As White could not sell the farm, he agreed to give ¥iendleman and myself

each $100 to affect a sale for him. He [Arthur White] $mtMcGregor of

Chicago down to trade for the farm for his mother, wivmed a hotel. | made the

trade but never received my $100. This was about 1897. (Thongasd902, p.

11-12)

Jackson County, lllinois records indicated that Arthubite and his wife Anna M.
White of Battle Creek, Michigan sold the 120 acre EvergFeait Farm in Makanda to
Margout E. McGregor of Stevens Point, Wisconsin for $3@ptember of 1899 (Jackson
County Deed Book, n.d., Book 48, p.334). Lawrence McGregorpsblargout
McGregor, and his wife May Lina McGregor moved into Theodas&l home on the
property. Theodore later recalled, “The fall of 1902 mgpded son moved upon the
farm to repair and put it in shape, to the great delightehtighborhood” (Thompson,
ca. 1902, p. 12).

Lawrence and May McGregor did not live out their dayS\argreen Fruit Farm.
In 1927, Lawrence sold out to one of Lovina Thompson'’s k&stiwillis Rendleman.
Willis purchased the estate for $2,910 (Jackson County Deel, B.d., Book 104,

p.155). In turn, Willis Rendleman sold the fruit farnthe State of Illinois in 1928 for
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$10,605. (Jackson County Deed Book, n.d., Book 105, p.148) Willspézced
Theodore’s original 120 acre Evergreen Fruit Farm withirbthendaries of the newly
created Giant City State Park in Makanda, lllinois. ®pen landscape of the farm still
exists (see Figure 3.5), although the stately residence badait buildings have long
since disappeared. The fruit farm landscape is situatedhoffch Street, which is also
County Road 12, within Giant City State Park, behind a ngett# that leads to a small
gravel parking lot. Three large pine trees are viginl¢he right just past the parking
area, as they once towered above the home of BnkFxgnew. Theodore’s home sat

just down the lane, surrounded by the open expanse thaneasvergreen Fruit Farm.

Figure 3.5 Image of Evergreen Fruit Farm taken in August 2009. Thasiare
administered by the lllinois Department of Natural Reses and is included within
Giant City State Park in Makanda, lllinois.
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Meanwhile, Theodore once more set out to increasedntso@idale acreage and
improve his Carbondale farm (see Figure 3.6). He later spiatkés accomplishment and
stated, “. . . | got 20 acres on the south, making 500inab®@02 | bought adjoining on
the east for my son Ralph, 100 acres more, making 608 tatewill finally be in the
T. W. Thompson estate” (Thompson, ca. 1902, p.11). Exmrgthhe had the strength to
become a profitable farmer twice and had overcome maalhhrelated hardships along
the way, Theodore was no longer able to utilize bedoesdow his deteriorating physical
condition. His battle with severe rheumatism had begtaki® a serious toll on his health

and his prognosis was poor.

EME N

Z o cralii

Figure 3.6 Theodore Thompson’s Carbondale, Illinois estate higtdidin orange.
Adapted from “Map of Carbondale Township,” by George A. Ogledgnpany, 1907,
Standard atlas of Jackson County, lllinois, including a plat book of the villages
and townships of the county. 31. Chicago, lllinois: George A. Ogle & Company.
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Theodore continued his philanthropic ventures while his heads failing. His
monetary contribution to the First Baptist Church arlédndale made it possible for a
new church to be constructed. This event was latertexgpem a local newspaper article
that stated, “Mr. Thompson’s generosity and public spietexemplified in the
magnificent Baptist church building now in course of Boec Enterprises of this
character have always received liberal encourageméig bands” (“Theodore W.
Thompson,” 1903, para. 8). This was the last act of geibhgreswould complete before
his death.

On March 2, 1903, at the age of 61, Theodore Wilson Thompsoay could no
longer sustain his spirit and his life end. The localsmgaper ran his obituary, which
included the following:

When the . . . announcement [of Theodore Thompson'sijdeas made to the

public it carried with it a feeling of relief rather thanrprise, and yet the

community felt keenly the loss of one of its most respet leading members.

There was no one that did not know that for many mokitha'hompson had

been the victim of disease and that his body was aothgtracked by torture of

most excruciating character, and that there was natlislgide the grave.

Therefore when the word was given out that the vitiaa passed from suffering

to rest a sigh of relief welled up in every breast. €ddhore W. Thompson,”

1903, para. 2)

Theodore was buried in Oakland Cemetery in Carbondafteisllwith a dignified

granite headstone indicating his final resting place Repae 3.7).
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Figure 3.7 Image of Theodore and Lovina Thompson’s gravestoragddan Oakland
Cemetery in Carbondale, lllinois. Image taken in Aug@@€i9.

In the wake of his death, Theodore left behind his wife and drown children.
At the time of their father’s passing, Bessie was 26syelal, Ralph 24, Theodore Albert
19 and Mabel 15 (Milner, 1978, Family Genealogy Chart: Theotooenpson). Lovina
eventually moved to a smaller home that was builbh&ralongside the family dwelling.
Ralph then moved into the large Thompson family home ighvife Elizabeth
(Brewster) Thompson. He served as a rural mail caorethe Carbondale Post Office.
Ralph had also graduated from the University of lllinoi899 (Wright, 1977, p. 300).
He had spent time in the Philippines as well where heedewith the Navy (“Mr. Ralph
Thompson,” n.d., para.l). Theodore Albert married Gordgth (Milner, 1978, Family
Genealogy Chart: Theodore Thompson). Bessie married@®aMilner (Milner, 1978,

Family Genealogy Chart: Theodore Thompson). Shealgasa Librarian at Southern
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lllinois Normal University from 1899 to 1901 (Lentz, 1955, p. 145)b&anarried

twice, became a writer, and moved away from the Galble area (Wright, 1977, p.
300). She wrote numerous articles and two books. Her {terarks includedrhe Little
Hellion andVinnie and the Flag-Treavhich covered family history and southern lllinois
history. Lovina continued to live in her small home @ €Carbondale farm until her
death on January 18, 1943 at the age of 87. She was burigd hexthusband in
Oakland Cemetery in Carbondale, Illinois (Milner, 1978nHaGenealogy Chart:
Theodore Thompson).

The last contribution that Theodore made to the Gatdle community and the
campus of Southern Illinois University pertained to his @@ @rove in which his home
was built. Before her death, Lovina began selling offipos of the Carbondale farm to
be included in the expanding campus of Southern lllinoisrél University, which later
became Southern lllinois University. When it cameetim sell the section containing the
grove, there was a stipulation. Rufner et al. (2003) reddhte findings of this addendum
and stated, “The purchase contract included a restridiause stating that Thompson
Woods was to be retained in a natural state as algsgéeature of landscape
architecture™ (p. 337). Thompson Woods stands in the loééine Southern lllinois
University Carbondale campus as a reminder of the piowgeand philanthropic spirit of

Theodore Thompson (see Figure 3.8 and Figure 3.9).
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Figure 3.8. Image of the north side of Thompson Woods béhards Library on the
campus of Southern Illinois University Carbondale. Imiaden in August 2009.
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Figure 3.9 Southern lllinois University aerial view, circa 1959flwI'hompson Woods
located on the left edge of the photograph. Theodore Tharispsome is highlighted
with a black boxon the left side of the image. The axiprate location of the Student
Center on the campus of Southern lllinois Universit2@09 is highlighted with a box in
the center of the image. From Special Collectione&e$ Center, Morris Library,
Southern lllinois University Carbondalkelarch 24,1959 Aerial View of Southern lllinois
University. University Archives Photo Collection: 1897-1978 (Series 3:d3laBox 11,
Folder 10). Reprinted with permission. (see Appendix C)
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Although Theodore has long since passed, his memory is lkepbwg the
locations in Carbondale that now bear or once ba&radune. “His [Carbondale] home
stood [just west of] where the SIU [Southern lllinbisiversity] Student Center now
stands [on Lincoln Drive], and he left at least thpéee names significant to the town
and the University - Thompson Street, Thompson Woaottk ThAompson Point” (Earle,
1989, p. xvii). The original Thompson Lake remains on #mapus of Southern lllinois
University; however, its name has changed (see Figure 3Vk@ht (1977) explained
this modification:

When the university expanded to take in the lake area the oit was changed

to Campus Lake and a new Thompson Lake was provided no@idwrbbdndale

[on the east side of the intersection of IllinoisuR®13 and West Lake Road] to

replace the recreation cottage area that had growroupathe original

Thompson Lake. (p. 300)

Although Theodore has departed this world in the physicakesdis memory and
contributions continue to survive in the place names amthtidscapes of southern

lllinois (see Figure 3.11, Figure 3.12 and Figure 3.13).



Figure 3.10 Campus Lake, originally named Thompson Lake, on thepearof
Southern lllinois University. Image taken in August 2009.
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Figure 3.11 Image of the entrance to Thompson Point student hoas#agat the
intersection of Lincoln Drive and Point Drive, on t@mpus of Southern Illinois
University Carbondale. Image taken in August 2009.
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Figure 3.12 Image of Thompson Point student housing area, with Cabhgkesin the
foreground, on the campus of Southern Illinois UniverSiybondale. Image taken in
August 2009.
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Figure 3.13 Image of a kiosk map of the campus of Southern I8ituniversity
Carbondale. Box 1 contains Campus Lake (Thompson LBk&)2 contains Thompson
Point. Box 3 contains Thompson Woods.
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CHAPTER 4
CONCLUSION

Over the course of his life, Theodore Wilson Thompsaneghconsiderable
wealth for himself from the economy in southern dis He accomplished this by selling
fruits and vegetables, becoming a merchant, working tiarsand express agent, and
selling real estate. In addition to becoming prosperousibusiness dealings, Theodore
aided the growth of Makanda by establishing three additiotigetoriginal town. As in
business and with friends, Theodore was outspoken and unmgirehis beliefs. For
example, he supported the Union during the Civil War; he be@founding member of
the Union League of southern Illinois. Theodore was asg adept to change, as he was
able to create a niche for himself wherever he lived.

Theodore’s history also connects him with recreatiopabrtunities both during
and after his lifetime. By etching his name in what bec&iaat City State Park, he left
his mark on a stone wall that would become part of a popilang trail. At his
Carbondale estate, he hosted the lllinois Chautauqug @aitim soldier and sailor
reunions. Theodore’s 20-acre grove still stands in thet loé Southern lllinois
University, where paved walking paths can be found. Thompake, on his Carbondale
estate, was a pleasure resort during his lifetime. Afieeresort area was incorporated
into the campus of Southern lllinois University, ichene utilized for many events.
Currently, it serves both students at Southern Ilindmiversity and local residents as a
place for boating and fishing. The lake also has a 2&@paved walking path around its

perimeter and a beach with a swimming area. While livinQarbondale, Theodore
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generously provided a four-page brochure of the local aradract new homeowners.
This was the first attempt at drawing in tourism totkern lllinois.

Theodore Thompson may not be well known today, but heith remembering
because of his ties to Giant City State Park and mmaimunities. Many visitors to Giant
City do not know that working farms and homesteads were scettered within its
boundaries. They may see the inscriptions of Theodarébert along the Giant City
Nature Trail and think that these etchings were createddsepsby. It is therefore
meaningful to bring to life these individuals, who inlsed their names throughout the
park, in order to remember their contributions. In doingpsok staff will be providing
visitors various ways to not only connect with the phyderadiscape, but with the
cultural landscape.

While researching Theodore Thompson several questionstaeisuld not be
answered through the information gathered for this studyblibmess, entrepreneurial
and pioneering side of Theodore was revealed through infemfatund in books,
newspapers and family history files. However, what letisindiscovered was the
psychology of the man himself, what motivated him, hewdit about his children, what
his relationship was like with his mother, father,esistnd brothers. The information
gathered on Theodore did portray some sense of his emalimimg certain tragic events
in his life, but this was not enough to portray his ovel@meanor. Even though many
sources contained the accomplishments in Theodore’sitifee described his wife

Lovina’s daily role in the Thompson household.
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Recommendations for Giant City State Park

Based on the research that was conducted on Theodbrdlsert’s etchings at
Giant City State Park, it is recommended that futusearech address the remaining
names found on the rock walls within the park. The deveén of interpretive programs
highlighting the names engraved at Giant City State Rateinext step in preserving
the history of the etchings. In addition, park staff sdqubvide future visitors with
interpretive trail panels, informative trailhead handoliving history programs, or other
forms of interpretive media. As a result, they wél iroviding additional historical
information beyond the simple carvings.

Much like Worrell's (2009) description of the need to docon@tchings on trees
because of their importance to park history and intaygreractices, this study concurs
that, “. . . among the trees exists a form of histbay is as simple and inexpensive as a
walk in the woods” (p. 19). The rock inscriptions providekpstaff with a low cost
interpretive resource. Worrell believes that arborgiyph . afford interpreters an
opportunity to introduce other topics, including stewardshigats to trees,
environmental and historic preservation, and the legaciearmius groups of people” (p.
19). This perception brings forth the idea that park staffdcbroaden their approach to
interpreting the park’s historical resources. They migiitonly extend the depth of
interpretive material surrounding the inscriptions, s &nk this material with other
aspects of the park. For example, plant diversity, drdiaarsity, invasive species, Civil
War history, the Civil Conservation Corps, or old hoitesswithin the park could be

discussed. Bringing other elements of the park and surnogiadea into the interpretive
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media will assist interpreters because visitors vettér understand the significance of
these resources on the historic landscape of the park.

In order to convince local citizens and visitors thas¢heistoric resources are
worth preserving, park staff should inform visitors thatytkxist. Many people hike
trails at Giant City and never see the inscriptions.duis Woolf (2009), in writing about
hiking with a park ranger among long forgotten homesteads witteat Smoky
Mountains National Park stated, “Often, we build bond& wild areas by learning the
names of the flowers, animals, and native treeshBrd, among the misty slopes and
hollows of the Smokies, the stories of a people longdtten are the ties that bind” (p.
18). By utilizing interpretive techniques to help link visitonshvihe physical presence of
early settlers who etched their names or lived withepark, park staff can help visitors
gain asense of place.

Ken Burns, a noted documentary flmmaker, reflectethe idea of getting
people into national parks so they could experience mgttbeir physical aspects, but
also envelop the spiritual side of parks that helpsegjate the human spirit (Dorn &
Ross, 2009). In order to attract more visitors to thesmeplaf wonder, Burns suggested
that, “you have to grab people at trailhead parking lotdedritiem know what awaits
when they hike a bit farther in. You have to make casvéDorn & Ross, p. 79). This
philosophy should extend to Giant City State Park ingbstr Park interpreters find new
ways to entice visitors to get out of their cars, hit@trails, and experience the physical
and historical landscape.

Once visitors are alerted by park staff to the locatmhtastorical importance of

inscriptions, they can then invite visitors to help proteese resources. Visitors need to
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feel that they have some ownership over their actibinerefore, any information
provided by park staff has to be understandable to the visltioissin turn can result in
less degradation to the inscriptions. Moscardo (1999) extarsigiew to include
positive visitor outcomes:

The end product is that good communication should creaigfuhi

visitors who are able to retain more information (degrn more), who

think about new ways to behave, and who experience a qualigat

different kind of satisfaction. As such, and delineatddvibeprinciples for

encouraging mindfulness are: 1) communicate from a dondlt

perspective when appropriate, 2) provide variety, 3) make ctians to

visitors/participants and get them involved, 4) help vishgarticipants

find their way around, 5) tell a good story that makesegeand 6) get to

know and respect visitors/participants. (as cited in Feayrd002, p. 62)

These methods for helping visitors connect with thehistesources and become more
mindful could be utilized by park staff in creating interm@imedia concerning the
inscriptions.

Park staff should communicate the importance of keepsyiptions intact,
while at the same time continuing to document and relséhe names etched in the park.
By relying on volunteers from local communities, adlwe members of the Friends of
Giant City, park staff can better organize the fieldwamnk research that needs to be
completed. Those groups who might be of assistanceftainstiade local experts in
photography, history enthusiasts, school groups, Boy an&&iut troops, as well as

any other interested parties. It is inevitable thatnkeriptions will eventually become
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indecipherable as the result of erosion or vandaligwough these cooperative efforts,
park staff can create a visual and historical representafithe inscriptions before they
disappear.

Although rock formations within the Giant City Natureailare located within
the Giant City Geologic Area, which is designated Bsaonal Natural Landmark, the
distinction gives no protection to the inscriptions thelwess. Therefore, locating external
funding sources is important to continue the documemtati research of inscriptions.
By gaining support of local individuals, especially thosh wxpertise in grant writing,
park staff will be able offset costs associated withudzenting and researching the
inscriptions.

Recommendations for Future Research

The inscriptions contained within Giant City State Paekrat the only pioneer
inscriptions located in southern lllinois. Future reskahould focus on documenting
inscriptions found across the region in order to craatatalogue of historic etchings.
This compilation would provide future researchers with data to continue
investigating the names of individuals who etched their sasnaock formations in
southern lllinois. This would also provide informatiom éocombined effort between
federal, state and private landowners to present the putiicomprehensive

information regarding the inscriptions and the individwei® created them.
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APPENDIX B

I mages may be reproduced or transmitted, but not for commercial use. Thiswork is
licensed under a Creative Commons License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
sal2.0/). By downloading any images from this site (http://www.davidrumsey.cony), you
agree to the terms of that license.

ARy int-Sharehklive 2.0

CREATIVE COMMOGNS CORPORATION IS5 HOT A LAW FIRM ANG QOES NL’.\T PRW!DE LEGA.L
SERVICES. DISTRIBUTION OF THIS LICENSE DIES NOT CREATE AM ATTORNEV-CLENT
RELATIOMSHIP, CREATIVE COMMONS PROVIDES THIS INFORMATION O AN “AS-IS"
BASIS. CREATIVE COMMONS MAKFES NO WARRANTIFS REGARDING THE TMFORMATION
PROVIGED, AMD DISCLAIME UABILITY FOR DAMAGES RESULTING FRIM ITE USE,

LRanger

THE WORK {AS DEFIMED: BELDW) 15 PROVIDED URDER THE TERME OF THIE CREATIVE
TORMIIMS PUBLEIC LICENSE ("OCPL" OR “LICENSE™). THE WORK IS FROTVECTED BY
COMYRIGHT AMDYOR OTHER APPLICABLE LAW. ANY USE OF THE WORK. OTHER THAN &S
ATHORIZED UMDER THIS WIEMNSE R DOPYRIGHT LAW LS FROMIBITEG.

BY EXERCISING ANY RIGHTS TO THE WORK PROVIDED HERE, YOU AQCEPT AMD AGREE TO
BE BOLMD BY THE TERME OF THIS LICEMSE. THE LICEMSOR, GRANTS YU THE RIGHTS
CONTAINED HERE TN COMSIDERATION UF YOUR ACCEFTAMCE OF SUCH TERMS AND
TOMDTTIONS.

¥ DrelEnitions:

@, "ColeCtive Work™ means a wirk, such 8 & periodical izswe, anthology or
sncyclopadia, i which the Work in its sntirety in unmodified form, along with 5
v e of other contnbubions, constituting 3eparsts o0 indopadent works in
tharmseheas, are sasembled ito 8 coitective whole. A work thet constitutes a
Collertiveg Work will nok e oonmislensd o Dechvating Woark (95 definesd elow) for
thae purpasss of this Loense

. "Chesiudiere Weerk™ means 2 work bmlsi wpn i Wk or yeson dee Work and
other pre-existing works, such as a i, ar
dramatizavion. fictonal zation, BN, KoUnd
veparo wetion, abridgment, -:.cndanmmim, oF any e form T which lh« Wu:'in.
vy be revasl, transliorned, of sdapbed. except that 2 work that constftwies 2
Collecrive Waork will not be considessd o Userivattve: work foe the purpess of this
Licangs. For the avaidance of doulbt, where tha Werk i 8 musical composikion o
sound recording, the synchronization of the wWark in Cmed-elation with a
mioving image ("synching™) will be considened & Dexivative Work for the purgosa
of this Licanse,

. Licensor™ misans the individeal or entity that offiss the Work under tha terms
of s Licenss,

o, “Crigina AuaEhor™ mesns the individusl or entity who created the Work.,

- W kT eans dhe copyrightable sk of autiionsing offeven under the teams of
this Lioenze.

F. "wom™ means an isdividoal or enkity exescisiog rights undee this Licensa who
hias nob prasdously wiglobed the barms of Whig Livense with respect o the Wark,
wr who hay received expreis perenimilon From The Lieansor T Sartine rghts
ungder this Ueense ap .

4, "License Efements” means the faltowing high-reveal Hoeoos @itritibes as
solartedd by Lonnsor and indicnted in the Sidke of this Doerse: Attobaticn,
Movicomunarcial, Sharskike.

2. Foir uWse REghts. Mottieag in this icensse is intended to reduce, $mit, or restrict sry rights
Arising Ty faie wea, Koot saile or ottier e g an the righits G thes sesyEight
cwner under copyTight law or sther applicabis lnawie,

3. Linmnsa Grant. Subject ta the terms and congitions of this Licenze, Licenser heraby grants
Foms & worldwide, roval e -Trae, nuf-esdUsive, sarpeius {foe thie dumtkﬁm of the applicabis
copyight) loansa o axercise tha rights in e Work as stated bal

.o reproduie the Wovk, 1o incorporate Shis Wookl 1ihe o oF foore Colisctim
Yorles, and to reproduce e Work as incorponaned fa the Colleciive Works);

Bt crmate and meproduce Disivatoe Workes;

€. bo distribgie oopies o phonoreconds of, dsopiay pubiicly, pedsmn pebitcy, amd
paforen gublicly by means of & digital aoedio transisisaien the Sork iacludinog as
incorpvatad in Colleckive Weorks;

. to distrbube copies or phonoreconds of, Jeplay publichy, perform publicly, and
parforn publicly by means of a dights] sudio transmivsion Dartvative Werks;

The sbove riphis may be exercized in 3l media ond formats whether now kNown oF hercaiter
deviged. The abowe rights includs the right to make such madifications Bs are technically
necessary Lo axarcise the Hghts in other mmdia and Bvmats. A vights pot expressly granted
by Licensor ace havely resarved, incheding bur aot limives] to the rights set fortft in Sectiosm
4{e) and 4(F).

granbend i ki 3 sk i eaguressly oeadde subisct to and
I:rﬁrmd by the Mwwmg resircliong:

H. Vou misy disthibube, pubidy display, pubiicly perfonm, o publicly digitally
perform the Work oaly undar tha temns of this Licenses, sad Wou must inciudes o
ey oF, oF tha Urnifooen Ratdeersn Tdentifior for, this Ucemsg writh Swery cogsy or
phonarerard of the work You diseriute, publicly display, pubiicly perfonmm, or
pubslichr digitslly performn. You may not offer oF impose any berrns on the Work
thok oltor oF rostrick dhe terms of this Lionnes o the recipicnts” exorcise of the
righis grantsd hensundar, Yo may not sablicsnse the Work. Tou mush e




iniact all noucos that refer 0o this Ligense and o e Jiscipimar of warrantles,
fous My not distribute, publicly display, publicly perform, o publicly digitsily
parform the work with any techooksgical messuces Bhak control access oF use of
the work in 2 manner incongistent with the teamns of Lhis Liconse Agregmant.
The above applies 1o the Work as incorporatud in B Tolbctiou Wk, bt thig
does o regquire Live Cotactive Werk apart firam the Work Rseil to be mage
suirect Lo the rms of g Ucanse. If You creaba a ollertive ok, upon nstics
Trom any Licswsor Yo most, o the edent practicatde, remava fom the
Crllective Waork any meferencs ro soch Liceasor or the Originad Author, a2
requested. 37 You Creste a Darivaiive Work, upen nolee rom ANY LICHTSOr Yoo
sk, to the eedent practicable, ramove from the Decivative Work any eefersnos
T such Licenzor or the Original Authar, s reguasted.

. You may distribule, publicly display, publicly perfers, ar publiciy digitally
& Derhvative Work anly unider the teems of this Lioense, o lober versien

of this Liconss with the same Uicense Elements as this Licensms, of » Creative
Commang iCommons licenss that containg the same License Elemonts s this
Uieenss (2.9, Atlibubon-NonCommercisl-Sharatiihe 2.0 Jepan). You must
inncduaddes & COPY OF, or Lhe Uniform Resource Ldentifier tor, this Licenss or other
Bonse specified in the previous sentencs with svery copy o ohonorecord of
each Dafivative Work You distribuis, pulticly digplny, publidy perdorm, ar
publicly digttally parform. You may not oifer ar imposs any teoms on tha
Derivaknne Works thvat alter or msirict the terms of This HDoanse or the recipsits’
ewzrcise of the rghts granted hassunder, and Yoo must keap intact all notices
that refer W this Uosnse snd Lo the gisciaimer of wamranties. You sy not
distribage, pulslicly display, publicly pedorm, ge gublicly digitally perform the
Barivative $Work with goy technologics! measeres that control scosas or se of
the Werkc I 4 maEn ney ieonsistant with the teats of this Loense Aqresment.,
The sbove speliss to the Denwalive Werk 53 ineswprsted In 8 Collective Werk,
Bt ikl doas not reguine the Collechive Work apart from the Derivative Wark
Hxaif t0 ha made subject to the terms of this Leense.

€. Vew may Aot esrtiae pay of the rights granted o You in Selion 3 bDoWE i drny
manner that i prirmaniy intended for o direemd tward soenmmoncia? edvantsgs
or private ey L The hange of the Work for othar
eopyviighted works by maans oF digital file-sharieg or othenwise shall not be
wovisidern 1o B inbendend for or divacied towsn comroercial sdvantage or
Brivate monstary compensatian, provided thvre s no payienat of sny monatary
compEnEation In connection with the axchange of copyeigibeg works.

4. 1 you distibute, pubbicly dispiay, publicly peroem, or publicly digicedly garfom
ifre Yokl o Sny Derrvative Works or Collaetive Weorks, You must ko lntact all
wapyripht nolices for the Work and give the Odgingl Author Sredit reasonabis to
the ar Vioms o el by ying the name (of pseudonysm
it applicabilel of thwe Original Avthor if supplied; the tile of the Work if supplied;
40 the extent resconably gracticable, tha Liniform Reseurcy Identifier, #f any,
that Licensor specifies ta be muocinted with the Work, unless such IRT doss not
rafar w the copyright notioe or Bioensing informaiion fior the Work; and in the
eanis of & Dewhrpbivee Work, 3 ezt identiyiog the wie of e Wark in the
Darivative Work (2.9., Franch transistion of the Work by Orginal Author,™ or
“Hcreanplay based on oiginal Work by Orginal Awthor'), Surh cradic may be

A in sy ke mannaer; prowidec, howeyise, thak in s chee of
& Dertvalive Waork or Collective Work, ai 2 rmndmum such credit will BB
whire any othad comparable anthorship cranit appemm and It @ manne: st heast
& POMINGENT &5 such sther comparable suthonghip aredit,

o. For the aveidonds oF doubt, where the Workl is & dusicsd LOMPRidon

[ Wl undar 1 Licenaor
reserves the exausive right to collecy, whatlwy individualiy o via
a peviormance rghts sociely (e.4. ASCAP, BML, SESAL), royattipg
For v pelplic pefonnance oF public digisl periormance (8.149.
wabcast) of the Work i that prerfursnmnas is prisaarily intended for
e dirscted tonand warpmeicial adventene or grivete moneiEry
TN PR by

it Mechanicol Rights and Statulory Royaltion, Licensor reserves
the exclunive rght to coflect, whasther individually o via » sougic
nghts agenicy or denignated agent {e.4. Hamy Fox Agencyl,
respaltins for any ghoaorsrond You cngate from Ehe Werk {"cover
wergion®) and dizstribute, subiect 18 the compulsory hoenme
crealed by L7 USE Sedbon 115 of the US Copyiiaht A (ov the
equivalent n other jurisdiciions), if Your disteibution of such cover
VR i Erirnanly intandas for or direcrend Iowens cormarcial
advpntiage or private monatary CompanEalion,

f. g aunck ¥ Fowr the dariee of demabt,
whers the Wack 5 2 gound meoording, LConsor resryes the sxclusneg Vg s
wollect, whather individguaiiy o wis o perforavance-rights saciety (e.g.
(3 dExeh ¥ for the puliie digitsl perforrrence {eg. webosst) of
L Wik, o th kary | by 17 UST Section 112 off
the US Copyrighl Ack (or the eq L in ohher Bkl 3 i Yaur public
digizal parfsnnacnce & primaiity intended for or dirscted townrd comsnecciel
Bceantege o private mosetary compensation.
B. hap Warsonties and Disclal
UNLESS OTHFRWISE MUTUALLY AGREED T0 BY THE PARTIES TH WRITING, LICEHSOM
OFFERS THE WORK AS-I% ANDG MAKES NG GEMIESEMTATIONS OF WARRSMTIES OF ANY
KIND CONCERMING THE WORK, CXPRESS, IMPLIED, STATUTEORY OR OTHERWISE,
INCLUBING, WITHOUT LIMIYATION, WARRANTIES OF TITLE, MERCHAMTIBILITY, FITHNESS
FOR A PARTICULAR PURRPGSE, NCHINFRIMEEMENT, OR THE ABSENCE OF LATENT OF OTHER,
DEFECTS, ACCURALY, O THE PRESENCE OF ABSENCE OF ERRORS, WHETHER OR NOIT
BISCOVERABLE. SONME JURISDICTICNS [X) ROV ALLIRY THE EXCLUSION OF (MPLIED
WARRANTIES, 5O SUCH EXCLUSEON MAY MOT APPLY TO YU,

. Limitadion on Liablifty. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT REGUIRED BY ARPLICABLE LAW, TN NGO
EVENT WILL LICENSOR BE LTABLE TO WOL ON ANY LEGAL THEGRY FOR ANT SPECIAL
TRCIDENTAL, DONMEEQUENTIAL, PUMITIVE OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THIS
LHIENSE OF THE WUSE OF THE WORK, EVEN IF LICENSOR HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE
FOSSIBILITY OF SUCH DiaMALES,

F o TR
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A, This LicRnss and tha rights granted hereunder will tarminate avtomatically upon
ony breach by You of the terms of this License. Individuals or antibies who have
received Darivative Works or Collective Works from You under this Ucense,
Bwetvar, will not have thair licenses terminabed o ded such Individiug
efE e iy i Tull campli. with those licenses. Sedtions 1, 2. 5, &, 7, and
B will survive any terminstion of thiz License.

L. Subject to the sbove terms and onditions, the license granted here is
perpegunt {for the duration of the sppiicable ropyright in the Werk ).
Hotwithstanding the above, Licensor resevves the right to release the Work
under different loense terms o bo stop distributing the Wik o any tineg;
provided, however that any such sleckion will not sefve to withdmw this Lioense
{on wrry sibier loense that has bewn, @r 15 regquined o be, ovanted under the
tenmns of this Udaenss), and this License will contines in full forcae and offect
unless terminaied a5 suated above.

. Miscellanaecus

a. Each tine You distvibute ov publidy digitally pediorm the Wark or & Collective
ok, The Lidensor offers 1o the: retipient 8 licenss ko the Work of the same
teirnz and condilions oz the licenze granted o You unday This License.

b. Each time ¥ou distribute oF pubticly digizaily perform & Devivative Work,
Licensor offers 1o the reciplant o licensa W the oniginal Work on the same tenns
and conditiom as the licenss granted Lo You under this Licensa.

£. ¥ any provision of this Uoense is invalid or e ble undar applicable lave,
it shisth wok affecr the validity or enforceability of the remainder of the tarms of
thig License, and without further action by the pardies t this agreemeant, such
provigion shall be reformed to the minimum extent necessary o fake such
provisian valld and anforceabla.

d. Wo tesmn or provision of this Lioense shall be deemed waived and no braach
consented to wnless such waive or covsant Jhatl Dns in writing acd sigiesd by
the party 1o be chargad with such waiver or gongent.

2 Thiz license nonatitures the antire agmemant between the parties with respect
0 the Work licensed here. There are no undarmsiandings, agresments or
saprEseniations with respect t the Work not spacified heps. Licansor shall not
e bound Ly any additional provisions that may appesr in any coanmunication
from You. This License may oot be modifiad without U rutual sriftan
agreament af' the Loensor and You.

Crantrve Commons s act @ party to this Uoense, and rakas ao waranty whistsoeves in
comnection with tha Work, Crestive Commons will not ba liable to You or any party on any
lags! theony for any damsgas whetsosar, ing g1 without limicsiion any i
imcidental or sonseguential dameges ansing v cohRsCUon 1o iy licensa. Modwthsianding
the foregoing Dwo {23 sentences, i Creative Commons hes expressty identified itsalf as the
Uecensor hereundeor, it shall have all rights and ebligativns of Licensor,

Excapt for the himited purpese of indating to the public that the wWork is livensed under
the COPL, neither party will use the rademark "Craative Cormmons”™ o any alated
trademark or logo of Crestive Commons without the prior written consent of Crestive
LConprmesns. &ny permitted pus will ba in comphania with Lreative Conmmons’ thenecurrent
rademark wsaage guidalines, as may be published on e website o othevwise raade
araliabla upon requast from time o dme

Crgptive Commong may Be contacied ot e S Aopendiven o ans.a 5.

Bk b Lo, et
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APPENDIX C

MORRIS LIBRARY Permission to Publish Images
my ) . . " Special Collections Research Center

Morris Library, Mail code 6632
Southern Illinois University Carbondale
Carbondale, IL 62901-6632

TEL (618) 453-2516

FAX (618) 453-3451

Applicant name: _Elisha Szyjka

NOTICE: WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, U. S. Code) governs the making of photocopies
or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified in the law,
libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other reproductions. One of these
specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be "used for any purpose other
than private study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a
photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of "fair use," that user may be liable for
copyright infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copy order if, in its'
judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of the copyright law.

Conditions:

1. Permission is granted for a nonexclusive, one-time use, only for the expressed purpose described in
this application. Materials may not be re-sold or transferred. Re-use (in subsequent editions, electronic
distribution, promotional materials, etc.) or any change in use from that stated on the application
requires additional permission from the Special Collections Research Center, Morris Library. Any
unauthorized use, electronic storage, publication, or transmission is prohibited in any form.

2. Permission to publish is granted only when this application is signed by the director of the Special
Collections Research Center, Morris Library. Permission is limited to applicant and is non-
transferable. Default in payment of the use fee shall revoke the permission.

3. Morris Library does not claim to control the copyright for all materials in its collections and may have
no readily available information concerning the existence and/or whereabouts of copyright holders.
The applicant assumes all responsibility for clearing reproduction rights and for any infringement of
the U.S. Copyright Code. Applicant defends, indemnifies and holds harmless Morris Library,
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, and the Southern Illinois University system, its officers,
employees, and agents against all claims, demands, costs, and expenses, including attorneys fees
incurred by copyright infringement or any other legal or regulatory course of action, arising from the
use of Morris Library reproductions.

4, All publication of Morris Library materials must include the following credit line: Special Collections
Research Center, Morris Library, Southern Illinois University Carbondale.

5. The publisher agrees to send Morris Library, Special Collections Research Center a complimentary
copy of the publication containing the image(s) used.
Description of photographic image(s) to be used:
Thompson Family Barns. University Archives Photo Collection: 1897-1978 (Series 3: Places, Box 18,
Folder 3)



Permission to Publish Images

March 24, 1959 Aerial View of Southern Illinois University. University Archives Photo Collection: 1897-
1978 (Series 3: Places, Box 11, Folder 10) :

ES MR

Applicant initials Date

Publication Information:

Author: Elisha Szyjka
Title: Theodore Wilson Thompson: Southern Illinois Pioneer

Publisher:

Use of the indicated reproductions is authorized, subject to payment of use and scanning fees.

Applicant agrees to the conditions 1-5 listed above.

/ﬂé&l ;ﬁ;—_ -11-09-2009

Signature of Applicant : Date

Applicant Name: Elisha Szyjka (eszyjka@siu.edu)
Address: 1740 A East High Street, Mount Pleasant, Michigan 48858
Telephone: (989) 317-0417

Organizational affiliation: Graduate Student at Southern Illinois University

ODM Naolebo ot - Neo [(-10- 2005

Morris Library, Special Collections Research Center Date
Director

1/07 SCRC Copyright Committee
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Graduate School
Southern Illinois University

ElishalL. Szyjka Date of Birth: February 14, 1978

11235 East 1000" Street, Macomb, 11linois 61455

szyjka@hotmail.com

Western Illinois University
Bachelor of Science, Recreation, Park and Tourism Administration, December 2000

Thesis Title:
Theodore Wilson Thompson: Southern Illinois Pioneer

Major Professor: Dr. Regina Glover
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