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A Work in Progress
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PYCCKUH SI3HK

History.

The East Slavic languages emerged as an identifieable group
within Common Slavic about 1000 CE. The early linguistic history of
Russian, Ukrainian, and Belorussian is bound up with the
establishment of the Orthodox faith in the area called Rus’, initially
at Kiev. The date from which Russian can be distinguished from
Ukrainian and Belorussian is a matter of debate, but is usually
placed at the end of the 14th century. Major influences on the
linguistic development of Russian have been two centuries of Tatar
rule, which added a number of Turkic words to the language; the
assumption by Moscow of the role of the Third Rome after the fall of
Constantiniple in 1453; and major cultural influences both from
Poland (17th-18th c.) and from Germany and France (18th-19th c.). A
cultural battle around the time of Pushkin (1799-1837), Russian's
greatest poet, involved the ‘Slavophiles’ and the ‘Westernizers."” The
former wanted to preserve the Slavic bases of Russian, and to
continue the traditions of culture based on Church Slavic documents.
The Westernizers. wished to allow a freer influx of Western words
and stylistic and cultural models, as part of a process begun by
Peter the Great at the start of the 18th century. The creation of a
working compromise between these two trends is usually credited
to Pushkin.



Writing System

Bo BTOpoK NMOAOBHHE X BeKa ABoe YUEHHX poZoM H3 [pellHH,
OpaTha KHPHAAR ¥ Megoaul, NpHexXaAxH B BeAUK Y0 MopaBHIo
(TeppHTOPHA COBpeMeHHOR YeXHH) H CTAAH paboTaTh Hal
CosZaHHeM CAABAHCKOH MHCbMEeHHOCTH. OHH Xopollto 8HaAH
CAABAHCKHe ASHKH, H 3TO JaA0 HM BOSMOXHOCTh COCTAaBHTD
CAABAHCKYIO 230yKy. PazpaboTaB 3Ty as8byKy, OHH [lepeBeAH Ha
TOTZAIHHH, APeBHHH 10 HAIUUM NNOHATHAM, CAABAHCKHE A3HK (OH
Ha3HBaeTcAd CTAPOCAABAHCKHUM) caMble BaXX Hile IpedyeckHe KHHIH. UX
TPYA AaA CAABAHCKHM HapoJaM BOSMOXHOCTE UHTATE H IIHCATH Ha
CBO€M HASHIKe.

Kako# xe a30yKol NOAB30OBAAUCE KHPHAA B MegoZuR? OTo OuAa
HAH AaroAHla, HAH KHPHAAHLA. ToUHee Ha IIOCTABAEHHEHN BONPOC
OTBeTHTDL HeAB3A: A0 HAC He ACIIAH PYKOMHCH TOro BpeMeHH, Kora
XHAH KHPHUAA H Megoaun.

CReBa--TeKCT, HAIITUCAaHHNNA KHPUAAHLEH, ClIpaBa--TAATOAULCH.

E2 REROEMA N0 pcypX casunsuls wiadipgp -
g ~ . ooyiAsge digapne-cagnninnieral
o BHIAHK - wiAdlipase. g wrerA sgaeLCan
P S YENHIC M & diR Ao 1Ac>Spnl 1wAma ergak

: (ROHM % KRR "PAGEWYAE yao-sodvpl dfinna

PYCCKUM aA$aBUT B ero HacTodAljeM BHAe OHA peopTraHHIOBAH IIPH
[leTpe IlepBoM. COBpEeMEeHHNH aA$2ABHT OCHOBAH HA CTAPOCARBAHCKOM
AA$aBHTe, KHPHAAHLe. B 1918 roay axgaBUT ONA ynpolWéH. 3 Hero
O AN BHOPOIWEHK HeKOTOophle BYKBH.



Writing System

Russian is written in the Cyrillic alphabet, which is also used
throughout much of Russia for both Slavic and non-Slavic languages. The
Slavic languages which belong, or belonged, to the sphere of the Orthodox
church also use Cyrillic: Ukrainian and Belorussian in East Slavic countries;
Serbian, Macedonian, and Bulgarian in the South Slavic countries.

The alphabet is named after St. Cyril, who is assumed to have been
the first to record the Slavic language. It is likely however, that St. Cyril
invented Glagolitic—an alphabet quite different visually, which has
controversial origins. Glagolitic was replaced in the Orthodox regions
sometime in the twelfth century. Cyrillic is based on the Greek alphabet.
New letters for the non-Greek sounds are added mainly at the end of the
sequence of letters. The last major change to the alphabet occurred in the
decree on the new orthography enacted on October 10, 1918. It somewhat
simplified the alphabet set up under Peter the Great by eliminating certain
letters.

Original Glagolitsa and Kirilitsa (Cyrillic)

PRUYBIL36$OSF ABRTASXKZITHK
FBAPLPERFLIT™: AMNOOPCTOD

QoSS DLWV g XWUILYIHLLH
BB TAPeCIEFCHL FIORMIBAXIAI
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Alphabet
A30YKa

Prin't
A a

N Y1 OO

Script

C
N m
J 2

X x

vy

UL e



B pyccKOM aA$aBHTe HeMaAO GHAKOB, HAIIOMHHAKIIHNX AATHHCKOE
(M aHTAUTCKOE) MHCLMO.

a. (o .00 K| Mn T Ce
3TH 8HaKH 0608HAYaAlOT 3BYKH, IOXOX He Ha aH AUMCKHe.

Ua ah a in car

Qo aw o in sport
K kah k in king
M. em m injam
Tr teh tintip

Ce ess s in stop

[IpoYyHTaANTE CAOBA:
Mama, MOCT, TOCT, TOM, KOT, TOK, MakK, Koca, ¢TO.

6. Note that, although many of the symbols are identical in form with
latin (and English) symbols, they stand for different sounds.

BB veh v in visit

pPp err r inrose

Hu en n in narrow

Xx hah h in hand (stronglu aspirated)

Yy 0o ooin booty

Ee yeh ye in yes

[IpounTankTe CAOBA.
BepX, BOP, XOp, pOT, TOPT, KPOT, peKa, pyKa, Mepa, Bepa, HOPA,
pocT, Tope, MockBa.

B. Zlanee CAeAVIOT 6YKBH, KOTOPHE NepeZaloT 8BYKH, IOXOXHe Ha
AHTAHHACKHe. Ho caMi sHak¥ (MAH OYKBH), lepeAaolfie 3TH 8BYKH,
He NOXOXH Ha aHT AHACKHe OYKBH.

B6  beh b in book
I'r  gheh g in glad
An deh dindo

Xx zheh s in treasure
33 zeh z in zone
Hu ee ee insee

AR el Il in well

o peh p in park

b3 eff fin fact



IIpouyHTaKTe CAOBA:
Xyk, bak, ryx, 8oHa, 30HT, Ko3a, A032, I1o3a, §OH, 8HMa, AeTOo, BeCHA,
XHA3, XeHa, oM, MoZa, AaMa, OoK, MUp, Hor'a, XXHAQ, 8epHO, pHSa.

I. B aHIAHACKOM M pyccKoM ASHKAX €CTh HECKOABKO MTOXOXHX
8BYKOB. [[pHYeéM B aHI'AHHCKOM A3KKE d3TH 38BYKH NepeZaloTCA ABYMA
OyXkBaMH. A B pYCCKOM H8HKe AASA ITHX 8BYKOB eCThb CBOA OTAeAbHAA
ByKBa.

3tosByku|[ ], [ I

Il shah sh in short

Yy cheh ch in check

[IpouUTaATE CAOBA!
WoK, wyba, WTopa, Wap, Hollla, cyllia, IYM, Yac, YeK, py4Ka, Kyva,
Kpyda.

A.Hy a Tellepb IOTOBOPHM O 3BYKAX PYCCKOro A3KKa, KOTOPHK HeT B
AHTAHHCKOM A3HKe. AAdA NMepellaul 3THX 3BYKOB B PYCCKOM aA$aABHTE
€CTh CBOH GYKBH.

g tseh

g shchah

3BYK, KOTOPHRMN NepeRaéTcH OYKBON L7, HOMHOTI 0 ITOXOX Ha 3BYK,
NepeZaolURCA COUeTAHHEM ZZ B cAoBe Pizza.

TPYyZAHO HAaWTH B aHIAHMCKOM A3HKe CAOBO, B KOTOPOM OH HaXOAHACH
3BYK, IOXOX UM Ha pyccKUN iy YTOOH NMOAYUUACA 3BYK I,
IIONIPOBYHTe NPOUSHECTH 8BYK If , TOABKO OUYeHb-0UeHb MATKO.

[IpOYHTANTE CAOBA:
[Inya, NTHLA, Jalja, Mala, Jal, oK, I[yKa, pollfa, Kylla, Yalfa, meKa.

CorAacHHX BYKB B PYCCKOM aA$aBHTe 21, 2 8BYKOB (§oHeM) 34.
[locMOTPUTE Ha CIIHCOK COTAACHHX §OHEM.
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ECTE B PYCCKOM ASHKEe H TaKHe §OHEeMH, KOTOPHE He XOAAT B IIape CO
S8BOHKHMH COTAAaCHHMHU. ITO TAYXHe OAHHOUKH." X I U

Ex. BHNHIIKTe U3 CTHXOTBOPHHX CTPOUSK CAOBA, B KOTOPHX eCTh
TOABKO FAYXHe COTAACHHE.

Y I3NK TPH KANAK YIIAAH CO WAATH.
Kowmka corpeAa ogabliiie AAIH.
(B. /\eBHH)

Ex. lepenieltnTe cAeAYOIHe CAOBA B TAKOM IIopAAKe: CHadaAa Te, B
KOTOPHX €CTh TOABKO I'AYXHe COI'AACHHEe, [IOTOM Te, B KOTOPHX
COrAacHHe TOABKO 3BOHKHe, H , HAaKOHel], Té, B KOTOPHX €¢Th H
FAYXHe, H 8BOHKHE COTAACHHE.

lleTyuox , rpebelllok, TPaBHHKA, FOAOBR, 6opoga, TpHBa, KaTYyKa,
KaldyHiKa, AATYWKa, NATKA, KOIKTO, HPHCKA, COCHCKA, OTOPOAHL.

Kak 0603HAaUHUTEL TBEPAKE H MATKHE §OHEME?

MATrKHe H TBEPAHe COIAACHHE §OHEMH --PASAHUHTEAH CMHCAR.
[loMOralT PASAHUYHTE MATKHE COTAACHHe 4,10, €, . ECAH,
HanpuMep, HaZo 0003HAYUTE, UTO COTAacHad joHeMa MATKAH, a 32
Hell HAET §OHeMa <>, To OyLeM IHCaTh TaK: COrAACHHN+OYKBa H.
BykBa 4 6yZeT BHIOAHATL ABe Har pys8KH: 0603HaYATh, UTO B CAOBe
MATKafd COrAacHafd ¥ YMTO 32 HeRt CAeZAyeT <a>. HalpuMmep: PeOEHOK
OHA MaA.B cAOBe MaA §OHeMa <M> TBEpPAaA, IOSTOMY 8a Hell NMHIIeM
a. OH MAA B pyKaX 'AHHY. B CA0Be MAA «M’> MATKadA, IO3TOMY
nuiteM 5YKBy M, a sa Helt 1.

HTak, OYKBH 4, 10, ¢, ¢ 0008HaYAIOT OHEMH <a>, <¥>, <37, <0> IIOCA®
MATKHUX COTAACHHX. B 3ToM HeTPpyAHo ybeAUThCA. [IoTAHUTE
MMOCAeAHYH FAACHHH 3BYK B CAOBe JKeHA, H BH YCANIIHTe: "XKeHA-a-
al”

BykBa-nmoMolHKULa

J2BATe NOACUUTAEM, HACKOABKO MeHBIUe IIOHaA00HTCA OYKB ZAA
0603HaYeHHA MATKHX §OHEM, €CAH BBeCTH e, &, 10, A. BMecTo 12 OYKB-
-4. Ha 8 MeHbllle. BOT HACKOABKO ODAECIYHMAH OHH UTeHHE H IIHCBMO.
[IpaBAa, MPHILACCH IPHAYMATS elljé OAHY OYKBY-NToMOWHHLY. K 60T
IovueMy.

BospMéM cAOBO BaHKa. B cepeliHe 3TOr0 CA0oBa PAAHIIKOM ABe
TBOPZABE §OHEMH <H> U <K>. A €CTh B PYCCKOM ASHKe APYroe CAOBO,
KoTopoe OTAHYaeTCca OT CAOBA BaHKa TOABKO TeM, UTO ¥ HEro
MATKAA joHeMa «H’>, KakK Xe IlepelaThb B 3TOM CAy4Yae MATKOCTD



coraacHoro? Kak pas AAA TaKMX CAY4YaeB H30OpeAH DYKBY-
IIOMOWHHULY. ETO MATK UM 38HAK --b.
GaHKa--
OaHbKa--

CaM mo cebe b OTASABHOIO 8ByKa He 0C03HAUaeT, HO BMeCTe ¢
OYKBOH H NepelaéT <H'>--Hb. 3HAUHT, ABe OYKBH (COTAACHAA +b)
nepelalT OAUH 3BYK --MATK YIOCOTAACHYIO$OHEMY .

CpaBHHTe CAOBA:

KOH (KOH B UI'pe) KOHB (Ha AYI'y NacéTcd KOHB)
MeR --MeAb

MOXA -- MOKPOB--K POBB

eA--eAb

OHA--OHAB

BykBa-nioacKagunLa

ECTE B aA$aBHUTe elllé oAHa 6YKBa--b. E€ HasHBalT TBEPAHMN 3HAK.
Kakylo Xe paboTy oHa BHIOAHAeT? OKagHBaeTcA, TBEPANN SHAK
8aHHMaeTcA MOACKa3KaMH: eCAH B CAOBe €CTh IPHCTABKA, KOTOpAsA
OKaHUHBaeTCA Ha COTAACHYIO, TO llepeX OyKBaMU e, , €, 0, 4
CTABHTCA B. OH NOAA&T CHI'HaA: B OYKBax e, 0,10, g "ClIpATaH” HOT.
Hanpumep: Bbe3A, NoAbesA, IOALEM. B 3THX CAYYAAX b HAGHBAKT
PasAeAUTeABHHM: NIOACKASYHK pasZeAdeT IIPHCTABKH K KOPHH.

BolrAa B Half aA$aBUT ellé oZHa 6yKBa--H. 3BYK

BOT H aAJaBHT.
A.A



®OHETHUYECKHE YINPAXHEHHA

Practice the sounds A and T, and write the Russian words.
Aa oM AV A
TaM TOM TYT

Practice the sounds 3 and C, and write the Russian words.

8aA 30Ha 8HMa
CaARo CCH CHAQ

Practice the sounds B and ¢, and write the Russian words.

Basa BaTa Bepa 8BYK
$asa paT peTP SYHT

Practice the sounds B and II, and write the Russian words.

6a® ©OuTBa ©06 OyxTa
flalla NHBO IION IIYCTO

Practice the sounds I', K, X, and write the Russian words.

ropa Kopa Xop
rapaxX KalHTaH XaAaT
rposa KpoT Xpabphn
pAar  Max cTpax
rAagsa Kpacka XAaM

Practice the sounds X, I, III, ¥ and LI, and write the Russian words.

Xap  XYK  XeCT
map  WyM  leCTh
IyyKa 1fexa HWY
Yac  YyAO  UHCAO
UanAd LeHTp IeHa
KAY oTell] Oopu
AHLO IHOPOX HHIJHHA
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Tongue Twisters

Aazxa ZUK, BHARTe AH BH AHKHX AebeZen?
THXHe XOAHKH THXO THUKAAH B THIIHHE.
BHK OHY0K Tomory6eHbKHI EOYOK.

lIxa Caila I1o uocce.

Ha xBope TpaBa, Ha TpaBe APOBa.

CIIHT KOANAK Ja He NO-KaANAKOBCKH.

]

/

KopabAU AaBHPOBaAH, A2aBHPOBAAH, A2 He BIAABHPOBAAH.

YeTHpe U€PHeHBKHX UYMAGeHBKHX UePTEHKA YePTHAH Y€PHRMH
YePHHAAMH USPTEX .

KyxyilKa KYKYVIWIEHKY CIIHAA KANIIOIOH. OfeA KYKYVIIOHOK KaNIIOH.
Kax B KanpIlIoHe OH ¢CMelloH |

10



Translation

Uncle Dick, do you see the shy swans?

Quite clocks quietly tic-toc in the silence.

There once was a bull with a curved backside.

Sasha walked along the highway.

In the yard is grass, on the grass 1s firewood.

She's sewing a kalpak (hat) but not in the way of sewing kalpaks.
Boats

Four black dirty-faced little devils (children) draw blueprints with black mk.
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