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Comment [1]: All digital references con-
sulted for this memoir were available as of
April 2010, even though some of them may
no longer be posted on the World Wide Web.
Downloads from these sites are now part

of my personal archive. To ensure verifiable
documentation, however, I have listed here as
many traditional, printed sources as possible,
most of which can be secured at a major re-
search library. Of necessity, such a bibliog-
raphy must remain selective: not everything
relevant to a life can, or should, be cited --
hence one meaning of the title, A Privileged
Past. The reader will also note inclusion of
foreign-language items. They are not inserted
to impress. The quality of translations acces-
sible to me while I was writing actually deter-
mined whether or not the original version is
referenced. Finally, please note the Acknow-
ledgements on the last page of this file.

..pour un étre conscient, exister consiste

a changer, changer a se mrir, se mirir
a se créer indéfiniment soi-méme.
— Henri Bergson (1908)
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Comment [2]: As Naomi Schor has argued
about women’s writing, it is subject to an es-
sentialism that is not one. The very process of
naming, the placing of a word on human ex-
perience, however loose the connection be-
tween life and language, suggests an act of
self-assertion that is never altogether lost so
long as the traces remain....The past for wom-
en in language is in fact no conspiracy but an
act of will, if not always on their part then cer-
tainly on someone else’s like mine, to recall
their poignant relations as both literary text and
historical experience. (pages 181-82)
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Comment [3]: ...a democratic practice of
history — one in which an ever-growing chorus
of voices is heard — offers the best chance of
making sense of the world.... Foundational

to our own engagement with reality has been
a conception of women and men as creatures
driven to know and to chart their lives by what
they believe to be true. History can help here,
for it offers a variety of tools for effecting
liberation from intrusive authority, outworn
creeds, and counsels of despair.... Telling the
truth takes a collective effort. (pages 11, 308,
309)
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Comment [5]: My aim here has been to
write a history of this auditory landscape, to
describe it in all its magnificence, and then to
retrace the process by which it disintegrated.
This disintegration, contrary to what one might
expect, was not linked to any drop in the size
of peals.... It was rather that their meaning
seemed to fall away, modes of attention col-
lapsed, the usages and rhetoric of the bells
grew narrower so that, in short, a whole range
of auditory messages were increasingly dis-
qualified. (pages 306-07)
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Comment [6]: Je revins a Paris ou j’écrivis
cette histoire telle qu’elle m’avait été racontée.
Elle n’a qu’un mérite qui lui sera peut-étre
contesté, celui d’étre vraie. Je ne tire pas de ce
récit la conclusion que toutes les filles comme
Marguerite sont capables de faire ce qu’elle

a fait; loin de la, mais j’ai eu connaissance
qu’une d’elles avait éprouvé dans la vie un
amour sérieux, qu’elle en avait souffert et
qu’elle en était morte. J’ai raconté au lecteur
ce que j’avais appris. C’était un devoir. (n.d.,
page 283)
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